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Fostering innovation with MCLA Leads
New Design Lab 
connects campus 
with community

Pitch competition places spotlight on students’ ideas

new direCtor, new strAtegiC pLAn

Construct Inc.’s Forest Springs project 
addresses affordable housing shortage

By John Townes
A long-established south county organiza-

tion is moving into a new phase of its ongoing 
mission to provide affordable housing and 
support services for families and individuals to 
prevent homelessness.

It is doing so against 
the backdrop of its first 
change of leadership in 
over a quarter century.

The Rev. Cara Davis 
recently retired after 26 
years as director of Construct Inc., a nonprofit 
community-based interfaith organization. She 
has been succeeded by Jane Ralph, who joined 
the staff last autumn, and worked with Davis 
before becoming director in December.

Under Ralph’s leadership, the organization 
and its board are now developing a three-
year strategic action plan leading up to the 
organization’s 50th anniversary in 2020.

Construct is also moving forward on a 
more immediate project, with the planned 
start of construction this spring on a new 
11-unit affordable housing development in 
Great Barrington, called Forest Springs.

Construct’s board 
president Elizabeth 
Rosenberg said the 
organization had con-
ducted an extensive 
search for a successor 
to Davis. “We are ex-

tremely pleased to have Jane join Construct,” 
Rosenberg said. “We see [her] as a highly 
focused leader with a wealth of experience 
in advocating for the most vulnerable.”

Ralph is a native of Wisconsin. Prior to 
joining Construct, she was executive director 
of The Clarina Howard Nichols Center, an 
agency in north central Vermont that offers 

continued on page 22

“Housing is our core focus, 
but we also focus on empow-
ering people and helping them 
to achieve economic stability.”

By Brad Johnson
Following receipt of the largest gift ever 

made to Massachusetts College of Liberal 
Arts (MCLA), the North Adams institu-
tion has been addressing the question of 
how best to implement that gift toward its 
targeted goals of innovation, leadership and 
entrepreneurship.

As part of that process, the college has also 
been exploring ways to materially enhance its 
level of engagement with the community.

“This goes to the core question of who 
we are with regard to the community,” said 
MCLA President Jamie Birge. “Are we in the 
community, or are we of the community?”

Those leading the effort on these related 
issues have themselves taken an innovative 
approach to the process – one that involves 
tapping diverse perspectives to gain a more 
empathetic understanding of the problem 
to be solved.

That methodology – known as “design 
thinking” – is also at the heart of many 
of the specific academic programs and 
community-based activities that are now 
being rolled out.

Included among these are the recent open-
ing of Design Lab, an innovative classroom 
space and multipurpose venue in downtown 
North Adams; the college’s first-ever In-
novation and Entrepreneurship Challenge, 
a business plan competition that aims to 
inspire innovation and entrepreneurship 
among MCLA students (see related story);

 continued on page 18

By Brad Johnson
On April 19, four teams of students at Massachusetts College 

of Liberal Arts (MCLA) will take turns pitching their respective 
business concepts to an all-star panel of judges – and in front of 
an attending audience – at the college’s inaugural Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship Challenge.

These finalists, culled from an initial field of 27 teams, will be 
competing for a $10,000 cash prize and other resources to be used 
toward further development of their idea. And, while this process 
will lead to the selection of just one winning team, those involved in 
staging the competition believe the experience will have a positive 
impact on all participants, as well as the community at large.

“I think it’s really been a great process for everyone to go 
through,” said MCLA President Jamie Birge. “Everyone is going 
to be a winner in this.”

“The impact on the teams as they move forward is more important 
than the prize,” added Howard “Jake” Eberwein, MCLA’s dean of 
graduate and continuing education. He noted that the competition 
has given students an opportunity to work together as teams and 
with mentors to develop business concepts that have the potential 
to bring commercial and social benefits to the community.

“We don’t have enough opportunities to put students in front 
of the community, and this [pitch competition] allows them to

continued on page 19

Construct Inc. Director Jane Ralph stands in front of the 12-acre site on Great Barrington’s east side that 
will be used for the nonprofit organization’s new Forest Springs affordable housing development.

Diane Scott, assistant professor of arts management at MCLA, works with students in her Creative Economy of the Berkshires class, which is held in the college’s 
new Design Lab. The classroom and multipurpose space on Main Street in downtown North Adams is among the projects stemming from the Feigenbaum 
MCLA Leads Initiative, which is exploring – and implementing – new ways to promote innovation, entrepreneurship and campus-community engagement.
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Matching grant at stake 
for eagle Street Initiative 

By John Townes
A community-based initiative is currently 

conducting an online fund-raising campaign 
to upgrade the appearance and visibility of 
historic Eagle Street in downtown North 
Adams, and enhance its appeal as a center 
of community activity and attraction for 
tourists.

The Eagle Street Initiative is seeking to 
raise at least $25,000 in individual contribu-
tions through a crowdfunding campaign on 
the Patronicity.com website.

The goal is to achieve that by May 5, 
which would then qualify the project for an 
additional $25,000 matching Commonwealth 
Places grant from MassDevelopment, a state 
community development agency.

This would make a total of $50,000 avail-
able for a slate of specifi c elements to make 
Eagle Street more visually prominent and 
inviting.

“Eagle Street is one of the oldest and most 
historic sections of the city, and it already has a 
number of popular business,” said Ben Lamb, 
one of the leaders of the project. “It has a lot 
of potential to be an important destination 
and social center for North Adams. But it’s 
not as visible as it should be, and it needs to 
be made more pedestrian friendly.”

Eagle Street extends north from the east 
edge of Main Street, which is the primary 
downtown commercial street. The initiative 
is focused on the block between Main and 
Center streets, a narrow shop-lined corridor 
that has one-way traffi c.

Lamb noted that the current initiative is 
seen as a fi rst step towards other efforts to 
revitalize Eagle Street. It has several popular 
retail businesses and restaurants, as well as 
architecturally unique structures such as the 
Flatiron Building. However, it also has many 
vacant spaces and some of the buildings need 
renovation.

“This project is the current focus, but there 
are other ideas beyond that,” said Lamb. “The 
overall goal is to reinvigorate the historic role 
and identity of Eagle Street.”

The current initiative will add brick pillars 
and gateway arches at either end, to designate 
Eagle Street as a downtown district. It also 
would create consistent pedestrian-facing 
signage for businesses along the street to 
make them more visually prominent. It 
would add benches and other elements on 
the street to encourage people to relax and 
mingle during the warmer months.

One unique feature is a “parklet,” which 
is a platform which can placed on the street 
with cafe-style chairs and tables, and used 
on a seasonal basis. Combined with night-
time lighting, outlets for charging of personal 
electronic devices, and public Wi-Fi Internet 
service, this parklet would serve as a social 
space and also open up the opportunity for 
small concerts and events.

Part of broader effort
In addition, the current project ties in 

with the larger multifaceted efforts in North 
Adams to revitalize the city, and to encour-
age visitors to the Massachusetts Museum 
of Contemporary Art (MASS MoCA) and 
other attractions to spend time and money 
downtown.

“Eagle Street is a bookend of downtown, 
with MASS MoCA at the other end,” said 
Lamb. “What this can do is to help create a 
downtown loop to encourage visitor traffi c 
from MoCA to Eagle Street, which would 
also bring more people to Main Street.”

The project has already been approved by 
MassDevelopment for the matching funds if it 
reaches the $25,000 target. If it doesn’t achieve 
that goal by May 5, it will not be eligible for 
the match, but the initiative will still receive 
the money that has been pledged.

Lamb said that work will start immediately 
on the individual elements of the project, 
regardless of whether it qualifi es for the state 
match. If they do not reach the $25,000 goal, 
they will work on the priorities, and continue 
to raise funds from other sources.

The project is an outgrowth of a coalition 
called the NAMAzing Initiative, which was 
formed by citizens and businesses to under-
take civic improvement projects.

“We did a number of small projects around 
the city,” said Lamb, who is also president of 
the North Adams City Council, but is partici-
pating in the initiative as an individual. “The 
core group then wanted to focus on a larger 
project to really sink our teeth into, and we 
held public meetings last fall to develop a 
mission and vision.”

They decided to focus on obtaining the 
Commonwealth Places grant for the Eagle 
Street Initiative. Because NAMAzing is an 
informal coalition, the Partnership for North 
Adams, a registered nonprofi t community-
development organization, agreed to serve 
as the legal and fi nancial sponsor of the grant 
application.

MassDevelopment sponsors the Com-
monwealth Places program to provide grants 
to civic improvement projects. It is working 
with Patronicity, a company that supports 
community development through online 
crowdfunding.

Patronicity has created a platform called 
“crowdgranting” to partner with public 
agencies like MassDevelopment and com-
munities seeking grants. This combines the 
traditional process of collecting applications 
for matching grants with the new technology 
of online crowdfunding. Patronicity helps 
local applicants to prepare their proposals, 
and provides the online platform for raising 
public matching fi nds.

Lamb noted that the Eagle Street Initia-
tive is designed to provide other community 
benefi ts. He said the work itself will be 
handled by a combination of volunteer and 
local businesses.

“We’ll be contracting with area businesses 
for fabrication work,” he said. “We also want 
to engage the community, such as having local 
students help to design the signage.”

By mid April, the Patronicity campaign 
(www.patronicity.com/project/eagle_street_
initiative#) had raised an estimated $18,000 
from a combination of immediate contribu-
tions and pledges. Lamb noted that donors 
have included a mix of individuals, busi-
nesses and other supporters.

“It’s notable that, in addition to some larger 
contributions, it includes many people who 
have made smaller donations,” he said. “This 
indicates that there is a lot of interest and 
support in the community for this.”◆

An initiative to enhance this section of Eagle Street 
in downtown North Adams is looking to 

raise $25,000 by May 5 to qualify for a 
matching $25,000 state grant.
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BeAT looks to raise funds, 
awareness with new expo

By John Townes
 The Berkshire Environmental Action 

Team (BEAT) is sponsoring a new event to 
raise funds and also raise its public profile 
with the first-ever Spring Enviro Action Fair 
& Expo on May 13 in the Stationary Factory 
in Dalton.

The all-day event will feature vendors 
of natural products, as well as music, food 
and a variety of other activities. Admission 
is free to the public.

Prior to the expo, on April 21, BEAT will 
also sponsor a related Wild Berkshires Art 
Show, with an opening from 5 to 7 p.m. in the 
Stationary Factory, at 63 Flansburg Ave.

BEAT organized the art show and fair 
both to raise funds for its operations and to 
increase public awareness of its activities, 
according to Judy Eddy, outreach and educa-
tion manager.

“We’re very active, but we’re under the 
radar because much of our work is behind 
the scenes,” said Eddy. “We want to encour-
age people to get to know us and what we 
do. That’s one of the reasons we decided to 
organize this event.”

Founded in 2003, BEAT is a 501c3 non-
profit organization based in Pittsfield. As 
stated on its website (wwwthebeatnews.org), 
its mission is “to work with you to protect 
the environment for wildlife in support of the 
natural systems that support us all.”

BEAT publishes a weekly e-newsletter, 
holds community environmental meetings, 
and provides science-based technical as-
sistance to municipalities, organizations, 
and grassroots groups in Berkshire County 
and beyond. It also incorporates educational 
programs for students in its activities.

“One characteristic we emphasize is that 
we are very oriented to applied science and 
research,” noted Eddy.

BEAT’s activities involve more than 300 
volunteers annually in projects to restore, 
protect and improve the condition of land, 
air and water. Its primary focuses are on 
environmental watchdogging, stewardship, 
and outreach and education.

While BEAT’s programs are funded by 
a variety of grants, Eddy said money for its 
small staff and other operating expenses have 
to be raised separately. Their goal for the 
upcoming expo is to raise at least $10,000.

Venue inspired bigger event 
Eddy noted that their initial plans had been 

more modest, but the event expanded with 
the opportunity to hold it at the Stationary 
Factory, a former manufacturing facility in 
central Dalton that is being redeveloped for 
commercial and community uses by owner 
Steve Sears.

“We were originally just going to do a 
small art and craft show,” Eddy said. “But 
then we saw the Stationary Factory, and 
realized how much more we could do there. 
It’s a great space, and Steve Sears was very 
supportive. So it morphed into a larger fair 
and expo.”

Another regional environmental organiza-
tion, Living the Change, is collaborating with 
BEAT on the event.

The Wild Berkshires Art Show will include 
a silent auction at the opening on April 21. 
The work will be on view until the expo, 
when auction winners will be announced. 
It will feature works in a variety of media 
depicting wildlife and nature by well-known 
Berkshire artists. A share of the proceeds 
from sales will benefit BEAT.

Participating artists include Karen An-
drews, Myla Blum, John Clarke, Betsy 
Cook, Robin Crofut-Brittingham, Mary Ellen 
Devanny, Donna Estabrooks, Kim Engel, 
Michael Fabrizio, Diane Firtell, Paula Got-
tlieb, John Houseman, Larry Newey, Karen 
Skelton, Sandra Leonard, Jennifer Pazienza, 
Gabrielle Senza, Bonnie Spencer, Steve 
Sears, Scott Taylor, and Rosemary Wessel.

The Enviro Action Fair & Expo will open 
at 10 a.m. on May 13, with vendors offering 
environmentally friendly handmade goods 
and specialty services that celebrate nature, 
wildlife, sustainability, and art from found 
objects. There will also be a plant and native 
seed sale.

The expo will feature food, entertainment, 

exhibits and other activities, including craft-
making for kids. Guided hikes with experi-
enced leaders in wildlife tracking, birding 
and wildflowers will be offered.

There will be displays, including bees in 
their hive, as well as chicks and chickens 
(with lessons on how to make a chicken 
coop). Bolt and Volt electric cars will be 
on display, and rides will be available on a 
PEBL velomobile.

Poets will also give readings of works 
related to the intersection of climate, the 
environment and humanity.

In the evening there will be a free showing 
of Ice and Sky, a 2015 French documentary 
about the work of Claude Lorius, who in 1965 
was the first scientist to express concern about 
global warming’s effect on the Antarctic. There 
will be a discussion following the showing.

Eddy said that BEAT is still accepting 
vendors with products that reflect the theme 
of the fair. The cost is $75 for an eight-by-
12-foot booth. She said there is room for up 
to 40 vendors.

Volunteers are also being encouraged to 
assist with the event. For information call 
Eddy at 413-652-5387 or email judy@the-
beatnews.org.◆
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By John Townes
For brothers Isa and Bishir Ali, family, food 

and business are all closely connected. 
Those ties brought them back to the Berk-

shires after leaving the region to attend school 
and other pursuits. “We both decided to move 
back and get more involved in our family’s 
businesses,” said Isa Ali. “Our parents are get-
ting ready to retire, and we want to continue 
to run the business like they did.”

The brothers, whose parents are Faisal 
and Lynn Ali, are the third generation in 
their family’s enterprises, which include 
the popular Angelina’s Subs sandwich shop 
chain, the Juice N’ Java Coffee House in 
Dalton, and the Hot Harry’s Fresh Burritos 
on Tyler Street in Pittsfield, as well as local 
real estate investments.

Their latest enterprise is a new Hot Harry’s 
Fresh Burritos, which opened in late February 
in the Union Block at 403 Main St. in Dalton. 
Hot Harry’s is a California/Mexican casual 
food restaurant that uses made-from-scratch, 
homemade recipes with fresh ingredients 
prepared on site each day.

In keeping with the family theme, Hot 
Harry’s is a separate franchising business 
owned by their cousin, Samir Abdallah and 
his business partner Richard Tarascio.

Abdallah developed the Hot Harry’s 
concept in 2004, and sells franchises to in-
dependent owner operators. Abdallah owns 
the Hot Harry’s at 37 North St. in Pittsfield 
as his company’s flagship outlet. There are 
currently eight Hot Harry’s, including three 
Berkshire shops, and others in New Britain, 
Conn., the Albany, N.Y., area and Cedar 

Rapids, Iowa. Abdallah and Tarascio have 
launched an ambitious expansion plan, with 
the goal of selling franchises around the 
country (april 2016 BT&C).

While the businesses are independent, 
Faisal Ali had helped Abdallah establish 
Hot Harry’s, and he started the Tyler Street 
outlet as a franchise.

The new Hot Harry’s in Dalton came about 
as the result of the closing of O’Laughlin’s 
Pharmacy, which had operated in the Union 
Block storefront for 37 years.

“My father owns that building,” explained 

Isa Ali. “When the pharmacy was closing, 
we looked for a new tenant, but no one came 
along. We decided we would take the vacancy 
as an opportunity to open a new restaurant 
there. We already have experience operating 
the Hot Harry’s on Tyler Street, and we have 
a very collaborative relationship with that 
company. So it made sense.”

The space was fully renovated to expose 
the interior brick walls, tin ceiling and original 
flooring that had been hidden through the 
years as a pharmacy.

Isa Ali said the town has been very support-
ive of the new eatery. “It’s been welcomed with 
open arms,” he said. “People want to bring in 
more businesses to Dalton, and they’re very 
enthusiastic about new commercial ideas.”

The Dalton Hot Harry’s is open from 9 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. from Monday through Saturday, 
and from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Sundays.

Tradition of subs
Angelina’s has been a culinary staple 

in the Berkshires for almost 60 years as a 
purveyor of submarine sandwiches, and 
additional menu items including wraps and 
breakfast fare.

Despite heavy competition, including 
the ubiquitous Subway chain, Angelina’s 
remains popular and has been consistently 
been voted “Best Sandwich in the Berk-
shires” in the Berkshire eagle’s Readers 
Choice Awards.

“We have faced many new competitors 
over the years, including Subway and smaller 
chains, but we just weather the storm and do 
what we do,” said Bishir Ali.

The business was started by the brothers’ 
grandfather, who was also named Isa Ali, 
and his wife Dorothy. Born in Palestine, 
Ali emigrated to the United States in 1926. 
After serving in the U.S. Army, he operated 
a sandwich shop in Lynn.

Dorothy grew up in North Adams, and 
the couple moved to the Berkshires and 
established Angelina’s in 1958.

They opened the first Angelina’s on Dal-
ton Avenue in Pittsfield. Since then it has 
expanded to include four shops in Pittsfield, 
one in Dalton, and one each in Adams, North 
Adams and Williamstown.

The elder Isa Ali died in 1977, and his son, 
Faisal, took over the management of the busi-
ness. Dorothy passed away last October.

While the core of the family business has 
remained solid, its components have evolved 
over the years. From the 1980s until 2005, 
Faisal Ali and his uncle, Eddie Ameen, op-
erated the New England Chowder House, a 
popular seafood restaurant on Dalton Avenue 
in Pittsfield. They later transformed that site 
into the Misty Moonlight Diner, which they 
sold after a few years of operation.

In 1996, Faisal Ali entered the emerging 
coffeehouse sector with Juice N’ Java in 
Dalton, which sells coffee drinks and other 
beverages, plus sandwiches and other light 
fare. Two other Juice N’ Java franchises in 
Pittsfield were added by different owners, 
but those later closed.

Angelina’s is technically a franchise busi-
ness, but it is on a very small scale, and evolved 
from family and working relationships.

“Our father operated the New England 
Chowder House with his uncle, Eddie 
Ameen,” said Bishir Ali. “Then they came to 
an agreement in which Eddie would operate 
Angelina’s in northern Berkshire County. 
Those operate independently.”

Three of the Angelina’s in Pittsfield, on 
Elm, Wahconah and West Housatonic streets, 
are now owned by Donna Plankey.

“She was a longtime employee and man-
ager at Angelina’s,” said Isa Ali. “She wanted 
to go into business for herself, and my father 
sold her those Angelina’s.”

The Alis continue to own and operate 
the Angelina’s shops on Dalton Avenue in 
Pittsfield and on Main Street in Dalton (in 
the same building as Juice N’ Java).

Isa Ali, who is 29, lived in London for 
several years, and attended graduate school 
there, before moving back to the Berkshires 
three years ago.

A year younger than his brother, Bishir Ali 
went to school in Boston, and then worked 
in the corporate sector in that city. He moved 
back within the past year. The brothers cur-
rently share an apartment in Pittsfield.

Looking ahead, they say they hope to 
grow and diversify their businesses. Isa Ali 
has also established a real estate property 
investment business.

However, they say they plan to adhere to 
the approach and philosophy that were es-
tablished by their parents and grandparents, 
and operate on a manageable scale.

They do not have any plans to actively 
push to grow Angelina’s as a franchise.

“We’re always looking for opportunities, 
and are open to possibilities, and we’ll talk to 
anyone who might want to discuss a franchise 
opportunity,” said Bishir Ali. “We may look at 
doing something outside of the area at some 
point. But the Berkshires is our focus, and 
we’re not actively pitching for that.”

Isa Ali concurred. “My brother and I grew 
up making sandwiches, and this business 
is what we know,” he said. “Our goal is 
similar to what our family has been doing 
all along – to own and operate the business 
on a personal basis.”

He added that they believe that having a 
strong community orientation will continue to 
be a successful basis for moving forward.

“It’s important to focus on the basics,” he 
said. “We hold to the concept of personal 
service, and we believe in community very 
strongly. We have a great relationship with the 
people and towns where we do business. Our 
approach is to emphasize personal service, 
and a great staff and superior products, and 
provide a friendly, happy environment.”◆

ALL in the FAMiLy

Next generation 
taking reins on 
related ventures

Faisal Ali joins his sons Isa (left) and Bishir (right) in front of the new Hot Harry’s Fresh Burritos franchise on 
Main Street in Dalton. The Ali brothers, who recently returned to the Berkshires, opened the restaurant in 
February and are assuming responsibility for the family’s other food-related businesses in the region.
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April 17, 22, 29: Spring Preview 
Days at Massachusetts College of 
Liberal Arts (MCLA), providing 
prospective students with op-
portunities to tour the campus, learn about academic programs, 
admission and financial aid processes, and find out more about 
student life at MCLA. Check in at 10:45 a.m. in the Center for 
Science and Innovation. The program runs from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Register online at www.mcla.edu/Admissions/visiting_mcla.

April 18, May 16: Pittsfield Green Drinks, informal gathering 
of people interested in conservation and environmental issues on 
third Tuesday of each month. 5:15 p.m. at J. Allen’s Clubhouse 
Grille. Sponsored by the Berkshire Environmental Action Team 
(BEAT). For more information and meeting location, contact 
Jane Winn at jane@thebeatnews.org or 413-230-7321.

April 19: Experience BCC, open house event for prospective 
students with opportunities to observe classes, learn more about 
BCC sports and clubs, take a tour of the campus, attend a panel 
discussion with students and enjoy a free lunch in the cafeteria. 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. To register, visit www.berkshirecc.edu/
openhouse. Walk-ins are welcome.

April 19: Career Fair for nursing positions at Kimball Farms 
Nursing Care Center in Lenox from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Those unable 
to attend may call 413-637-5011 or visit www.kimballfarms.org/
nursing-care-center and click on the “Careers” tab.

April 19: Pitch competition featuring student finalists in 
MCLA’s Innovation and Entrepreneurship Challenge (see story 
on page 1). 5:30 p.m. in MCLA’s Feigenbaum Center for Science 
and Innovation, room 121. Free and open to the public. 

April 20: Vendor application deadline for Berkshire Business 
Showcase 2017, presented on May 4 by the Southern Berkshire 
Chamber of Commerce at Ski Butternut in Great Barrington. 
$50 SBCC members, $100 nonmembers for a 5-by-10-ft. space 
and table. For information, call 413-528-4284.

April 20: Planned Giving Basics: What Every Nonprofit Should 
Know, workshop for nonprofit executive directors, development 
staff and board members, led by planned giving consultant Ellen 
Estes of Estes Associates and attorney Virginia Stanton Smith of 
Smith Green & Gold LLP. Co-presented by Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation and Nonprofit Center of the Berkshires. 
1 to 4 p.m. at Saint James Place, 352 Main St., Great Barrington. 
Tickets $40. To register or for more information, call 413-229-
0370 or email info@berkshiretaconic.org.

April 20: Green Living Seminar on “Recipe for Success: Can 
Eating Invasives Help Reduce Their Spread?” presented by Joe 
Roman from the Gund Institute for Ecological Economics at the 
University of Vermont. Part of MCLA’s Green Living Series of 
seminars. Free and open to the public. 7 p.m. in MCLA’s Center 
for Science and Innovation, room 121. For more information,  
go to www.mcla.edu/greenliving.

April 21: “Wild Berkshires” Art Show, fund-raiser for the 
Berkshire Environmental Action Team (BEAT), 5 to 7 p.m. at the 
Stationery Factory Gallery, 63 Flansburg Ave., Dalton. Art will 
be offered via silent auction for three weeks until BEAT’s Spring 
Enviro Action Fair & Expo on May 13 (see listing below), when 
auction winners will be announced. For more information, call 
Judy Eddy at 413-652-5387 or email judy@thebeatnews.org.

April 21, 22, 28, 29 & May 5: Basic Mediation Training offered 
by the Berkshire County Regional Housing Authority. The 35-
hour program over five days from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. provides 
participants with resources and tools to effectively resolve 
disputes. Contact Kayla Wendling at 413-443-7138 ext. 212 or 
email KaylaW@BCRHA.com for more information.

April 21: Yasmin Roberts Memorial Lecture on Mental Pain, 
featuring Christopher Bollas, PhD, part of the Austen Riggs Cen-
ter’s Erikson Institute 2016-17 Friday Night Guest Lecture Series. 
Offered free of charge from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Austen Riggs 
Center, 25 Main St., Stockbridge. Continuing education credit is 
offered. For details, visit www.austenriggs.org/events.

April 22: Fake News, Real News: Why the Difference Matters 
to Our Democracy, panel discussion examining the role of the 
news media and the impact of fake news in today’s society.  
Presented by the Stockbridge Library, Museum & Archives at 
4 p.m. at the library, 46 Main St., Stockbridge. Free and open to 
the public. For more information, visit www.stockbridgelibrary.
org or call 413-298-5501.

April 22: Earth Day Workday, annual event held by Housa-
tonic River Walk, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (lunch provided). Meet at 
the DuBois River Garden Park at Church and River streets, 
Great Barrington. Wear safe, protective clothing, shoes with 
good traction, and gloves.

April 23: Annual meeting of the Community Land Trust in 
the Southern Berkshires (CLTSB) and Berkshire Community 
Land Trust (BCLT), featuring guest speaker David Bollier on the 
topic of “Reimagining the Commons.” 7:30 p.m. at Saint James 
Place, 352 Main St., Great Barrington. Admission is $10 or 10 
BerkShares and free to CLTSB and BCLT members. For more 
information, visit www.berkshirecommunitylandtrust.org.

April 24: Caregiver Expo presented by the Berkshire Alzheimer’s 
Partnership, with featured speaker Donna Newman-Bluestein, 
dance/movement therapist and mental health counselor, on “When 
Words Fail – The Magic of Movement to Stay Connected. 4 to 7 
p.m. at Crowne Plaza, Pittsfield. Admission to the expo is free; 
tickets available for optional dinner. For information, email info@
bapartners.org or call 413-224-8127.

April 25: Entrepreneurial Meetup, networking event for 
small business owners and aspiring entrepreneurs, presented 
by 1Berkshire from 8 to 10 a.m. at Pleasant and Main Cafe, 
1063 Main St., Housatonic. Free. For information or to register, 
contact David Curtis at 413-499-1600.

April 25: Application deadline for Assets for Artists North 
Adams Project, which provides financial and other incentives 
for artists to relocate their creative practice to North Adams. 
Artists at all income levels, in all disciplines, and in all stages of 
their career may apply. To be eligible, artists must demonstrate 
readiness to move to (and make a minimum one-year commit-
ment to) North Adams by the end of 2017. For application form 
and full details, go to assetsforartists.org.

April 26: First-time Home Buyer Seminar hosted by Pittsfield 
Cooperative Bank from 6 to 7 p.m. at its 70 South St. office 
in Pittsfield. Designed to answer participants’ questions about 
the home-buying process, featuring industry professionals who 
can provide support along the way. For more information or 
to RSVP, email web@pittsfieldcoop.com or call Tim Kiely at 
413-629-1625.

April 26: Public hearing on the City of Pittsfield’s federal 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), and a draft 
Annual Action Plan outlining how CDBG funds will be used to 
address housing and community development needs in Pittsfield 
for the 2018 fiscal year. 7 p.m. at City Hall. Held as part of a 
30-day public review and comment period that ends on May 
9. More information and a draft of the document are available 
at www.cityofpittsfield.org.

April 26: Sales and Motivation Seminar, featuring Mark DeCell 
of Ameriprise Financial, 5 to 7 p.m. at Berkshire Community 
College South County Center, 343 Main St., Great Barrington. 
Presented by the Southern Berkshire Chamber of Commerce. 
For information, call 413-528-4284.

April 26: Good News Business Salute presented by 1Berkshire, 
7:30 to 9 a.m. at Berkshire Hills Country Club in Pittsfield. Honor-
ees include Cohen Kinne Valicenti & Cook, Elms College, Toole 
Insurance, and Anteris Solutions Inc. Also presentation of the 2017 
Esther Quinn Award. For tickets and information, call Danielle 
Thomas at 413-499-1600 or email info@1berkshire.com.

April 27: IEEE Computer & Control Chapter Dinner Meet-
ing, with presentation on CCD Technology and Applications 
in Remote Sensing, 6 p.m. at Cork ‘N Hearth Restaurant 
in Lee. For reservations and information, contact Richard 
Kolodziejczyk at 413-655-2623 or rkolod@ieee.org. 

April 28: Berkshire Family & Individual Resources (BFAIR) 
Annual Meeting, 7:30 a.m. at Williams Inn, Williamstown. A 
suggested donation of $10 may be made at the door. To attend, 
RSVP by April 21 to Carol Fox by calling 413-664-9382 ext. 
40, emailing cfox@bfair.org or online at www.bfair.org.

April 28: Brown Bag Lecture Series at Massachusetts College 
of Liberal Arts, with Dr. Karen Cardozo, assistant professor of 
interdisciplinary studies. Free and open to the public. 3 p.m. at 
Bowman Hall room 121. Information at www.mcla.edu.

April 29: Berkshire Bites, spring fund-raiser for Williamstown 
Community Preschool, featuring tastes from northern Berkshire 
restaurants and caterers, along with drinks and live music. 7 to 10 
p.m. at the school, 777 Main St. $50 in advance, $55 at the door. 
Tickets and information at williamstowncommunity.org.

April 29: 15th Annual Humane Race, 5K timed run or 1 mile 
fun walk to benefit the Berkshire Humane Society. Registration 
starts at 9 a.m. at 24 Water St., Williamstown; race and walk 
at 10. Or register online before noon on April 27. Registration 
fees and forms at http://humanerace.org/register/.

April 29: 9th Annual Gala MS Support Foundation Gala/
Fundraiser,  5:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Country Club of Pittsfield. 
Features guest speaker state Sen. Adam Hinds. For tickets and 
information, contact Donna Briggs at 413-664-2011 or email 
dbriggs1@msresource.org.

April 29: Spring Dinner and Benefit Auction presented by 
the Sandisfield Arts Center. Tickets and information at sand-
isfieldartscenter.org.

May 4: Where’s My Money? A Lesson on Saving and Spend-
ing, free workshop presented by Berkshire Community College 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Guardian Life Insurance, 700 South St., 
Pittsfield. Led by BCC Associate Professor of Business Wendy 
Meehan, the workshop will help participants become aware of 
their spending and savings habits, and instruct them on how to set 
financial goals and develop spending plans. Registration required. 
To register, email wmeehan@berkshirecc.edu.

May 4: Berkshire Business Showcase, presented by the South-
ern Berkshire Chamber of Commerce, 5 to 7:30 p.m. at Ski But-
ternut, 380 State Rd., Great Barrington. Participating businesses 
in a wide range of categories, along with music, refreshments 
and prizes. For information, call 413-528-4284.

May 4: Great Barrington Green Drinks, informal gathering 
of people interested in conservation and environmental issues 
on first Thursday of each month. 5:30 p.m. at the Prairie Whale, 
178 Main St. For more information, contact Natalie Narotzky 
at nnarotzky@gmail.com.

May 4: Girls Inc. Annual Ruth P. Boraski Celebration Eve-
ning, at the Colonial Theatre in Pittsfield. Includes presentation 
of the 2017 “She Knows Where She’s Going” award to Brenda 
Burdick, marketing and strategic communications manager for 
General Dynamics. For information, contact Bethany Kirchmann 
at 413-442-5174 ext. 12 or bethanyk@brighamcenter.org.

May 11: Business After Hours networking event presented the 
Southern Berkshire Chamber of Commerce, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
at American Institute for Economic Research, 250 Division St., 
Great Barrington. Information and RSVP at 413-528-4284.

May 12: Integrating Biological, Developmental, and Social 
Perspectives on the Impact of Trauma: Implications for 
Treatment, featuring Bekh Bradley, PhD, part of the Austen 
Riggs Center’s Erikson Institute 2016-17 Friday Night Guest 
Lecture Series. Offered free of charge from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 
the Austen Riggs Center, 25 Main St., Stockbridge. For details, 
visit www.austenriggs.org/events. 

May 13: Spring Enviro Action 
Fair & Expo, fundraiser for the 
Berkshire Environmental Action 
Team (BEAT), 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

at The Stationery Factory Gallery, 63 Flansburg Ave., Dalton 
(see story on page 3). Free and open to the public. For more 
information, call Judy Eddy at 413-652-5387 or email judy@
thebeatnews.org.

May 13: 118th Commencement exercises of Massachusetts 
College of Liberal Arts, with keynote speaker U.S. Rep. John 
Lewis (D-Georgia), a renowned leader of the civil rights move-
ment in the 1960s, who will receive an honorary Doctor of Public 
Service. 11 a.m., in the Amsler Campus Center Gymnasium. For 
more information, go to www.mcla.edu/commencement.

May 17: Spring Neighborlies community recognition award 
night, presented by the Northern Berkshire Community Coali-
tion (NBCC) from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at Congregation Beth Israel 
Synagogue, 3 Lois St., North Adams. For more information, 
call the NBCC at 413-663-7588.

May 18: Free admission at Norman Rockwell Museum, offered 
as part of the Association of Art Museum Directors’ (AAMD) 
Art Museum Day. In addition to current exhibitions, Norman 
Rockwell Museum will present gallery talks starting at 11 a.m., 
12:30 p.m., and 2:30 p.m. Information at www.nrm.org.

May 18-28: 2017 Berkshires Dream Auction, presented by 
1Berkshire to support the Berkshire Marketing Fund. Contri-
butions of items for the online auction are sought from local 
businesses. For information on making donations, contact 
Stephanie Bosley at 413-499-1600. The auction itself will be 
held at www.biddingforgood.com/berkshires.

May 25: Berkshire County Arc’s 23rd Annual Golf Tourna-
ment at Berkshire Hills Country Club in Pittsfield. All proceeds 
will support individuals with developmental disabilities, brain 
injuries and autism, and other disabilities. $150 per player, includes 
breakfast, lunch, dinner, green fees, cart and a gift. Deadline to 
sponsor and register to play is April 21. Contact Michelle at mba-
ity@bcarc.org or 413-499-4241 ext. 259 for information.u

the month in business

24 Hour Monitoring & Emergency Service

★ TAX CTAX CTAX CTAX CTAX COOOOOMMMMMPPPPP,,,,,     IIIIINNNNNCCCCC.....
TAX & FINANCIAL PLANNING
BOOKKEEPING & PAYROLL

Ralph Stroffolino, EA CFP
Debra Watroba & Donna Sciola, Payroll Admin.

Dan Boulais, Business Consultant

100 NORTH ST. • SUITE 310 • PITTSFIELD
Tel: 448-6222 • E-mail: info@tax-comp.com • Fax: 443-5619

137 North Street • Suite 207 • PittSfield
Tel: 413-448-6222 • www.tax-comp.com • Fax: 413-443-5619

PERSONALIZED PAYROLL SERVICE!
Our complete payroll service supports a wide range of pay types and schedules,
and includes check printing, direct deposit, tax filings, full compliance and more.

“My MBA has prepared me 
for potential careers in many 
different industries. My 
interactions with executives and 
successful business leaders have 
allowed me to become a stronger, 
more dynamic professional.” 

Cheryl Richards, MBA ‘15 

Workforce Learning Manager

Hillcrest Educational Centers, Inc.

Master of 
Business Administration

ADVANCE YOUR CAREER
MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF L IBERAL ARTS                                                MCLA.EDU/MBA  413 662 5410        
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Greylock Federal Credit Union reported 
solid fi nancial results for 2016 at its annual 
meeting on March 28. The credit union’s core 
operating earnings were $4.7 million, up from 
$3.2 million in the prior year, with total assets 
of about $1.1 billion. Regulatory capital – a key 
measure of fi nancial strength – ended the year 
at 9.94 percent, up from 9.70 percent in 2015, 
improving upon Greylock Federal’s “well- capi-
talized” rating as determined by the National 
Credit Union Administration. During 2016, the 
credit union granted nearly $280 million in 
loans and continued its position as the county’s 
top originator of mortgage loans and consumer 
loans. Greylock Federal’s membership grew 
by over 2,700 new members to a total year-end 
membership of nearly 78,000.

A second foreclosure auction is slated for April 
26 for the complex housing the Crowne Plaza Ho-
tel in downtown Pittsfi eld. An auction earlier this 
year led to what appeared to be a successful sale 
of the property to New York City-based Ladder 
Capital Finance LLC, which put in the winning 
bid of $3.95 million, secured by a non-refundable 
$100,000 deposit. According to news reports, that 
company backed out of the sale sometime after 
that Feb. 22 auction. For this second auction, 
being held by Sullivan & Sullivan Auctioneers 
of Sandwich on behalf of mortgage-holder San-
tander Bank of Boston, a non-refundable deposit 
of $200,000 will be required from the winning 
bidder, along with other conditions. The 14-fl oor, 
179-room hotel and adjacent parking garage are 
considered to be in need of substantial renovation. 
The auction will be held at 11 a.m. in front of the 
hotel’s main entrance on West Street.

Lenox has been chosen by USA TODAY to 
take part in their annual 10Best Readers’ Choice 
travel award contest. The Berkshire community 
was selected as a contender for Best Northeastern 
Small Town along with 19 other nominees. The 
contest gives the public four weeks to vote for 
their preferred town. Votes for Lenox can be cast 
at www.10best.com/awards/travel/best-northeast-
ern-small-town/lenox-massachusetts/. People can 
vote once a day for the run of the contest. Voting 
ends at noon on April 24, and the winners will 
be announced on 10Best (www.10best.com) at 
noon on April 28, and then later on USA TODAY 
(www.usatoday.com). For more information, 
contact Lenox Chamber of Commerce Executive 
Director Kameron Spaulding at info@lenox.org 
or 413-637-3646… The travel site Expedia has 
included Lenox on its list of the top destinations 
for luxury travel. “Luxury is in the eye of the 
beholder, but we know a good thing when we see 
it,” said Lily Rogers, a writer for Expedia’s travel 
blog Viewfi nder. “That’s why we’ve scoured our 
resources and travel expertise to fi nd some of the 
swankiest, most relaxing, beautifully lavish places 
to take your mind off your money and your money 
off your mind.” That work resulted in a list of 26 
destinations on which Lenox is joined by Tuscany, 
Bora Bora, Copenhagen, and Turks and Caicos, 
among others. “If performing arts tickle your fancy, 
make Lenox a priority next time you indulge,” 
Rogers said in the story. Expedia made mention 
of attractions like Tanglewood, The Mount, 
Ventfort Hall and Shakespeare & Company. 
Blantyre is described as “a pitch-perfect place 
to stay” and Alta Restaurant & Wine Bar was 
featured for their pan-seared scallops. Kameron 
Spaulding, director of the Lenox Chamber of 
Commerce, said that this kind of recognition high-
lights the hard work so many in the local service 
industry put in every day. “Lenox is continuing to 
be known as a great place to visit not just because 
of our famous attractions but the attention every 
guest is paid, the care we take of our town and the 
effort so many put it to make this all possible,” he 
said. The full story by Expedia can be found at 
https://viewfi nder.expedia.com/features/26-most-
extravagant-vacations-around-the-world/.

Jacob’s Pillow Dance has expanded its curated 
online video collection, Jacob’s Pillow Dance 
Interactive. The site now features more than 30 
multimedia essays from renowned dance scholars 
on three distinct themes: Tap, Women in Dance, 
and Dance of the African Diaspora. Contributing 
scholars include New York Times dance critic Brian 
Seibert on Tap; Jacob’s Pillow scholar-in-residence 
and contemporary dance historian Maura Keefe 
on Women in Dance; and dancer, dance historian 
and scholar John Perpener on Dance of the African 
Diaspora. Each essay includes archival materials 
of various media, including video interviews 
with artists, scans of original printed programs, 
photographs, and rare performance excerpts, 
resulting in a simulated, expert-led tour through 
the extensive archives. “Jacob’s Pillow Dance 
Interactive allows us to bring our stages to people 
across the globe,” said Jacob’s Pillow Director 
Pamela Tatge. “This new expansion highlights 
the depth and breadth of the archives and offers 
a signifi cant contribution to the dance fi eld.” The 
expansion was made possible with support from 
the Media Arts Program of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts. The Themes/Essays portion of 
the site can be viewed at https://danceinteractive.
jacobspillow.org/themes-essays/

Volunteers in Medicine Berkshires (VIM 
Berkshires) has been awarded the gold medal in 
the medical category of the second annual Henry 
Schein Cares Medal program. The program honors 
organizations that demonstrate excellence in ex-
panding access to care for the underserved. Stanley 
Bergman, chairman of the board and CEO of Henry 
Schein, presented VIM Berkshires with the gold 
medal ($15,000 cash award plus $10,000 worth of 
product from Henry Schein Cares) at a company 
event in March. VIM Berkshires was recognized 
for its commitment to providing free health care 
to income-qualifi ed, uninsured, and under-insured 
people of Berkshire County. It fulfi lls this mission 
by providing its patients with medical, mental 
health, dental and optometry services. It also offers 
acupuncture, nutritional counseling and diabetes 
education, as well as therapeutic massage as part of 
its non-opioid pain management program. “With a 
focus on helping people and families most in need, 
Volunteers in Medicine Berkshires exemplifi es the 
spirit of social responsibility that has guided our 
company for 85 years,” Bergman said. “We believe 
strongly that no one should go without essential 
health services because of their life’s circumstances, 
and we are pleased to support organizations that 
share that belief.” VIM Berkshires opened its doors 
in 2004, the result of a collaborative effort by lo-
cal medical professionals, business leaders, and 
community volunteers. It is the 30th VIM clinic 
nationally, the fi rst in New England, and the only 
one in Massachusetts. “As a volunteer organiza-
tion, this award will help us continue our work on 
behalf of local communities, and we thank Henry 
Schein and the Henry Schein Cares Foundation for 
its generous support,” said Art Peisner, chairman 
of the board of VIM Berkshires.
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…because home is where the heart is!

WE OFFER:
◆ Personal Care
◆ Live In Service – Up to and
 Including 24 Hour Care
◆ Medication Reminding
◆ Homemaking
◆ Companionship
◆ Shopping and Errands
◆ Door to Door Services for
 Appointments & Procedures
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EXPERIENCE BCC!
Join us for this unique open house event that will show you what it’s like to be a BCC student!

Wednesday, April 19th  • 10:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.  • BCC Main Campus
www.berkshirecc.edu/openhouse

#myBCC

 STOP & SHOP PLAZA, MERRILL ROAD, PITTSFIELD
 442-6911

 Mark E. Kasuba, Gemologistwww.medwardjewelers.com

Because there is no one like you

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
LENOX – Well-established business property with modern spacious 
owners apartment, 4,000 sq. ft., full liquor license, 4 acres. $850,000.

CENTRAL BERKSHIRES – Profitable restaurant with full liquor 
license, fully equipped and furnished, 35-seat capacity. $99,500.

CENTRAL BERKSHIRES – Long-established package store, fully 
equipped with walk-in cooler and loading dock. Full liquor license. 
$1,000 for business, $750/mo rent.

NEARBY NEW YORK – Established cafe, fully equipped with coolers 
and Ensel System. $45,000.

EASTERN NEW YORK (near Jiminy Peak) – Fully equipped restaurant 
on 1.6 acres. $299,500.

LIBERTY INVESTMENT GROUP
413-442-8974
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news & notes from the region

Berkshire Theatre Group has announced 
a new series, the $10 Music Garage, devoted 
to presenting emerging musicians and regional 
talent. The first installment will feature dream-
pop band, Arc Iris, with special guest, the North 
Adams-based band, Francesca Shanks, on April 28 
at 8 p.m. at The Garage (111 South St., Pittsfield, 
adjacent to the Colonial Theater). This event is 
presented in collaboration with Common Folk 
Artist Collective, whose mission is to inspire 
creativity, strengthen local and emerging artistry, 
and make a healthy impact on the community. 
For tickets and information, contact the Colonial 
Ticket Office at 413-997-4444 or online at www.
berkshiretheatregroup.org.

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts 
(MCLA), the Southern Berkshire Regional 
School District, the Berkshire Hills Regional 
School District and the Flying Cloud Institute 
have secured a $46,000 Massachusetts Mathemat-
ics and Science Partnership (MMSP) program 
grant from the state’s Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education (DESE). The grant 
will be used to improve student achievement in 
mathematics, science and technology/engineer-
ing through a week-long, intensive professional 
development course for local educators, which will 
take place this summer at MCLA. Also as part of 
this program, elementary school educators will 
develop lessons to teach in their classrooms in the 
fall, and will reconvene for a number of profes-
sional learning network meetings throughout the 
2017-18 academic year to share their experiences 
and the lessons they created. “We are excited to 
work with our K-12 community partners as we 
support a local school district,” said Jake Eber-
wein, MCLA’s dean of graduate and continuing 
education. “This program will result in a pool of 
well-equipped teachers who are more confident in 
how they approach science in elementary school 
classrooms, as they provide a deeper and richer 
experience for their students.” In addition to 
educators from the Southern Berkshire Regional 
School District, elementary school teachers from 
across Berkshire County may participate in the 
summer course and the subsequent yearlong 
program, Eberwein said. Educators must apply 
to participate. For more information and to apply 
for this summer course, go to www.mcla.edu/
summer, or call MCLA’s Office of Graduate and 
Continuing Education, 413-662-5775.

The Bidwell House Museum in Monterey is 
offering high school students with an interest in 
history – particularly local Berkshire colonial 
history – the opportunity to become a Young 
History Scholar Intern this summer. The museum 
will offer eight to 10 students the chance to get an 
inside view of the 1760s New England heritage 
site and the operations of a nonprofit. Thanks in 
part to grants from the Monterey, Lenox and Great 
Barrington Cultural Councils, as well as private 
sponsors and friends of the museum, each high 
school intern will receive a $200 stipend for the 
two-week internship. The museum is also seeking 
a college student for an eight-week internship. 
The internship application can be found at www.
bidwellhousemuseum.org. Deadline for applica-
tions is April 30, and applicants will be invited for 
an interview. For additional information, contact 
Barbara Palmer, executive director, at bidwell-
house@gmail.com or 413-528-6888.

United Cerebral Palsy of Berkshire County 
(UCP) has been awarded the Assistive Technol-
ogy Regional Center contract through 2027. 
The anticipated annual amount for the contract 
is $100,000 per year. Funding for this program, 
part of the MassMATCH federal program which 
is administered by the Massachusetts Rehabilita-
tion Commission, allows UCP to lend assistive 
technology equipment and offer demonstrations 
throughout western Massachusetts. “At UCP, we 
believe technology is the key to unlocking human 
potential, so I am pleased to announce that UCP 
has been officially awarded the contract to offer 
Assistive Technology Regional Center services 
to western Massachusetts,” said Sal Garozzo, 
executive director of UCP of Berkshire County. 
The funds will be used by UCP to purchase as-
sistive equipment and to educate the community 
about the benefits and uses of assistive technology 
through workshops and device demonstrations. 
Loans of assistive technology devices and durable 
medical equipment are free of charge, so people 
can learn about and try out the latest equipment. 
Device loans are useful for those considering a 
purchase, wanting to “test drive” a particular 
product, or needing a “loaner” while their own 
equipment is out for repair. “The Center can help 
educators and employers seeking an equipment 
trial, or people with temporary disabilities who 
need a device,” said Garozzo. “We also facilitate 
the necessary assessments and requirements 
for people needing equipment purchased on a 
permanent basis.” For more information about 
UCP’s Assistive Technology Program, contact 
Amanda Donahue at 413-664-9345 ext. 20 or 
adonahue@ucpberkshire.org.

Applications are now available for the City 
of Pittsfield’s Senior Tax Work-Off Program for 
Fiscal Year 2018. Eligible candidates must be 
Pittsfield residential property owners 60 years of 
age and older at the time of the application. There 
will be a limit of two participants per eligible 
property; however, the total abatement cannot 
exceed the maximum exemption of $1,000. 
For a married individual, yearly income cannot 
exceed $35,137. For a single individual, yearly 
income cannot exceed $29,753. All volunteer 
work must be completed between June 1 and 
Nov. 30. Application forms for this program can 
be found at http://cityofpittsfield.org/city_hall/
board_of_assessors/index.php. They are also 
available at the Assessors’ Office, room 108 
in City Hall. Work-Off Program applications 
must be postmarked or received by the Asses-
sors’ Office by May 12. For more information 
on the program, contact the Assessors’ Office 
at 413-395-0102.

The Pittsfield Cultural Council (PCC) has 
announced that grants totaling more than $26,000 
will be awarded to 37 local artists and cultural 
organizations through its annual grants program, 
which is funded by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council. “We are particularly excited to see the 
ways in which community groups are using the arts 
to inspire positive change in this city through youth 
programs, outreach efforts, free and diverse public 
performances, and other events and activities,” 
said Nancy Ringer, council member. The PCC will 
seek grant applications again in the fall. For more 
information, email pittsfieldculture@yahoo.com 
or visit www.mass-culture.org/Pittsfield.

The Northern Berkshire Community Coali-
tion (NBCC) is accepting nominations for the 
Spring Neighborlies celebration, a community 
recognition award night. The Neighborlies will be 
held May 17 from 5 to 6:30 p.m., at Congregation 
Beth Israel Synagogue, 53 Lois St., North Adams. 
Residents are encouraged to nominate people of 
all ages who have performed acts of kindness or 
made a positive difference in their lives, in their 
neighborhoods or in their community. Anyone 
may nominate individuals or groups in one or 
more of the following categories: neighborly acts, 
young people taking the lead, business/agency 
support, groups pulling together on a project, 
and community health and wellness. Nomina-
tions can be submitted by visiting http://bit.ly/
nbccneighborlies. Applications may be picked up 
and dropped off or mailed to the NBCC office at 
61 Main St., Suite 218, North Adams, MA 01247. 
Nominations may also be called in to 413-663-
7588 or emailed to gmcarter@nbccoalition.org. 
Send the name(s), address, phone and email of 
those being nominated and those making the 
nomination, with category indication and a brief 
description of the reason (15 words or less). Each 
nominee will receive an invitation to the event to 
receive their award, presented by North Adams 
Mayor Richard Alcombright and NBCC staff. 
Nominations are accepted through May 8. For 
more information, call 413-663-7588.

OKAY, 
NOW WHAT?

Have recent market events left you uncertain about 
your financial future? Investing shouldn’t be fraught 
with confusion; We can help clear things up. We will  
address your short- and long-term strategies, help you 
select the most appropriate investment vehicles for your 
needs and help guide you toward financial well-being.

Call today for more information or to schedule  
a consultation.

Brian P. Astorino, CRPC®

LPL Financial Advisor
(413) 236-4837
660 Merrill Road • Pittsfield, MA 01201

Michael A. Fazio, CFP®

Senior Vice President
LPL Financial Advisor
(413) 236-4835
150 West Street • Pittsfield, MA 01201

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment 
Advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC. Insurance products offered through LPL Financial or its 
licensed affiliates.

Not NCUA Insured    Not Credit Union Guaranteed    May Lose Value

Thoughtful Design.
Experienced Choices.

Beautiful Results.
After a lifetime of caring about the landscapes here in

the Berkshires, we’ve gained the experience to do it all.

Expert Design, Construction and Maintenance

Energetic Landscaping, Inc.
“The Full Service Professionals”

Serving the Berkshires Since 1979

413-442-4873

www.energeticlandscaping.com
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Front pages

Update
Business

LEvER LEFTovERS – omitted from last month’s story on Lever Inc. (“Lever Inc. adds new Pilot Fund 
to portfolio of start-up support”) was information about the organization’s recently expanded staff and 
physical space. New to the staff are Sarah Wu, a 2016 Williams College graduate, in the position of pro-
gram coordinator; and Alex Lopez, a 2016 graduate of MCLA, in the position of software engineer. They 
are shown here in Lever’s new conference room, which is located down the hall from its offices on the 
second floor of 85 Main St. in downtown North Adams. The conference room is equipped with an LG 55-
inch 4K resolution monitor, Logitech Group video conferencing equipment, and high-speed Wi-Fi. Lever 
Executive Director Jeffrey Thomas says the conference room is an additional resource available to the 
start-up ventures that the nonprofit organization assists as part of its mission to promote local economic 
development. The room is also available for booking by other local businesses and organizations at an 
hourly rate of $25. Additional information is available by contacting Sarah Wu at swu@lever.org.

Berkshire Orthopaedic Associates, an affili-
ate of Berkshire Health Systems, has expanded 
its services to northern Berkshire County with 
a new office at the North Adams Campus of 
BMC, where it will provide outpatient, minimally 
invasive orthopaedic surgery in state-of-the-art 
operating suites. The space, which includes in-
office X-Ray and rehabilitation, is on the first 
floor of the North Adams Campus, just off the 
main lobby. The practice features Kevin Mitts, 
MD, Jeffrey Cella, MD, Anthony DeFelice, DO, 
Michael Nancollas, MD, Mark Sprague, MD, 
and David Grygier, MD. They have offices in 
Pittsfield and Great Barrington, in addition to the 
new North Adams location. Berkshire Orthopaedic 
Associates anticipates welcoming a new surgeon 
in the near future who will be practicing out of 
the North Adams location.

Berkshire Natural Resources Council 
(BNRC) will mark its 50th anniversary year 
with a series of special hikes and walks and 
a community celebration in September, all of 
which will be free and open to the public. The 
conservation organization also plans to mark its 
anniversary with the completion of a $5 million 
capital campaign to launch the Berkshire High 
Road, a long-range vision for a countywide trail 
network linking conservation to communities (see 
July 2016 BT&C). “For half a century, people who 
love the Berkshires and love the outdoors have 
made it possible for BNRC to bring the benefits 
of nature to the people of our county,” said Tad 
Ames, BNRC’s president. “We celebrate this year 
as a tribute and ‘thank you’ to everyone who has 
taken steps, large or small, to keep the Berkshires’ 
most amazing places unspoiled and open for every-
one to enjoy.” Planned events for the celebration 
include five guided walks with refreshments and 
expert leaders, a self-guided scavenger hunt on 
BNRC lands, and a day-long party at Holiday 
Farm in Dalton on Sept. 9, featuring hayrides, 
guided walks, archery, animals, and food. For 
more details on all celebratory activities, visit 
www.bnrc.org/50. BNRC owns and manages over 
10,000 acres for public use, and protects another 
11,000-plus acres of private land through use of 
conservation restrictions. Popular BNRC sites 
and trails such as Olivia’s Overlook, the Hoosac 
Range, Steadman Pond, Alford Springs and Basin 
Pond have become destinations for locals and 
visitors alike. The High Road initiative aims to 
save land and create trail links that will connect 
conserved lands owned by many different private 
and public conservation groups into town and 
village centers. “Ultimately, our supporters want 
to see a county where nature is more integrated 
into our daily lives,” Ames said. “The middle 
of town is a great place to get a sandwich, your 
mail and a cup of coffee, but why not also see if 
we can make downtown a jumping off point for 
a walk, whether it’s a 30-minute stroll to revive 
your spirits, or a three-day hike from inn to inn?” 
Ames said that BNRC is within $250,000 of reach-
ing its $5 million goal for the capital campaign 
to launch the High Road. More details about the 
campaign and vision can be found at www.bnrc.
org/the-high-road.

Berkshire Bank Foundation has announced a 
new grant opportunity to help meet the evolving 
needs of nonprofit organizations in communi-
ties served by Berkshire Bank. Through the 
Xtraordinary Day Grant Request For Proposal 
(RFP), the foundation is inviting concise propos-
als that seek to build the capacity of nonprofit 
organizations by funding a variety of activities 
that will improve an organization’s performance 
and impact. If selected, the organization will be 
eligible for one of four grants of up to $5,000. 
“We often hear from our nonprofit partners that 
one of the challenges to achieving more robust 
outcomes and dramatically improving the lives 
of members of our communities is their limited 
capacity,” said Lori Gazzillo, vice president and 
director of Berkshire Bank Foundation. “Many 
organizations are doing incredibly impactful work, 
but lack the funding to support initiatives such as 
professional development or technology upgrades 
to enhance their programs. We’re excited to offer 
this grant opportunity to help provide some of 
these organizations with the funding they need 
to take their operations to the next level.” To 
be eligible for support, organizations must be a 
501c3 nonprofit organization located in or directly 
providing services in communities served by 
Berkshire Bank. Organizations must also submit 
an application through the online process. Ap-
plications for the grant opportunity are available 
at www.berkshirebank.com/rfp. Organizations 
will have until April 30 to submit their requests. 
Questions about this grant opportunity can be 
directed to foundation@berkshirebank.com… 
Berkshire Bank has been named a finalist for 
the 2017 Halo Award, the winner of which will 
be announced at the Engage for Good conference 
in Chicago on June 1. The Halo Awards recognize 
corporate social responsibility initiatives that 
take innovative and impactful approaches to 
supporting causes, targeting both consumers and 
employees. Berkshire Bank was named a finalist 
in the Employee Engagement category, which 
highlights programs focused on meaningfully 
and measurably engaging a company’s employees 
in a cause-focused initiative to achieve both a 
social and a business impact. The bank is being 
recognized for its Xtraordinary Day of Service in 
June 2016, through which it mobilized 95 percent 
of its workforce on a wide range of community 
service projects, as well as for its broader XTEAM 
corporate employee volunteer program. The other 
finalists for the award include Viacom, Kohl’s, 
and Xylem Watermark.

The City of Pittsfield has launched its new of-
ficial mobile resource, the PittSMART (Pittsfield 
Municipal Assistance & Reporting Technology) 
App. The mobile app, which provides a platform 
for residents to access their local government in a 
single location, is part of a comprehensive effort 
by the city to enhance resident communications 
and service delivery. PittSMART is available in 
the Apple App Store and Google Play. PittSMART 
can also be accessed through the city’s website, 
http://cityofpittsfield.org/report/index.php. Scott 
Connors, the city’s IT project manager, said the 
new platform, also known as a citizen relationship 
management (CRM) tool, creates a streamlined 
process for community engagement. With this new 
tool, residents can submit, track and view nearby 
service requests through their smartphone and 
online. Residents can also use the in-app widgets 
to find information about city events, public facili-
ties, trash pickup and more. A short instructional 
video can be viewed at http://www.cityofpittsfield.
org/city_hall/management_information_systems/
test.php. For more information about PittSMART, 
contact Connors at 413-499-9405.

Jacob’s Pillow Dance has received a $100,000 
grant from the Barr Foundation to expand its free 
offerings for community members and create op-
portunities for Berkshire residents to connect with 
Pillow artists in onsite and offsite performances, 
workshops, classes, and other participatory events. 
The funding also helps to launch new programs at 
the Pillow including the Dancing Berkshires Fund, 
which offers discounted performance tickets to 
students enrolled in schools and dance studios in 
Berkshire County. Based on its successful Cur-
riculum in Motion program offered in Berkshire 
County schools, the Pillow will pilot a program in 
kinesthetic learning for adults working in medical 
settings in partnership with Berkshire Medical 
Center, Volunteers in Medicine, and dance 
educators. Funding from the Barr Foundation will 
also allow the Pillow to develop and host regional 
and national convenings, including a gathering of 
New England choreographers in the fall of 2017. 
In summer 2018, the Pillow plans to revive the 
Dance Presenters’ Forum with the Association of 
Performing Arts Presenters, Dance/USA, and New 
England Foundation for the Arts. Support from Barr 
is also assisting in the creation of the Jacob’s Pillow 
College Partnership Program, which will offer op-
portunities for educators to engage with the Pillow’s 
resources in their research and pedagogy, as well as 
take advantage of its internship program.

Over $120 
Million in 

Commercial 
& Residential 
Sales over a

29 Year Career

2016 PReSident

1.59-acre commercial site
$299,900

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION! Office building 
and 45 parking spaces with great visibility on Route 
7 in Lanesboro. Built in 2003 with 2800 sq. ft., two 
accessible bathrooms, two gas fireplaces, central 
A/C. Move your business here! (4081B)

5-acre commercial site
route 7 – lanesboro

Five buildings ranging from 500 to 6,000 sq. 
ft. offered at $899,900. See MLS 214374 at 
barbhassanrealty.com for more details.(4068B)

reduced

BaRB daviS-HaSSan,CCiM
BROkeR/OwneR

“Use a Certified Commercial Investment Member 
for all of your real estate needs.”

for sale – Pittsfield
$599,900 

South Street building with over 18,000 sq. ft. on four 
floors plus partial basement. Parking lot in rear holds 
42 vehicles. Full commercial kitchen, lots of office 
space. Large open auditorium with 20’ ceilings. 
Contact Barb for more details. (4074B)

reduced

for sale – Pittsfield
446 tyler street – $129,900

Long-term retail store on busy Tyler Street corridor, 
with two-bedroom apartment for added cash flow 
in upper level. General Business Zoning. Contact 
Barb for more details. (4079B)

reduced

roUte 7 – laNesBoro
$209,900

Four unit retail center plus apartment, w/separate 
house, detached garage on 1.4 acres. High-visibility 
location, upgraded septic, town water. (4082B)

Sold

413-447-7300 • 413-822-4742
www.BarbHassanrealty.com

paulwilcor@aol.com413-822-7215

Paul W. Cormier – MBA, JD
Counsellor at Law

Business Formation & Counseling
Information & Human Resource Services

Financial Services • Tax Return Preparation
66 roselyn drive , pittsfield, Ma 01201

One of many historical 
properties we protect

every day.

1-800-369-3905
www.LeeAudioNSecurity.net
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news & notes from the region

Berkshire Theatre Group (BTG) has received 
a $2,500 grant from the Enterprise Holdings 
Foundation that will be used to underwrite tickets 
for families and children to BTG’s 2017 Holiday 
Production. “We are deeply thankful for the grant 
from the Enterprise Holdings Foundation,” said 
Kate Maguire, BTG’s artistic director and CEO. 
“With this support, we may share our joyous 2017 
Holiday Production with children and families 
who otherwise might not be able to participate.” 
The Enterprise Holdings Foundation is the phil-
anthropic arm of Enterprise Holdings, which 
operates the Enterprise Rent-A-Car, National Car 
Rental and Alamo Rent A Car brands.

Pittsfield and four other state-designated 
“gateway” cities have been selected to be part of 
a pilot program that will provide seeded college 
savings accounts to low-income middle school-
ers and families. The two-year initiative, known 
as SoarMA, is funded through public-private 
partnerships, and will provide a matched savings 
program and a financial education curriculum. 
The 529 college savings accounts will be offered 
through the Office of the Massachusetts State 
Treasurer and Receiver General, in collaboration 
with the Massachusetts Educational Financing 
Authority (MEFA) and Inversant. Other cities 
selected for the program are Haverhill, Lowell, 
Springfield and Worcester. “Access to an afford-
able higher education provides a pathway to eco-
nomic stability for many children and families,” 
said state Treasurer Deb Goldberg. “I am excited 
to join the effort of these five gateway cities to 
help ensure Massachusetts’ next generation of 
leaders has a bright future.” Pittsfield School 
Superintendent Jason “Jake” McCandless said 
the city’s inclusion in this program provides 
families with an important resource to help 
prepare for their children’s college education. 
“For many families, especially first-generation 
college families, the financing of a college educa-
tion is the scariest hurdle to confront, let alone 
get over,” said McCandless. “The SoarMA 529 
college savings program gets families thinking 
about funding college, and takes the fear out 
of college funding, and replaces it with a plan 
and incentives to get to college savings goal.” 
Open enrollment for SoarMA will begin at the 
start of the 2017-2018 school year. For more 
information, contact Central Administration at 
413-499-9512.

The directors of five cultural organizations in 
the northern Berkshires and southern Vermont 
have launched ArtCountry, a new initiative to 
drive awareness, increase tourism, and encourage 
economic development by focusing on the cultural 
resources that are unique to the area. ArtCountry 
is a consortium comprised of Massachusetts 
Museum of Contemporary Art (MASS MoCA), 
the Clark Art Institute, the Williams College 
Museum of Art, the Bennington Museum, and 
the Williamstown Theatre Festival. The group 
formally unveiled their collaboration at an April 
5 event, where the directors of each institution 
provided an overview of their summer plans, 
highlighting the energy and diversity of a season 
that is expected to bring new attention to the region. 
The ArtCountry initiative will promote the unique 
assets of the region through collaborative program-
ming, joint ticket offers, and a unified approach 
to attracting visitors to the region. Among other 
programs, the ArtCountry organizations will offer 
a four-way museum ticket this summer, providing 
discounted admission to the Clark, MASS MoCA, 
and the Bennington Museum, and offering a 20-
percent discount in the WCMA Museum Store. 
The $40 ticket represents a 20-percent savings 
and is valid throughout the year. Three local 
hotels – the Williams Inn, Tourists (opening 
summer 2017), and the Porches Inn at MASS 
MoCA – are collaborating with ArtCountry to 
offer special accommodation packages combining 
hotel stays and admission. More information is 
available at artcountry.org.

The Austen Riggs Center, through the Erik-
son Institute for Education and Research, has 
received a grant from the John Leopold Weil and 
Geraldine Rickard Weil Memorial Charitable Foun-
dation to support its Human Development Strategic 
Initiative. This multilayered initiative encompasses 
community intervention, research, and education, 
which are central tasks of the Erikson Institute. 
“This initiative provides an opportunity to extend 
the impact of our work beyond the small number of 
patients who have access to our intensive residential 
treatment through meaningful engagement in our 
local community,” said Dr. Donna Elmendorf, di-
rector of the Austen Riggs Therapeutic Community 
Program and leader of the Human Development 
Strategic Initiative.  Additional support for the 
initiative has been provided by Berkshire United 
Way and by an anonymous donor.◆

Jim’s Lawn Care
Call now to arrange for Spring Clean Up services

Lawn Mowing & Fertilizer Treatment H Garden Care & Maintenance 
Brush Cutting H Chain Saw Work H Pruning H Hedge Trimming 

Mulching H Rototilling H Painting H Fencing H Junk Removal

413-464-0373
(Leave Message)Free Estimates                                                             Firewood for Sale
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“Serving Berkshire County For Over 65 Years”

Paving • EquiPmEnt REntals • sitE WoRk • Foundations
sEWER • WatER • sEPtic • snoW PloWing

Rick Newton, President

65

413-443-5078
ewnewton@nybiz.rr.com

561-1/2 Dalton Ave.
Pittsfield, MA 01021

If your plan is to invest in IT  
when it breaks, 
you don’t have a plan.

Expect more.

compuworks.biz

1 Fenn Street  
Pittsfield, MA

413-499-0607 
800-207-1926
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By Jane winn
In January of this year, a new steering 

team coalesced to guide western Mas-
sachusetts communities to a new energy 
future. Part of a new approach by Mass 
Power Forward to coordinate its campaigns 
across the state, the steering team includes 
representatives from Berkshire, Hampshire, 
Hampden and Franklin counties who have 
diverse backgrounds in business, nonprofit 
leadership, academia, energy, government 
and grassroots organizing. The team is 
tasked with supporting western Massachu-
setts communities as they shift to clean, 
renewable energy sources.

Mass Power Forward (MPF) is a state-
wide coalition working to ensure that our 
state adopts an energy policy that supports 
local renewable energy resources; keeps 
energy dollars in our communities; creates 
sustainable, living-wage jobs; and protects 
our commonwealth from climate change 
and life-threatening pollution. MPF 
members are keen (as so many of us are 
to share resources and join forces to make 

meaningful change that results in a livable 
future for all of us. No small task! But, 
as the executive director of the Berkshire 
Environmental Action Team (BEAT), I as-
sure you that when a group of determined 
individuals care deeply about a place – be 
it as small as a vernal pool or as large as a 
commonwealth – they can be a powerful 
force to ensure its protection.

Love of place. That is what we’re really 
talking about here, though the reality is 
often lost in the minutiae of energy policy, 
kilowatt hours and profit margins. We are 
here to ensure a healthy environment and 
strong, clean energy economy with jobs 
that pay at least a living wage for every-
one here in Berkshire County, western 
Massachusetts, all of Massachusetts, New 
England, the United States.

Accomplishing this power shift from 
polluting fossil fuels to a clean energy 
economy is not some fanciful dream. It is 
already happening!

According to the 2016 Massachusetts 
Clean Energy Industry Report (an annual 

accounting of the sector’s activity), the 
clean energy sector continues to report 
sustained growth, expanding to more than 
105,000 jobs between 2015 and 2016. 
The industry contributes $11.8 billion 
to Massachusetts’ Gross State Product 
and represents a 2.5-percent share of the 
entire Massachusetts economy. This robust 
sector grew 6 percent since the 2015 
report and by 75 percent – or 45,000 more 
workers – since 2010. And these jobs pay 
well with almost 70 percent of full-time 
workers earning $50,000 or more annually, 
compared to a median wage of $45,573 for 
all jobs across Massachusetts.

Business backing
On March 21, the new MPF steering 

team held a press conference to share the 
news that over 500 (and counting) small 
businesses across Massachusetts had 
signed a letter to Gov. Baker and our leg-
islature. These business owners declared 
that: a) they do not want new gas pipelines 
and infrastructure built; b) they certainly 
do not want to cripple New England rate-
payers with footing the bill for infrastruc-
ture that gleans profits for behemoth, mul-
tinational fossil fuel energy companies; 
and c) they wholeheartedly support efforts 
to get Massachusetts to 100-percent clean, 
renewable energy as soon as possible.

Not only will a 100-percent renewable 
commitment put Massachusetts back on 
top as a leader in innovation and political 
strength for the good of the people, these 
actions will help us meet and even surpass 
2020 Global Warming Solutions Act goals 
– goals we are required by law to meet.

The fact is, we don’t need more gas. 
This has been proven time and again in 
Massachusetts and across New England. 
The line we’ve been fed is that more “natu-
ral” (fracked) gas is needed to generate 
electricity during the handful of peak de-

commentarysoUnding board

Jane Winn is executive 
director of Berkshire 
Environmental Action 
Team (BEAT). She can 
be reached at jane@
thebeatnews.org.

mand days in the middle of winter. In fact, 
electricity use has gone down in recent 
years, and now even peak demand is not 
rising (see: Draft 2017 CELT ISO-NE An-
nual Energy and Summer Peak Forecast).

A report issued in February by Syn-
apse Energy Economics – entitled “New 
England’s Shrinking Need for Natural 
Gas” – found the costs of the proposed Ac-
cess Northeast pipeline to transport natural 
(fracked) gas into Massachusetts and 
other New England states would be more 
than double what pipeline sponsors claim 
– $6.6 billion versus the projected $3.2 
billion. A cost that, if Gov. Baker had his 
way, would be borne by electric ratepayers 
in these regions. Furthermore, the report 
shows that the use of natural gas in New 
England for electric generation must de-
crease by 27 percent by 2023, compared to 
2015, to meet existing laws. This decrease 
will leave existing pipelines under-used 
and new ones certainly not needed.

These facts back up the conclusions 
of “Power System Reliability in New 
England,” an Analysis Group Inc. report 
commissioned in 2015 by the Massachu-
setts Attorney General, that made it clear 
we do not need more natural gas in the 
commonwealth.

A renewed commitment to energy ef-
ficiency programs (which are the cleanest, 
least expensive form of energy) – combined 
with demand reduction, energy storage, 
responsibly sited solar, off-shore wind, and 
elimination of gas leaks – can reduce the 
“we need more gas” arguments to nothing 
but smoke.

Another smokescreen that hides cor-
porate greed has been offered up by the 
utility companies that provide electricity to 
most of us: the proposed overall 7-percent 
rate hike (closer to 10 percent for western 
Massachusetts) would result in $96 million 
“additional revenues” over the next two 
years for Eversource. Our Attorney General 
is fighting this outrageous rate increase. 
By statute, the Attorney General’s Office 
of Ratepayer Advocacy represents the 
interest of ratepayers in proceedings before 
the state’s Department of Public Utilities 
(DPU). Eversource’s proposals include a 
request for a 10.5-percent rate of share-
holder profits. Between 2010 and 2015, 
Eversource’s shareholders of common stock 
received a cumulative total return (includ-
ing quarterly dividends and the change in 
the market price per share) of 89 percent.

Many of us have just attended the 
DPU’s April 10 hearing in Pittsfield on 
these rate hikes, asking that the DPU listen 
to the Attorney General and protect rate-
payers against outrageous corporate greed.

Please don’t be blinded by the smoke. 
Mass Power Forward is working hard to 
ensure the future of energy is one where 
profitable clean energy enterprises will 
provide well-paying jobs to many more 
people than pipelines ever could. Our elec-
tricity will be generated without produc-
ing toxic emissions from a stack, while at 
the same time we keep our air, water and 
land clean and substantially reducing our 
greenhouse gas emissions.

If you would like to join in our efforts in 
the Berkshires, come check out a 350MA-
Berkshire meeting held the third Wednes-
day of every month at the Unitarian Univer-
salist Church, 75 Wendell Ave. in Pittsfield. 
The gathering starts at 5:30 p.m. with a 
social half-hour, and the meeting starts at 6. 
To learn more about the many environmen-
tal issues Berkshire Environmental Action 
Team (BEAT) is involved with, please visit 
our website, www.thebeatnews.org.◆

Shift to renewable energy good for business, Berkshires

OffiCe BuiLDing / BuSineSS OPPORtunity

Commercially zoned building on high-
traffic street available for lease (with option 
to buy) or sale. The 2,300 sq. ft. modern 
and handicap-accessible building features 
3 full bathrooms, full air conditioning, 
natural gas heating system, and private 
exclusive parking lot. Most recently used 
and remodeled for a real estate office, the 
building could be used for professional 
offices, shops or other business purposes.

154 Elm St • Pittsfield

Sale price…$159,900  •  Lease price…$1500/month
413-822-1572

email your firm’s news 
and announcements to:

info@btaconline.com



11May 2017  Berkshire Trade & CoMMerCe

32 Karen Pines Street  
Dedham, MA 02026

978.264.3264

Client 
Approval

 

____________
Initials

Client: MountainOne Bank

Publication:  Berkshire Trade & 
Commerce

Insertion Date: Feb 2017 
 

JOB NUMBER: MTN-102 FILE NAME: MTN-096_Simplify_print_10.25x16_BTC FINAL.pdf

Live Area: N/A 

Trim: 10.25” (w) x 16” (h)

Scale: 100% Actual Size

Pittsfield   |   North Adams   |   Williamstown   |  Danvers   |   Quincy   |   Rockland   |   Scituate  

There’s real value in the simplicity that comes from choosing one company for your insurance, 

investment, and banking needs. Like the convenience of working with a team of local, trusted 

experts who get to know your business and ask the right questions to understand your unique 
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people on the move
Stephanie McNair 

and Maggie Barry have 
joined William Pitt So-
theby’s International 
Realty as sales agents 
and will be based in the 
fi rm’s new Lenox offi ce. 
McNair is an experienced 
agent who previously was 
a partner at her own real 
estate fi rm in the southern 
Berkshires and hilltowns. 

She also brings a professional background in sales 
and marketing for several national corporations. 
Barry, a Berkshire native, grew up in a family of 
local architects, engineers 
and contractors. She is 
co-owner and manager 
of the LakeHouse Inn 
in Lee, which reopened 
last year after extensive 
renovations of the historic 
building. Prior to work-
ing in real estate, Barry 
worked in the hospitality 
industry and served as 
the manager of two local 
restaurants, while working part-time at a local 
public accounting fi rm.

Berkshire Botanical Garden has announced 
the appointment of Adaline Frelinghuysen 
and Joanne Leonhardt Cassullo to its board 
of trustees for 2017. Frelinghuysen, a part-time 
resident of Stockbridge, is a lifelong gardener 
whose family has had a connection to Berkshire 
Botanical Garden since its inception. Cassullo, 
of Dallas, Texas, is president and director of the 
Dorothea L. Leonhardt Foundation Inc. and serves 
on boards of several organizations centered on the 
contemporary art world.

Southwestern Vermont Medical Center 
(SVMC) and Anthony Donaldson, MD, have an-
nounced that Andrew Cowder, MD, has joined 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Putnam Medical Group 
and SVMC Urology. The two will practice in 
Suite 100 of the Medical Offi ce Building at 140 
Hospital Drive in Bennington. Cowder has served 
on the SVMC medical staff since 2002 and has 
operated a successful private practice, Monument 
Urology, since 2004.

Joyce Bernstein of New Marlborough, Rose 
Ellis of Williamstown, and Robin (Schultz) 
Gerber of New Marlborough have been added to 
the board of directors of IS183 Art School. Bern-
stein has a background as an entrepreneurial and 
creative executive with experience in real estate 
development, management, and marketing. She 
is on the MASS MoCA board of trustees and is 
active in private and public community develop-
ment projects, refugee resettlement, international 
travel, conservation and farming. Ellis, former 
superintendent of schools in Williamstown, works 
with nonprofi t organizations on visioning their 
future, developing strategic plans, and optimiz-
ing internal processes. Gerber, of Robin Schultz 
Interior Design, brings her creativity, energy and 
enthusiasm to board service with IS183, along with 
a strong belief in giving back to the community.

The School Committee of the Southern 
Berkshire Regional School District (SBRSD) 
has selected Beth Regulbuto to become its next 
superintendent. Regulbuto is currently the asso-
ciate superintendent of schools at the Hampden-
Wilbraham Regional School District, where she has 
worked in different capacities since 2007. Prior to 
her administrative work at Hampden-Wilbraham, 
she was an early childhood and performing arts 
teacher for several decades. Regulbuto will start her 
new role on July 1 upon the retirement of David 
Hastings on June 30. Hastings has held the posi-
tion of superintendent since July 2013.

Berkshire Health Sys-
tems has announced the 
appointment of Elie Se-
maan, MD, a vascular 
surgeon, to the medical 
staff of Berkshire Medical 
Center and the physician 
staff of Berkshire Surgical 
Services of BMC, where 
he is accepting new pa-
tients in need of vascular 
care. Semaan comes to the 
Berkshires from New Hampshire, where he oper-
ated a vascular surgery practice. Previously, he was 
director of vascular and endovascular surgery at 
NYC Surgical Associates in New York, and has also 
served as an assistant professor in vascular surgery 
at Cornell-Weill Medical College and University 
of Arizona College of Medicine-Phoenix.

Mcnair

Barry

Semaan
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The Great Barrington Rudolf Steiner School 
(GBRSS) has hired Edward Brozman as direc-
tor of development. Brozman brings extensive 
experience in higher education, development and 
community building to the school. Most recently, 
he was the chief advancement offi cer at the Isen-
berg School of Management at the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst. He has also served as 
vice president for institutional advancement at 
Saint Joseph’s College in Maine, and executive 
director of development and alumni relations at 
Hartwick College in New York.

United Personnel has 
announced recent pro-
motions due to sustained 
company growth. Jen-
nifer Brown, CSP, has 
been promoted to vice 
president of client de-
velopment. With over 20 
years of experience in the 
staffi ng industry, Brown 
brings a wealth of human 
resources knowledge and 

recruiting expertise to her new role. She most re-
cently served as United Personnel’s assistant vice 
president of operations in the Springfi eld region, 
where she oversaw all 
aspects of operations for 
the Light Industrial and 
Professional Placement 
divisions. Mim Zayas, 
formerly the director of 
quality assurance and tal-
ent acquisition, has been 
promoted to assistant vice 
president of operations, 
Springfi eld. In her new 
role, Zayas will manage 
all operations for United Personnel’s Springfi eld-
area offi ces, including the Professional and Light 
Industrial Placement divisions.

The board of trustees of BART Charter Public 
School has named James “Jay” White II, PhD, 
as the school’s executive director, starting June 
19. White currently serves as provost, dean of 
the college and professor of physics at Southern 
Vermont College in Bennington, which he joined 
in 2015. He brings to BART more than 30 years of 
teaching, administrative, and fund-raising experi-
ence in a variety of settings, including middle and 
high school, colleges and universities, and national 
and international nonprofi t organizations. White 
will succeed founding executive director Julia 
Bowen, who has led BART since 2003 and had 
last fall announced her plans to resign as of June 
30 to pursue new opportunities.

Salisbury Bank has presented the following 
2016 annual awards to four employees: the Em-
ployee of the Year Award to Maria Marrero, loan 
administrator and analyst; the Rookie of the Year 
Award to James Kelly, commercial loan coordina-
tor; the Volunteer of the Year Award to Michele 
LaPlante; and the 2016 President’s Award to 
Todd Clinton, a member of the Salisbury Bank 
team for more than 30 years.

Two primary care providers at Community 
Health Programs have earned near perfect patient 
satisfaction scores. Dr. Lara Setti, a family medi-
cine physician at CHP Great Barrington Health Cen-
ter, and Candice Smith, family nurse practitioner 
at CHP Adams Internists, earned scores of 4.85 and 
4.83 respectively on a fi ve-point scale of patient 
satisfaction. These results are based on post-visit 
surveys sent to all patients, and are compiled by the 
data company MedStatix, which recognized Setti 
and Smith with “Star Performer” ratings.

Brown

Zayas

Christopher Himes, 
PhD, director of engineer-
ing & technology innova-
tion/STEAM coordinator 
at Miss Hall’s School 
(MHS), has been recog-
nized as an honorable 
mention recipient of the 
2017 NCWIT Educator 
Award for Aspirations in 
Computing. Presented by 
the National Center for 

Women & Information Technology, the award is 
conferred upon educators who have demonstrated 
a commitment to encouraging young women’s 
aspirations in computing. Himes joined MHS, 
a Pittsfi eld-based boarding and day independent 
secondary school for young women, in July 
2016. He oversees the school’s new Department 
of Engineering and Technology Innovation, and 
directs its STEAM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Arts, and Mathematics) initiative. Both 
programs are based in the Grace Murray Hopper 
Innovation Lab in Linn Hall, the school’s new 
interdisciplinary academic building.

Mary Nash has joined the board of directors 
of Flying Cloud Institute, a nonprofi t education 
organization that inspires young people and 
educators through science and art experiences 
that ignite creativity. Nash currently runs NASH 
Insights in Lenox, working with organizations to 
assess their needs, conduct program evaluation, 
and obtain grant funding. She is the former execu-
tive director of the Berkshire County Regional 
Employment Board and the Boston Area Health 
Education Center.

Holly Chaffee, president and CEO of Porch-
light VNA/Home Care, is scheduled to speak 
at the National Leadership Conference, jointly 
sponsored by the Visiting Nurse Associations 
of America (VNAA) and the Alliance for Home 
Health Quality and Innovation. The event for 
senior and emerging leaders of home-based care 
providers nationwide will be held in San Diego 
April 19-21. Chaffee will be speaking on the topic 
of corporate compliance.

Southwestern Vermont Medical Center (SVMC) 
Northshire Campus has welcomed M. Martha 
Cornwell-Khan, PA, to the Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
Putnam Physicians. Cornwell-Khan is certifi ed by 
the National Commission on Certifi cation of Physi-
cian Assistants. Her previous medical experience 
includes working as a certifi ed nursing assistant at 
Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital in Cambridge, 
Mass., and as a licensed nursing assistant in the 
Emergency Department at SVMC.◆

Himes
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goodideas

By John Townes
A new program is sprouting in Pittsfi eld 

this summer that combines youth education, 
workforce development and community en-
gagement through the process of growing and 
distributing food.

“It’s based on the 
transformational ca-
pacity of meaningful 
work,” explained Jamie 
Samowitz, director of youth outreach edu-
cation at Berkshire Botanical Garden, and 
co-organizer of Roots Rising, a collaborative 
project sponsored by the Berkshire Botanical 
Garden and Alchemy Initiative.

This summer Roots Rising will provide 
paid summer employment to 12 Pittsfi eld 
students between the ages of 14 and 19 for 
fi ve weeks beginning in late June.

The students will spend a portion of the 
day performing labor at farms, food pantries, 
community kitchens and other food-based 
operations. In addition, they will participate 
in workshops and training in other personal 
and professional skills. Roots Rising will 
pay each student $1,000.

“Roots Rising participants will connect 
with the natural world, discover where their 
food comes from, and help increase the 
community’s access to fresh, healthy food,” 
Samowitz said.

She added that the program provides 
young people with an opportunity to have a 
meaningful summer job that contributes to the 
community, while learning entrepreneurial, 
culinary and horticultural skills. “It will also 
provide training in fi nancial literacy and em-
ployment, to help teens make the transition 
to adulthood,” she said.

That point was echoed by Jess Vecchio, 
director of Alchemy Initiative, who organized 
Roots Rising with Samowitz.

“While most of the 
participants may go into 
different careers, they’ll 
all benefi t from the voca-
tional preparation they’ll 

receive in Roots Rising,” Vecchio said. “It pro-
vides pre-training for the workplace by helping 
them to gain the personal and professional 
qualities required to succeed in jobs in any 
sector. This will also benefi t employers.”

Vecchio added that the students will be 
expected to work as they would at any job, 
and will be engaged in actual tasks, rather 
than artifi cial make-work projects.

This summer, the participating students 
will work at various local businesses and 
nonprofi ts, including Holiday Brook Farm, 
Brattle Farm, Abode Farm, Berkshire Dream 
Center, Shire City Kitchen, and Berkshire 
Earth Regenerators, among others.

The students will rotate among participat-
ing worksites on different days.

The program is also designed to benefi t 
the host farms and organizations by provid-
ing labor at no cost to them, because Roots 
Rising is paying the students.

roots rising program to
provide Pittsfi eld students 
with insights, experience

worKing For Food

Morningside up project competing for grant funds
By John Townes

In addition to its collaboration on Roots Rising, Alchemy Initiative is engaged in another 
major project in Pittsfi eld, called Morningside Up.

This is part of an overall effort to revitalize the Morningside and Tyler Street neigh-
borhood that the city is currently undertaking with support from the state and local and 
outside organizations.

Alchemy Initiative, a 501c3 nonprofi t organization with a six-member board, is working 
with the city and a neighborhood advisory board and other organizations like the Berkshire 
Dream Center to develop Morningside Up.

Jess Vecchio, director of Alchemy Initiative, explained that the project is intended to 
foster greater food security in the Morningside neighborhood through projects in which 
residents join to grow, produce and process more of their own food. Morningside Up is 
envisioning a multifaceted approach that would include food production, processing, 
distribution, consumption and waste management.

“The basic goal is to create a community-driven food system and enable the neighbor-
hood to reclaim more power and control over their own food,” she said.

The project also has the potential to 
create businesses and jobs in related 
activities.

The city received an initial planning 
grant from the Kresge Foundation to 
develop plans to support that effort. 
Currently the city is seeking an extended 
multi-year implementation grant.

One immediate focus for Morningside Up is a competition sponsored by Seeds of 
Change, a company that produces organic and heirloom seeds.

In the competition, communities and groups around the country have submitted propos-
als for gardening projects. Several winning projects will receive a portion of $310,000 
being awarded in total grants.

In the current round, Morningside Up has submitted a proposal for a Food Forest in 
Springside Park. This is being designed by Berkshire Earth Regenerators, a local fi rm that 
promotes the concept of permaculture, utilizing nature-based ecosystems for landscaping 
and food production.

The Food Forest would be a wooded natural garden of fruit trees, as well as vegetables 
and other edible plants. The food it produces would be available and distributed to the 
community.

The Seeds of Change program is currently conducting a nationwide online vote to select 
recipients of the grants. The 50 semi-fi nalists will be announced on April 24, and the fi nal 
grant recipients will be announced on May 8.

Anyone can vote at the website www.seedsofchangegrant.com. To locate and vote 
for the Food Forest, click on the Vote Now button, and type the name Pittsfi eld into the 
search bar.◆

“The basic goal is to create a 
community-driven food system 

and enable the neighborhood to 
reclaim more power and control 

over their own food.”

“It’s based on the 
transformational capacity 

of meaningful work.”
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BerkShares Business of the Month

I T IS ABOUT CARAMELIZING SUGARS, explains �omas Doyle, a �fteen-year co�ee roasting veteran 
and co-owner, with his wife Julia, of Assembly Co�ee Roasters in Pitts�eld. �e co�ee bean, 
he points out, is a cherry seed; roasting co�ee is really just the process of applying heat over 

a period of time to caramelize the sugars in that seed. Julia jumps in, “�at’s why co�ee really 
shouldn’t be bitter!”

�omas and Julia started Assembly Co�ee Roasters almost four years ago after moving to the 
Berkshires from New York City. “It was the perfect �t,” they agree. BerkShares even played a 
role in their introduction to the region—they 
found out about the local currency and ‘liked’ 
it on Facebook even before moving here. “So 
once Assembly was up and running there was 
no question that we wanted to accept Berk-
Shares,” explains Julia.   

�ey came prepared. “�omas likes to say we’re 
the only co�ee roasters who ever wrote a busi-
ness plan,” Julia laughs. �omas had the roast-
ing experience—he worked for Blue Bottle 
Co�ee as it expanded from Oakland to Brook-
lyn—and Julia had run her own contracting 
company building restaurant interiors in New 
York. 

�ey came with a mission. Assembly Co�ee 
Roasters focuses on small-batch custom roast-
ing for restaurants and cafes around Berkshire 
County, Southern Vermont, and throughout 
New York’s capital region, while also o�ering a “rotating cast” of single-origin roasts at farmers’ 
markets in Pitts�eld, Bennington, and Schenectady.  

�eir wholesale accounts with businesses like Methuselah, District, Public Eat + Drink, and Mis-
sion are their bread and butter, but Julia and �omas especially love selling at farmers’ markets, 
where they can talk to co�ee drinkers directly, and where the BerkShares sticker on their co�ee 
urn often sparks conversations. In addition, they provide barista training to all their wholesale 
customers, including background on where their co�ee comes from and the science behind pre-
paring a perfect cup.

“We �nd that it’s energizing for our customers to learn about our product,” says Julia. In a world 
full of commodity co�ee, Assembly Co�ee Roasters buys from small-scale farmers. “In most cases 
they do not just grow co�ee, but they also grow food for their communities,” says �omas. �is 
co�ee, he says, supplements the income of family farmers in local economies in developing na-
tions. “It’s not part of the mono-cropping big giant co�ee corporation thing.” 

�omas and Julia take pride in the way that Assembly Co�ee Roasters is entwined with family 
farmers on one end and BerkShares businesses on the other. �e couple praise the spirit of co-
operation and support for small businesses here in the Berkshires, and choose local suppliers and 
service providers whenever they can. 

Julia concludes, “One of the things that inspires me about co�ee is that an informed decision can 
e�ect a daily dose of global change; you can put your money in the hands of people who need it.” 
At the same time, �omas adds, by choosing conscious co�ee like Assembly Co�ee Roasters you 
can encourage farmers to create a product that is farmed in a way that’s better for people and the 
planet. And, he notes, “it tastes better.”

Assembly Coffee Roasters
814 East St. Pittsfield, MA (413) 443 0280

more stories at www.berkshares.org

Reimagining the
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“We want this to authentically benefit 
the farmers and food organizations,” said 
Vecchio. “We’re emphasizing that we want 
them to assign work that they really need to 
have done.”

Financial support
Roots Rising’s startup costs have been 

funded by an online three-week crowdfund-
ing campaign that was conducted earlier this 
year. The campaign on generosity.com met 
its first goal of $10,000 within just two days 
of its launch, and raised a total of $30,000 
by its completion in late March.

“We were blown away by the response 
and the level of support for this,” said 
Samowitz.

In addition, Milltown Capital provided a 
$5,000 matching contribution. Other grants 
and donations came from the Appelbaum-
Kahn Foundation, Berkshire Bank Founda-
tion, Berkshire Taconic Community Founda-
tion, The Feigenbaum Foundation and The 
Kresge Foundation, for a total of $50,000.

Samowitz will be the lead instructor and 
supervisor, aided by a student from Williams 
College who will be the assistant educator. 
There will also be an on-site intern. Vec-
chio will oversee the administration of the 
program.

Berkshire Botanical Garden is an 83-year-
old, member-supported institution whose 
mission is to provide information, education, 
and inspiration concerning the art and science 
of gardening and environmental preservation. 
It operates a public display garden and pro-
gram center in Stockbridge. It also sponsors a 
food and agriculture-based Farm and Garden 
Program in the Pittsfield and Berkshire Hills 
Regional public school districts.

Founded in 2009, Alchemy Initiative is 
a nonprofit organization based in Pittsfield 
that uses food as the foundation for creative 
community building. Among its primary 
activities, Alchemy operates the Downtown 
Pittsfield Farmers Market.

Roots Rising grew out of conversations 
about a year and a half ago between Samowitz 
and Vecchio at the farmers market, where 
Samowitz was running a youth education pro-
gram that had a table at the weekly event.

The two women discovered they had a 
similar idea for a program that would of-
fer more intensive involvement for young 
people.

“Our existing horticulture education pro-
grams are very popular among students, but 
there is a limit to the level of participation 
that’s possible because they generally have to 
get part-time or summer jobs,” said Samowitz. 

“Jess and I agreed that it would be great if we 
could combine this type of program with paid 
employment for the students.”

They were both familiar with The Food 
Project, an organization in the Boston area 
that operates programs on that basis. They 
attended training at The Food Project, and 
Roots Rising is based on that model.

They received the backing of their respec-
tive organizations, and conducted the fund-
raising campaign. Achieving their financial 
goal enabled them to launch the program 
this summer.

They have been accepting applications 
and assembling the first group of students for 
the initial program. Applications are being 
accepted through April 15 (online informa-
tion is available at www.alchemyinitiative.
org/roots-rising).

The program is open to students from all 
backgrounds, and there are no income limits 
or other requirements. “We want the work 
crews to reflect the full diversity of Pittsfield’s 
population,” said Samowitz.

Roots Rising is intended to be a ongoing 
program that will be funded in the future by 
grants and contributions. “We’re pursuing a 

variety of funding sources to be able to oper-
ate it as a permanent program on a financially 
sustainable basis,” said Samowitz.

In their initial strategic planning and 
fundraising, the organizers set out a series 
of tiers with defined goals for allocating the 
money they have already raised. The initial 
priority is to fund this summer’s program, 
which will serve as a pilot project.

The next phase will be to expand the pro-
gram and extend it to other times of the year. 
Their goal is to have multiple work crews, 
and to have sessions during the school year, 
with students working in greenhouses and 
performing other work in the other seasons. 
They also hope to expand to other communi-
ties in the Berkshires.

They also allocated a portion of the money 
for the eventual purchase of a food truck. 
They plan to launch a nonprofit, teen-run 
food truck business featuring ingredients 
from local farms.

In addition to serving as an additional 
educational component, this venture also 
will be used to generate income to help fund 
the program. Samowitz said they hope to 
purchase the truck next year.◆
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By Brad Johnson
Spring Street in Williamstown has en-

tered the realm of sci-fi  and fantasy with 
the opening of a new retail store dedicated 
to both the sale and playing of table-top 
games in those popular genres, as well as 
other traditional games geared toward older 
teens and adults.

Purple Dragon Games, owned and oper-
ated by self-described lifelong gamer Niko 
White, opened in early April in a 1,000-
square-foot storefront space at 40 Spring 
St. that for several decades prior had been 
occupied by the former Hart’s Pharmacy.

White, who grew up in Williamstown 
and graduated from Williams College in 
2004, said the new store came about, in 

part, as the result of his decision to return 
to the Berkshires after several years in the 
Boston area.

“It was a combination of factors,” White 
said, noting that key among them was what 

he had been doing while on the eastern side 
of the state.

“For the last seven years, I was the 
events manager at Pandemonium Books 
and Games,” he said, referring to greater 

Boston’s largest community gaming store. 
In that role, he coordinated a busy schedule 
of regular game-playing events and tourna-
ments that took place at the store.

“After years of doing that, I felt like I had 
acquired enough experience to run a store 
like that myself,” he said.

That experience also gave him a solid 
understanding of the business model for this 
kind of game store and community space, and 
the important relationship between the on-site 
game-playing activity and retail sales.

“Sales of merchandise is what keeps the 
doors open,” White said. He added that 
because these are games that people play 
against each other in person (as opposed to 
in an online environment), achieving a good 
volume of game-playing activity supports the 
sale of the games and related accessories.

“People know they can buy many of these 
things online for less than stores like this can 
sell them for,” said White. Having people 
in the store and participating in the game 
playing, he added, can lead to purchases that 
are made for of-the-moment convenience 
but also through a sense of community 
support.

“Many game players recognize the im-
portance of supporting these kinds of stores 
[through their purchases],” he said. “They 
really like having a place where they can play 
these games and don’t want to lose that.”

Spring Street site
In deciding it was time to run this kind of 

business on his own, White also decided he 
wanted to do so in Williamstown. “I love 
the Berkshires and had missed it while I was 
away,” he commented.

He also recognized that there was a niche 
for this type of store in his hometown. “I did 
my homework and research in advance, and 
saw there was nothing like this in the northern 
Berkshires,” he said.

White also knew that Williamstown – and, 
specifi cally, Spring Street – would be an ideal 
location to tap into what he believed would 
be a big component of his target market: the 
student population at Williams.

When he learned that the former Hart’s 
space was available, he quickly worked 
out a lease arrangement with the college, 
which owns that building and several others 
on Spring Street. He noted that the college 
shared his own view that his proposed store 
would be a good complement to the existing 
mix of businesses there.

“Spring Street had everything I wanted, 
and this space in particular provides great 
exposure to pass-by traffi c,” he said.

That’s an important consideration, he 
added, because of the visual appeal of some 
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of the games that are played. “One of the 
exciting things about these table-top games is 
that they look really good as they’re played,” 
said White. The storefront’s large windows 
take full advantage of that, allowing people 
passing by to get a full glimpse of the game-
playing action inside.

The games that are played and sold at 
Purple Dragon include such popular products 
as Magic: The Gathering, Dungeons and 
Dragons, Settlers of Catan, and Star Wars: 
X-Wing.

White noted that these and other games 
in the sci-fi  and fantasy realm have grown in 
popularity over the years. “These games used 
to be associated with sort of a nerdy niche, “ 
he said, a characterization that applied to his 
own game playing in high school and college. 
“But now they have become much more main-
stream, and are enjoyed globally by millions 
of players of all ages and backgrounds.”

There is also a great diversity of themes 
and formats in these games, he added. “One 
of the reasons they’ve become so popular is 
the variety,” he said. “And, with that, there’s a 
huge range of complexity and play times.”

The space at Purple Dragon is set up to 
accommodate both the selling and playing 
of these games. Prominently featured in the 
front and center of the store are several wood-
topped tables that are used for gaming events 
and tournaments, as well as for casual play at 
any time by visitors to the store. The seating 
is arranged to accommodate simultaneously 
play by up to 32 people.

White noted that Magic and other popu-
lar games are dedicated two-player games, 
while others such as Settlers of Catan are 
multi-player.

While Purple Dragon is targeted primar-
ily at experienced players, White noted that 
one of the store’s functions is to introduce 
new players to games that they’re interested 
in learning. “I’ve loved gaming all my life 
and enjoy sharing this with people who are 
new to it,” he said.

To that end, he said, Purple Dragon has a 
library of open games that people can play 
in the store at times when no events are 
scheduled. “I want to leverage my expertise in 
these games to get people interested in them,” 
he said, adding that helping new players to 
get over the barrier of unfamiliarity with a 
given game is an effective way to expand 
his customer base.

White said Purple Dragon’s hours and 
event schedule will be geared toward times 
that had proven popular during his work at 
Pandemonium Books. The store hours are 
Wednesday through Friday from 1 p.m. to 9 
p.m., and Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. (closed Monday and Tuesday).

The schedule of events and tournaments 
at Purple Dragon Games is posted on the 
store’s Facebook page (@PurpleDragon-
Williamstown) and website (www.purple-
dragongames.com).

White said he is operating the store by 
himself to start. “I expect to learn a lot 
over the fi rst few months, and will make 
adjustments in hours and staffi ng based on 
response,” he said. “Since I love what I do, 
it would not surprise me to stay open late 
some nights.”

The name White selected for his store 
includes a nod to both his hometown set-
ting (which is colloquially referred to as 
Purple Valley) and many gamers’ affi nity 
for certain mythical beasts. “Nerds love 
dragons,” he joked.

For his own part, White said that returning 
to his hometown to launch his fi rst business 
venture is an exciting time for him. “I’m 
thrilled to be back in Williamstown doing 
what I love,” he said. “I grew up playing 
these games, and would have loved a place 
like Purple Dragon. I’m excited to help bring 
even more people into the northern Berkshire 
gaming community.”◆

Above: Niko White distributes materials to players 
who signed up for a Friday evening tournament 
of Magic: The Gathering during Purple Dragon’s 
opening week in early April. This type of scheduled 
tournament will be a regular part of the store’s 
operations, as will casual play among visitors 
and customers, such as the game of Lords of 
Waterdeep played at right by Alex Bertels (left) of 
Williamstown and Sean McHugh of Greenfi eld.
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CoVerstory

and the college’s collaboration on a multi-
week “Business Bootcamp” entrepreneurial 
training initiative being held this spring 
(March 2017 BT&C). 

“These programs are all really right in our 
wheelhouse as a liberal arts institution,” said 
Birge. “I’m absolutely pleased and excited 
about how these things are taking shape.”

That view, according to Birge, is also shared 
by members of the board of the Feigenbaum 
Foundation, a Pittsfield-based philanthropic 
organization established by the late broth-
ers Armand and Donald Feigenbaum, who 
pioneered the “Top Quality Control” concept 
through their work at Generals Systems Com-
pany, a global leader in designing and installing 
proprietary management systems.

The foundation in 2013 presented MCLA 
with a $5 million gift that was earmarked 
for the development and implementation of 
programming at the college that would impact 
students, faculty and the community in areas 
of innovation, leadership and entrepreneur-
ship. That gift, the largest ever received by the 
college, was announced at an October 2013 
opening ceremony for MCLA’s new science 
facility, which was named the Feigenbaum 
Center for Innovation and Science in recogni-
tion of their support of the college.

“I’ve met with the [Feigenbaum Founda-
tion] board, and they have expressed how 
really impressed they are with the work 
we’ve done to date,” said Birge, noting that 
the board has arranged to hold one of its 
meetings this summer in the new Design 
Lab facility on Main Street.

MCLA Leads
The work that has led to the opening 

of Design Lab and related programs falls 
under what is known as the Feigenbaum 
MCLA Leads Initiative (MCLA Leads). 
This project, which 
predates Birge’s ar-
rival as president of 
MCLA in early 2016, 
has been overseen by 
Howard “Jake” Eberwein, the college’s dean 
of graduate and continuing education.

“The MCLA Leads Initiative arose through 
the Feigenbaum Foundation’s work with Mary 
Grant to provide the largest gift in the college’s 
history,” said Eberwein, referring to MCLA’s 
former president, who left in early 2015 to 
become chancellor of the University of North 
Carolina at Asheville. “Dr. Grant had reached 
out to me as she was transitioning off campus 
to put together a planning team to explore how 
best that gift could be implemented.”

That team, which included representatives 
and stakeholders from the campus commu-
nity and the community at large, spent a year 
or more sketching out plans and aspirations 
for use of the foundation’s gift.

“We wanted to be sure it reflected Donald 
and Armand Feigenbaum’s own work in the 
areas of creativity, quality and community 
connection,” said Eberwein. “We wanted 

to use the money to impact the experience 
of students. We wanted the faculty to have 
new and creative ways to work with students. 
And, it was also important that it promote 
community impact and engagement.”

As noted above, the team’s planning pro-
cess and many of the programs that arose 
from it are steeped in the design thinking 
methodology. “We are using design think-
ing ourselves to determine how to use this 
gift,” said Eberwein. “The process is a nice 
match and fit for a liberal arts campus and 
the things we aspire to do.”

Eberwein explained that this methodol-
ogy for thinking about and solving problems 
arose and gained currency among those 
involved in technical and analytical pursuits, 
who recognized the frequent disconnect be-
tween analytical solutions to problems and 
how those solutions played out in real-world 

application. Design 
thinking took shape 
as a series of steps that 
expanded the process 
beyond the analytical 

domain to encompass diverse perspectives 
and a more experiential understanding of 
the problem to be solved.

“There is an emphasis on understanding or 
empathy building,” said Eberwein. “It works 
best when you have diverse perspectives that 
allow you to build ideas and solutions that 
might not have arisen otherwise.”

Design thinking methodology has since 
evolved and been adapted to address a wide 
range of problem-solving scenarios. And 
it has found a home in academic curricula 
as a way to connect disparate disciplines 
and constituencies in search of creative 
solutions. “We want to position MCLA as 
a place where this kind of design thinking 
happens,” said Eberwein.

Creative activity
An illustration of that is taking shape with 

MCLA’s Design Lab, which in its first months 
of operation has become fertile ground for 
the promulgation and propagation of this 
pedagogy.

Since opening on Jan. 18 at the start of 
MCLA’s spring semester, Design Lab has 
been a veritable beehive of creative activity as 
the site for an assortment of MCLA’s regular 
undergraduate classes, as well as workshops 
and mentoring sessions related to the col-
lege’s new business plan competition. 

Design Lab has also been hosting a wide 
range of community programs, such as regular 
art classes held by Stockbridge-based IS183 

art school, a series of concerts featuring local 
musicians, community organization board 
meetings, and various “pop-up” events and 
activities that tie in with other initiatives to 
promote campus-community engagement.

“The demand has been so strong that 
we’ve filled up its schedule,” said Birge, who 
himself earlier this year hosted a meeting at 
Design Lab for students, city officials and 
community leaders to explore ways to bolster 
campus connections to the city.

“Having students working on community-
based challenges in a downtown setting is a 
great way to build connections between the 
college and community,” added Eberwein. 
“It’s a mutually beneficial exercise.”

Much of the demand for the use of 
Design Lab stems from the nature of the 
space itself, which is coincidentally (and 
conveniently) located next door to MCLA 
Gallery 51, an art gallery and community 
space operated by the college’s Berkshire 
Cultural Resource Center.

A narrow storefront on the northern side 
of Main Street opens to a surprisingly open 
and deep interior space, the front section of 
which is used as a mini-gallery for the dis-
play and sale of work 
by local artists.

Beyond a low parti-
tion, the main section 
of Design Lab features 
an open, flexible floor 
plan that can be ad-
justed to the needs of different courses, pro-
grams and activities. Included are five group 
workstations, each equipped with interactive 
short-throw projectors and whiteboard space 
with touch-screen capabilities.

These and other physical features of De-
sign Lab are intended to provide an ecosystem 
in which students and community members 
can explore ideas and master skills together 
by immersing, designing and doing.

“It’s a unique space that’s very open and 
allows you to put yourself in a different 
frame of mind,” said Zachary Feury, a recent 
graduate of MCLA who now serves as project 
coordinator for MCLA Leads.

Feury noted that the space, technology 
and equipment enable students and faculty to 
engage more deeply with one another, with 
the community, and with the content of the 
courses held there. “The goal was to provide 
the campus and community with an environ-
ment and resources that promote creativity 
and innovative thinking, and then see what 
people would do with it,” he said.

Illustrations of how that goal is being 

fulfilled can be seen in the classes now 
being held at Design Lab. Among them is 
Creative Economy of the Berkshires, led 
by Diane Scott, assistant professor of arts 
management at MCLA.

“This class was actually a pilot project 
for MCLA Leads,” said Feury. He explained 
that the course, first held in the 2015-2016 
academic year, was developed by Scott to 
promote design thinking and community 
engagement, two of the initiative’s key goals. 
Among other activities, students in the class 
engage with the broader community as part 
of the empathy-building phase of the design 
thinking process. The observations students 
make through this engagement are then ap-
plied to the development of ideas for advanc-
ing the creative economy of the region.

According to Scott, the opportunity to move 
this class from the campus to a downtown 
setting significantly enhances the community 
engagement aspect of the coursework. 

“The new Design Lab is a game-changer 
for the courses I teach there,” Scott said. 
“I’ve been flipping my classrooms to active 
in-class exploration and problem-solving for 
a long time. This new space brings that full 
circle, giving students the perfect workshop 
to experiment and explore in.”

Lisa Donovan, associate professor of fine 
and performing arts at MCLA, offered a 
similar view regarding the Performing Arts 
Management class she leads at Design Lab. 
“I think one of the goals I have as a profes-
sor here is to blur the boundaries between 
what’s happening in the classroom and what’s 
happening in the community,” Donovan said. 
“So, what better thing than to be downtown? 
I think we’re becoming embedded more in 
the community.”

Work in progress
That embedding process will continue as 

more programming and activities find their 
way into Design Lab’s schedule. “We are 
actively seeking to expand course offering 
over the summer and fall,” said Feury.

Some of that has already been happening 
extemporaneously. Feury noted, for example, 
that the space was used for the college’s 
MBA program earlier this year, and that it 
is also now being used for a graduate-level 
course in education. “The professor really 
liked the space and made arrangements to 

move his class there,” 
he said.

“What we’re learn-
ing is that there’s great 
demand for this space,” 
added Eberwein. “There 
are a lot of ways this is 

being used, and we’re getting more requests 
from professors for the space.”

Accommodating those requests and man-
aging the overall demand for the space will be 
part of the growing process for Design Lab. 
“This is our pilot semester, and we will be 
refining it as we go along,” said Eberwein. 
“This will also guide us as we continue to talk 
about design thinking’s place on campus.”

“It’s a work in progress that’s evolving as 
it goes,” added Feury. He noted that some 
of the varied uses of the space were not 
initially envisioned as plans for Design Lab 
took shape. “But that’s what people wanted,” 
he said. “And being responsive to how the 
campus and community want to use this 
space is part of the process.”

Birge agreed. “It’s not just how the col-
lege taps into this, but how the community 
does that as well,” he said. “Dealing with 
increased demand for Design Lab is a good 
problem to have.”

Birge noted that the successful launch 
of Design Lab speaks well of the broader 
MCLA Leads Initiative and the emphasis 
on community engagement.

“What we envision this leading to are new 
academic programs that allow the campus and 
community to become even more integrated,” 
he said. “The more that MCLA can be on 
Main Street the better. We’re only limited 
by our imagination on this.”◆

Design Lab
continued from page 1

“The more that MCLA can 
be on Main Street the better. 

We’re only limited by our 
imagination on this.”

“We want to position MCLA 
as a place where this kind of 
design thinking happens.”
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Pitch competition
continued from page 1

showcase their ideas for solving problems 
in a way that impacts our community,” 
Eberwein said.

The Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
Challenge is a new competition that aims 
to match entrepreneurial students with re-
sources and networking opportunities that 
will help them bring their ideas to fruition.

It is modeled after business plan compe-
titions held at many leading colleges and 
universities across the country, including 
those held in recent years at neighboring 
Williams College.

The inaugural competition is being held in 
conjunction with other projects and programs 
that have been rolling out over the past several 
months under the auspices of the Feigenbaum 
MCLA Leads Initiative. That initiative has 
been focusing on leveraging a major gift to 
the college in ways that promote innovation, 
leadership, entrepreneurship and community 
engagement (see related story).

“This kind of competition has been dis-
cussed on campus for some time,” said Zach-
ary Feury, project coordinator for MCLA 
Leads and facilitator for the Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship Challenge. “When 
planning started on MCLA Leads, holding 
a business plan competition was seen as an 
innovative activity for students that fit well 
within the overall goals for the initiative.”

In that respect, the Innovation and Entre-
preneurship Challenge is closely linked with 
MCLA Leads’ own focus on design think-
ing – a way of thinking about and solving 
problems that emphasizes empathy building 
and diverse perspectives. That methodol-
ogy is also at the heart of the college’s new 
Design Lab, a classroom and multipurpose 
space that opened earlier this year on Main 
Street in downtown North Adams.

Feury explained that Design Lab has 
hosted the programs and workshops that 
have been part of the preliminary stages of 
the business plan competition. These have 
included regular workshops on topics related 
to innovation and entrepreneurship led by 
MCLA faculty, and meet-ups with mentors 
from the community who have been sharing 
their expertise in business, finance and related 
areas to guide the student teams in develop-
ment of their business concepts.

“Design Lab has been an ideal site for the 
teams to work on their ideas,” said Feury. “It 
was set up specifically to support this kind 
of work and thinking.”

Eberwein agreed. “We have a nicely 
aligned set of initiatives,” he said.

While the Innovation and Entrepreneur-
ship Challenge may align nicely with Design 
Lab and the design thinking emphasis of 
MCLA Leads, it is actually being funded by 
a separate gift to the college.

Eberwein explained that funding for the 
competition comes from a gift to support 
entrepreneurship education from Jack and 
Susy Wadsworth, who have been active 
in a range of philanthropic endeavors in 
North Adams and the northern Berkshires 
for several years.

“The Wadsworths’ commitment to com-
munity and business acumen continue to 
provide opportunities for others as they 
work to enhance this region and its economic 
viability,” Eberwein said. “We are grateful 
for their generous support to encourage our 
students’ innovation.”

Series of “deliverables”
The Innovation and Entrepreneurship 

Challenge is a co-curricular activity for par-

ticipating students, which means that work on 
their business plans is done outside of their 
normal course load on a non-credit basis.

The competition’s basic structure and 
guidelines were announced to students last 
November, and those interested in par-
ticipating were able to register until early 
February, shortly after the start of the spring 
semester.

At the onset, 27 teams – ranging from two 
to five students – registered for the competi-
tion. Over the past two 
months, participants 
have been coached 
through a series of stag-
es – or “deliverables” 
– in which they have 
been required to submit 
an idea abstract, a pitch 
deck, a business model 
canvas and, finally, a 
formal business plan.

Along the way, the 
number of teams has been winnowed down, 
with some bowing out of the competition and 
some consolidating with other teams. As of 
early April, when the last deliverable of a 
final business plan was due, the number of 
teams stood at six. A designated committee 
reviewed these business plans against a set 
of established criteria and selected the four 
finalists who would move on to the April 19 
pitch competition (see box on this page).

“These teams are all very focused and 
motivated,” said Feury. “They are all passion-
ate about their ideas, and have been thinking 
about them for a long time.”

The students also bring diverse back-
grounds and varied academic disciplines 
to their respective teams, which, according 
to Birge, enhances the value of the project 
from an academic perspective. “Being able 
to work effectively both individually and in 
teams is integral to a liberal arts education,” 
he commented.

In that and other ways, Birge noted, the 

process leading up to selection of the final-
ists has fully illustrated the merits of holding 
such a competition.

“I think the way the competition has 
played out so far has been awesome,” he 
said. “It has ignited a sense of innovation 
among our students, and it helps bring vis-
ibility to the need to think differently about 
our problems.”

Birge also noted that the process has 
resulted in new partnerships and working re-

lationships with other 
community resources. 
“For example, we have 
connected with many 
mentors from the re-
gion who have brought 
great insights and guid-
ance to the process,” 
he said.

That guidance from 
mentors is continuing 
right up to the day of 

the pitch competition. “The finalists will go 
through three pitch mentoring workshops,” 
said Feury. These will provide instruction on 
how to structure their pitches and give teams 
opportunities to practice delivering them.

Prominent judges
The competition itself, which is open to the 

public, will be held at 5:30 p.m. in room 121 
of MCLA’s Feigenbaum Center for Science 
and Innovation.

Each team will have nine minutes to deliver 
their pitch to a panel of judges, after which 

Innovation and entrepreneurship Challenge finalists
TeaM aquaBoB: Tenzin Khunkyen and Austin Thompson, both sophomores studying Computer 

Science.
Big Idea: To reduce ghost fishing by creating an aquatic GPS tracking system for fishing equipment.
Plan: The GPS tracking system will comprise a device that is affixed to fishing equipment (nets, 

pots, etc.) that communicates directly with a mobile application. When a fisherman loses a net, 
he/she will be notified that it has become detached, and will know its coordinates for retrieval. 
The fisherman will a set period to retrieve the net before its location will be made available to 
oceanic environmental nonprofits.

TeaM LoCaL: MJ Shannon and Katrina Staaf, both seniors studying Arts Management; Barbara 
Reeves, a junior majoring in Art; A.J. Cote, a senior studying Sociology; and Avery Woodbury, 
a senior English major.

Big Idea: To become a national restaurant that specializes in locally sourced, healthy menus provided 
to people who live on-the-go lifestyles.

Plan: To begin by starting a food truck that will operate in north county during peak tourism sea-
sons, attending live events and festivals offering items from a locally sourced, healthy menu, 
and offering catering for private events. The second phase of the plan includes adding a fixed, 
physical restaurant in north county before attempting to expand beyond.

TeaM TaprooT: Elizabeth Dawson, a sophomore majoring in Chemistry; and Dylan Girouard, a 
sophomore with a dual major in Philosophy and Education.

Big Idea: To eventually create three individual Science Centers located in southern, central and 
northern Berkshire County, all of which support and complement K-12 public education by of-
fering educational resources.

Plan: Phase One will begin by offering after-school science programming and vacation camps for 
north county K-3 students. Phase Two will include expansion of Phase One programming and 
the purchase of a motor vehicle to be retrofitted as a mobile science lab that will tour Berkshire 
County, visiting schools. Phase Three will include the establishment of the first Science Center – a 
physical space in north county that houses resources, holds after-school and vacation program-
ming, and offers tutoring to secondary students.

TeaM Wiseeye: Rebecca Waterhouse, a senior studying Arts Management, Nicole Hall, a junior 
majoring in English; Daniel Heinen, a junior with a dual major in Computer Science and Biol-
ogy; and Peter Chase and Joe Berardis, respectively a sophomore and freshman majoring in 
Computer Science.

Big Idea: To create a technology company that specializes in the development of applications that 
combine augmented reality technology with storytelling designed to attract people to nature.

Plan: To begin by working with a north county organization to develop an app that capitalizes on 
J.K. Rowling’s placement of the Ilvermorny school atop Mount Greylock. The purpose of this 
project is to create an augmented reality experience to attract visitors to Mount Greylock and 
it’s surrounding communities.

they will respond to judges’ questions about 
their business concepts.

The panel is comprised of J.D. Chesloff, 
Nancy Fitzpatrick and Jack Wadsworth – all 
prominent leaders in regional economic, 
educational and philanthropic circles.

“We have a great panel of judges lined up 
for this first competition,” said Eberwein.

Chesloff, executive director of the Mas-
sachusetts Business Roundtable, is a member 
of MCLA’s board of trustees and serves on 
the executive committee of the Governor’s 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math-
ematics (STEM) Advisory Council.

Fitzpatrick is owner of the Red Lion 
Inn and chair of Main Street Hospitality 
Group, a hotel management company that 
was formed to oversee operation of the Red 
Lion as well as Hotel On North in Pittsfield, 
The Porches Inn in North Adams and the 
Williams Inn in Williamstown.

Wadsworth, a Williams alumnus and 
advisory director at Morgan Stanley, is 
principal owner of The Porches Inn in North 
Adams and a behind-the-scenes player in 
several initiatives focused on local economic 
revitalization.

These judges will be responsible for select-
ing the winning team following the pitches. 
That winning team will receive a $10,000 
cash prize earmarked specifically for further 
development of the business concept.

In addition, up to two members of the win-
ning team will be offered 10-week funded 
internships over the summer to work on 
their idea. The team will also have access 
to advising and incubator space provided 
by Lever Inc., a center for entrepreneurship 
and social innovation based in North Adams 
(see april 2017 BT&C).

Eberwein and Feury noted that other 
finalist teams will also have access to con-
tinued guidance and support following the 
competition. That includes the possibility 
of competing in next year’s Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship Challenge.

“This will become an annual competition,” 
said Eberwein.

Providing an additional framework for fu-
ture competitions is the planned introduction 
of a new minor in entrepreneurial studies at 
MCLA, an initiative led by David Eve, as-
sociate professor of computer science.

Aside from other goals and benefits, Eber-
wein noted that the business plan competition 
and the associated development of entrepre-
neurial skills and ideas among students may 
also, over time, help address the region’s 
daunting demographic challenges.

“As I travel in my circles in Berkshire 
County, one of the biggest challenges that 
we face is attracting and retaining talent,” he 
said. That includes the loss of young people 
who, after graduating from local colleges, 
go elsewhere to pursue their careers due to 
a perceived lack of opportunity here.

One way to counter that trend and percep-
tion, said Eberwein, is to give the students 
who are developing entrepreneurial ideas 
through these activities at MCLA the sup-
port and resources needed to pursue those 
ideas locally.

“For students, this opens them up to the 
possibility of post-graduate life in Berkshire 
County,” he said. “We need to make that 
an attractive and viable option for them.”◆

“I think the way the competi-
tion has played out so far has 
been awesome,” Birge said. 
“It has ignited a sense of in-

novation among our students, 
and it helps bring visibility to 
the need to think differently 

about our problems.”

Malcolm J. Chisholm Jr.
Registered Patent Attorney
Patent, Trademark and Copyright Law

Serving Western Mass. Since 1992

P.O. Box 278, 220 Main St., Lee, MA • 413-243-0551
See our web site at www.mjcpatents.com

Opportunity called, but it didn’t leave a voicemail.
With professional telephone answering, 
you’ll never miss an opportunity. 

800-367-7243
BerkshireCommunicators.com
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reAL estate
The following real estate 
transactions are provided by 
Banker & Tradesman real 
estate data Publishing. only 
properties valued at $75,000 
or higher are included.

aDamS
9 Baskin Ln.
Buyer: Selene Finance LP
Seller: Mark Bayless +
Price: $78,720
Date: 2/17/17

7 E Hoosac St.
Buyer: Maia Robbins-Zust
Seller: Maureen Tolisano +
Price: $124,900
Mortgage: $112,410
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/28/17

16 East St.
Buyer: Alvin Ouellet +
Seller: Michael Meczywor
Price: $115,000
Date: 2/28/17

86 N Summer St.

Buyer: Kassidy Thorn
Seller: Christopher 
Damboise +
Price: $162,000
Mortgage: $157,140
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 2/17/17

alfoRD
72 N Egremont Rd.
Buyer: Robert Leimbach 
Jr +
Seller: Ralph Bova +
Price: $575,000
Mortgage: $400,000
Lender: Pittsfi eld Coop
Date: 2/24/17

becket
1016 Fred Snow Rd.
Buyer: Roger Pagerey +
Seller: Scott Simons +
Price: $268,000
Date: 2/7/17

115 Huckleberry Ln.
Buyer: Ruby Realty LLC

Seller: Marlene Cuene +
Price: $117,000
Mortgage: $120,403
Lender: Jay Michelman
Date: 2/7/17

359 Jacobs Ladder Rd.
Buyer: William Maroney 
3rd +
Seller: Carol Kramer
Price: $299,000
Mortgage: $299,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 2/24/17

89 Lady of the Lake Ct.
Buyer: US Bank NA Tr
Seller: Gary Weiner
Price: $221,000
Date: 2/23/17

410 Long Bow Ln. E
Buyer: Dean Lagrotteria
Seller: Scott Levy
Price: $220,000
Mortgage: $213,400
Lender: Berkshire Bank
Date: 2/17/17

43 Pleasant St.
Buyer: US Bank NA Tr
Seller: Zina Jayne +
Price: $197,081
Date: 2/1/17

44 Pleasant St.
Buyer: US Bank NA Tr
Seller: Zina Jayne +
Price: $197,081
Date: 2/1/17

643 Quarry Rd.
Buyer: James Digrigoli +
Seller: Mary Winn
Price: $114,500
Date: 2/14/17

cheShiRe 
121 Depot St.
Buyer: Melanie Herzig +
Seller: Carol Garlin-
Raymond +
Price: $92,000
Mortgage: $73,600
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/13/17

claRkSbURg
250 Cross Rd.
Buyer: Matthew Shapiro +
Seller: Amelia Larabee
Price: $126,720
Mortgage: $113,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 2/21/17

DaltoN
64 Deming St.
Buyer: Mary Carligliano
Seller: Kristen Ludwiczak
Price: $223,000
Mortgage: $218,960
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 2/17/17

450 Hinsdale Rd.
Buyer: Selene Finance LP
Seller: Joseph Lucas +
Price: $131,200
Date: 2/1/17

476 Kirchner Rd.
Buyer: Thomas Grogean
Seller: David Robillard
Price: $259,000
Mortgage: $207,200
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/1/17

161 Main St.
Buyer: Model Farm LLC
Seller: Crane & Co
Price: $1,000,000
Mortgage: $1,500,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/3/17

141 Pine St.
Buyer: Justin Daigle
Seller: Christopher Robillard
Price: $166,250
Mortgage: $161,263
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 2/6/17

90 Pleasant St.
Buyer: David Lagrotteria
Seller: Gail Gargan RET 
of 2007 +
Price: $269,500
Mortgage: $215,600
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/10/17

egRemoNt
167 Egremont Plain Rd.
Buyer: Mariana Laiz +
Seller: Noel Arce
Price: $235,000
Mortgage: $160,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 2/15/17

144 Hillsdale Rd.
Buyer: Alexander Premoli +
Seller: Dorothy Haddad
Price: $212,000
Mortgage: $169,600
Lender: Village Mtg
Date: 2/17/17

16 Prospect Lake Rd.

Buyer: Jeffrey Turner +
Seller: Wheeler Roland Est +
Price: $186,000
Date: 2/14/17

15 The Ave.
Buyer: Stanley Rosen +
Seller: Jane Glaser +
Price: $510,000
Mortgage: $150,000
Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 2/3/17

gReat
baRRiNgtoN

133 Castle St.
Buyer: 133 Castle Street LLC
Seller: Randall Courts +
Price: $650,000
Date: 2/10/17

20 Hollenbeck Ave.
Buyer: Pier Boutin
Seller: 20 Hollenbeck LLC
Price: $275,000
Date: 2/16/17

37 Lake Buel Rd.
Buyer: Jeff Barbuto
Seller: Carissa Steefel +
Price: $525,000
Date: 2/28/17

533-A Main St.
Buyer: Erika Crofut
Seller: Diane Paul
Price: $220,000
Date: 2/10/17

21 Mechanic St.
Buyer: Lynne Vadnais
Seller: MK&S Realty Inc
Price: $190,000
Mortgage: $152,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 2/2/17

27 Monument Valley Rd.
Buyer: Bailey Trevisan
Seller: FNMA
Price: $271,000
Mortgage: $216,800
Lender: Village Mtg
Date: 2/17/17

294 N Plain Rd.
Buyer: Leigh Doherty
Seller: David Barrett +
Price: $395,000
Mortgage: $347,600
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 2/1/17

2 Parley St.
Buyer: 2 Parley Street LLC
Seller: Ann Cohen +
Price: $253,000
Date: 2/10/17

3 Squaw Peak Rd.
Buyer: Ruth Friedman +
Seller: Doris Friedman +
Price: $350,000
Mortgage: $225,000
Lender: Seller
Date: 2/28/17

4 Warren Ave.
Buyer: Christian Sparks +
Seller: John Lucey +
Price: $312,500
Mortgage: $250,000
Lender: Quicken Loan
Date: 2/3/17

6 Burning Tree Rd. U:6
Buyer: Louis Zimmerman +
Seller: Cottages at 
Barrington +
Price: $529,000
Date: 2/22/17

hiNSDale
11 Ethier St.
Buyer: Boris Basora +
Seller: William Shields +
Price: $160,000
Mortgage: $128,000
Lender: Berkshire Bank
Date: 2/15/17

1215 Washington Rd.
Buyer: Wesley Higgins
Seller: William Smith Jr
Price: $228,000
Mortgage: $223,870
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 2/27/17

laNeSboRo
45 N Main St. 
Buyer: PNH Realty LLC
Seller: Weider Auto Body Inc
Price: $145,000
Date: 2/10/17

138 Narragansett Ave.
Buyer: David Childs Sr +
Seller: Sara Mckenzie
Price: $222,000
Mortgage: $152,000

Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/10/17

126 S Main St.
Buyer: Louis Costi +
Seller: Glenn Corcoran 3rd +
Price: $190,000
Mortgage: $152,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 2/28/127

lee
725 Tyringham Rd.
Buyer: Lee Bank
Seller: Paul Herman +
Price: $158,000
Date: 2/8/17

880 East St. U:15B
Buyer: Michael Adler +
Seller: Michael Prokup +
Price: $220,000
Mortgage: $150,000
Lender: LoanDepot.com
Date: 2/23/17

leNoX
19 Crystal St.
Buyer: William Gop
Seller: Cecle Roosa
Price: $175,000
Mortgage: $140,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 2/15/17

667 East St.
Buyer: Donald Adam Jr +
Seller: 667 East Street NT +
Price: $275,000
Date: 2/27/17

151 New Lenox Rd.
Buyer: Rachael Huntley +
Seller: Tonya Defriest-Doerr
Price: $375,000
Mortgage: $356,250
Lender: USAA Fed SB
Date: 2/10/17

80 Pine Knoll Rd.
Buyer: Mindi Morin +
Seller: Laura Flint RET of 
2010 +
Price: $362,500
Mortgage: $344,375
Lender: Wells Fargo
Date: 2/15/17

44 Sherwood Dr.
Buyer: TC Munson-Jacqueline
Seller: Art Sherin
Price: $218,000
Mortgage: $174,400
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 2/22/17

Evergreen Trail U:9
Buyer: Patricia Mccord
Seller: Reba Schecter
Price: $357,000
Mortgage: $285,600
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/24/17

4 Morgan Manor U:1
Buyer: Dora Reyes-Lorange
Seller: Scott Lorange
Price: $100,000
Date: 2/2/17

7 Rolling Hills U:5
Buyer: Amy Schwartsbard
Seller: Leonard Yost +
Price: $170,000
Date: 2/21/17

moNteReY
Elephant Rock Rd.
Buyer: Susan Steinberg
Seller: Buonaguro Louise 
Est +
Price: $200,000
Date: 2/2/17

36 Elephant Rock Rd.
Buyer: Peter Franck +
Seller: Buonaguro Louise 
Est +
Price: $340,000
Date: 2/2/17

12 Heberts Cove
Buyer: Hana Rosenzweig
Seller: Herbert Wolfe
Price: $570,000
Date: 2/8/17

54 Sandisfi eld Rd.
Buyer: Philip Castille +
Seller: F&D NT +
Price: $225,000
Mortgage: $404,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 2/1/17

NeW aShfoRD
Greylock Rd.
Buyer: Christopher Wooliver
Seller: Johnson Rosemary Est +

Price: $78,000
Mortgage: $312,000
Lender: MountainOne
Date: 2/10/17

NeW
maRlboRo

2 Shunpike Rd.
Buyer: Chelsea Stoddard
Seller: CSB Service Corp
Price: $78,700
Mortgage: $77,274
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 2/23/17

633 Sisson Hill Rd.
Buyer: AP Tsamis 
Management LLC
Seller: Jared Mcdade +
Price: $292,450
Mortgage: $228,000
Lender: Pittsfi eld Coop
Date: 2/15/17

NoRth aDamS
73 Chestnut St.
Buyer: Kathy Languirand
Seller: Michael Moulton
Price: $145,000
Mortgage: $146,969
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 2/10/17

90-94 Church St.
Buyer: Moresi Comm Inv
Seller: Puccio FT +
Price: $450,000
Mortgage: $400,000
Lender: Felix Puccio
Date: 2/1/17

561 E Main St.
Buyer: Joy Lescarbeau
Seller: Kurtis Kimball +
Price: $85,000
Mortgage: $82,450
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/10/17

63 Francis St.
Buyer: Michael Kilroe Jr +
Seller: Bradley Berridge +
Price: $124,500
Date: 2/17/17

1392 Massachusetts Ave.
Buyer: Benjamin Svenson
Seller: Carol Williams-Hayes
Price: $116,900
Date: 2/10/17

1398 Massachusetts Ave.
Buyer: Benjamin Svenson
Seller: Sharon Davignon +
Price: $89,000
Date: 2/10/17

46 Quincy St.
Buyer: Helen Morgenstern
Seller: Keith Abusi 46 
Quincy St +
Price: $207,000
Date: 2/17/17

83 Walker St.
Buyer: Rotolo Home 
Improvement
Seller: Frances Caron
Price: $77,000
Date: 2/23/17

otiS
230 Monterey Rd.
Buyer: John Collins +
Seller: Scott Paterson +
Price: $200,000
Mortgage: $160,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/1/17

80 Ryan Ln.
Buyer: Michael Bynack
Seller: Holly Stoehr +
Price: $179,000
Mortgage: $175,757
Lender: Village Mtg
Date: 2/14/17

PittSfielD
15 Allengate Ave.
Buyer: Jay Roberts
Seller: Tanya Hunt
Price: $169,000
Mortgage: $135,200
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/24/17

122 Ann Dr.
Buyer: Justin Luciani +
Seller: Thomas English
Price: $230,000
Mortgage: $218,500
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 2/10/17

203 Benedict Rd.
Buyer: Linda Whitacre
Seller: Charles Barosso +
Price: $145,000

Mortgage: $130,500
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/10/17

Callahan Dr. Lot 4B
Buyer: Callahan Drive 
Realty LLC
Seller: Maurice Callahan Jr +
Price: $142,400
Date: 2/21/17

40 Churchill St.
Buyer: Tyler Bosworth
Seller: Thomas Senger RET 
Price: $185,000
Mortgage: $179,450
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/10/17

5 Curlew St.
Buyer: Robert Seney +
Seller: Helen Provencher RET +
Price: $191,000
Mortgage: $106,000
Lender: MountainOne
Date: 2/3/17

50 Dalton Ave.
Buyer: Robert North
Seller: Louis Costi +
Price: $75,000
Mortgage: $55,000
Lender: Louis Costi
Date: 2/15/17

294 Dalton Ave.
Buyer: FNMA
Seller: Marnique Rivera +
Price: $81,700
Date: 2/16/17

62 Doreen St.
Buyer: Theresa Manchester
Seller: Shea Jane Est +
Price: $133,777
Mortgage: $129,763
Lender: MountainOne
Date: 2/16/17

657 East St.
Buyer: Thomas Wells Jr
Seller: Roberta Dus
Price: $80,000
Mortgage: $70,000
Lender: Roberta Dus
Date: 2/1/17

1350 East St.
Buyer: Howie RT +
Seller: Rich Charles Sr Est +
Price: $199,000
Mortgage: $360,000
Lender: Greenfi eld Svgs
Date: 2/8/17

424 Elm St.
Buyer: Vincent Beraldi
Seller: Thomas Bailey +
Price: $129,500
Mortgage: $116,420
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 2/22/17

149 Francis Ave.
Buyer: Jeffrey Pratt
Seller: Michaud Gaetan Est +
Price: $120,000
Date: 2/17/17

225 Highland Ave.
Buyer: Robert Sweeney
Seller: CLH RT +
Price: $180,000
Mortgage: $174,600
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/28/17

7 Kathy Way
Buyer: Kojo Fynn +
Seller: John Buttelman +
Price: $264,000
Mortgage: $190,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 2/13/17

36 Kensington Ave.
Buyer: Kimberlee Gero +
Seller: Hall Robert Est +
Price: $101,500
Mortgage: $91,200
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 2/23/17

87 Kittredge Rd.
Buyer: FNMA
Seller: Anthony Andrews +
Price: $109,992
Date: 2/21/17

176 Lenox Ave.
Buyer: Ryan Mcateer
Seller: Denis Mccarty +
Price: $110,000
Mortgage: $106,700
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/10/17

263 Mountain Dr.
Buyer: Kristen Burke +
Seller: Dennis Teichert +
Price: $489,000
Mortgage: $391,200
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/17/17

72 Northumberland Rd.
Buyer: Scott Walker +
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Berkshire Sterile Manufacturing needed funds to buy and renovate a 116,000 square-foot building in Lee and acquire new manufacturing 
equipment. We issued a $4,083,000 bond on the company’s behalf, enhancing it with mortgage and insurance guarantees. The bond, 
purchased by Berkshire Bank, enabled the startup to create the ideal facility for growth in western Massachusetts. For more information, 
call 800.445.8030 or visit MassDevelopment.com.
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Berkshire County real estate transfers

Seller: James Campagna
Price: $137,500
Mortgage: $110,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/241/7

15 Onota St.
Buyer: Lindsay Bleau
Seller: Melanie Meunier
Price: $115,500
Mortgage: $109,500
Lender: NBT Bank
Date: 2/17/17

217 South St.
Buyer: Momes LLC
Seller: John Herman
Price: $400,000
Mortgage: $319,500
Lender: Citizens Bank
Date: 2/6/17

34 Springside Ave.
Buyer: Corey Degon
Seller: Peter Connors
Price: $145,000
Mortgage: $108,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/10/17

11 Swan St.
Buyer: Hidden Hollow RT +
Seller: Kammi Phillips 
Chap 7 T +
Price: $127,500
Date: 2/8/17

100 W Housatonic St.
Buyer: Lojonikki LLC
Seller: Greylock FCU
Price: $249,000
Mortgage: $199,200
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/10/17

87 Wahconah St.
Buyer: Wahconah Street LLC
Seller: John Giardina
Price: $174,000
Mortgage: $149,000
Lender: John Giardina
Date: 2/13/17

747 Williams St.
Buyer: Nathan Pitoniak
Seller: Brent White
Price: $230,000
Mortgage: $184,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/10/17

Alpine Trail U:27
Buyer: Stone Path Devel
Seller: L Cornelius Kahn 
RET +
Price: $487,500
Mortgage: $300,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 2/6/17

Appleton Ave. U:266
Buyer: Robert Luhmann +
Seller: Mildred 
Zimmerman T +
Price: $193,900
Mortgage: $155,120
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/10/17

Cynthia Ln. U:23
Buyer: Chris Ziegler
Seller: Saul Lesser +
Price: $280,000
Mortgage: $224,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 2/16/17

431 North St. U:431
Buyer: Joss Mgmt Co
Seller: Chelsea AY LLC
Price: $75,000
Mortgage: $50,000
Lender: Chelsea AY LLC
Date: 2/10/17

RichmoND
751 Dublin Rd.
Buyer: Alan Samuels +
Seller: Robert Glass +
Price: $840,000
Mortgage: $630,000
Lender: Wells Fargo
Date: 2/13/17

87 Lake Rd.
Buyer: Brent Schmicke +
Seller: Joseph Obrien +
Price: $203,500
Mortgage: $162,800
Lender: Village Mtg
Date: 2/3/17

101 Patton Rd.
Buyer: Definitive Whim LLC
Seller: Edward Forget RET +
Price: $305,000
Date: 2/28/17

SaNDiSfielD
20 Roberts Rd.
Buyer: Wilmington T NA +
Seller: Jeanne MAdams 
Communityurnie +

Price: $163,000
Date: 2/7/17

SheffielD
Brush Hill Rd.
Buyer: Robert Killiard +
Seller: Robert Busby +
Price: $80,000
Date: 2/6/17

Clayton Rd.
Buyer: B Allyn Properties 
LLC
Seller: Country Log Homes
Price: $275,000
Mortgage: $220,000
Lender: Farm Credit East
Date: 2/15/17

1780 N Main St.
Buyer: 1780 LLC
Seller: Rabouin Properties LP
Price: $385,000
Date: 2/21/17

820 Salisbury Rd.
Buyer: Nationstar Mortgage
Seller: Harry Billings Jr +
Price: $319,610
Date: 2/3/17

282 Water Farm Rd.
Buyer: Mountain Water Syst
Seller: Sheffield Water Co
Price: $92,931
Mortgage: $1,250,000
Lender: Cobank
Date: 2/14/17

StockbRiDge
7 East St.
Buyer: Angela Caffrey
Seller: Cardillo FT +
Price: $150,000
Mortgage: $130,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 2/1/17

13-A Glendale Middle Rd.
Buyer: James Windram +
Seller: Huggins Jane Est +
Price: $232,000
Date: 2/2/17

15 Mohawk Lake Rd.
Buyer: Nicholas Andersen
Seller: Sheila Faxon
Price: $178,900
Mortgage: $180,000
Lender: Edward Baldwin
Date: 2/23/17

5 Sargent St. U:2
Buyer: Susan Baum
Seller: Joan Blake

Price: $215,000
Date: 2/16/17

WaShiNgtoN
219 Washington Mountain
Buyer: 219 WMR LLC
Seller: Carla Lampro
Price: $340,000
Mortgage: $200,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 2/24/17

WeSt
StockbRiDge

35 Albany Rd.
Buyer: FHLM
Seller: Paul Lavalette +
Price: $91,388
Date: 2/17/17

25 W Center Rd.
Buyer: Tobias Casey +
Seller: Baldwin Family 
Farm LLC
Price: $380,000
Mortgage: $361,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 2/3/17

58 W Center Rd.
Buyer: Kevin Cunningham +
Seller: Marvin 
Schwartzbard +
Price: $1,600,000
Date: 2/3/17

WilliamStoWN
37 Jamieson Hts.
Buyer: Jennifer Hodges +
Seller: Old Mill NT +
Price: $300,000
Date: 2/27/17

165 Lindley Ter.
Buyer: Eric Fox +
Seller: Richard Cappalli +
Price: $354,900
Date: 2/27/17

51 Willshire Dr.
Buyer: Wilmington Svgs Fund
Seller: Nancy Politis +
Price: $220,000
Date: 2/15/17

WiNDSoR
12 Access Road 2
Buyer: Seth Alden +
Seller: John Bird +
Price: $190,000
Date: 2/28/17                   ◆
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Forest Springs project
continued from page 1

reAL estate

emergency shelter and support services 
to victims and survivors of domestic and 
sexual violence.

Ralph previously worked as family 
shelter coordinator with the Committee on 
Temporary Shelter in Burlington, Vt., and 
before that was program director at N Street 
Village, an agency serving homeless women 
in Washington, D.C. Other positions have 
included serving as program director with 
the Gay and Lesbian Anti-Defamation Al-
liance in Kansas City, Mo., and New York, 
and as child-abuse prevention educator and 
case manager with the Metropolitan Lutheran 
Ministries in Kansas City. She was also a 
pastor at Lutheran churches in Missouri.

She has a Master of Divinity from the 
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, and 
a degree in Clinical Pastoral Education from 
the University of Virginia Medical Center.

Focus on housing
Ralph said the position with Construct ap-

pealed to her for a combination of personal 
and professional reasons.

While her work has involved a variety of 
social services and issues, Ralph said housing 
has been a particular interest.

“I’ve worked with housing issues through-
out my career, and I wanted to find a position 
where I could focus on that again,” she said. 
“Also, my partner was retiring and wanted 
to be closer to family in Brooklyn. So, when 
I saw this position advertised, it seemed to 
be a good fit. And when we came down, we 
fell in love with the Berkshires. I was also 
very impressed by the board and staff of 
Construct, and the organization’s mission.”

Ralph’s combined background in housing 
and social services meshes with the mission of 
Construct, which originated in the late 1960s 
with a focus on affordable housing.

Since then, it has also evolved into a lead-
ing social services nonprofit organization in 
the southern Berkshire region. In addition 
to housing help, it provides comprehensive 
workforce development and educational 
services, and other personal and family 
counseling and support.

“Housing is our core focus, but we also 
focus on empowering people and helping 
them to achieve economic stability,” said 
Ralph. “The organization’s vision is for a 
socially vibrant community that is inclusive 

of the working population as well as the most 
vulnerable, and those who are unable to live 
here without help.”

Forest Springs
A current priority is the construction and 

opening of Forest Springs at 316 State Rd. 
(Route 23) in the eastern section of Great 
Barrington, near Ski Butternut. Construct 
purchased the 12-acre property in 2012.

Ralph said the permits have been obtained, 
and a ground-breaking ceremony is scheduled 
for April 18. The goal is to complete and begin 
leasing the units in spring of 2018.

The development will be a cluster of 
three buildings, each with three or four 
townhouse-style units. Of those, five units 
will be subsidized for households earn-
ing 30-to-50 percent of the area’s median 
income, and six units will be designated 
for households with 60 percent of median 
income. In addition, two of the units will be 
ADA accessible, and two will be modified 
for those with sensory impairment.

All units will be energy efficient approach-
ing net zero usage. A solar array on the roof-
tops will contribute to energy savings.

The site includes about three acres of 
flat land at the base of a mountain slope. 
The buildings and parking will be clustered 
within the flat portion, while the remainder 
of the 12-acre property has been designated 

as a conservation area. “It has been designed 
to encourage a sense of community and vis-
ibility, while fitting into the surroundings,” 
noted Ralph.

Amenities on the site will include a com-
munity garden. The site’s landscaping will 
feature fruit trees, which will also provide 
apples, pears, and berries to residents. There 
will be a play area in the lower area for 
children. In addition, a path will lead up the 
mountainside to a spot for relaxing, and other 
walking trails for exploring and recreation.

Arrangements have been made with the 
Berkshire Regional Transit Authority to 
provide transportation for residents of Forest 
Springs who need it.

Construct has been working with Berkshire 
Bank on the $3 Million project. It is funded 
through a combination of grants and financing 
sources, including the Massachusetts Afford-
able Housing Trust Fund, Massachusetts 
Facilities Consolidation Fund, the Federal 
Home Loan Bank Boston AHP, and the Mas-
sachusetts Department of Housing and Com-
munity Development Housing Stabilization 
Fund.  The town of Great Barrington also 
earmarked Community Preservation Act 
funding for the project.

Construct is working with Allegrone Inc. of 
Lenox as the contractor, White Engineering of 
Pittsfield, and other area contractors and sub-
contractors. The Community Development 

Rendering of Construct Inc.’s Forest Springs affordable housing project, which will be built on a 12-acre parcel just off State Road (Route 23) in Great Barrington.
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Corporation of South Berkshire served as a 
development consultant on Forest Springs.

Holistic approach
In southern Berkshire County over the past 

several decades, gentrification has steadily 
led to a real estate market that has largely 
been driven by affluent second homeowners, 
and new residents with significantly greater 
financial resources than the income levels of 
many local residents. In addition to high prices 
for existing properties, new construction has 
also been oriented to high-end housing.

As a result, many working people have 
been priced out of the 
area, and the supply of 
housing for the low- 
and moderate-income 
population is scarce. “That is a definite 
challenge here,” said Ralph. “Rents are high 
and vacancies are very low. At Construct, for 
example, we have a waiting list of around 
400 people for housing.”

Because of that, maintaining and expand-
ing the supply of affordable housing is a high 
priority for Construct.

The organization, which has offices at 41 
Mahaiwe St. in Great Barrington, maintains 
and manages affordable units. It also provides 
shelters and transitional services for people 
who have become homeless.

Construct has also pursued a variety of 
strategies to preserve and increase the area’s 
housing stock, including an Affordable Hous-
ing Stabilization Fund to help local housing 
development projects defray planning costs 
until construction can be approved.

It also works in other ways. In 2001, a nine-
unit building in Great Barrington came onto 
the market. With Construct’s support, it was 
purchased and renovated without displacing 
its low-income tenants. In 2003, Construct 
helped to purchase and renovate two duplexes 
in Lee that would have otherwise moved into 
the private rental market.

Its most ambitious project was a partner-
ship with the Stockbridge Land Trust and 
the Stockbridge Housing Authority. These 
organizations acquired an 18-acre parcel 
along Route 102 and built a new 30-unit 
mixed-income project, called Pine Woods, 
which was completed in 2005.

However, the roots of local housing issues 
go beyond real estate.

“Economic insecurity and other personal 
and social factors also cause people to become 
homelessness,” Ralph noted. “Addiction, for 
example, is a major problem. So we work with 
people who are at-risk for a variety of pos-
sible reasons, to provide support to prevent 
them from becoming homeless.”

She added that, while poverty is not as 
evident in south Berkshire County, many 
people are struggling.

“There’s a certain image associated with 
homelessness and poverty, and that is not as 
visible in south Berkshire County,” she said. 

“But there are many people here whose situ-
ation is precarious. What we see are people 
who are working hard, but, despite that, they 
are barely making it. Many people are one 
paycheck away from homelessness.”

Because of this, the goal of Construct is to 
address housing on a holistic basis. It offers 
a variety of services, and collaborates with 
other organizations and agencies, to expand 
the reach across populations without duplicat-
ing services. It also works with members of 
the business community.

Construct ( 413-528-1985 or constructinc.
org) provides transitional housing and ser-

vices to those who have 
already become home-
less, and helps them to 
prepare to move into 

permanent housing. It also assists those who 
are at-risk of losing their housing for financial 
or other reasons. It advises tenants on their 
rights, among other counseling.

Construct provides resources to help 
households increase their income, and finan-
cial literacy instruction to help them manage 
money effectively. It operates a job place-
ment service and provides transportation to 
jobs and interviews. Professionally certified 
teachers provide study assistance for the high 
school GED exam and access to academic 
or job-training workshops.

The organization also offers direct finan-
cial assistance and housing counseling. It 
coordinates life skills workshops on food and 
nutrition, health and hygiene, and conflict 
resolution. Case managers coordinate health 
and mental health care.

Recently Construct bundled these ser-
vices into one program, which they named 
Cara Davis Project Home, in recognition of 
the accomplishments of the organization’s 
longtime director.

Long-term plan
Now, as Construct approaches its 50-year 

anniversary, Ralph and the board and other 
stakeholders are launching a thorough analysis 
of the organization, and the needs of the com-
munity, to develop and implement a long-term 
strategic plan over the next three years.

“We’re going to assess our capacity and 
what we’re best at, to determine how to most 
effectively address the needs of the commu-
nity moving forward,” said Ralph.

She noted that the strategic plan will be 
phased in over the three years to gradually 
implement its goals into the ongoing activi-
ties and operations of Construct.

She explained that he first year will be 
focused on research, and determining the 
priorities and specific strategies.

“In the second year, we’ll prepare to make 
the shifts to the priorities of the strategic plan,” 
she said. “Then, by the third year, we’ll move 
forward with new initiative and approaches 
based on the plan. You could summarize this 
approach as Ready, Get Set, Go.”◆

“Rents are high and 
vacancies are very low.”

For Sale: 123 Airport Rd., Shaftsbury, VT
First-class commercial property with two 
apartments above. Ideal owner-occupied 
or investment opportunity with many 
potential uses including office, contractors, 
rental units, storage, small incubator 
spaces, light industrial, warehouse, etc. 
8’x8’ garage doors and one 14’ overhead 
door perfect for motor home, tractor 

trailer or other high ceiling needs. Separate unheated 40’x24’ cold storage building 
with 10 bays. Very attractive site bordered by a scenic brook, with excellent access off 
paved roads, and a safe and secure location opposite state police barracks. $450,000

Paul Harsch, Business 
& Commercial Broker & 
Realtor® Emeritus with 
42 years commercial, 
residential, land and 

development expertise

413-458-5000
info@harschrealestate.com • www.harschrealestate.com

Your Business Belongs Here!

For Sale: Prime Williamstown Building Site
Commercially zoned lot featuring 265 ft. of frontage on Main Street (Route 2) 
and 210 ft. on Adams Road. The only 
remaining “virgin” undeveloped site in 
Williamstown, this level 0.8 acre with 
public bus service and all utilities is 
ideal for retail, professional, service, or 
mixed-use business/residential. For sale, 
lease, or build to suit. Seller financing 
available. Broker owned. $495,000

Sold

For Sale: 6 Renfrew St., Adams
First class office, plus shop, plus 4-bay 
garage – all new. Locate your company/
business in this superbly rebuilt 3,000 sq. 
ft. 1880 train station, 5,400 sq. ft. shop 
with 14’ overhead doors & 16-20’ ceiling 
height, and 2,160 sq. ft. 4-bay “showplace” 
garage. Rail access, Route 8 location. If 
utility, condition and image are important, 
this is the place for you. $1.2 million

For Sale: 309 Pittsfield Rd., Lenox
5,400 sq. ft. first class office building 
on 2.96 acres. Move-in ready for your 
company with high-speed wiring, two 
kitchens and two conference rooms, 
multi-level contemporary style, large 
open deck facing private wooded 
setting, off-street parking, landscaped. 
Appraised & inspected. NOW $679,000

For Sale: 63-65 Walden St.,  North Adams
11,500 sq. ft. light industrial building 
built in 1900. Be a part of the amazing 
arts & tourism renaissance in this 
transforming northern Berkshire small 
city, home of MASS MoCA, the world’s 
largest museum of contemporary art. 
$224,000

For Sale: Southern VT Business Opportunity
Live and work on the premises of this 
outstanding, long established, stable and 
profitable business. Convenience store 
with gas and liquor caters to locals and 
tourists. Includes separate three-bedroom 
home with family room, new kitchen, 
semi-finished second floor, full basement. 
Buyer will need minimum of $100,000 
cash for down payment. Gross sales in 
excess of $2.4 million. $1.1 million

For Sale: 3301 Route 7, Pownal, VT
Amazing live/work combination with prominent, commanding location overlooking 
one of the most beautiful valleys in all of Vermont. Create/work/market from the main 

barn and then stroll into your dramatic 
and spectacular living quarters featuring 
16-ft. cathedral ceiling in the living 
room, stainless steel and tile kitchen and 
bath. 5,500 sq. ft., huge spaces, fabulous 
western sunsets, income apartment, pool, 
Jacuzzi, close to everything important in the 
Berkshires and Southern Vermont. $550,000

For Sale: 7557 Route 7, Pownal, VT
17,450 sq. ft. of two-story commercial 
space in prime Route 7 location across 
from Stewart’s Shop, Vermont State 
Liquor Store and just over MA/VT state 
line at the gateway to Vermont. Former 
furniture store, suitable for antiques, 
office, retail. Additional one-story 1,280 
sq.ft. rental house. $595,000

Sold



24 May 2017 Berkshire Trade & CoMMerCe

Pittsfield
70 South St.
(413) 447-7304

Pittsfield
110 Dalton Ave.
(413) 395-9626

Dalton
431 Main St.
(413) 684-1551

Gt. Barrington
325 Main St.
(413) 528-2840

www.pittsfieldcoop.com Member FDIC & SIF            Equal Housing Lender

The Pittsfield Cooperative Bank opened in 1889 intent on empowering our neighbors
to build a better community. Savings and investment products were designed to benefit
the customers long-term and lending decisions were made with great thought by honest,
local bankers.

They still are.

Today, The Co-op is staffed by 48 people who not only live and work in the area, they’ve
dedicated most of their lives to the region. And — because of the way we conduct 
business — this little known bank in the heart of the Berkshires is one of the best 
capitalized lenders in the entire Commonwealth.

While that’s not the kind of stuff that makes headlines… it sure is comforting to bank with
someone you know and trust.




