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more mass at mass moca
museum steps up with Building 6

By Brad Johnson

W

hen the Massachusetts
Museum of Contemporary Art (MASS MoCA) finally
opened its doors in May 1999
after more than a decade of
planning, pitfalls and perseverance, the former industrial
facility turned cultural venue
attracted widespread attention for both its physical size
and scope of its mission.
Joseph Thompson, who has been at
MASS MoCA’s helm ever since its early
planning stages, believes the North
Adams cultural and commercial complex is poised for a new wave of public
interest that will match or exceed that
of its opening day 18 years ago with
the formal debut of
Initiatives to Building 6, its most
extend impact ambitious expanbeyond MASS sion to date.
“We believe the
MoCA’s campus
opening
of Build– see page 22
ing 6 will attract
attention to North Adams at a level not
seen since 1999,” said Thompson.
That belief will be put to the test on
May 28, when MASS MoCA visitors
first begin exploring 130,000 square
feet of new gallery, exhibition and event
space within Building 6, an imposing
three-story structure at the western
end of the sprawling 19th century mill
complex.
continued on page 16

Larry Smallwood (left), deputy director and chief operating officer at MASS
MoCA, joins Joseph Thompson, the museum’s
founding director, amidst A Quake in Paradise,
(Labyrinth), 1994, by Robert Rauschenberg (©
Robert Rauschenberg Foundation). This is among
several major installations that will be unveiled to
the public with the May 28 opening of Building 6
at the MASS MoCA campus. Renovated at a cost
of more than $25 million, the 130,000-squarefoot building (shown above) completes the last
major phase of MASS MoCA’s redevelopment of
the former Sprague Electric complex. (Top photo
BT&C; bottom photo Jason Reinhold, courtesy of
MASS MoCA)
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circle around the Dragon Mouth Fire Pit at
dusk. Creative lighting will also illuminate
the faerie village after daylight fades. (Go to
www.berkshiremountainsfaeriefestival.com
for a full schedule of activities.)
By Brad Johnson
“We’re going for better, not necessarily
On June 17, but a few days shy of the
bigger,” said Sellers, who noted that the
summer solstice, the veil shielding the Faerie
festival is an all-volunteer undertaking with
Realm will fall away – revealing a familyproceeds going to public art and art promooriented experience celebrating creativity,
tion within the region.
learning and stewardship of the Earth.
“We have a very good team of people
That, in a nutshell, is what’s in store for
working on this,” added Richard Tavelli,
the second annual Berkshire Mountains
a resident of Williamstown and a member
Faerie Festival, an ambitious day-long
of the AAAB. He, along with Gail Sellers
event presented by the Adams Arts Advisory
and her husband Phil, comprise what they
Board (AAAB).
refer to as “conveners” of a larger steering
According to organizers, this year’s event
committee of AAAB members and other
will seek to build on the success of its 2016
volunteers working on
debut, which drew an
this year’s festival.
estimated 2,000 attend“We’re going for better,
“People are filling
ees to Bowe Field (site
not necessarily bigger.”
in nicely with their
of the Adams Agriculareas of expertise,” said Tavelli, whose own
tural Fair) for a wide array of family-friendly
background is in business and economic deactivities and entertainment centered around
velopment as opposed to the arts. Tavelli was
a faerie theme (July 2017 BT&C).
drawn to the AAAB through his involvement
“Last year was over the top – way more
in other community and economic developthan we expected,” said Gail Sellers, co-owner
ment initiatives in the town of Adams.
of River Hill Pottery in North Adams and a
Formed in August 2015, the AAAB is
leading organizer of the festival. “We’re taka self-directed group of volunteers whose
ing the things that really worked last year and
stated mission is to “use the arts to advance
expanding them for this year’s festival.”
the vitality and economic prosperity of the
Among these will be an expanded faerie
Berkshires.”
village, with larger tents to accommodate the
The faerie festival took shape out of the
crowds and activities, as well as interaction
association’s broader efforts to encourage
with the Faerie Queen, members of her court
more artists and art-related activities to take
and assorted other characters.
root in Adams. As with the inaugural event,
Prominent faerie-lore author Jana Laiz
this year’s festival is seen as a platform for
will return to lead a full slate of story-telling
showcasing the town’s arts scene and introactivity, which Sellers noted was one of the
ducing the community to others who might
most popular features of last year’s festival.
want to participate in – and contribute to – its
There will also be faerie wing painting and
creative economy.
other creative activities, strolling minstrels
“We’re still doing it for the same reason,”
and performers, live music and dancing
said Tavelli (who at this year’s festival will
under a newly built pavilion, and many
reprise his role as Grulach, Keeper of Time
vendors featuring tasty treats and a range
and Space). “Our goal is to promote public
of fanciful crafts.
awareness of the arts in Adams and their role
The event, which runs from 10 a.m. to 10
in economic development.”
p.m., will be capped with an organized drum
While the inaugural festival was pulled
together in whirlwind fashion, Tavelli and
Sellers said this year they are benefitting from
earlier planning and coordination. “There are
some things we learned from last year and are
better prepared for this year,” said Sellers.
Among these is better planning and coordination of marketing efforts. Sellers noted
that, while last year’s festival drew a large
crowd from a wide variety of locations, the
majority of attendees were from the immediate northern Berkshire region. “We’re looking to draw from all parts of the county and
beyond,” she said, noting that their marketing
efforts look to build interest in the festival
across a wider territory.
Sellers also noted that this year’s festival
was moved up a week from its 2016 date to
avoid competing with the return of Wilco
and the Solid Sound Music Festival at the
Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art
in North Adams, slated for June 23-25. “We
saw that coming up and decided to hold our
festival a week earlier,” she said.
While the festival itself is a relatively
low-tech event, there is one new element
that Tavelli is hoping to introduce this year
that will change that.
“I’ve been working with some local
technology resources on another kind of
wizarding technology,” he said, referring
to an augmented reality app that is being
developed that would allow festival-goers to

Enhanced enchantments at
2nd annual Faerie Festival

find and interact with virtual faerie-themed
characters with their smartphones.
“It’s not definite yet, and it’s all very tentative, but we’re hoping to have this ready,”
said Tavelli. “If it’s not, then we’ll have it
for next year’s festival.”
Tickets for the Berkshire Mountains
Faerie Festival are $6, with children 12
and under free. Vendor inquiries are still
welcome, as are volunteers to help with
behind-the-scenes work. Those interested
can contact organizers at info@berkshiremountainsfaeriefestival.com.u

Lenox Chamber expands
with new Visitors Center
By John Townes
After a nomadic period of moving among
short-term offices, the Lenox Chamber
of Commerce formally christened what it
expects to be its long-term home and an associated Lenox Visitors Center with a ribbon
cutting and reception on April 27.
“We’d bounced around among different
small offices for several years,” said Kameron
Spaulding, the chamber’s executive director. “Now that we have a larger permanent
space, we’ve also been able to establish a
true Visitors Center.”
The chamber settled into the 1,000-squarefoot storefront at the corner of Housatonic
and Main streets in May of last year.
“We moved in at the beginning of the busy
summer season, so we didn’t have a chance
to do any real work on the space right away,”
said Spaulding. “We started planning it in
September when things began to slow down,
and we began making the physical changes
in late February and early March. Now that
it’s completed, we decided to have an official
grand opening celebration.”
Tthe new Visitors Center is marked by
large, lively signage and graphics in its
windows, and an interior with displays
and information. Kameron noted that the
design was developed in coordination with
other current chamber initiatives, including
a freshening of the look of the chamber’s
overall branding and marketing.
Another change is an expansion of its
paid staff. “We used to have one part-time
director, “said Spaulding. “Now we have two
full-time staff members, including myself and
a marketing director, Jamie Trie.”
The chamber worked with Winstanley Associates, an advertising and communications
firm based in Lenox, to develop unified visual
elements and content for the Visitors Center
and its print and online materials.
“We came up with a new color combination of orange and green, and coordinated
other elements such as fonts to represent the
chamber,” said Spaulding.
The chamber’s office had previously been
in a small room in the Lenox Library. The
current space was for many years the site of a
pharmacy. More recently it had been occupied
by pop-up galleries and other businesses.
“It’s a great site for this,” said Spaulding.
“It has street frontage on a busy corner in the
center of town, and has three floor-to-ceiling
windows, so it’s very visible.”
The interior has a large central area for the
Visitors Center, and chamber offices on the
side. It has sections with different themes
utilizing signage, photos that can be flipped
to view information about the subjects on
the back and other displays.
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“We totally remodelled the interior,
including a massive custom-made vinyl
covering with text,” said Spaulding. “It’s
very interactive. People can also talk to the
staff to find out more information and get
directions. There is also space for several
hundred brochures.”
While the emphasis is on Lenox, the Visitors Center also includes information about
attractions throughout the Berkshires. One
section is focused on outdoor sites and recreational opportunities. That includes a large
plexiglass display with a map of sites for
hiking, skiing and other outdoor activities.
Another section is focused on local cultural
attractions, including photographic displays
of The Mount, Ventfort Hall, Shakespeare
& Co., and a 14-foot-high seating chart of
Tanglewood. The Visitors Center is also a
site for 1/2-Tix, a countywide program in
which people can buy discounted same-day
tickets to selected cultural events.
Works by local artists are also on display,
including Andrew DeVries, Judy Bates and
Tom Fiorini.
Another section is focused on a new
campaign the chamber has launched – called
“Why Lenox?” – to inform visitors about the
community, and encourage them to move
and open businesses in the town. It will also
include a website with online information.
“The display in the Visitors Center is an
interactive wall that is basically a physical
recreation of the website,” said Spaulding.
“It includes photographs of local people and
community life that visitors can flip to see
information on the back.”
There is also informational material about
resources, including homes, businesses and
commercial sites for sale.
“We’ll talk to people who are interested,
and answer questions about Lenox, and offer
practical information about relocating, such
local schools and how to register their kids,”
said Spaulding. “We also have information
packets, and can give them forms they would
need if they move or start a business here.”

Short priority list:

1 . Empathy

Jamie Trie, marketing director for the Lenox Chamber of Commerce, and Kameron Spaulding, the chamber’s
executive director, oversee operations at the new Lenox Visitors Center at 4 Housatonic St.
He noted that this includes information
and application forms for the town’s new
Tax Increment Financing program, which
provides extended tax deferments to eligible
businesses that start up, relocate or make
significant improvements to facilities in
Find out how much money you can save:
Lenox.
Get a free, no obligation analysis of your current charges.
The Visitors Center is open weekdays from
I have saved 95 business owners over $155,300 in the first
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on weekends from 10
year of processing with me.
a.m. to 4 p.m. After Memorial Day, hours
Shop local:
will be expanded for the summer season to
Berkshire Merchant Services is a locally owned business
7 p.m. on Friday and Saturday.
and a member of the Berkshire Chamber of Commerce,
Spaulding said that the goal is to always
the Southern Berkshire Chamber and Downtown
have two people in the office during hours
Pittsfield Inc. Keep your money in the Berkshires to
that the Visitors Center is open. In addition
support each other.
to him and Trie, the chamber has hired four
part-time workers for the summer. “We
also have a crew of volunteers who come in
regularly,” he said.u

does your business accept
credit cards?

Berkshire Merchant Services

Don Raiche • www.BerkshireMerchantServices.com • 413-637-2100
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computers for up to two hours a day and the
laptops for up to four hours to browse the
Internet, work on projects, conduct research
or perform specific tasks.
Reczkowski said an average of 2,600
people use the computers in a month, and the
usage averages 2,000 hours monthly. (The
lower number of hours is due to the fact that
some people use the computers for shorter
periods of time.)
The computers and other devices are networked to conventional printers at the library.
“One thing we’ve noticed is that an increasing
number of people are also using the printers
here because the cost of ink for home printers
has gotten so high,” Reczkowski said.
On a related front, the library recently
began offering scanning services that allow
documents to be scanned as black-and-white
images for email attachments or saved to
flash drives.
In addition to computer equipment and
peripherals for on-site use, the library also has
various tablet devices that can be borrowed
for off-site use, including Kindle, Google
Nexus and Samsung models.

hIGh DemaND FOR hOTSpOTS

Berkshire athenaeum
expands scope of its
technology offerings
By John Townes
In a high-tech version of the traditional
practice of lending books, patrons of the
Berkshire Athenaeum in Pittsfield can now
check out hotspots to connect to the Internet
at home, office or other locations.
As part of its broader effort to put technology in people’s hands, the library recently
acquired two Verizon Jetpack 4G mobile
hotspots, which people with a valid library
card can borrow for personal use for a week at
a time. Each portable hotspot can connect up
to 15 Wi-Fi enabled devices (desktops, tablets,
laptops and smart phones) to the Internet.
The devices make the connection to the
Internet through cellular service, which is
included in the loan at no cost.
“It’s all about access,” said Alex Reczkowski, library director. “This can be very
important for people who do not have an
Internet connection at home. That’s especially true in the current environment where
so much non-stop news and information is
coming at us on the Internet, and so many
transactions are being conducted online.”
Despite the ubiquity of the Internet,
Reczkowski said that it is not universal. “It
may seem that everyone is connected, but
many people are without Internet access,”
he said. “National surveys indicate that at
least 25 percent of households do not have
Internet service.”
This includes people who can’t afford the
monthly fees, or are not familiar with use of
the technology, or remain without the Internet
for other reasons.
Reczkowski said the hotspots have been
popular items since their introduction at the
Athenaeum last November. “They get booked

Berkshire Athenaeum Director Alex Reczkowski displays some of the items created with the library’s 3D
printers, which are available for patron use, along with a wide range of other technology devices.
up quickly,” he said. “We may be adding more
of them to handle the demand.”
People check out the hotspots for a variety of
reasons. Some use them to sample the Internet
and learn how to use it before subscribing to
a regular service. “We’ll give help to people
on how to use it,” Reczkowski noted.
Others borrow the hotspots if they need
Internet access for specific purposes, such as
conducting personal business or for special
events or if they will be visiting a location
without Internet service.
In addition to individuals, Reczkowski
noted that businesses, organizations and
professionals also have checked out the
hotspots. For example, he said, one local civic
organization was holding an auction and took
out a hotspot because they needed temporary

MADMACS
E V O L U T I O N

MADMACS
AFFORDABLE MANAGED
IT SOLUTIONS

serviceLmonitoring,
E VFull O
U T patching,
I O N
and remote support for servers and
workstations (PC and Mac).

Proactive support means less
downtime and lower overall IT cost.
Managed and cloud-based back-up
solutions, PCI DSS and HIPAA compliance,
web protection and much more.

Internet access at the site. During last year’s
“Pop Up Art” holiday event, where temporary
art galleries were set up in vacant downtown
Pittsfield storefronts, artists borrowed the
hotspots to help them do business.
(To reserve a hotspot or for more information, contact the library Reference
Department at info@pittsfieldlibrary.org or
413-499-9480, ext. 202.)

Technology Lending Program

Reczkowski said that providing hotspots
has been a trend at libraries over the last couple
of years. He said it started when Google offered it as a program to certain libraries.
For the Berkshire Athenaeum, the hotspots
are part of the Technology Lending Program
(TLP), an initiative funded since 2010 by the
Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum. The program makes technology available for patron
learning, enrichment and entertainment in
both the Adult and Children’s libraries.
“Our goal is to put technology into people’s
hands and help them have meaningful experiences with it,” said Reczkowski, who
assumed his position as director last summer
after serving as the library’s supervisor of
technical services for five years.
In another recent technological addition,
the Berkshire Athenaeum acquired 3D printers, which produce objects from computer
renderings. The library has been holding
classes where people learn to use the printers
and have access to them.
Reczkowski said these classes have been
popular. People have used them to make toy
robots, bookmarks, and other items, including
a replacement washer for a machine.
“People get a kick out of 3D printing,” he
said. “It’s about the joy of creating something
on screen and then having the computer
make it. The novelty is similar to when home
printers were introduced 30 years ago, and
people could create professional looking
posters and publications.”
The library also periodically offers other
classes in the basics of using computers and
the Internet, and specialized topics like conducting genealogical research online.
Providing access to desktop computers
has become a staple service in the library.
It currently has 14 desktop computers in its
Reference Department, 10 in its Local History
Department and three in its Children’s Department. In addition, it has six laptops, an iPad
and a Chromebook for use in the library.
Library patrons can use the desktop

Access to information

Reczkowski sees this emphasis on technology as a contemporary extension of the
traditional role of libraries. “Libraries have
always been about public access to information services,” he said. “This is just providing
other ways to experience those services.”
For some users who do not own computers or have Internet service, the availability
of computers at the library offers access to
these resources. Others may have computers
at home, but choose to take their laptops to
the library, or use its computers there for
other reasons.
“Libraries are one of those ‘third spaces’
that are public places outside of the home
or work,” Reczkowski said. “For example,
those who have home offices like to come
here to work because they want a change of
scene, and to be around others.”
He added that it also links people to the
larger world in other ways.
“Libraries have always been a form of
indoor town square, where people interact
and engage in civic discourse,” he said. “A
lot of the public discourse is online now, and
having computers is another way the library
can connect people to that.”
However, Reczkowski emphasized that the
library’s original role of providing the public
with access to printed books and periodicals
remains a vital core of its services. He said
printed material continues to be popular.
“There’s been a bit of a shift from print
to other technologies, but print is not going
anywhere,” he said. “We still circulate a
quarter-of-a-million items a year, and a lot
of folks come in to read newspapers and
magazines here.”
He added that, in some respects, libraries
have something in common with the new ways
that information is distributed. “The Internet
has created a shift in people’s expectations,
away from paying for printed information and
content,” he said. “Instead, they want content
for free. As a source of free access to printed
resources, libraries fit in with that.”
From another perspective, he said, the
proliferation of online news and information
has actually made traditional publications
more important than ever.
“There’s a lot of conversation about how
we use information resources, and concern
about how much trust we can put into sources
on the Internet,” Reczkowski said. “The issue
of ‘fake news’ has highlighted that. So, it has
become more important than ever to have
trusted sources such as books and established
newspapers to turn to.”◆
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Through May 28: 2017 Berkshires Dream Auction, presented by 1Berkshire to support
the Berkshire Marketing Fund.
Contributions of items for the online auction are sought from
local businesses. For information on making donations, contact
Stephanie Bosley at 413-499-1600. The auction itself will be
held at www.biddingforgood.com/berkshires.
Through May 31: Winter Clothing Drive held by Berkshire
County Arc. Drop-off locations (all in Pittsfield): Berkshire
County Arc’s Community Apartments, 189 First St.; 288 Pecks
Rd.; and Berkshire County Arc’s Main Office, 395 South St.
For questions or additional information, contact Rhodora at
413-499-4241 ext. 255.
May 20: Finding Shelter with Jesse Freidin, featuring the
award-winning photographer who will talk about photographing
shelter animals and give a brief animal photography demonstration. Part of the Coffee Hour Speaking Series hosted by Berkshire
Humane Society, 2 to 4 p.m. at 214 Barker Rd., Pittsfield. For
information, call 413 447-7878 ext. 145.
May 20: Grand opening celebration for Morrison’s Renovation
and Remodeling Center at 25 Pittsfield Rd. (Route 7) in Lenox
from noon to 4 p.m. For information, call 413-442-3001.
May 20: South County Lyme Awareness Meeting, support and
discussion group for people suffering from tick-borne disease.
Also open to friends, family and anyone who wants to learn
more. 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the Mason Library, 231 Main St.,
Great Barrington. Contact berkshirelyme@yahoo.com.
May 21: Armed Forces Day ceremony presented by UNICO of
Pittsfield and the Pittsfield Council of Aging at the ITAM Lodge,
93 Waubeek Rd. in Pittsfield. Ceremony begins at 11:30 a.m.,
followed by a spaghetti and meatball buffet until 3 p.m. Free
for all veterans and surviving spouses. Donations will support
the Veterans’ Food Pantry. For information, call Jim Clark,
director of veterans’ services, at 413-499-9433.
May 22: Music Matters, free music seminar discussing why
learning to play a musical instrument is important to a child’s
growth and development, and guiding adults on how to assist
their children (and themselves) to learn to play an instrument.
Presented by Berkshire Community College from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. at its South County Center, 43 Main St., in Great Barrington.
For information, call 413- 528-4521.
May 23: “Petit Dejeuner” breakfast meeting held by the Lee
Chamber of Commerce, 8 a.m. at Chez Nous Bistro, 150 Main
St. $5 for Lee Chamber members, $8 for non-members. RSVP
at 413 243-1705 or director@leechamber.org.
May 24: Spark! creative economy networking event presented
by 1Berkshire, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Barrington Stage Company’s
newly renovated Wolfson Center at 122 North St. in downtown
Pittsfield. Includes a performance of BSC’s production of Kunstler, a play focused on the life of William Kunstler, a renowned,
outspoken lawyer who was at the center and leading the civil
rights movements of the last century. For information or reservations, contact Danielle Thomas at 413-499-1600.
May 25: Four Freedoms Forum presented by Norman Rockwell
Museum, with a look at freedom of the press in today’s journalism. 5:30 p.m. at the museum. Free and open to the public.
May 25: Meet the Artists event from noon to 2 p.m. at Tunnel
City Coffee, 100 Spring St., Williamstown, featuring some of the
roughly two dozen disabled artists associated with Community
Access to the Arts whose work is on display in the cafe through
June 29. Free and open to the public.
May 25: BerkBiz Meetup for Women (formerly known as
the Berkshire County Meetup for Business Women), featuring
storyteller, author, entrepreneur and business coach Amber
Chand, who will perform a vignette about the rise and fall of her
multi-million-dollar company from her acclaimed one-woman
show searching for the Moon. Followed by professionally facilitated networking led by executive coach Cathy Crosky and
creative strategist Nicole Antil, with an opportunity to engage in
meaningful conversation and make new connections. 5 to 7 p.m.
at Six Depot in West Stockbridge. $10 fee collected at the door
(cash only; tax receipt provided on request). For information,
contact Nicole Antil at nantil@nicoleantil.com.
May 26: Opening Reception for PlayDate: Playhouses in the
Garden, Berkshire Botanical Garden’s summer exhibition in
which 10 designers and builders have interpreted playhouse
structures, from a medieval fortress-style house to an outdoor
transparent “play room” to an English-style timber framed
cottage. 5-7 p.m. at the Garden, 5 West Stockbridge Rd.,
Stockbridge. PlayDate will remain on display through Sept.
24. The exhibition is free with Garden admission.
May 27, 28: Berkshire Pulse 12th Annual Performance Celebration and Fundraiser, 3 p.m. both days at the Daniel Arts
Center of Bard College at Simon’s Rock in Great Barrington.
Tickets available at the Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center box
office, online at www.mahaiwe.org or by phone at 413-528-0100.
$25 for adults and $15 for youth ages 14-18. Proceeds benefit
Pulse’s Tuition Assistance Fund designed to make dance accessible
to all. For information, visit www.berkshirepulse.org.

the month in business
May 28: Reception and concert to mark the season’s opening
of the Bidwell House Museum in Monterey. Featuring singersongwriter and Pittsfield native Diane Taraz, who will perform
a selection of her own songs and others from the folk tradition
of early America. 3 p.m. with suggested donation of $15 (free
for members of the museum). Tours at the museum will begin
on May 29 at 11 a.m. For information, call 413-528-6888 or
go to www.bidwellhousemuseum.org.

May 30: Entrepreneurial Meetup, free event presented by
1Berkshire that gathers entrepreneurs together to network,
learn, and engage. 8 to 10 a.m. at Dottie’s Coffee Lounge,
444 North St., Pittsfield. For information or RSVP, call David
Curtis at 413-499-1600.
June 1: “An Afternoon with Tom Ahern,” two-part workshop led
by the nationally known donor communications expert. Presented
by Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation for local nonprofit
staff members engaged in fund-raising. Held from 1 to 4 p.m.
at Jane Iredale Cosmetics, 50 Church St., Great Barrington, the
back-to-back workshops are: “The Big (little) Diff: Writing for
Online Readers,” a discussion of best practices in writing for web,
email and social media platforms; and “Writing a Powerful Case
for Support,” which will review effective fund-raising methods.
Tickets are $40 with light food and beverages provided. Register
at www.berkshiretaconic.org/Ahern.
June 1: Great Barrington Green Drinks, informal gathering
of people interested in conservation and environmental issues
on first Thursday of each month. 5:30 p.m. at the Prairie Whale,
178 Main St. For more information, contact Natalie Narotzky
at nnarotzky@gmail.com.
June 3: Opening celebration at the Clark Art Institute marking
the opening of two major exhibitions: Picasso: Encounters and
Orchestrating Elegance: Alma-Tadema and Design. 7 p.m. on
the lower level of the Clark Center, with an after-party at 8:30.
Tickets are $125 ($100 Clark members) and include admission
to the exhibitions, drinks, delicacies inspired by the Gilded
Age, live jazz with the Aaron Dean Trio, and admission to the
after-party. Tickets to the after-party only are $10 and include
dancing with DJ Intell Hayesfield, with a cash bar. To reserve
tickets, visit clarkart.edu or call 413-458-0524.
June 3: The Cancer Center Community Crusaders Day of
Celebration and National Cancer Survivors Day, combined
event hosted by Southwestern Vermont Medical Center from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the SVMC campus in Bennington. Opening
ceremony at 10 a.m., with cupcake tasting, raffles, music, and
kids’ activities throughout the day. For information on how to
participate or volunteer, call Carson Thurber at 802-447-5488
or email carson.thurber@svhealthcare.org.
June 3: 3rd annual Dance!!! For Dogs and Cats, all-night
dance party to benefit Berkshire Humane Society, 8 p.m. at
Berkshire Hills Country Club in Pittsfield. Tickets are $10 and
can be purchased at Berkshire Humane Society (214 Barker
Rd., Pittsfield) and Bark-N-Cat Pet Supplies and Gifts (28
Holden St., North Adams), or by calling 413-652-1554. Also
available at the door.
June 3: Wheels of Fortune: The Story of Stockbridge Mills,
cemetery walk presented by the Stockbridge Library, Museum
& Archives, exploring the town’s earlier era a thriving industrial community. Hour-long walk starts at 4 p.m. at cemetery
gate on Main Street (Route 102, Stockbridge). $5 donation is
suggested. For information, contact the Stockbridge Library at
413-298-5501 or ksmarshall03@gmail.com.
June 10: Pre-Festival Community Day at Jacob’s Pillow
Dance Festival, featuring free, family-friendly events including performances by Berkshire area companies and studios,
dance classes in varying styles, children’s activities, historic
tours, and more. Noon to 3 p.m. For more information, visit
jacobspillow.org.
June 10: Lyme Disease and Chronic Stress: Its Impact and
How to Cope, workshop about the effects of prolonged stress
on chronic illness and ways to manage and cope with stress,
led by Heather Juby of Wellness Underground.1:30 p.m. at
the Berkshire Athenaeum, 1 Wendell Ave., Pittsfield. Contact
berkshirelyme@yahoo.com.

June 20: Pittsfield Green Drinks,
informal gathering of people
interested in conservation and
environmental issues on third
Tuesday of each month. 5:15 p.m. at J. Allen’s Clubhouse
Grille. Sponsored by the Berkshire Environmental Action Team
(BEAT). For more information and meeting location, contact
Jane Winn at jane@thebeatnews.org or 413-230-7321.

Their job was
not to do it ,
but to be it.

June 20: Educational workshop for nonprofits, “Your Donor
Management System – Does it Work for You or Do You Work
for It?” Led by Amy Chin, a consultant specializing in providing
support for nonprofit donor managements systems, the workshop
will cover common issues with donor management systems, querying and reporting, types of systems, comparison of databases,
building customer relations and best practices. Presented by
the Nonprofit Center of the Berkshires from 10 a.m. to noon at
Berkshire Community College South County Center, 343 Main St.,
Great Barrington. $25 for NPC members, $35 for nonmembers.
To register, visit www.npcberkshires.org/event/.
June 23: Movers + Shakers celebration, with all proceeds to
benefit Berkshire United Way’s early literacy efforts across
the county. Held at Hancock Shaker Village from 7 to 11 p.m.,
featuring a dance party led by DJ BFG, light hors d’oeuvres
and cash bar. Tickets $50 per person. Sponsorship opportunities available. For information, visit berkshireunitedway.org or
contact Jennifer Kerwood at 413-442-6948.
June 24: 2nd Annual Walk for Independence, fund-raising
event for BFAIR, along a portion of the Ashuwillticook Rail
Trail starting and finishing at the Adams Visitors Center. Registration $25 adults, $12.50 children 10 and younger, includes
a picnic lunch and ball cap giveaway. Interested walkers can
register online at http://thedriven.net/BFAIRWalk, by calling
413-664-9382 ext. 40, emailing info@bfair.org, or www.bfair.
org. In addition to registering, walkers may seek individual
sponsors by asking family and friends to support their walk.
Donations are accepted at http://thedriven.net/BFAIRWalk or
donation envelopes can be provided for walkers. Corporate
sponsorships available. Interested businesses should contact
Jennifer Civello at jcivello@bfair.org.◆

Thoughtful Design.
Experienced Choices.
Beautiful Results.
After a lifetime of caring about the landscapes here in
the Berkshires, we’ve gained the experience to do it all.
Expert Design, Construction and Maintenance

Energetic Landscaping, Inc.
“The Full Service Professionals”
Serving the Berkshires Since 1979

413-442-4873

June 15: 3rd Thursdays monthly outdoor event in downtown
Pittsfield with music, performance, food and community activities
from 5 to 8 p.m. Organized by the city’s Office of Cultural Development. For information, visit discoverpittsfield.com/3rdthursdays,
email slemme@pittsfieldch.com or call 413-499-9348.
June 17: Second Annual Berkshire Mountains Faerie Festival,
a day of storytelling, music, dance, artisans, creative activities and
tasty treats, as well as a family-oriented experience celebrating
creativity, learning, and stewardship of the Earth. Presented by
the Adams Arts Advisory Board with proceeds going to public
art and art promotion within our region. 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. at
Bowe Field (site of the Adams Agricultural Fair) off Route 8
in Adams. Admission $6, under 12 free. Information at www.
berkshiremountainsfaeriefestival.com.

www.energeticlandscaping.com

OKAY,
NOW WHAT?
Brian P. Astorino, CRPC

®

LPL Financial Advisor
(413) 236-4837
660 Merrill Road • Pittsfield, MA 01201

Michael A. Fazio, CFP

®

Have recent market events left you uncertain about
your financial future? Investing shouldn’t be fraught
with confusion; We can help clear things up. We will
address your short- and long-term strategies, help you
select the most appropriate investment vehicles for your
needs and help guide you toward financial well-being.
Call today for more information or to schedule
a consultation.

Senior Vice President
LPL Financial Advisor
(413) 236-4835
150 West Street • Pittsfield, MA 01201
Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment
Advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC. Insurance products offered through LPL Financial or its
licensed affiliates.

Not NCUA Insured Not Credit Union Guaranteed May Lose Value
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413-447-7300 • 413-822-4742
www.BarbHassanRealty.com
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5-acre commercial site
Route 7 – Lanesboro

Five buildings ranging from 500 to 6,000 sq.
ft. offered at $899,900. See MLS 214374 at
barbhassanrealty.com for more details.(4068B)

1.59-acre commercial site
$299,900

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION! Office building
and 45 parking spaces with great visibility on Route
7 in Lanesboro. Built in 2003 with 2800 sq. ft., two
accessible bathrooms, two gas fireplaces, central
A/C. Move your business here! (4081B)

Barb Davis-Hassan,ccim
Broker/Owner

“Use a Certified Commercial Investment Member
for all of your real estate needs.”

Over $120
Million in
Commercial
& Residential
Sales over a
29 Year Career

2016 President

Update

Berkshire Community College (BCC) is
accepting applications through May 30 for its
2017 High School Summer STEM Academy for
students entering the 11th or 12th grade next school
year. The program will take place July 10-14 from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at BCC’s main campus in Pittsfield.
Participants will have the opportunity to work
with BCC faculty on research and development
projects and activities. In addition, participants
will get to “Meet the Professionals,” a program
that allows students an opportunity to hear from
industry personnel about their careers. Current
BCC STEM Starter Academy students will assist
faculty. The program, which will be selective, will
be limited to 16 participants. The cost is $200.
Scholarships are available. To register, visit www.
berkshirecc.edu/summerstem. For more details or
questions, contact Constance West, coordinator
of the STEM Starter Academy, at 413-236-4740
or cwest@berkshirecc.edu.

Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival and the Clark
Art Institute will partner to host a special sitespecific presentation of Trisha Brown: In Plain
Site by the Trisha Brown Dance Company on
Aug. 13. The performance is planned to incorporate selected sites on the Clark’s campus in
Williamstown and invites the audience to follow
the dancers as they move among locations. The
company will stage two performances at the Clark
at 1 and 4 p.m. Tickets are free, but reservations
will be required. Ticketing will begin on June 1
on the Clark’s website at clarkart.edu.
Lenox has been named the Best Northeastern
Small Town in USA Today’s annual 10Best Readers’ Choice travel award contest. The Berkshire
community had earlier been selected as a contender
for the Best Northeastern Small Town designation,
along with 19 other nominees, with the winner
determined by public voting over a four-week
period. In the final round of voting Lenox beat
out New Hope, Penn., which finished second, and
other popular travel towns like Cape May, N.J.,
Rockport, Mass., Bar Harbor, Maine, and Block
Island, R.I., among others. According to Lenox
Chamber of Commerce Director Kameron Spaulding, winning the contest is another way that the
town can continue to promote itself. “We all knew
that Lenox is a special place and the best small
town, but to hear a national outlet like USA Today
and their many readers agree is a great feeling and
a big win for us,” Spaulding said. “This award,
combined with the recent acknowledgement by
Expedia, who named Lenox one of the top 26
luxury travel destinations in the world, is a great
example of just how many people love Lenox.”
By winning the contest, Lenox will be promoted
across USA Today Travel Media Group’s digital
and mobile products, as well as via social media.

ICC MC73444
US DOT 058227

Specialists in residential moving & warehousing.

Locally & worldwide.
Proudly serving The Berkshires for over 90 years.
Quality service • Competitive Rates
A Family Owned & Operated Business Since 1923

or Toll Free

413•499•4982 1•800•225•8068
visit our website at www.castinemovers.com

A high bid of $1.1 million took the Crowne
Plaza hotel in downtown Pittsfield at an April
26 foreclosure auction. That bid, submitted by
Anil Sachdov, was almost $3 million lower than
the winning bid in an initial auction in February
for the troubled property. A second auction was
necessitated when the winning bidder, Ladder
Capital Finance LLC of New York City, pulled
out of the deal. Sachdov, who owns hotels in New
York and Vermont, had also participated in the
February auction. According to news reports, he
plans to seek an affiliation with Radisson Hotels
for the 14-story hotel complex, which is in need
of significant repair of its 325-car parking garage,
among other upgrades.
The Small Business Administration (SBA)
has named Pittsfield-based Yummy Treasures
the 2017 Massachusetts SBA Microenterprise
of the Year for Massachusetts. Yummy Treasures
earned the recognition for its success as the
number-one seller in the United States on Etsy.
com, a global online marketplace of handmade,
vintage and creative goods. The company is also
the third-ranked seller in the world on Etsy.com,
exporting unique crafts and jewelry supplies
around the world. Started in 2008 from a bead
and craft collector’s passion for hunting down
unique finds, Yummy Treasures has grown from
a home-based business to one that has its online
operations, retail store and community-based
workshop space at 10 Commercial St. in Pittsfield
(February 2016 BT&C). The business is operated
by Beth and Greg Carpenter, and their son Zac.
The Microenterprise of the Year award is presented
annually to a growing business that has used
assistance through SBA loan programs, or has
been a client of one of SBA’s technical service
providers. Nominees for the award also have at
least a three-year track record and five or fewer
employees. Yummy Treasures was nominated by
Keith Girouard, regional director for Berkshire
Regional Office, Massachusetts Small Business
Development Center.
The Department of History, Political Science
and Public Policy at Massachusetts College of
Liberal Arts (MCLA) recently added a new
public history minor, which prepares students
for a variety of professions, including those in
public history and historic preservation, as well
as positions at museums, archives, libraries,
and local, state and federal historic sites. A joint
venture with MCLA’s arts management program,
the public history minor provides students with
opportunities to combine expertise in history with
applied learning in areas such as fund-raising,
marketing and museum studies. “We looked
at the offerings from the history program, the
arts management program, and the wealth of
institutions in the Berkshires that could serve as
internship sites, and decided to go ahead with a
mixture of required and elective offerings from
the two programs,” said Anthony Daly, associate professor of history. In addition to courses
offered through the arts management program,
requirements include a new course in historical
methods and theory, which incorporates elements
of digital history in addition to traditional skills in
research, and understanding how historians work
to understand and interpret the past. The program
also includes a required internship to combine
academic knowledge within the field practice. For
more information, go to www.mcla.edu.
Downtown Pittsfield Inc. (DPI) has announced
that Berkshire Health Systems (BHS) is the
2017 recipient of its annual President’s Award
for its contribution to the growth of downtown
Pittsfield. This award and others were presented
at DPI’s annual meeting on May 18. “We are very
fortunate to have in our downtown a five-star
hospital system that serves all elements of our
community and then makes the extra effort to support downtown development in multiple ways,”
said Jesse Cook-Dubin, board president of DPI.
“In addition, BHS is a trailblazer in workplace
wellness and healthy living. One of the strongest
selling points of Pittsfield and the rest of the
Berkshires is that we are an active community,
with endless options for outdoor recreation in
particular. I am excited to give the President’s
Award to an institution that has made substantial
investments in the downtown and the wellbeing
of the people who live here.”

The Nonprofit Center of the Berkshires is
launching Connections, a new magazine for the
nonprofit sector. The publication will have an
initial circulation of 1,000 copies available for
purchase in local bookstores, select retail outlets,
and online via the NPC website, as well as through
subscriptions. “There is no printed publication
that I know of just for nonprofits,” said NPC
founder Liana Toscanini. “Given that Berkshire
nonprofits support directly and indirectly over
24,000 full- and part-time jobs, generating $2.2
billion in economic impact annually, there is no
question that this vibrant group should have its
own vehicle to share information and connect,
not only with each other, but with the community
that supports and benefits from them.” Launching
in July 2017, Connections will include nonprofit
profiles, feature articles on popular topics, regular
columns from local legislators and nonprofit leaders, photographs of nonprofit missions in action,
and practical information. The magazine will be
supported largely by advertising. Freelance writer
Hannah Barrett will serve as the magazine’s editor and main contributing writer. Mary Vasquez
Slack will cover advertising sales in central and
northern Berkshire County. For more information,
visit npcberkshires.org.
Berkshire Bank received a total of six awards
for community engagement and marketing of
leading edge products at the Financial Marketing
Awards in Newport, R.I., and the New England
Financial Marketing Awards in Burlington, both
held in March.The Financial Marketing Awards
program honors banks and credit unions for creative marketing and branding efforts, while the
Community Champion Award recognizes a bank
or credit union for the difference they make in the
community. Berkshire Bank received recognition
in the following categories: Community Champion
Award – Gold for Pittsfield Public Schools attendance billboard; Loan Award – Silver for home
equity campaign; and Deposit Award – Bronze for
Leap Year deposit campaign. The New England
Financial Marketing Association’s annual awards
program honors banks and credit unions in the
six-state region for creative marketing, branding
and community efforts. Berkshire Bank received
recognition in the following categories: Overall
Community Service – 2nd Place for Xtraordinary
Day campaign; In-Branch Design – 2nd Place for
Mid-Atlantic region branch design; and Customer
Service – 2nd Place for Game Plan point of sale.
WAM Theatre has donated $2,500 to Great
Barrington-based Flying Cloud Institute,
which will provide scholarships to 10 Berkshire
County public school students to attend FCI’s
Young Women in Science training program at
Bard College at Simon’s Rock and Berkshire
Community College this summer. The donation
represents part of the proceeds from WAM’s recent
remount of their 2013 production of Emilie: La
Marquise du Châtelet Defends Her Life Tonight by
Lauren Gunderson. In keeping with their double
philanthropic mission, WAM donates a portion
of the box office proceeds from their Main Stage
productions to agencies that benefit women and
girls locally, nationally or internationally.
The Berkshire Family YMCA will establish
a new childcare center at the location of the current Mountain Brook School at 6 Holmes Rd.
in Lenox, effective June 19. Susan Burt, owner
and administrator of Mountain Brook School for
the last year, has decided to pass the reigns to
the Berkshire Family YMCA. “Mountain Brook
School opened to provide high quality early childhood education in our community,” said Burt.
“As we close at the end of this school year, the
need for programs continues to grow and change.
I believe the Berkshire Family YMCA’s pursuit
of additional programing to meet those needs are
a positive thing for the children and families of
our community, and I wish them great success.”
The center is currently licensed for 15 preschool
children ages 2.9 years to pre-kindergarten. Laurie
Vanuni, the YMCA’s childcare director, said the
organization is looking to grow the center’s enrollment. “We believe there is an opportunity to serve
more children in the Lenox area, and we hope to
expand the center’s licensure to accommodate
children from 15 months to pre-kindergarten,
which would allow us to serve as many as 25
youth,” she said.

TO BEAT A HACKER, YOU NEED TO THINK LIKE ONE.
WHAT: Certified Ethical Hacker Training
WHEN: June 12-16, 8 AM to 4 PM
WHERE: Hilton Garden Inn, 1032 South St., Pittsfield

TO SIGN UP, OR FOR MORE DETAILS, CALL QUEST CONNECT TODAY!

413.442.9500
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news & notes from the region
The nomination process is now open for
1Berkshire’s 7th annual Berkshire Trendsetter
Awards, which celebrate organizations and individuals whose achievement, innovation, and/
or commitment has strengthened the regional
economy and helped the Berkshires grow. Top
finalists will be honored and final winners announced at 1Berkshire’s annual event, Celebrate
the Berkshires, on Sept. 14 at newly opened
Bloom Meadows in Hancock. The categories
to be awarded include Comprehensive Marketing Campaign, Creative Economy Standout,
Entrepreneur/Visionary of the Year, Growing/
Advancing the Berkshire Economy, Newcomer
of the Year, Nonprofit Impact, and Under 40
Change-Maker. “These awards are all about good
news in the Berkshires and bring attention to some
of the most vibrant things happening here,” said
Jonathan Butler, CEO of 1Berkshire. “We have
no shortage of exemplary work being done in
this region, and these awards honor those effecting positive change here in the Berkshires and
beyond.” The organization encourages everyone
to nominate deserving businesses and individuals for one of these awards or to self-nominate
themselves or their business by completing the
online form at http://1berkshire.com/calendar/
celebrate-the-berkshires/trendsetter-awards/.
Deadline for nominations is June 30. Finalists will
be notified in mid-July, and asked to provide additional information for the selection process.
BOLA granola, a handmade granola from the
Berkshires, reached a milestone recently when the
company celebrated 10 years in business. Michele
Miller, the founder of BOLA granola, grew up in
the Berkshires and built a successful career as a
provider of good food. A pioneer in the local food
movement since the 1970s, she opened the first
European-style bakery in Lenox, founded the
Old Inn on the Green in New Marlborough, and
as the chef-owner of the Boiler Room Cafe from
1987 to 1997, was at the forefront of the renewed
interest in eating well. After a short respite from
the food business, Miller became aware that there
was an opportunity to bring the satisfying and
healthy granola that she had been offering friends
and family for decades to the commercial market.
BOLA granola now has a dedicated facility and
full baking team, yet each small batch continues
to be made and packed by hand, as it was in the
beginning. The products are available in hundreds of
independent groceries, co-ops and specialty stores
throughout the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic and in
select stores in California and Florida. In addition,
BOLA granola is carried at all the Whole Foods
locations in two regions and each of the Massachusetts Wegmans stores. BOLA granola ships directly
to customers nationwide and internationally who
order through www.bolagranola.com.
Berkshire Humane Society’s 2nd annual PAWS
Read-A-Thon raised over $8,000 to support shelter
animals. Designed to encourage reading while
showing children that they can make a difference,
the event challenged elementary students to read for
as many minutes as they could during the month
of March, the national month of reading. Minutes
could be sponsored by family and friends with
monetary donations. Participating schools included
Allendale Elementary, Lanesborough Elementary,
Richmond Consolidated, Williams Elementary,
Stearns, and Lee Elementary. Top readers were: Will
Kellogg (Lanesboro Elementary, Pre-K); Kayley
Krzynowek (Allendale, kindergarten); Meghan
Toomey (Stearns, 1st grade); Aurora Lenehan
(Richmond, 2nd grade), Elyse Thomson (Lee Elementary, 3rd grade); Joyce Makdisi (Williams, 4th
grade); Addison DiGrigoli (Williams, 5th grade);
Lily Jayko (Lanesboro Elementary, 6th grade);
Nyla Mielke (Richmond, 8th grade).

Berkshire South Regional Community
Center raised over $13,000 at its 7th annual
Swim-a-thon fundraiser at the center’s Norris
Aquatic Center pool. The funds raised will be used
to support the adaptive needs programming and
equipment at the center. This year, the fundraiser
had an official ambassador, Dylan Kubis. Kubis,
a multi-year participant and a member of the
adaptive needs community, was able to swim 100
lengths of the pool and alone raised $825. Donations are still being accepted for the fundraiser at
berkshiresouth.org/swim-a-thon/.
Berkshire Bank has announced that they have
exceeded the first of their sustainability objectives through a corporate initiative to become a
more environmentally sustainable company. The
company, which committed to reducing paper
consumption by 10 percent by 2018, surpassed
that mark with a 15-percent reduction of usage a
year earlier than projected. The initiative, known
as AMEB Green, is focused on results that will
impact Berkshire Bank’s social, environmental
and financial performance by engaging employees and customers in environmentally conscious
behaviors. The bank has completed more than 30
green initiatives since the launch of the effort in
2015, including the standardization of doublesided printing and the elimination of disposable
paper products in offices, among others. The
AMEB Green initiative was originally spurred
by employee suggestions and was developed
by a cross-functional committee that looked at
policies, products, operations and behaviors to
identify goals and key steps to become a more
environmentally sustainable company. Additional
information about the company’s sustainability
commitment, including ways customers can leverage bank products and services to become more
environmentally conscious, can be found at www.
berkshirebank.com/sustainability
Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation
has announced the recipients of its first round of
grantmaking for 2017. The foundation distributed
nearly $380,000 in grants to individuals, school
communities and nonprofits in the four-county
region it serves, and over $2.7 million in grants
from donors with charitable funds at the foundation. In Berkshire County, the foundation awarded
grants from the Alice & Richard Henriquez Memorial Fund/Youth World Awareness Program,
Artist’s Resource Trust Fund, Crane Family Fund,
Lanesborough Initiative for Excellence, Lenox
Education Enrichment Foundation, Richmond
Educational Enrichment Fund, and Sustaining
Educational Excellence Fund. A full list of regional grants and recipients can be found at www.
berkshiretaconic.org/springgrants.

Norman Rockwell Museum has received a
$15,000 contribution from Chubb Insurance that
represented the returned claims payment resulting
from the discovery and return of a stolen Norman
Rockwell painting. The painting, Boy asleep
with hoe, had been stolen from a family home
in New Jersey in 1976. It was one of Rockwell’s
earliest saturday evening Post cover paintings,
completed in 1919. At the time of the theft, the
family submitted a claim to Chubb; following a
claim payment, Chubb acquired the painting’s title.
The theft remained unsolved for four decades. But
with renewed efforts by the family and the FBI
Art Crime Division in Philadelphia, the painting
was finally found. During their search, the FBI
had contacted Norman Rockwell Museum, and
museum curators provided key background and
other information about the painting to assist
FBI agents in their recovery efforts. The family returned their claim payment to Chubb in
exchange for the Rockwell painting, and Chubb
then donated the entire claim repayment amount
to the Norman Rockwell Museum. “We are deeply
appreciative of this wonderful gesture by Chubb
to donate the claims payment to our museum,”
said Norman Rockwell Museum Director and
CEO Laurie Norton Moffatt. “We also are grateful
to the FBI for their steadfast efforts to find the
painting, and are delighted that they reached out
to us for help.”

PITTSFIELD
MILL BUILDING
OFFICE SPACE

Newly renovated, great light,
height, brick, maple floors. The
2,400 sq. ft. and 1,100 sq. ft.
spaces can be combined. Will
build out to suit if desired.
A well-maintained property owned
and operated by the Nash family for over
60 years. We keep our tenants happy!

Contact: Lisa Noyes at ALNASCO
413 448 8287 • Lisa@ALNASCO.NET

WWW.ALNASCO.NET

hOusatOnic schOOl
reQuest fOr prOpOsals
The Town of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, through its Town Manager, seeks
proposals for the Disposition of Real Property known as Housatonic School located
at 207 Pleasant Street, (Housatonic) Great Barrington, Massachusetts.
A document setting forth specifications for proposals may be obtained in person
or by written request from the oﬃce of the Town Manager, Town Hall, 334 Main
Street, Great Barrington, Massachusetts, 01230, or emailing apulver@townofgb.org
Monday thru Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Completed sealed proposals must be received at the Town Manager’s
Oﬃce on or before Friday, June 30, 2017 by 2:00 p.m. at which time they will
be publicly opened.
The Town of Great Barrington reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to cancel
this request for proposal at any time, if it is in the best interest of the Town to do so.
The Town also reserves the right to waive any informality in the bidding and make
an award deemed to be in the best interest of the Town of Great Barrington.
Town of Great Barrington
Jennifer Tabakin
Town Manager

Master of Business Administration

…because home is where the heart is!
WE OFFER:
Personal Care
Live In Service – Up to and
Including 24 Hour Care
◆ Medication Reminding
◆ Homemaking
◆ Companionship
◆ Shopping and Errands
◆ Door to Door Services for
Appointments & Procedures
◆
◆

Call us to set up an appointment
for a complimentary assessment!

413-464-7524

137 North Street • Suite 202
Pittsfield, MA 01201
www.mtviewhomecare.com

Accelerated. Accessible. Affordable.
APPLY NOW! 413 662 5410 MCLA.EDU/MBA

MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
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Berkshire Theatre Group is the recipient of a
$3,500 grant from the Charles H. Hall Foundation
to support BTG PLAYS! Year-Round Education
Program. “We are truly dependent upon support
from such generous donors,” said Kate Maguire,
BTG’s artistic director and CEO. “It is vital to
our local, regional, and national society that arts
education be implemented in as many organizations as possible.”
The Lauzon Glass Study Gallery, a new gallery
devoted to the Clark Art Institute’s collection of
early American glass, opened opens to the public
on May 14. Located in the Manton Research
Center, the gallery houses some 250 objects,
many of them from the Albert and June Lauzon
Collection of Early American Blown Glass. It
features displays that tell the story of the glass
industry in early America, and shows how novel
forms and patterns of decoration were created as
American glass factories developed. Many forms
and colors of glass are included in the collection,
which features decanters, figured flasks, lighting
implements, and objects for the table such as drinking glasses and salt cellars. A small selection of
late 19th-century art glass and early-20th-century
cut glass complements the earlier material. Text
and object labels explain how glass was made
and used in early America. The installation of
the Lauzon Glass Study Gallery is supported by
a grant from The Henry Luce Foundation.

news & notes from the region
Berkshire United Way has announced
plans for the 2017 Day of Caring, a countywide
initiative that demonstrates how people who
come together to achieve a common goal can
accomplish great things in their community. This
year the organization has made a commitment
to distribute nearly 1,200 Literacy Backpack
Kits to incoming kindergartners throughout the
county. Funded in part by Berkshire Bank, and
to be assembled by Berkshire Bank employees as
part of their annual Xtraordinary Day of Service
on June 7, the literacy kits will be distributed at
several literacy parties throughout the county on
June 21. Literacy development begins as early
as birth, with parents and caregivers playing
a crucial role in building literacy skills. The
literacy kits will provide parents with the tools
needed to help build these skills and start their
children on the path to school success. “Our Day
of Caring is an exciting opportunity to bring the
county together, all of us working to make sure
our children are on a path to school success,”
said Karen Vogel, director of community impact
with Berkshire United Way. “Starting in February, we connected with every school district
to distribute a ‘Passport to Kindergarten.’ The
passport provides a countdown of activities to
assist families of incoming kindergartners on
this important transition into school life. We
want our families to know the community is
here to support them, and we care about the
future of our children.” Several area businesses
are also participating in the Day of Caring by
giving a one-time gift to Berkshire United Way.
Community members are encouraged to support
these businesses, which will feature a “We Care”
Day of Caring 2017 decal on site.
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The City of Pittsfield’s Tyler Street District
has been awarded a $30,000 grant through MassDevelopment toward the Tyler Street Storefront
Improvement Enhancement Program. The City
Council also approved matching funds of $30,000
toward the program, which will help an estimated
four to five storefronts in the district. There is
an application process for businesses interested
in participating in the program. Businesses accepted into the pilot program will contribute a
20-percent minimum of the project’s total cost
or the remainder of the improvements, following allocations from both the MassDevelopment
grant and the City of Pittsfield’s matching funds.
In addition to MassDevelopment, the city’s Community Development Department will work in
concert with the Tyler Street Business Group on
the initiative. Bonnie Galant, acting community
development director, said the city’s inclusion
in this program is a crucial resource to continue
enhancing the Tyler Street district’s buildings
and storefronts. “Establishing this pilot program
will help to create both a positive change in the
neighborhood, as well as a more inviting presence for consumers,” Galant said. “As is the case
of housing improvements, many times it only
takes a few property owners taking the initiative
to improve their properties to create a domino
effect in a specific area.” For more information
on the storefront pilot program, contact Galant
at 413-499-9449.
Hotel on North has received a 2017 Paul &
Niki Tsongas Award for its preservation efforts in
downtown Pittsfield. Presented by Preservation
Massachusetts, the awards celebrate projects that
show the power of preservation while embodying
their true essence The hotel, created through a
thoughtful conversion of an 1880s-era department store, was honored in the Best Main Street
Project category. “Even though it’s been two
years since we first opened our doors, we are still
thrilled, moved and amazed by the outpouring of
support and accolades from our community and
peers,” said Laurie Tierney, co-owner of Hotel
on North. “All we wanted to do was make our
little corner of the world a little brighter and,
at the same time, benefit the city that we live
in.” Hotel on North has also been designated as
one of the “Top 10 New Hotels in America“ by
Architectural Digest. In addition, it was one of a
select group of hotels honored in the Outstanding Service Category of the 2017 TripAdvisor
Travelers’ Choice Awards for Hotels.
Central Berkshire Psychiatric Services, the
private outpatient practice of Dr. Jeffrey Doshier,
recently began offering state-of-the-art transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS) for the treatment of major depression. With his TMS Clinic,
Doshier has become the first practitioner in western
Massachusetts to provide this FDA-approved
treatment that offers hope when medications for
depression don’t work. According to Doshier,
the treatment modality is meant to complement
– not replace – a patient’s established care for
unipolar depression that includes therapy and
medications. “TMS is non-invasive, and has no
side-effects,” explained Doshier. “The treatment
involves a series of magnetic pulses that penetrate
into underlying brain tissue, causing a release of
chemicals, called neuro-transmitters, between the
nerve cells. By repeating this process thousands
of times, the parts of our brains linked to mood
begin to change the way they function and that
leads to improvement in symptoms.” Since the
TMS Clinic is not affiliated with any hospital or
other mental health agency, clients are referred for
treatment directly by their prescribing clinicians,
and treatment plans are tailored to the specific
needs the individual. TMS treatment is covered
by most insurance plans, if medically indicated.
For more information, contact the TMS Clinic
at 413-464-7750.

The Williamstown Theatre Festival has announced that its popular “Fridays@3” Reading
Series has a new home for the summer 2017
season. The program, which offers theater lovers
the opportunity to experience new work in development by the Williamstown Theatre Festival,
will be presented in the auditorium of the Clark
Art Institute. The “Fridays@3” Reading Series
will occur weekly from July 7 to Aug. 18 at 3
p.m. All performances are free; a $5 donation to
Williamstown Theatre Festival is encouraged.
Seating is limited and reservations are required.
To reserve, visit wtfestival.org.
Berkshire County Arc is holding a Winter
Clothing Drive through May 31, and is accepting gently used coats, scarves, hats and mittens,
as well as winter clothing items that have been
knitted or crocheted. Drop-off locations (all in
Pittsfield) are at Berkshire County Arc’s Community Apartments, 189 First St.; 288 Pecks Rd.;
and Berkshire County Arc’s Main Office, 395
South St. The agency will hold a second winter
clothing drive in the fall, with all donated items
to be distributed to various organizations in the
community. For questions or additional information, call 413-499-4241 ext. 255.
Berkshire Medical Center once again earned
an “A” in the latest report card from the Leapfrog
Group, a national nonprofit watchdog on hospital
quality and safety. BMC has achieved straight A’s
since the inception of the Leapfrog Hospital Safety
Grade in 2012, and is one of only 63 hospitals nationwide to attain this honor. “Straight ‘A’ hospitals
are a rare breed. Not only do they achieve the highest
national standards for safety, but they consistently
maintain that level of excellence,” said Leah Binder,
president and CEO of The Leapfrog Group. The
Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade uses 30 measures
of publicly available hospital safety data to assign
A, B, C, D and F grades to more than 2,600 U.S.
hospitals twice per year. It is calculated by patient
safety experts, peer-reviewed, fully transparent
and free to the public. To see BMC’s full grade,
and to access consumer-friendly tips for patients,
visit www.hospitalsafetygrade.org.
Tickets are now available for Berkshire Humane Society’s 5th annual Subaru Car Raffle.
This year, a 2018 Subaru Outback ($34,000 value)
from Haddad Subaru will go to the holder of the
winning ticket, selected in an Oct. 28 drawing.
Tickets are $40 each or three for $100, with proceeds
benefitting Berkshire Humane Society. “We are
excited to continue this partnership with Haddad
Subaru,” said John Perreault, executive director of
Berkshire Humane Society. “The raffle is a great
opportunity for someone in the community to win
a car that’s perfect for the Berkshires, and to support the animals of Berkshire County.” The raffle
is limited to 2,100 tickets. If a minimum of 1,000
tickets are not sold, the raffle will convert to a 50/50
drawing of the net proceeds. Tickets are available
at Berkshire Humane Society, Haddad Subaru, and
Bartlett’s Orchard, all in Pittsfield; Purradise and
Catwalk Boutique, Great Barrington; Chez Pet,
Lenox; and Bark n’ Cat, North Adams. For more
information, call 413-447-7878 ext. 131.
Greylock Federal Credit Union held its ninth
annual Community Shred Day on May 6 and shredded over seven tons of paper. With a suggested $1
donation per box from people looking to dispose of
personal documents, the effort also raised $1,184 in
donations for the Berkshire United Way. “With the
rise of identity theft as a growing problem, Shred
Day is Greylock’s way to help the community keep
important personal information out of the hands
of identity thieves,” said event coordinator Joanne
Billow. “A special thank you goes out to Pittsfield
Boy Scout Troop 8 as well as the Greylock and
Berkshire United Way employees that volunteered
to make the event a success.”u
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commentary

mayor’s ‘red carpet team’

Economic development a top priority for Pittsfield
By Linda M. Tyer
As mayor of Pittsfield, my vision for
the city reflects a place where businesses
thrive, strategic collaborations are nurtured, and where the business and creative
economies prosper simultaneously. It’s
a place where people want to live, work,
raise their families, and explore the many
amenities that we have to offer.
The driving force that propels this
cumulative vision is Pittsfield’s economic
development. As our city has evolved
over the years, major industries, too,
have changed, resulting in new areas for
potential opportunity and growth. Over the
past year in office, I realized that if we are
to be fully active and engaged participants
in Pittsfield’s economic future, then a strategic and collaborative plan was in order
with a clear focus: business prospects
thinking about either locating or expanding in the City of Pittsfield should encounter a streamlined and consistent process
that helps to facilitate their end goals.

Getting it right

Since taking office, I – along with
Mick Callahan, chair of Pittsfield Economic Development Authority (PEDA),
and Jay Anderson, chair of Pittsfield Economic Revitalization Corporation (PERC)
– have undertaken a thorough review of
each of our organizations, discussed our
separate strategies for how we support
business development, and sought ways
to sync up so that we’re delivering our
absolute best in the competitive arena of
economic development.
The city’s new economic development
strategy centers on removing silos and
strengthening collaborations, which I announced at a May 4 press conference at
City Hall. The plan encompasses the creation of the “red carpet team,” a specially
designated group comprised of local and
state business leaders; deepened engagement with state agencies; and staffing
additions including a newly created role,
and a new appointment to the Department
of Community Development.
Over this past year, I have instituted the
red carpet team approach to business development. As the name suggests, this is a
special process. When a business prospect
arrives in Pittsfield, they are greeted with a
roundtable of professionals from the city,
PEDA, PERC, MassDevelopment, and the
Massachusetts Office of Business Development (MOBD). In this forum businesses present their business plan to every
agency, and each agency is able to offer its
technical assistance and incentives. A full
menu of opportunities is presented, strategies are aligned, and a road map is created.
We have deployed the red carpet team for
several business prospects, and it has been
embraced by both the business leaders and
the members of the red carpet team.
One such example is that of Modern
Mold & Tool. When the new owners
of the company visited Pittsfield, they
met with this team for a comprehensive
discussion of the company’s on-site
expansion efforts. They were thoroughly
impressed with our attention to detail –
so much so that they indicated they had
never experienced this kind of reception before. It was thrilling to hear this
because this is exactly the response we
hoped to receive with the inception of
the red carpet team. I’m happy to share
that Modern Mold’s expansion plans

Pittsfield Mayor Linda
M. Tyer entered office
in January 2016 and is
the city’s first mayor
elected to a four-year
term.
are underway, and the company secured
$145,000 in investment tax credits toward
its $3 million expansion investment.
We tightened the process for developers and entrepreneurs seeking resources,
grants, and tax incentives through the city’s
Community Development Department and
PERC. Two examples of businesses that
have recently benefited from this process
include Shire City Herbals Inc. (commonly
referred to by its popular local product,
Fire Cider), and Red Apple Butchers.
Shire City Herbals is one of our city’s
rising-star businesses that has positioned
itself for tremendous growth. Since establishing in 2011, the company has experienced continuous growth, so when the city
learned that the company needed to expand
the physical footprint of the building, we
worked diligently to help them secure a
location that met their needs. Simultaneous
to this process, we identified all possible avenues of funding assistance. They
received a PERC/CDBG companion loan
and were also awarded $74,000 in EDIP
tax incentives to complement their capital
investment. We look forward to the opening
of this larger property, which will allow for
in-house product development and space
for additional staff. Shire City Herbals has
12 full-time employees and expects to add
another 10 jobs over the next five years.
Another business that we’ve been
pleased to work with is Red Apple Butchers. The company will soon call home a
storefront in the Crawford Square building on North Street. Over the past eight
months they’ve met with a team in Community Development to help navigate this
process. To date, the company has secured
$10,000 in technical assistance grants.
These examples are just three of many
that demonstrate why the City of Pittsfield
is deeply committed to this work. Prospective businesses also have access to insight
and guidance from MassDevelopment, as
the state agency will host special office
hours in City Hall. The sessions, which
kicked off May 10, will continue on July
12, Sept. 13 and Nov. 8. There is a potential that this schedule can increase depending on the community’s need.

Strategic additions

In addition to this very exciting work
that I am confident will produce excellent
results, I am pleased to welcome back
Deanna Ruffer to the role of Director of
Community Development. Her appointment was made official at the May 9 City
Council meeting.
Ruffer is a passionate believer in the
potential of our city. During her tenure,
she demonstrated a stellar record of accomplishments, extraordinary vision, and
finely-honed technical skills. She understands the culture of our city, knows every
inch of every neighborhood, can navigate
the business and housing landscape, and
has a deep familiarity with state agencies.
All anyone has to do is explore the
cultural venues along North Street, visit

Allendale Shopping Center
Retail & Commercial Space Available
sizes & options TO SUIT YOUR BUSINESS

Convenient Free Parking • Bus Stop at Entrance • Flexible Lease Terms
For Leasing Information Contact:

Glenn Langenback • Property Manager

Tel: 413-236-5957 • Cell: 413-464-4211 • GLangenback@verizon.net
Allendale Shopping Center • 5 Cheshire Road • Suite 60 • Pittsfield, MA 01201

the Pittsfield Common, or look at the
redevelopment of Rice’s Silk Mill to see
just a small fraction of her past Pittsfield
accomplishments.
As Community Development steams
ahead, the City of Pittsfield, PEDA, and
PERC intend to create a shared full-time
economic development position entitled
Business Development Manager. The individual filling this new position will be both
ambassador and technician in recruiting
and expanding business opportunities in
Pittsfield. In this way, Pittsfield’s three primary economic development agencies will
have aligned their strategies, combined
their resources, and evolved their commitment to business development.
Specifically, the Business Development
Manager will be the principal liaison to private and public entities relative to economic
development in Pittsfield; will function as
the first point of contact for requests from
businesses on city procedures, eligibility
for programs, incentives and services; will
have the pulse of Pittsfield’s commercial
real estate market; and will create and lead
a sales and marketing strategy.

We’re ready

I am excited to know that this comprehensive blueprint will help to propel the
next evolution of economic development
success in the City of Pittsfield. Our city
has no time to waste and neither do the
companies who are working so hard on
a start-up or an expansion. The strategic
collaborations and resources are here. So,
to the businesses that are contemplating
Pittsfield, I say, “Let’s talk, we are ready
for you.”
For more information, please call my
office at 413-499-9321.u
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BerkShares Young Entrepreneurs

Mentors & graduates of Entry to Entrepreneurship (E2E) assemble outside Dewey Hall, Sheffield

A

LAPATIN IS A YOUNG MAN from Pittsfield with a passion for art. He has autism, and his
work reflects his unique perception of the people, characters, wildlife, & natural beauty of the
enchanted hills of Berkshire County. After E2E, he plans to take college-level art courses, establish a store on Etsy, and build his network. Andrew is ready to accept special commissions and sell his
artwork. You can contact him through his Facebook page.
NDREW

Carla Hamida identified a big gap in Simon’s Rock campus life: a student café! College students like
to drink coffee, she says, but options for Rockers are currently very limited. She plans to fix that by
starting a kiosk that will serve java jive roasted by Barrington Coffee Roasting Co. – a company started
by an alum! Carla is working with college administrators to open the kiosk next year.
Charley Seckler wrote his business plan for “Beef on the Beat,” a delivery service that helps busy parents, elderly people, and second-home owners who are looking for a solution to the eternal question
“who’s going to go to the grocery store?” Charley was full of charm as he described the services he would
offer; the luxury package even saves you from unloading your groceries!
Anna Houston wants to see a local chicken in every pot. To spur on local poultry farmers to increase
the size of their flocks, she proposes a compact part-time poultry processing plant that can meet the
needs of local farmers to slaughter, air chill, and package their birds humanely, cleanly, and efficiently.
She is currently connecting with poultry producers and looking for a suitable location.
Michael Abdalla comes from a family of entrepreneurs and signed up for Entry to Entrepreneurship
because he plans to take the reins at his family’s ice cream parlor in Lee (Lucky’s) this summer. Inspired
by an environmental science class in high school, he focused on ways to make the establishment more
eco-friendly while also remaining profitable. Stop in this summer to see how he’s doing!
Keeley Farnam is working to put her training at the Institute for Integrative Nutrition to good use by
offering holistic health coaching to young women in the Berkshires who experience anxiety, depression,
and a feeling of being overwhelmed. Keeley’s own experiences have made her passionate about coaching
people through such feelings using nutrition, exercise, and support, rather than medications. Keeley is
ready to start building her client base.
Megan Smith is making landscaping cute with the help of her pet goats. Megan’s “goat-scaping” business unleashes her two goats on unruly brush and brambles -- a nuisance to homeowners and landscapers alike, but a tasty treat for goats. With so many environmentally conscious property owners in the
Berkshires, it’s a great alternative to chemical weed killers. Of equal importance is the solar-powered
electric fence that keeps the goats from wreaking havoc on your gardens.
Jeferson Vera believes that the way to experience different cultures is through the stomach. He plans to
offer Berkshire County residents this opportunity with Café Jeferson, a restaurant that features cuisines
from 15 different countries. Jeferson was inspired by a restaurant in his native Colombia and knows
how to cook many culturally appropriate dishes from his time as a cook there. Jeferson is currently
looking for a location as he builds out his menu.

more stories at www.berkshares.org
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Real
The following real estate
transactions are provided by
Banker & Tradesman real
estate data Publishing. only
properties valued at $75,000
or higher are included.

AdAmS
12 Allen St.
Buyer: Tracy Mcgrath
Seller: Ronald Michalski +
Price: $87,000
Mortgage: $65,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 3/3/17
130 Burlingame Hill
Buyer: Jess Dimitropolis
Seller: Patrick Mcgrath
Price: $217,500
Mortgage: $220,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 3/3/17
39 Crandall St.
Buyer: Christopher Lipa +
Seller: Damian Thompson +
Price: $125,000
Mortgage: $110,000

Berkshire Trade & CommerCe

estate
Lender: Damian Thompson
Date: 3/27/17
11 E Hoosac St.
Buyer: Zachary Brassard +
Seller: Greg Hughes +
Price: $107,000
Mortgage: $107,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 3/8/17
7-9 Mill St.
Buyer: FHLM
Seller: David White +
Price: $83,700
Date: 3/8/17
9 Mountain View Dr.
Buyer: John Moore +
Seller: Thomas Holzer +
Price: $220,000
Mortgage: $200,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 3/24/17
28 Summer St.
Buyer: Cassandra Deblois
Seller: Jeffrey Filiault
Price: $134,000
Mortgage: $120,466
Lender: Adams Community

85 CHURCH STREET • NORTH ADAMS, MA
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Date: 3/15/17
4 Walnut St.
Buyer: Charles Stokes +
Seller: Richard Labonte
Price: $129,900
Mortgage: $127,546
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/31/17
6 Woods Dr.
Buyer: Michaela Duval
Seller: Joshua Clairmont
Price: $185,100
Mortgage: $148,080
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 3/16/17

ALford
260 East Rd.
Buyer: Joanna Allen-Price +
Seller: Springbrook Homes
Price: $420,000
Mortgage: $390,775
Lender: USAA Fed SB
Date: 3/13/17
148 Green River Dr.
Buyer: Blake Raifstanger
Seller: Patricia Patterson T +
Price: $210,000
Mortgage: $168,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 3/24/17
191 Green River Rd.
Buyer: Wells Fargo Bank
Seller: Peter Watts +
Price: $349,000
Date: 3/13/17

becket
71 Chester Rd.
Buyer: Robert Scott +
Seller: Michael Murray +
Price: $185,000
Mortgage: $60,000
Lender: Michael Murray
Date: 3/3/17
304 High St.
Buyer: Randy Johnson +
Seller: Ronning Margaret Est +
Price: $485,000
Mortgage: $424,100
Lender: N Amer SB
Date: 3/6/17
693 King Richard Dr.
Buyer: Vincent Pastore
Seller: Thomas Kiriako
Price: $140,000
Date: 3/17/17

cheShire

389 Sand Mill Rd.
Buyer: Gregory Laperle
Seller: Steven Delmolino
Price: $192,400
Mortgage: $192,400
Lender: Quicken Loan
Date: 3/10/17

cLArkSbUrg
105 Middle Rd.
Buyer: Michael Sherman +
Seller: William Sherman +
Price: $90,000
Mortgage: $72,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 3/27/17
259 Wood Rd.
Buyer: Raymond Harvey
Seller: Warren Wood
Price: $230,000
Date: 3/31/17

32 Mahaiwe St.
Buyer: Topa Enterprises LLC
Seller: Peter Brewer +
Price: $242,600
Date: 3/1/17
32 Rosseter St.
Buyer: Neil Berger +
Seller: Carolyn KimballPacheco
Price: $150,444
Date: 3/3/17
274 State Rd.
Buyer: AJ Parker LLC
Seller: Ruby Realty LLC
Price: $250,000
Date: 3/2/17

hAncock

dALton

Corey Rd. Lot 266
Buyer: Julio Ojea-Quintana +
Seller: Mark Berman +
Price: $77,500
Date: 3/17/17

1095 South St.
Buyer: Brandon Hoag
Seller: Gregory Nowicki +
Price: $133,500
Mortgage: $113,475
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/15/17

3180 Hancock Rd.
Buyer: Michael Hickey +
Seller: Kathleen Monette
Price: $170,000
Mortgage: $220,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 3/23/17

egremont
Baldwin Hill Rd. (NS)
Buyer: Peter Rathjens +
Seller: Enzo Givigliano +
Price: $152,000
Date: 3/17/17
4 Egremont Hts.
Buyer: Michael Sharry
Seller: Choquette
Raymond Est +
Price: $195,000
Mortgage: $185,250
Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 3/22/17
30 Shun Toll Rd.
Buyer: Bryan Frank +
Seller: Anthony & S
LaBranche FT +
Price: $172,000
Date: 3/31/17

greAt
bArrington

1 Chestnut Ridge Rd.
Buyer: Robert French +
Seller: Todd Mack +
Price: $305,000
Date: 3/3/17

Mortgage Sale!

No Application Fee!

Madden Rd.
Buyer: Martin Hanson +
Seller: Jon Hogue
Price: $92,500
Date: 3/9/17
Thatcher House U:823
Buyer: John Torres +
Seller: Bruce Yarosh +
Price: $135,000
Mortgage: $65,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 3/10/17

hinSdALe
22 Linden Ln.
Buyer: Peter Berardino +
Seller: Daniel Kesner +
Price: $143,500
Date: 3/23/17

LAneSboro
14 Alice Ave.
Buyer: Lisa Jackson
Seller: Tricia Burr
Price: $183,000
Mortgage: $146,400
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 3/31/17
19 Stormview Rd.
Buyer: FNMA
Seller: Brian Filiault +
Price: $346,900
Date: 3/13/17
160 Summer St.
Buyer: Stephen Rotter +
Seller: Katherine Miller
Price: $179,900
Mortgage: $176,641
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/15/17

*

Lee

TRUSTCO
BANK
Your Home Town Bank
*No cash value. No Application Fee available for mortgage loans applied for before March 31, 2017.
The value of the application fee for loans $15,000 to $550,000 is $299.00 and loans $550,050 to
$1,250,000 is $349. Please Note: We reserve the right to alter or withdraw these products or certain
features thereof without prior notification. Trustco Bank NMLS Identifier 474376

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

24 Morgan St.
Buyer: Erika Mills +
Seller: White-Hebler SV Est +
Price: $379,000
Mortgage: $341,100
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 3/13/17
273 Old Stockbridge Rd.
Buyer: Neil Stein +
Seller: Lynch FT +
Price: $325,000
Mortgage: $175,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 3/3/17
24-A Starwood Dr.
Buyer: Charles Soha
Seller: Mary Hardiman LT +
Price: $118,000
Date: 3/1/17
34 Church St. U:2A
Buyer: Thomas Herbert +
Seller: Church Street
Lenox NT +
Price: $325,000
Date: 3/31/17
34 Church St. U:2B
Buyer: Thomas Herbert +
Seller: Church Street
Lenox NT +
Price: $325,000
Date: 3/31/17
18 Coldbrooke S U:C
Buyer: Daniel Bellenoit +
Seller: William Donoghue
3rd +
Price: $250,000
Mortgage: $250,000
Lender: Seller
Date: 3/28/17

monterey
90 Beartown Mountain Rd.
Buyer: Kevin Roche
Seller: Christopher Hansen
Price: $131,487
Mortgage: $150,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 3/6/17
11 Limerock Ln.
Buyer: Jan Feinman
Seller: Estella Bodnar
Price: $574,618
Date: 3/24/17
Sylvan Rd.
Buyer: Elizabeth Hoffman
Seller: Redlich Dorothy Est +
Price: $75,000
Date: 3/29/17

39 Pine Hill Ter.
Buyer: Nancy Barry
Seller: Ronald Lindskog +
Price: $100,000
Mortgage: $80,000
Lender: MountainOne
Date: 3/30/17

63-65 Walden St.
Buyer: Andrew Kallmes
Seller: Selkirk Warehouses Inc
Price: $200,000
Mortgage: $150,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 3/31/17

30 Belvidere Ave.
Buyer: Matthew Revord
Seller: Jacob Trudeau
Price: $126,000
Mortgage: $123,717
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/30/17

27 Watson St.
Buyer: Jeremy Zoito +
Seller: Michael Tanner
Price: $161,000
Mortgage: $100,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 3/17/17

44 Briggs Ave.
Buyer: Nationstar Reo Sub
1B LLC
Seller: Champion
Mortgage
Price: $100,000
Date: 3/31/17

57 Wells Ave.
Buyer: John Sawyer Jr +
Seller: Scott Levesque +
Price: $89,200
Mortgage: $90,101
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/29/17

23 Bushey Rd.
Buyer: James Yeaman
Seller: Alice Davis
Price: $144,000
Mortgage: $141,391
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/7/17

17 Wesleyan St.
Buyer: Quicken Loan
Seller: Kyle Demarscico
Price: $137,559
Date: 3/17/17

27 Cambridge Ave.
Buyer: Dylan Hicks +
Seller: Cristina Gonzaelz
Price: $225,000
Mortgage: $218,250
Lender: USAA Fed SB
Date: 3/8/17

otiS

102 Liberty St.
Buyer: Adam Oneil +
Seller: Remilard FT +
Price: $150,000
Mortgage: $145,000
Lender: MountainOne
Date: 3/16/17
1033 Massachusetts Ave.
Buyer: Nicole Fachini +

PerU
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350 Dalton Ave.
Buyer: Dennis Lacasse +
Seller: Ramona Pedercini +
Price: $157,500
Mortgage: $154,646
Lender: Evolve B&T
Date: 3/31/17
14 Danforth Ave.
Buyer: Johanna Carrillo
Seller: Greylock FCU
Price: $90,000
Mortgage: $88,369
Lender: Merrimack Mtg
Date: 3/7/17

190 1st St.
Buyer: Scalise Contracting
Eng
Seller: Philip Scalise +
Price: $85,000
Date: 3/15/17
320 1st St.
Buyer: Bank of New York
Mellon
Seller: Richard Midwood +
Price: $78,500
Date: 3/28/17
224 4th St.
Buyer: US Bank NA Tr
Seller: James Aldam +
Price: $104,000
Date: 3/31/17
71 Adelaide Ave.
Buyer: Wells Fargo Bank
Seller: Joseph Jennings +
Price: $145,140
Date: 3/6/17
68 Alden Ave.

6,,78/2(8,7;6,+/8(6+7**,58,+
 

68 Commonwealth Ave.
Buyer: Gerard Mcentee
Seller: Karen Irland-Shields
Price: $140,000
Date: 3/6/17

190 1st St
Buyer: Cavalier Holdings
Seller: Scalise Contracting
Eng
Price: $100,000
Date: 3/31/7

"$ !!"##! !
!"! '

370 Cloverdale St.
Buyer: Deutsche Bk Natl T
Seller: James Grant Sr +
Price: $100,000
Date: 3/15/17

Bashan Hill Rd.
Buyer: Richard Zafft +
Seller: Paul Fowler
Price: $76,000
Date: 3/31/17

:::),607./6,-,3*,*42
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67 Chickering St.
Buyer: John Spence +
Seller: Aaron Keser
Price: $146,500
Mortgage: $149,649
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/10/17

623 Pine Rd.
Buyer: Steven Pulaski +
Seller: Philip Pulaski +
Price: $100,000
Date: 3/6/17

40-42 Hall St.
Buyer: Moshe Holender +
Seller: Wi Fi Properties LLC
Price: $160,000
Mortgage: $120,000
Lender: Santander Bk
Date: 3/31/17

2 Teal Rd.
Buyer: Brian Goldstein +
Seller: Ronni Beer
Price: $635,000
Mortgage: $550,000
Lender: Citibank
Date: 3/17/17

48 Chickering St.
Buyer: Joseph Mack Jr +
Seller: William Stevens +
Price: $170,000
Mortgage: $166,920
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/10/17

1332 E Otis Rd.
Buyer: Dorothy Clay
Seller: Divina Urena
Price: $170,000
Mortgage: $146,300
Lender: Guaranteed Rate
Date: 3/23/17

21 Franklin St.
Buyer: Dawn Cernik +
Seller: Dawn Cernik +
Price: $75,000
Date: 3/31/17

34-40 Holden St.
Buyer: OBG LLC
Seller: Scarafoni Assoc NT +
Price: $333,000
Mortgage: $250,000
Lender: MountainOne
Date: 3/31/17

41 Arlington St.
Buyer: Sally Decker
Seller: Shannon Maloney
Price: $146,000
Mortgage: $60,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 3/3/17

516-518 Union St.
Buyer: HSBC Bank
Seller: Melanie Mcdonald +
Price: $90,000
Date: 3/16/17

188 1st St.
Buyer: Cavalier Holdings
Seller: Catherine Trzepacz
Price: $100,000
Date: 3/8/17

155 Summer St.
Buyer: Gaurang Panwala +
Seller: Richard Holmes +
Price: $265,000
Mortgage: $212,000
Lender: Avidia Bank
Date: 3/30/17

160 Ann Dr.
Buyer: Daniel Landry
Seller: Richard Tucker
1993 RET +
Price: $396,900
Date: 3/24/17

28 Bank Row
Buyer: Bank Row Realty LLC
Seller: E&H Realty Co Inc
Price: $170,000
Mortgage: $136,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 3/15/17

44 Ashland St.
Buyer: Sherie Rachelle-Smith
Seller: Samantha Proper
Price: $100,000
Mortgage: $89,900
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 3/22/17

110 Harding Ave.
Buyer: Remillard FT +
Seller: L Marcel Remillard +
Price: $155,000
Date: 3/24/17

Buyer: Greylock FCU
Seller: Jon Leab
Price: $120,211
Date: 3/10/17

49 Phelps Ave.
Buyer: Kurt Collins +
Seller: Jeremy Zoito +
Price: $237,000
Mortgage: $137,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 3/17/17

20 Elk Dr.
Buyer: Hussain Mooraj +
Seller: Amy Zeidman
Price: $339,000
Mortgage: $254,250
Lender: LoanDepot.com
Date: 3/7/17

LenoX

www.TrustcoBank.com

33 Main St.
Buyer: 33 Main LLC
Seller: Austen Riggs Center
Price: $762,500
Mortgage: $610,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 3/16/17

Seller: RSB Properties LLC
Price: $112,000
Mortgage: $109,971
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/24/17

PittSfieLd

R

Four Convenient Locations!
Allendale - 413-236-8400 Lee - 413-243-4300
Great Barrington - 413-644-0054 Pittsfield - 413-442-1330

4 Cedar Ln.
Buyer: Peter Shaw +
Seller: Mark Peeler +
Price: $492,500
Mortgage: $467,875
Lender: Bk of America
Date: 3/22/17

north AdAmS

5 Leonard Ave.
Buyer: Jeffrey Macconnach +
Seller: Gasser Dennis Est +
Price: $165,000
Mortgage: $132,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 3/31/17

Now is the Best Time to Borrow!

June 2017
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3 Daralyn Ct.
Buyer: John Perry
Seller: George Leon +
Price: $284,000
Mortgage: $225,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 3/6/17
207 Dawes Ave.
Buyer: Kirk Nichols +
Seller: Cynthia Mole
Price: $265,000
Mortgage: $271,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 3/17/16
113 Deming St.
Buyer: Jamie Carpenter
Seller: Quincey Sobczyk
Price: $107,500
Mortgage: $105,552
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/31/17
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Berkshire County real estate transfers
722 E New Lenox Rd.
Buyer: Kyle Palen
Seller: Kendra Isbell
Price: $190,250
Mortgage: $175,000
Lender: NBT Bank
Date: 3/17/17
58 Emerson Ave.
Buyer: Brian Cooper +
Seller: Kirk Nichols +
Price: $195,000
Mortgage: $191,468
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/17/17
91 Francis Ave.
Buyer: William Bravo +
Seller: Teti Anthony Jr Est +
Price: $75,000
Date: 3/17/17
5 Hall Pl.
Buyer: Sheerece Adams
Seller: Central Berk Habitat
Price: $120,000
Mortgage: $96,000
Lender: Seller
Date: 3/17/17
4 Hawk St.
Buyer: Lisa Dobson
Seller: John Oneil +
Price: $139,000
Mortgage: $111,200
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 3/15/17
178 Holmes Rd.
Buyer: Brian Wojieck +
Seller: Palmer Jane Est +
Price: $145,500
Mortgage: $142,864
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/7/17
244 Holmes Rd.
Buyer: Kristle Olds
Seller: Lexicon Govt Svcs
Price: $179,900
Mortgage: $170,905
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/10/17
80 Howard St.
Buyer: Benjamin Webster
Seller: Dalrymple Helen Est +
Price: $125,000
Mortgage: $122,735
Lender: Merrimack Mtg
Date: 3/21/17
100 Leona Dr.
Buyer: Justin Mierzejewski +
Seller: Steven Rogers
Price: $220,000
Mortgage: $209,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 3/23/17
73 Lillian St.
Buyer: Donald Filios
Seller: Josette Pavlick
Price: $149,500
Mortgage: $137,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 3/31/17
55 Loumar Dr.
Buyer: Ryan Bellmore +
Seller: Stephen Lynch +
Price: $167,900
Mortgage: $148,986
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 3/30/17
1 Maple Ln.
Buyer: Hunter Hamilton +
Seller: Michael Brown +
Price: $193,000
Mortgage: $189,504
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/31/17
50 Maplewood Ave.
Buyer: Cavalier Holdings
Seller: Scalise Contracting
Eng

Price: $100,000
Date: 3/31/17
22 May Ter.
Buyer: Darlene Olsen
Seller: Charles Olsen +
Price: $158,000
Mortgage: $158,000
Lender: Charles Olsen
Date: 3/24/17
57 Mckinley Ter.
Buyer: Larry Leavitt
Seller: Felix Zarzuela
Price: $200,000
Mortgage: $190,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 3/13/17
21 Merriam St.
Buyer: Christopher Fabino
Seller: Jeremy Farmer +
Price: $105,001
Date: 3/28/17
21 Norman Ave.
Buyer: Clarence Gunn 4th
Seller: Michael Mcneil
Price: $116,000
Mortgage: $110,200
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/24/17
1382 North St.
Buyer: Jonathan Couper +
Seller: Phillip Farrar
Price: $200,000
Mortgage: $180,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 3/17/17
63 Nottingham Dr.
Buyer: Todd Eddy +
Seller: Daniel Mazzeo
Price: $228,000
Mortgage: $222,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 3/31/17
270 Onota St.
Buyer: Estevao Bida
Seller: Dana Fresia +
Price: $110,000
Date: 3/17/17
40 Plymouth St.
Buyer: Paul Farella +
Seller: Grace Breckenridge +
Price: $168,900
Mortgage: $160,205
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/10/17
55 Pomeroy Ave.
Buyer: Mcgowen Pomeroy
Props
Seller: Suzanne Nieburgs
Price: $155,000
Mortgage: $165,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 3/10/17
43 Revere Pkwy.
Buyer: Michael Silver
Seller: Michael Rosenthal +
Price: $219,000
Mortgage: $189,763
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/9/17
61 Rockland Dr.
Buyer: Pietro Luciano +
Seller: Kipp Steinman +
Price: $267,000
Mortgage: $167,000
Lender: Evolve B&T
Date: 3/31/17
36 S John St.
Buyer: Wilmington Svgs
Fund Soc
Seller: Sylvester Josephs +
Price: $109,900
Date: 3/16/17
49 Terrace Ave.
Buyer: Trista Sabin
Seller: Joanne Mckenna

Price: $92,500
Mortgage: $89,725
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 3/31/17
68 Williams St.
Buyer: Mark Cimini +
Seller: Michael Stoddard +
Price: $350,000
Mortgage: $105,000
Lender: Quicken Loan
Date: 3/13/17
815 Williams St.
Buyer: Joshua Tracy +
Seller: Paul Farella +
Price: $199,000
Mortgage: $203,278
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/10/17
Cynthia Ln. U:16
Buyer: Gabriel Manfugas +
Seller: Analesa Berg
Price: $294,000
Mortgage: $194,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 3/17/17
Cynthia Ln. U:21
Buyer: Sandra Kleiner +
Seller: Charlotte Finn
Price: $315,000
Mortgage: $112,000
Lender: Berkshire Bank
Date: 3/31/17
106 E Housatonic St. U:1
Buyer: Deborah Horth
Seller: Eric Bongini
Price: $105,000
Date: 3/30/17
433 North St. U:201
Buyer: Michael Collins
Seller: Christina
Biedermann T +
Price: $125,000
Date: 3/24/17
71 S Church St. :S103
Buyer: Milton Lestz +
Seller: Linda Morgenlander
Price: $200,000
Mortgage: $160,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 3/15/17
71 S Church St. U:S104
Buyer: Milton Lestz +
Seller: Linda Morgenlander
Price: $200,000
Mortgage: $160,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 3/15/17
Sunrise Cir. U:2
Buyer: Sally More
Seller: Robbins Linda
Est +
Price: $299,000
Date: 3/31/17

Sandisfield
29 Dodd Rd.
Buyer: Trenton Zanow
Seller: William Stoltz
Price: $265,000
Mortgage: $270,697
Lender: Mortgage Research
Date: 3/10/17
344 Lakeshore Dr.
Buyer: Eric Beroff
Seller: Barbara CohenBeroff
Price: $110,000
Date: 3/22/17
12 Tannery Rd.
Buyer: Robert Markys
Seller: Linda Dersatefano
Price: $245,000
Mortgage: $145,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 3/8/17

Savoy

511 Chapel Rd.
Buyer: Sling LLC
Seller: Robert Charron +
Price: $150,000
Date: 3/31/17
1264 Main Rd.
Buyer: Michael Fahey +
Seller: US Bank NA
Price: $130,924
Date: 3/24/17

Sheffield
28 Ashley Falls Rd.
Buyer: Trevor Cobb +
Seller: Edy Nathan +
Price: $232,000
Mortgage: $217,745
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/31/17
118 Clayton Rd.
Buyer: Brad Thomson
Seller: Novicki Eugene Est +
Price: $154,500
Mortgage: $149,865
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 3/3/17

Seller: Dolomite Products Co
Price: $165,000
Date: 3/16/17

West
Stockbridge

6 Bryan Rd.
Buyer: Lisa Paul
Seller: Christopher Paul
Price: $179,000
Date: 3/20/17
20 State Line Rd.
Buyer: Alan English +
Seller: John Oneill +
Price: $298,000
Mortgage: $283,100
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 3/29/17

11 Woodruff Rd.
Buyer: Thomas Miller +
Seller: Linda Gilman
Price: $375,000
Mortgage: $337,500
Lender: Village Mtg
Date: 3/1/17

Williamstown
1195 Green River Rd.
Buyer: Janice Loux
Seller: Thomas Beaudreau +
Price: $127,800
Mortgage: $100,000
Lender: Leader Bank
Date: 3/2/17
47 Hall St.
Buyer: V Mortgage REO 2

604 Polikoff Rd.
Buyer: Z Floors
Seller: Michael Martin
Price: $125,000
Date: 3/13/17
460 S Main St.
Buyer: Sarah Steven
Seller: Anthony Giunta Jr +
Price: $565,000
Mortgage: $423,750
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 3/2/17

Stockbridge
1 Lakeview Dr.
Buyer: Linda Shafiroff
Seller: Pilling Anna Est +
Price: $200,000
Date: 3/24/17
26 Nielsen Ln.
Buyer: Christopher Himes
Seller: Sandra Morley
Price: $273,500
Mortgage: $259,825
Lender: MountainOne
Date: 3/2/17
11 W Stockbridge Rd.
Buyer: Timothy Sheehy
Seller: Virginia Loveless
Price: $385,000
Date: 3/1/17
5 Willow St.
Buyer: Charles Brex 3rd +
Seller: Isaacs Charlotte Est +
Price: $95,000
Date: 3/13/17

Washington
S Washington State Rd.
Buyer: Noco Enterprises
LLC

295 Main St.
Buyer: Limra Realty LLC
Seller: Krishiv Realty LLC
Price: $1,100,000
Mortgage: $550,000
Lender: Berkshire Bank
Date: 3/20/17
13 Manning St.
Buyer: Sean Keogh +
Seller: Micheline Toureille +
Price: $284,300
Mortgage: $275,771
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 3/15/17
65 Maple St.

Buyer: Christopher JordanLeyda +
Seller: ENL LLC
Price: $300,00
Mortgage: $220,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 3/17/17
1254 N Hoosac Rd.
Buyer: FNMA
Seller: Gerald Luscier +
Price: $112,000
Date: 3/24/17
774 Simonds Rd.
Buyer: Tyler Rickert +
Seller: RSB Properties LLC
Price: $142,000
Mortgage: $15,000
Lender: Williamstown Afford
Date: 3/9/17
u

Your Business Belongs Here!
For Sale: 309 Pittsfield Rd., Lenox

5,400 sq. ft. first class office building
on 2.96 acres. Move-in ready for your
company with high-speed wiring, two
kitchens and two conference rooms,
multi-level contemporary style, large
open deck facing private wooded
setting, off-street parking, landscaped.
Appraised & inspected. NOW $679,000

801 Clayton Rd.
Buyer: James Miller +
Seller: James Mcgraw
Price: $410,000
Mortgage: $320,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 3/28/17
38 Elm Ct.
Buyer: Christopher Ivory +
Seller: Z&C Floors Inc
Price: $395,000
Mortgage: $316,000
Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 3/10/17

Seller: Ronald Brown +
Price: $151,632
Date: 3/30/17

For Sale: 6 Renfrew St., Adams

First class office, plus shop, plus 4-bay
garage – all new. Locate your company/
business in this superbly rebuilt 3,000 sq.
ft. 1880 train station, 5,400 sq. ft. shop
with 14’ overhead doors & 16-20’ ceiling
height, and 2,160 sq. ft. 4-bay “showplace”
garage. Rail access, Route 8 location. If
utility, condition and image are important,
this is the place for you. $1.2 million

For Sale: 3301 Route 7, Pownal, VT

Amazing live/work combination with prominent, commanding location overlooking
one of the most beautiful valleys in all of Vermont. Create/work/market from the main
barn and then stroll into your dramatic
and spectacular living quarters featuring
16-ft. cathedral ceiling in the living
room, stainless steel and tile kitchen and
bath. 5,500 sq. ft., huge spaces, fabulous
western sunsets, income apartment, pool,
Jacuzzi, close to everything important in the
Berkshires and SouthernVermont. $550,000

For Sale: Southern VT Business Opportunity

Live and work on the premises of this
outstanding, long established, stable and
profitable business. Convenience store
with gas and liquor caters to locals and
tourists. Includes separate three-bedroom
home with family room, new kitchen,
semi-finished second floor, full basement.
Buyer will need minimum of $100,000
cash for down payment. Gross sales in
excess of $2.4 million. $1.1 million

For Sale: 7557 Route 7, Pownal, VT

17,450 sq. ft. of two-story commercial
space in prime Route 7 location across
from Stewart’s Shop, Vermont State
Liquor Store and just over MA/VT state
line at the gateway to Vermont. Former
furniture store, suitable for antiques,
office, retail. Additional one-story 1,280
sq.ft. rental house. $595,000

For Sale: Prime Williamstown Building Site

Commercially zoned lot featuring 265 ft. of frontage on Main Street (Route 2)
and 210 ft. on Adams Road. The only
remaining “virgin” undeveloped site in
Williamstown, this level 0.8 acre with
public bus service and all utilities is
ideal for retail, professional, service, or
mixed-use business/residential. For sale,
lease, or build to suit. Seller financing
available. Broker owned. $495,000
Paul Harsch, Business
& Commercial Broker &
Realtor® Emeritus with
42 years commercial,
residential, land and
development expertise

413-458-5000

info@harschrealestate.com • www.harschrealestate.com
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people on the move

Berkshire Botanical
Garden has announced
the appointment of Julie
Schwartz as director of
development and Robin
Parow as director of marketing communications.
These appointments follow the Stockbridge organization’s announcement
of a $2.3 million capital
Schwartz
campaign to restore and
expand its historic 18th
century Center House.
Schwartz, who will join
the Botanical Garden in
September, began her
career in the Berkshires
working at the Norman
Rockwell Museum in visitor services. Her 23-year
career in development has
included raising funds for
Parow
the Boston Symphony and
Carnegie Hall, among others. She currently works
in the Information Services and Technology department at the Metropolitan Museum in New York City.
At the Botanical Garden she oversee all aspects of
member and donor cultivation and outreach. Parow
returns to her post as communications director at
the Botanical Garden, bringing more than 30 years
of public relations and marketing experience in
the nonprofit sector. Her responsibilities include
oversight of internal and external communications
including community outreach, media relations
and promotion of education and special events.
In addition, she will oversee the production of the
Botanical Garden’s magazine, Cuttings.

FLYNN

David Wallace French will join Great Barrington Rudolf Steiner School as fifth grade class
teacher for the 2017-2018 school year. French,
who was selected after a national search to replace
retiring master teacher Tracey Brennan, brings 12
years of Waldorf teaching experience to his new
position, including a full cycle of teaching at the
Eugene Waldorf School in Oregon.
Jennifer Atwater,
vice president of operations at United Personnel, has been elected to
the Center for EcoTechnology’s (CET) board
of directors. Atwater, a
resident of Easthampton, oversees United
Personnel’s operations
in Hampshire, Franklin
Atwater
and Berkshire counties.
CET, based in Pittsfield and Northampton, helps
people and businesses in the region save energy
and reduce waste.
Kenneth Singer, president and CEO of
Berkshire County Arc, was presented with the
Joseph Andrade Award for Leadership from the
Arc of Massachusetts at their April 6 annual
meeting. Singer started at Berkshire County
Arc in 1980 as a residential coordinator. In
1994 he became the executive director, and has
been president and CEO for the last three years.
Berkshire County Arc is a nonprofit organization
providing a broad range of community-based
services to individuals with developmental disabilities, brain injuries and autism throughout
Berkshire and Hampden counties.

The National Trust
for Historic Preservation
has announced that Valerie Balint will join the
organization as program
manager of the Historic
Artists’ Homes and Studios (HAHS) program,
based at Chesterwood
in Stockbridge. Balint’s
mission is to enhance the
Balint
relevance and reputation
of HAHS member sites in their communities so
as to contribute to a national conversation on the
arts in American public life. The HAHS program
manager is a new, full-time position with a threeyear tenure, funded by the Henry Luce Foundation. Balint most recently served as the interim
director of collections and research for the Olana
Partnership at Olana, N.Y., the historic home and
studio of 19th-century landscape painter Frederic
Edwin Church, a central figure in the famous
Hudson River School. Prior to joining Olana’s
curatorial department in 2000, Balint worked
at the Frelinghuysen Morris Foundation and at
Chesterwood on special curatorial projects.
Elizabeth Stone has joined Berkshire Pulse
as the organization’s first full-time administrator,
where she will provide administrative support and
manage the day-to-day operations of the facility
and front desk. She comes to Berkshire Pulse from
the Preservation Society of Newport County in
Rhode Island, where she managed inventory and
customer service for six retail stores, online sales
and the distribution center. Previously she worked
at The Mount in Lenox for three years as a curatorial assistant and manager of the bookstore.

VOLKSWAGEN
THE ALL-NEW 2018
VOLKSWAGEN
ATLAS

MORE STANDARD FEATURES THAN EVER BEFORE
- Stainless steel window trim
- Privacy glass
- Silver roof rails
- Panoramic sunroof
- Start-Stop System
- LED headlights
- 60/40 split 2nd row and 50/50 split
3rd row - 7 passenger seating

- 8-inch color display
- Automatic Post Collision Breaking
System
- Engine Breaking System
- Rollover Sensor System
- Reinforced safety cage
construction
- 6-yr/72,000-mi Limited Warranty

FLYNN VOLKSWAGEN

600 Merrill Rd. - Pittsfield, MA - 413.443.4702 - www.flynnvw.com
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Bruce Marzotto, senior vice president of
commercial lending at
Lee Bank, has been named
a Community Bank Hero
by The Warren Group and
Banker & Tradesman.
This annual award honors
the achievements, commitment and dedication
of financial professionals
Marzotto
who go above and beyond
for their institution and community. Award recipients are nominated by their peers and selected
by Banker & Tradesman’s editorial board; this
year’s 13 winners come from community banks
throughout Massachusetts. Marzotto has been with
Lee Bank for 10 years and has worked in banking in Berkshire County for 40 years. A former
treasurer of the Southern Berkshire Chamber of
Commerce, Great Barrington Little League and
the Boy Scouts of America-Troop 23, Marzotto
is continuing his community involvement as a
trustee of the newly organized Great Barrington
Municipal Affordable House Trust. The Community Bank Heroes awards will be distributed
at a dinner event on May 23 in Boston
The following awards were presented at
Berkshire United Way’s Live United Community
Celebration on April 28: the Robert K. Agar Jr.
Volunteerism award was presented to Brenda
Burdick, senior manager of marketing and public
relations at General Dynamics Mission Systems;
the Daniel C. Dillon Helping Hands, Caring Heart
award was presented to Julie Salatino, judicial
secretary in Berkshire Juvenile Court; and the JC
Penney Employee Campaign Coordinator award
was presented to Cindy Race, Lindsey Reilly
and Brenda Briggs of Covestro.
Community Health
Programs has named
Thomas Walbridge as
chief financial officer,
where he will oversee the
health network’s budget,
financial operations and
planning. Walbridge has
served as CFO and vice
president for the Kinsley
Group Inc. and as CFO
Walbridge
for the Pioneer Valley
Transit Authority. He was also director of finance
and human resources at Six Flags New England.
His early professional career was spent in the
banking sector in Pittsfield. Walbridge is also
the founder and operator of LuckBridge Sports
LLC, a company that creates affordable, inclusive
team-building opportunities for youth and coaches
in the developmental and advanced instruction of
baseball and basketball.
Adams Community
Bank has announced the
hiring of Jacqueline McNinch, vice president
mortgage origination,
and Kaylin Choquette,
mortgage loan officer.
In their roles, McNinch
and Choquette will be
responsible for developing
banking relationships with
McNinch
consumers seeking residential mortgages directly
or through referrals from
real estate and financial
professionals. They will
be based at the bank’s
Lenox office at 7 Main
St. McNinch will manage the business development aspects of the bank’s
residential mortgage loan
originations and outreach
Choquette
efforts. Prior to joining
Adams Community Bank, McNinch held positions
with financial institutions in Berkshire County and
with non-financial organizations including GMAC
Mortgage and Massachusetts Housing Finance
Agency. Choquette joins the bank with seven years
of experience as a mortgage originator for other
financial institutions within Berkshire County.
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts (MCLA)
has announced that Maggie Whited ’19 was
selected by the Campus Compact as the college’s
2017 Newman Civic Fellow. As one of this year’s
Newman Civic Fellows, Whited – who majors in
sociology at MCLA, with minors in social work and
child and family studies – joins other student leaders
who represent Campus Compact member colleges
and universities from 36 states and Washington,
D.C. Whited is a student leader at MCLA who is
active in addressing issues of mental health awareness. For the last two years, she has worked to form
the Association for Neurodivergent Awareness, a
club at MCLA that provides peer support and work
against the stigma of mental health issues.

June 2017

Makayla-Courtney
McGeeney has been appointed as communications director for Tunnel
City Coffee Company.
McGeeney has been employed at Tunnel City since
August 2016 as a part-time
baker, while also reporting
for the Bennington Banner
and Manchester Journal in
McGeeney
southern Vermont. She is a
2015 graduate of Massachusetts College of Liberal
Arts with a degree in English/Communications. In
her new expanded capacity, McGeeney will work
to connect the community with Tunnel City and
facilitate its continued growth.
Jay Anderson, president and CEO of Pittsfield
Cooperative Bank, has been selected to receive
the 2017 Lawrence Strattner Distinguished Citizen
Award, presented by the Western Massachusetts
Council, Boy Scouts of America, to recognize
community service and civic participation as
evidenced by involvement and leadership given
to worthwhile organizations and causes. Anderson, who has served as president of Pittsfield
Cooperative Bank since 2009, began his banking career at the former First Agricultural Bank
and has held numerous commercial lending and
management positions during his 30 years in
the industry, including regional president of TD
Bank in the Berkshires. For the past 14 years,
Anderson has served as board president of the
Pittsfield Economic Revitalization Corporation,
and has served in leadership positions with several
other community organizations. The award will
be presented to Anderson at a June 1 event at the
Country Club of Pittsfield.
Bianca Martin has
been promoted to assistant vice president,
branch manager at the
Millerton office of Salisbury Bank, where she
will lead the staff team
and oversee all aspects of
customer service. Martin
started with Salisbury
Bank as a teller in 2013,
Martin
and moved into the assistant branch manager role in 2015.
Scott Kirchner, president of Mad Macs Inc.,
has completed his scholarship in the GoldmanSachs 10,000 Small Business Entrepreneurial
training program at Babson College in Wellesley.
The program is designed to help entrepreneurs
create jobs and economic opportunity by providing
greater access to education, capital and business
support services (March 2017 BT&C). In addition
to his duties with Mad Macs (an authorized seller
and service provider for Apple-branded products
that also provides full-service sales, repair, and
service for most major brands of computers and
managed computer services), Kirchner is a board
member for 1Berkshire, Berkshire Theater Group,
Downtown Pittsfield Inc. and The Williamstown
Chamber of Commerce.
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Sherry Fonseca has
joined MountainOne
Bank as senior vice president, senior residential
lending officer. Fonseca
will succeed long-time
Senior Residential and
Consumer Lending Officer Peter Radigan, who
is retiring at year-end
following a successful
Fonseca
mortgage banking career.
In her new position, Fonseca is responsible for all
aspects of the mortgage banking division, including
origination, credit quality, and management of the
mortgage operations team. Additionally, she will
focus on leading the mortgage team in prospecting new business, identifying new opportunities,
and cultivating and maintaining relationships with
centers of influence. Fonseca, who has nearly 25
years of mortgage lending experience, previously
served in mortgage sales leadership roles in the
Boston and New England market areas.
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Berkshire County Arc
has hired Kristi Nastars
as director of human resources. Nastars has over
25 years of HR experience
and holds both the SPHR
and SHRM-SCP national
HR certifications. Her
career includes being part
of a Corporate Global
Human Resource ManNastars
agement Team as well as
owning and managing her own recruiting firm.

Schoenfeld

Berkshire Bank has announced the promotion
of Mark Pedrotti to vice president, marketing
officer. Pedrotti began his career with Berkshire
Bank as a college intern in 2006 and was offered
permanent employment in 2008 as e-marketing
and website administrator. In his new role, Pedrotti
will manage the strategic initiatives of Berkshire
Bank’s digital properties, in addition to assisting
with the overall integrity of marketing assets.

Szwyd

Stone House Properties LLC has announced
that Stephen Schoenfeld and Joanna Szwyd
have joined the company’s team of brokers
and associates. Prior to entering the real estate
business, Schoenfeld spent 42 years in the
financial services industry. Szwyd, a licensed
broker, has over 12 years of experience in real
estate. They will represent buyers and sellers
in all price ranges at Stone House, which has
offices in West Stockbridge, Great Barrington,
and Chatham, N.Y. ◆

HOW GREAT PEOPLE GET TO WORK

Find out how we matched great people with great work — and
can do the same for you — at UnitedPersonnel.com/GreatWork
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New Haven

You're a person on the move...

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts (MCLA)
recently recognized the achievements of six business administration students who were inducted
into the Zeta Zeta chapter of the Delta Mu Delta
national honor society. The new members of Delta
Mu Delta are Jordan Meredith ’17, Brianne
Murray O’Rourke ’17, Brian Harper ’17,
Nicole Hastry ’18, Tyler Panetti ’17 and Liza
Scranton ’17. In addition, Daniel Trombley
’90, majority owner and manager of Alton and
Westall Real Estate Agency in Williamstown,
who serves as chair of the MCLA Foundation’s
board of directors, was inducted as an honorary
member of the organization.
Keith Michl, MD,
FACP, has joined the
Southwestern Vermont
Health Care Foundation’s
board of directors. Michl is
an internal medicine physician in private practice
in Manchester, Vt., and a
member of the Department
of Medicine at Southwestern Vermont Medical
Michl
Center. He is an affiliate of
MDVIP, a network of physicians providing primary
care medical and wellness services.
David McGowan has been named executive director of the Williamstown Rural Lands Foundation,
succeeding Leslie Reed-Evans, who has been with
the nonprofit member-supported land conservation
trust for almost 23 years. McGowan has dedicated
his career to conserving land throughout Massachusetts, having previously worked for Mass Audubon,
The Nature Conservancy and the state Department
of Conservation and Recreation.
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mONey matters

Wife insurance
premiums
are due

similar investment management philosophies
that, among other things, emphasized the use
of low-cost services such as Dimensional Fund
Advisors and The Vanguard Group.
While ARC was an independently operated
entity, Apella is a relatively recent outgrowth
of a larger company, Symmetry Partners LLC.
Symmetry was founded in 1994 by Patrick
Sweeny and David Connelly Jr., who left
their positions at a large Wall Street firm to
create an advisory firm that was dedicated to
working in their clients’ best interests.
Since then Symmetry has grown to where
it now manages over $7.4 billion in assets
and acts as a sub-advisor on behalf of over
2,400 financial advisor relationships and 87
RIAs across the country. Among those RIAs
is Apella, which was established in 2014 by
Symmetry originally to serve that company’s
private clients.
Siegel explained that the relationship
Symmetry has with Apella provides several
important benefits, including access to the
larger company’s research department and
technology services.

aRc FINDS ‘peRFecT FIT’

Continuity for clients
drives firm’s merger
with apella Capital
By Brad Johnson
A Lenox firm that has successfully – albeit
quietly – provided investment management,
financial planning and tax planning services
to a local clientele comprised of high-net
worth individuals over the past two decades
has taken a proactive step to ensure that those
clients’ interests are well managed for many
years to come.
That firm, ARC Investment Planning &
Management Inc., recently completed a merger with Apella Capital LLC, and now operates
as the western Massachusetts office of Apella,
which is based in Glastonbury, Conn.
“It was a perfect fit,” said Harvey Siegel, a
certified public accountant and senior financial
advisor who has operated ARC along with
partners Ed Richter and Barry Wesson since
1999 (and a preceding firm known as WS Securities since the early 1990s). “The deal [with
Apella] made sense on several levels.”
Siegel explained that ARC and Apella were
both what are known as Registered Investment
Advisory (RIA) firms that offer comprehensive investment management, tax planning,
and financial planning services. Both shared

Just a friendly reminder!

STOP & SHOP PLAZA, MERRILL ROAD, PITTSFIELD

442-6911

www.medwardjewelers.com
Mark E. Kasuba, Gemologist
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Continuity concerns

While such benefits are important in their
own right, there were other factors at play
that led Siegel and his partners at ARC to
merge with Apella.
Key among them was the unyielding march
of time. “I’m not a young man anymore,”
said the 71-year-old Siegel, “but I want to
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continue working, and look forward to doing
cial planner; Jayashree Ganesh, associate
so for as long as I can be useful.”
portfolio manager; and Heidi Rauscher,
With Wesson also in his early seventies
portfolio administrator.
and Richter in his late fifties, Siegel explained
Since ensuring that a continuity plan
that ensuring long-term continuity of service
would be in place for ARC’s clients was a
for their established clients had become an
key goal, Siegel noted that informing clients
important consideration for them over the
of the then-pending merger required both
past few years.
sensitivity and clear
“We had been look- “Together, we can continue communication. “For
ing [at various partclients, things like this
to grow and provide our
nering options] for a
be stressful,” he
clients, and our staff, with can
number of years,” said
said, adding that a letSiegel, noting that the new opportunities, technol- ter sent to clients in
goal of such an arrangeadvance of the merger
ogies and resources.”
ment would be to proaddressed many of the
actively establish continuity well in advance
concerns they might have, and opened the
of his or other partners’ eventual retirement
door for additional communication and
(or any unforeseen circumstances).
information about the change.
ARC’s connection with Apella took shape
“Essentially, all of our clients agreed to
in early 2016, arising from their mutual asmake the transition,” Siegel said. “That’s an
sociation with Dimensional Fund Advisors.
important point in this kind of transaction.”
Siegel said he had asked their DFA rep for
Although ARC had maintained a relatively
referrals to like-minded firms that might be a
low profile over the years, its visibility may be
good fit. “Apella was not only the best we met
enhanced going forward as part of Apella.
with, but it was one we were all very comfortOne of the resources available through
able about joining,” he commented.
Apella and Symmetry is “Apella Academy,” a
A merger deal was fashioned, and, folprogram dedicated to spreading financial litlowing several months of due diligence, the
eracy in its communities. Financial advisors
transaction closed in October 2016.
deliver presentations, online and in person, on
While this merger has Apella as the survia range of topics that may impact investors
vor firm, Siegel noted that ARC actually was
at different points in their lives, from college
the larger of the two firms, with $240 milplanning to Social Security.
lion in assets under management compared
Siegel noted that these types of educational
to about $160 million for Apella. “ARC’s
outreach programs would likely be handled
clients will be the majority of Apella’s entire
by individuals from Apella’s Connecticut
client base,” said Siegel. “We will be very
home office. He added that he was looking
important to Apella, and they to us. We will
at personally conducting related seminars for
learn from each other.”
professionals in financial planning, investWith the merger, the Lenox office of ARC
ment management and related fields.
in the Curtis Building at 5 Walker St. has
With the successful transition from ARC
taken on the Apella name. Siegel, Wesson
to Apella, Siegel said he looks forward to
and Richter all continue with the firm as
continuing his work and relationship with
senior financial advisors (all of them are
clients well into the future. “I’m really enCPAs as well).
ergized by this,” he said. “Together, we can
All other former ARC staff members have
continue to grow and provide our clients, and
also continued with the firm under Apella.
our staff, with new opportunities, technoloThey are Laura Delmolino, a certified finangies and resources.”◆

15

Work hard. Play smarter.

7KHIDFHV\RXȇOOVHHZKHQ

H[SHULHQFHNQRFNV
3OHDVHMRLQXVLQZHOFRPLQJWZRQHZDGGLWLRQVWR
RXUUHVLGHQWLDOPRUWJDJHOHQGLQJVDOHVWHDP
-DFNLH0F1LQFKDQG.D\OLQ&KRTXHWWHKDYHD
FRPELQHG\HDUVRIH[SHULHQFHDQGVWURQJ
FRPELQHG\HDUVRIH[SHULHQFHDQGVWURQJ
NQRZOHGJHRIWKHUHTXLUHPHQWVWRRULJLQDWH
PRUWJDJHVLQDWLPHO\DQGSURȴFLHQWPDQQHU
7KHLUIDPLOLDULW\DQGXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIRXU
PDUNHWDUHDPDNHVWKHPLQYDOXDEOH
DGGLWLRQVWRRXUWHDP

-DFNLH0F1LQFK

.D\OLQ&KRTXHWWH

9LFH3UHVLGHQW
0RUWJDJH2ULJLQDWLRQ

0RUWJDJH/RDQ2ɝFHU

 FHOO
 GLUHFW 
 ID[

 FHOO 
 GLUHFW
 ID[

MPFQLQFK#
DGDPVFRPPXQLW\FRP
10/65Ζ'

NFKRTXHWWH#
DGDPVFRPPXQLW\FRP
10/65Ζ'

-DFNLHDQG.D\OLQDUHHDJHU
WRPHHW\RXDQGVHUYH\RXU
XQLTXHKRPHȴQDQFLQJQHHGV

DGDPVFRPPXQLW\FRP

DIF

16

Berkshire Trade & Commerce

June 2017

COVER story

“Building 6 adds substantial capacity for
showing art, hosting performing artists, and
commissioning new work through workshops
continued from page 1
and back-of-house space,” said Thompson.
“It gives us more of what we do best.”
Following an opening ceremony at noon,
According to Thompson, the new space
a full slate of special activities and perforalso plays a contextually significant role in
mances will be held to celebrate the expanterms of how visitors experience and interact
sion, capped by an outdoor concert with
with the overall museum complex. With the
veteran rock band CAKE at 8 p.m.
new galleries in Building 6, visitors will now
But the star of the show will be the building
be able to connect directly with all interior
itself and – more to the point – the array of
exhibition space in MASS MoCA’s other
exhibitions and long-term installations that
buildings through a series of interconnectfill its extensively renoing loops.
“Our name should really
vated interior spaces.
“We really like the
Included among these
have an ‘s’ on the end for way it opens the enare installations and
tire circulation pattern
‘Contemporary Arts.’”
collaborations with
of the campus,” said
Laurie Anderson, Louise Bourgeois, Jenny
Thompson, noting that visitors will be able
Holzer, Robert Rauschenberg, Gunnar Schonto complete a circuit through MASS MoCA’s
beck and James Turrell – featuring legacy and
various galleries without the dead ends and
mid-career work of the artists, as well as new
back-tracking of earlier configurations. He
works, some of which were commissioned by
added that a museum staffer had measured a
or created expressly for MASS MoCA. (For
tour of all publicly accessible spaces through
exhibit details, visit www.massmoca.org.)
the entire complex, beginning and ending at
Along with these prominent long-term
the central lobby, at about 3-1/2 miles.
installations, Building 6 will house a variety
Beyond the interior gallery space, the
of temporary exhibitions by up-and-coming
opening of Building 6 will also give visitors
artists that will augment the museum’s
access to large outdoor courtyards and other
already-expansive gallery space dedicated to
exterior features and amenities, including a
seasonally changing exhibitions. Other space
new bike path that passes through sections
in the building will support on-site creation
of the building, and a planned pedestrian
of new work and project development by
bridge over the northern branch of the Hooartists on an ongoing basis.
sic River.
“People are going to think we’ve quadrupled in size because of the exposure to
other spaces,” said Thompson.
On a more subtle level, Thompson noted,
the advent of Building 6 also underscores the
museum’s involvement in – and dedication
to – performing arts.
“The fact is that this building spotlights
performing arts activities in many ways,”
he said. Among these are the working studio space for renowned performance artist
Laurie Anderson and the hands-on aspect
of an installation featuring scores of quirky,
oversize musical instruments created by the
late Gunnar Schonbeck, former professor of
music at Bennington College.
These aspects of Building 6’s activities
complement MASS MoCA’s increasingly
robust schedule of performing arts events
throughout the year, as well as the three
established music festivals that are held annually or biennially: Bang on a Can, Solid
Sound (in collaboration with Wilco) and
FreshGrass.
“MASS MoCA has always had a performing arts focus, and that plays a large role in
our programming DNA,” Thompson said.
“Our name should really have an ‘s’ on the
end for ‘Contemporary Arts.’”

MASS MoCA’s Building 6

Come Usher In Summer 2017 at the 2nd Annual...

A Whimsical Fantasy Celebrating the Arts
Explore Your Creativity

Saturday, June 17
Bowe Field, Adams, MA
10am - 10pm

Admission $6
Kids 12 & under
FREE

Creative Activities for Kids & Adults
Faerie Village featuring the Faerie Queen & her Court
Story Telling featuring Author Jana Laiz
Music - Bagpipes & More ∫ Puppet Theatre
Enchanting Delectables
Faerie Merchants & Artisans
People-Powered Pedal Float
Dragon Fire Pit
Faerie Wings Embellishment

And So Much More...

Evolutionary process

Thompson noted that Building 6 will be
known officially as the “Robert W. Wilson
Building” – named after an early supporter
of MASS MoCA whose estate continues to
support the museum. “It’s the first time we’ve
named a whole building after an individual,”
he said.
continued on page 18
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continued from page 16
Building 6 is also the central component of
what is referred to as “Phase III” of the overall
development of the museum and commercial
complex. In that respect, it reflects the ongoing evolution of the project and its broader
mission to establish a world-class cultural
institution that also serves as a driver for job
creation and economic development.
“We have been expanding in increments,”
said Thompson, noting that, when MASS
MoCA opened in 1999, about one-third
of the former Sprague Electric complex
was redeveloped for galleries, stages and
related museum operations. “We started
with 200,000 square feet out of a potential
600,000 square feet here.”
Another 200,000 square feet were returned
to use through the next multi-year expansion,
referred to as Phase II. That included new
galleries and performance spaces, highlighted by the 27,000-square-foot, three-story
structure known as Building 7 that houses
Sol LeWitt: A Wall Drawing Retrospective,
a major long-term installation co-organized
with Yale University and the Williams College Museum of Art.

In the top photo, taken in midApril, Boston-based artist Joe Wardwell
works on preliminary stages of his new wall drawing
along a main corridor in Building 6. In the bottom photo, taken a month
later, Wardwell stands beside a section of the work as it nears completion two weeks
before to public debut of Building 6. The work, Hello America: 40 Hits from the 50 States, takes
inspiration from J.G. Ballard’s 1981 novel Hello America, which is described as including “an all-too-eerie
nod to our current political climate” in which “President Manson” grabs the book’s primary protagonist,
who is filled with longing for a far-too-distant American dream and declares “together, Wayne, we will
make America great again!” (Top photo BT&C; bottom photo Jason Reinhold, courtesy of MASS MoCA)

However, well over half of the space
redeveloped during Phase II was for an
entirely different purpose: leasing to commercial tenants.
“Phase II of our expansion gave us
125,000 square feet for commercial lease,”
said Thompson. “That was significant for
two reasons. It gave us one of the tools we
needed to fulfill our mission of attracting
and retaining jobs in North Adams. And it
provided MASS MoCA with a necessary
source of support and sustenance.”
With the completion of Phase II, Thompson said, MASS MoCA found itself at a
transitional stage in which the pieces of the
picture began coming together in a more
cohesive way.
“From 1999 on, staying in business was
the focus for the first eight or nine years,”
he said. “We began to get our heads above
water about five or six years ago. Attendance
was going up, our [music] festivals were
growing, and a lot of what we were doing
was starting to connect.”
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That set the stage for the launch of Phase
III, a multifaceted project highlighted by the
redevelopment of Building 6.
“This is a very special project,” said
Larry Smallwood, deputy director and chief
operating officer for MASS MoCA. “The
way it finishes the ground plan makes a lot
of sense.”
Smallwood has overseen many aspects
of the Building 6 renovations since taking
his current position in February 2013. That,
however, was far from his first involvement
with MASS MoCA, which dates back to its
pre-opening days in 1998 when he moved
from Brooklyn to North Adams to work as
a consultant on the project, followed by two
four-year stints as production manager and
head of the exhibitions department at the
newly opened museum.
A subsequent move to Chicago led to
work with other art museums in the Midwest.
However, Smallwood remained connected to
MASS MoCA and consulted on the opening
of the Sol LeWitt installation, among other
projects.
He noted that the appeal of the Building
6 project was directly responsible for his
decision to return to MASS MoCA and the
Berkshires (along with his wife, Lisa Dorin,
who serves as deputy director of the Williams
College Museum of Art).
“Joe [Thompson] and I had always kept
in touch, and he got me really excited about
doing Building 6,” Smallwood said. “This
was the first project of this scale, and the
opportunity to be part of it was a big thing
for me.”
Top photo: Selections from Lolabelle in the Bardo, a series of large charcoal drawings by Laurie Anderson, are on display in Anderson’s prints and drawings gallery
within Building 6. Along with this and other gallery space for her work, the renowned performance artist will also have a working studio within the building.
Bottom photo: Mark Stewart, curator of the Gunnar Schonbeck: No Experience Required exhibition in Building 6, plays a few notes on an oversized stringed
instrument inspired by the Gu Zheng, an ancient Chinese court instrument. Stewart, who is also a member of the Bang on a Can All-Stars, notes that Schonbeck’s
instrument – in addition to being “huge” – has a set of internal sympathetic strings similar to the Renaissance-era Viola d’Amore. This and other quirky original
instruments designed by the late Schonbeck, former professor of music at Bennington College, will be available for museum visitors to examine and play.

Public and private funds

Funding for redevelopment of Building 6
has come from two main sources. In 2014,
MASS MoCA secured $25.4 million in state
infrastructure grants for the project.
continued on next page
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continued from previous page
It also launched what is referred to as
the “Confluence Campaign” – named for
the building’s position at the confluence of
the north and south branches of the Hoosic
River – which sought to raise $30 million
in private funds.
Thompson and Smallwood explained that
the state grants have been used primarily
for the extensive renovation of Building 6’s
130,000 square feet of interior space, from
a design by Bruner/Cott Associates, the
Cambridge-based architectural firm that has
worked on most of the site’s redevelopment
over the years.
“The state money has gone to what we
refer to as the shell and core,” said Thompson.
That includes the many behind-the-scenes
infrastructure improvements, along with the
structural repair and renovation of the 19th
century mill building itself.
“It’s a lot of money, but it’s a big building
and a big project,” added Smallwood, who
noted that the cost works out to about $168 a
square foot. “You’d be hard pressed to redo a
bathroom in your home for that amount.”
The renovation work has also been done
with an eye toward making the building’s
structural features an attraction in their
own right.
Most prominent among these is the restoration of a lightwell – a large section of
glass roofing above a central corridor – that
was part of the building’s original structure
but had been roofed over for many decades.
This infusion of natural light creates a sense
of openness within the brick-walled corridor
that serves as a conduit to and from exhibition
spaces within the building.
Hundreds of restored windows along the
building’s exterior walls also provide ample
natural light. “They also help visitors orient themselves to their surroundings,” said
Thompson, noting that they offer views of
the neighboring community and distant
mountains. That effect is most dramatic with
a large two-story window at the building’s
western end that overlooks the confluence
of the two branches of the Hoosic River.
While the state grants have gone toward the
basic renovations, much of the finishing work
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for the galleries and installations themselves
other significant work. Among this was
has been covered by a portion of the funds
the repurposing of a former concrete water
from the Confluence Campaign. Thompson
tank in 2014 to create a 10,000-square-foot
noted that the campaign has raised about $23
seasonal gallery featuring three large inmillion toward its $30 million target. While
stallations by Anselm Keifer. That project
some of this money
was done in collabora“It’s a lot of money, but
will go toward Phase
tion with the Hall Art
III, most will be used to
Foundation, which also
it’s a big building and a
bolster MASS MoCA’s
contributed to other
big project.”
fledgling endowment.
exterior enhancements
“If we’re successful [in meeting the camon other parts of the campus.
paign’s target], we’ll build our endowment
Those improvements, along with other
from its current $15 million to our goal of
work still being done, will invite greater
$33 million,” said Thompson. The enhanced
use of – and engagement with – the overall
endowment, he added, would provide the
campus exterior, as well as provide an alter“breathing room” to ensure that MASS
nate pedestrian and bicycling entry to the
MoCA can handle any variety of contingencampus from downtown North Adams.
cies related to the maintenance of its sprawl“We want to make it more accessible to
ing campus, as well as a source of income
wander around and through the site,” said
for future programming initiatives.
Smallwood.
While Building 6 is the main component
Since the launch of Phase III, there have
of Phase III, the project has also included
also been some adjustments to how Building 6
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is being used, especially regarding the nature
of the major artists’ installations.
“There has been an evolution in how we
expected to use Building 6,” said Thompson.
Initially, he explained, there was an expectation that the leading installations would
primarily be fixed and long-term in nature,
with just a few that would have changing content. “We thought it would be three-quarters
long-term and one-quarter changing,” he said.
“Instead, it has turned out to be 40-percent
long-term and 60-percent changing.”
That adjustment, according to Thompson,
was strictly artist-driven. “It came about as
part of what the artists wanted to do,” he
said, adding that the process of changing and
updating these major installations benefits the
artists, the museum and its visitors.
“It means that, along with all the other
new and changing programming that we may
do, our visitors are going to have even more
reasons to come back,” Thompson said.

ABOVE: A view of the prow of Building 6, which
features a large two-story window looking over the
confluence of the Hoosic River’s north and south
branches and hills to the west. Hundreds of restored
windows throughout the building provide ample
natural light as well as opportunities for visitors to
orient themselves to the surrounding community.
(Douglas Mason photo, courtesy of MASS MoCA)
LEFT: Jodi Joseph, MASS MoCA’s communications
director, provides scale alongside what is believed
to be the world’s largest watercolor. Titled MASS
MoCA Building 6, the 120-square-foot painting by New
York and Berkshire-based artist Barbara Ernst Prey
depicts the former textile mill’s raw state prior to the
multi-year renovation project. Commissioned by the
museum in 2015 specifically for the opening of its
new 130,000-square-foot gallery space, the painting
is mounted directly opposite the multi-story window
shown above. (BT&C photo)
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Smallwood agreed, noting that increasing
visitation is an important goal of Building
6’s addition to the museum complex. “I
think that the idea that we could work with
our partners to ensconce millions of dollars
of art in this building adds a new weight of
attraction here,” he said.

“There are a lot of service jobs that come
with the expanded space.”
He said that from summer 2016 to summer 2017, MASS MoCA will have added
40 new jobs, bringing total employment at
the museum to about 135. While noting that
there may be some fluctuation in that number
following the initial surge of activity surFunction space
rounding Building 6’s opening, he said the
In addition to new art, upgraded inhiring has been done conservatively based on
frastructure and enhanced amenities, the
staffing levels needed for quieter periods.
opening of Building 6 will also expand
Beyond the May 28 opening of Building
MASS MoCA’s role as a venue for wed6, there remains more work to do, according
dings, conferences and other private events.
to Thompson and Smallwood.
A large two-story open
“Building 6 essenspace in one section of “It’s coming up on 30 years tially completes the
the building has been that I’ve been involved in this main component, but
configured as a site project,” said the 58-year-old we still have 50,000
that can be booked
square feet to develop,”
for various functions. Thompson. “But, every time I said Thompson, referThis section, which think it’s time to leave, some- ring to Building 17, a
also features a spastructure
thing interesting comes up.” stand-alone
cious mezzanine, can
across the southern
be closed off from adjacent galleries in a
branch of the Hoosic River. “There inevitably
way that allows functions to be held during
will be a Phase IV.”
museum hours.
“There’s more to look at on May 29,
“We’re really excited about that,” said
May 30…,” added Smallwood, noting that
Thompson. He noted that, while MASS
they will be exploring opportunities for
MoCA has regularly been a venue for wedrepurposing Building 17, along with other
dings and other events, these could only be
smaller-scale developments, as the ambitious
held during the museum’s off-hours.
museum project continues to mature.
“We’ve been maxed out in terms of what
“MASS MoCA’s a teenager now, almost
we could schedule,” he said. “This new funcan adult,” said Smallwood. “I was fortunate
tion space will allow us to grow our wedding
to be involved in its startup, I’ve enjoyed
and conference business.”
watching it grow up, and I look forward to
He added that the function space will be
seeing what comes next.”
named after Jennifer Trainer Thompson, a
Whether Smallwood’s boss will still be at
longtime member of MASS MoCA’s manageMASS MoCA’s helm to guide any such future
ment team (and Thompson’s former wife),
projects remains an open question.
who left the museum at the beginning of the
“It’s coming up on 30 years that I’ve been
year to become CEO at Hancock Shaker Vilinvolved in this project,” said the 58-year-old
lage in Pittsfield (April 2017 BT&C).
Thompson, noting that most of his adult life
The addition of Building 6 to the muhas been given to the planning, launch and
seum’s operations is also driving the creation
growth of MASS MoCA. “But, every time I
of several new jobs at MASS MoCA. “Our
think it’s time to leave, something interesting
team has been growing,” said Smallwood.
comes up.”u
RIGHT: Among the more visible features of the Building 6 renovation project is the restoration of a large
lightwell above a central corridor. Part of the building’s original construction, the lightwell had been roofed
over for several decades. In its restored form, it introduces natural light into the center of Building 6 in
a way that orients visitors moving through the exhibition spaces.
BELOW: Building 6 now features a large open space and mezzanine for hosting conferences, weddings and
other private events. This facility can be closed off from adjacent gallery space, which allows the museum
to now host events during regular operating hours. (Douglas Mason photos, courtesy of MASS MoCA)
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mass moca’s community development mission

New opportunities, initiatives to extend impact beyond campus
By Brad Johnson
In the weeks and months following the
May 28 debut of Building 6, its massive
new exhibition and performing arts space
(see related story on page 1), the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art
expects to draw thousands of additional
visitors – some returnees, some for the first
time – to its campus on the northwestern
edge of downtown North Adams.
This spike in attendance for the new
building and the world-class art it houses
will be augmented by several thousand
music fans drawn to town by the return of
the band Wilco and its biennial Solid Sound
Festival on June 23-25.

For MASS MoCA, this convergence
also provide yet another opportunity for the
of events provides a unique opportunity
museum and its host city to tackle the persistent
to firmly establish its
challenge of how to ex“We’re expecting a signifi- tend this buzz of activity
credentials as a major cultural attraction
cant burst of visitation with from the MASS MoCA
to other nearby
that features eclectithe opening and the return campus
sections of downtown
cally unconventional
cutting-edge program- of Solid Sound. So, it seemed North Adams.
Efforts this summer
ming – and one whose like a moment to double down
will include MASS
drawing power, comto position North Adams
MoCA’s participation
bined with that of other
northern Berkshire cul- favorably to every visitor who in the North Adams Exchange, a new publictural attractions, has a
comes to MASS MoCA.”
private collaboration
significant and growing
that looks to enhance the visitor experience
impact on the region’s overall economy.
beyond the museum complex.
On a more proximate level, these events
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“We are always looking at ways to encourage more and extended cross-visitation
between MASS MoCA and downtown,” said
Joseph Thompson, the museum’s founding
director. “We’re expecting a significant burst
of visitation with the [Building 6] opening
and the return of Solid Sound. So, it seemed
like a moment to double down to position
North Adams favorably to every visitor who
comes to MASS MoCA.”
The concept of mutual benefit between the
city and museum complex has been at the
core of the project from its early planning
stages some 30 years ago. At that time, the
state’s smallest city was still stunned by –
and struggling with – the loss of thousands
of jobs at the former Sprague Electric.
The visionary idea by Thomas Krens, who
was then director of the Williams College
Museum of Art, to transform the hulking
industrial complex that Sprague Electric
had left behind into one of the world’s
largest museums of contemporary art was
informed by both the latent potential of the
buildings themselves and the tangible need
for economic revitalization of the city surrounding them.
That community redevelopment mission – “to catalyze and support the creation
of new art, exposing visitors to bold visual
and performing art in all stages of production, and reinvigorating the life of a region
in socioeconomic need” – galvanized the
support from both public and private sectors that was needed to move the concept to
reality, marked by the museum’s opening
in May 1999.
During its early years of operation, the
museum focused on getting its footing and
growing attendance before embarking on its
second phase of redevelopment of the mill
complex. From opening year attendance
of 44,000 visitors, the museum broke the
100,000 barrier in 2001 and remained a little
above that level for the next several years.
Over that same period, the city gradually
began embracing the concept of arts-driven
revitalization – both through the activity
generated by MASS MoCA and through other
efforts to make North Adams an attractive
home for artists and their work. Among the
latter was the redevelopment of the Eclipse
Mill on the eastern side of town into several
dozen work/live studios for artists, which
quickly became a thriving enclave for people
involved in and contributing to the region’s
creative economy.
Other initiatives took shape, such as
the debut in 2008 of DownStreet Art – a
multi-month program of arts-related events,
activities and pop-up galleries throughout
downtown North Adams – coordinated by
MCLA’s Berkshire Cultural Resource Center. (This summer will mark the 10th annual
holding of DownStreet Art, which runs from
June 29 to Sept. 28).
In 2008, MASS MoCA also saw its next
significant spike in attendance, rising to
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138,000. That increase was driven in large
part by the November 2008 debut of Sol
LeWitt: A Wall Drawing Retrospective, comprised of 105 of the late artist’s large-scale
wall drawings installed within the 27,000square-foot, three-story structure known as
Building 7.

Commercial leasing

The redevelopment of Building 7 for the
LeWitt installation was a major component
of MASS MoCA’s Phase II expansion. But
Phase II also included a major expansion of
another component of MASS MoCA’s operations with the redevelopment of 125,000
square feet for commercial leasing.
The commercial leasing aspect of its mission and operation is often overshadowed
– literally and figuratively – by the massive
museum and the art it contains. But, as
Thompson noted, the revenue generated by
commercial tenants has been an important
part of the financial equation for a young institution still learning how to sustain itself.
The growth of commercial activity
throughout the campus over the past several
years has also been an important part of MASS
MoCA’s community redevelopment mission
– generating new economic activity and creating new jobs as space has been filled by a
variety of businesses and organizations.
Its success on that front is evidenced
by the fact that the 125,000 square feet of
commercial space added in the Phase II
redevelopment is now almost completely
filled. “We’re at 95-percent occupancy,”
said Thompson. “We now have more than
30 tenants that collectively employ about
350 people. These are good jobs, and [these
tenants] pay taxes and make other important
contributions to the community.”
Thompson noted that the high occupancy
level (see boxed item below) is something
of a recent development, having previously
been in the 60-percent range for a number of
years. He attributed the increase, in part, to
an organic process in which the cultural and
commercial activity on the campus fueled one
another and created a dynamic and attractive
environment for prospective tenants.
Another factor cited by Thompson has
been the role played by Larry Smallwood,
who in 2013 returned to MASS MoCA as
deputy director and chief operating officer

MASS MoCA’s campus sits between the north and south branches of the Hoosic River just to the north and west of Main Street and other sections of downtown
North Adams. Some of the buildings house the museum’s galleries and related operations, while others are filled with a variety of commercial tenants. With the
renovation of Building 6 completed, the only significant part of the former Sprague Electric complex still to be repurposed is the 50,000-square-foot Building 17.
sections of downtown North Adams, where
(having earlier worked there in other capacicommercial vacancy rates remain stubbornly
ties for its first eight years of operation).
high, especially among storefronts along
“Among his many other responsibilities,
Main Street.
Larry has also been
Thompson stressed,
handling our com“I’m a free-marketer,”
however, that MASS
mercial leasing,” said
Thompson added, “but we MoCA’s success in
Thompson, adding
that Smallwood’s re- don’t want to – and don’t try attracting commercial
cruitment efforts have to – poach from downtown.” tenants has not come
at the expense of other
brought in a variety of
downtown properties. He noted that many of
new tenants to fill the available space.
the tenants who have come to MASS MoCA
While MASS MoCA has seen impressive
have done so specifically to be a part of the
results in filling its commercial space, that
campus environment, and might otherwise
stands in contrast to the situation in other
not have looked to locate in North Adams.
“Many of our tenants are here because
they like being here with MASS MoCA,”
he said, pointing out that lease rates there
Lickety Split
are 20-to-30-percent higher than comparable
Monument Square
space in other downtown locations.
Morse-Field, Sarah, Esq.
“I’m a free-marketer,” Thompson added,
North Adams Partnership
“but we don’t want to – and don’t try to –
Northern Berkshire District Court
poach from downtown.”
The Nutrition Center
Smallwood agreed, noting that his recruitSawyer LLC
ment efforts have focused on attracting new
Siracusa Associates Behavioral Health
businesses to the city rather than luring those
Skin Envy
already there. “We like to poach from other
Social Security Administration
areas, but are not looking to do that here,”
Storey Publishing
he said.
Subway Sandwich Shop
In fact, with MASS MoCA’s space esTaskin, Richard, Esq.
sentially filled, other downtown commercial
Tunnel City Coffee
properties are now capturing some of the
White Birch Wellness
overflow.“I spend time every week getting
Zorcon LLC

inquiries [from prospective tenants],” said
Smallwood. “And, now that we are full, these
inquiries are being referred to other commercial property owners in the city.” Of these
referrals, he added, “at least a half-dozen have
been successfully landed by others.”
continued on next page
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The Leu Building (also known as the Phoenix Mill) at the corner of Marshall and West Main streets was purchased by MASS MoCA with the idea of razing the structure and converting the property to a green parklike space that would connect the adjacent MASS MoCA campus (visible beneath the overpass) with other downtown attractions. Those plans were put on hold when a major grant application for the project was
turned down, and the building may ultimately be used by MASS MoCA for additional commercial lease space. In the immediate future, however, the site will host a variety of pop-up retail shops, food trucks and
other activities as part of the North Adams Exchange, a new initiative this summer in collaboration with the city and others to draw more museum visitors downtown.
continued from previous page
Thompson said this recent dynamic is a
satisfying manifestation of MASS MoCA’s
community development mission. “Nothing
warms our hearts more than to make a referral and then see that the tenant is landed,”
he said.

“Quickening pulse”

It also speaks to what Thompson sees
as an important stage in the city’s ongoing
revitalization efforts.
While noting that “there have been successive waves of consolidation and diversification
in our economy” that have included some
setbacks as well as positive steps forward,
Thompson said there is a different vision of the
city taking shape, especially among a younger
cohort who see North Adams as a “micro city”

that offers the advantages of urban living and
has housing that is affordable.
“I’m so excited by what I feel is a quickening pulse in North Adams,” he said. “I detect
a trend of more and more people looking at
great values in North Adams and deciding
to become part of the community.”
He said that trend is poised to continue
– driven by a number of significant developments that are taking shape, such as
the ongoing transformation of the former
Cariddi Mill into a multi-faceted commercial complex known as Greylock Works;
the re-imagining of a 1950s-era motel into
Tourists, an updated-yet-retro lodging experience slated to open this summer; and other
proposed attractions that are in the early planning stages (including two separate projects
proposed by Thomas Krens).

Collaborate
engineering
architecture
civil/survey
planning

While these activities and other factors
more active in promoting the region’s growmay bring a modest but measurable influx of
ing status as a destination and making it
new people to the city over time, Thompson
easier for visitors to take in the wide range
pointed out that there are also important
of attractions over a multi-day stay.
trends taking shape in terms of those who
One such initiative, known as ArtCountry,
are simply coming to visit.
was unveiled earlier this year as a collabora“Something very interesting has been haption between MASS MoCA, the Clark Art
pening over the past few years,” he said, referInstitute, the Williams College Museum
ring to the region’s growing status as a major
of Art, the Williamstown Theatre Festival
cultural destination and
and the Bennington
There will be special
the effect that is having
Museum. They are
on visitation.
nighttime illumination of working together to
“Ten years ago, beand promote
the MASS MoCA clocktower highlight
fore Sol LeWitt and
the cultural assets of the
before the Clark [Art and downtown steeples that region through collabInstitute] expansion,
will create a unique visual orative programming,
many visitors to this
joint ticket offers and
effect for the city center.
region would come
a unified approach to
“This will be from dusk
as day-trippers and
attracting visitors to
then high-tail it back
on,” said Thompson. “You the region (for more
to where they came
information, go to arthave to stay around [into country.org).
from,” Thompson said.
“That’s becoming in“ArtCountry is just a
the evening] to see it, so it
creasingly difficult to encourages people to linger.” start,” said Thompson.
do. It’s really impos“There’s all kinds of
sible to see all of what you want to see in
cross-marketing and collaborating that we
a day.”
can do to bring new people to the region.”
That dynamic, he said, is driving a signifiWhile cross-marketing among the region’s
cant increase in overnight or multi-day visits
established cultural attractions is relatively
which, in turn, generates additional visitor
new, Thompson said that MASS MoCA has
spending and economic impact.
been engaging in a different type of cross“The jump from day-tripper to overnight
marketing between audiences for various
– or from overnight to adding an extra night
aspects of its own programming.
– has huge economic consequences,” said
“We are becoming more successful at
Thompson. “We’ve begun to see that, and I
cross-pollinating between our music festivals
think there’s more to come.”
and our museum programming,” he said.
He noted that MASS MoCA and other
He explained that the growth over the past
nearby cultural venues are also becoming
several years of its three music festivals –

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY • POWNAL, VT

C

ustom-built office building by contractor-owner with good rental history,
good traffic, and high visibility on Route 7. Two story, flexible space,
currently five units on first floor and three units on the second floor. Workshop
outbuilding. Parking for 50 and 6.6 acres. $295,000

50 depot st dalton ma 01226 413 684 0925
44 spring st adams ma 01220 413 743 0013
www.hillengineers.com
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We know why you’re here.
And we’re here for the same reasons.

The Berkshires
More than a place. It’s a way of life. We get it.
,W·VDVHWRIYDOXHVH[SHULHQFHVDQGTXDOLWLHVWKDWIXOÀOO
<RXUÀQDQFLDODGYLVRUVVKRXOGHPERG\WKHVHVDPHDWWULEXWHV
It’s why we’re here. We’re here with you.
And for you..
&RQWDFW*DU\06FKLII0DQDJLQJ'LUHFWRURI2FWREHU0RXQWDLQ
)LQDQFLDO$GYLVRUVDWWKHQXPEHUEHORZ
+HFDQKHOSDQVZHUTXHVWLRQV\RXPD\KDYHDERXW\RXU
ÀQDQFLDOSODQVDQGJRDOV

orion Howard, owner of Bright Ideas Brewing, raises a glass to the late afternoon sun on a Friday in early
May. The craft brewing operation and associated taproom, on the ground level of Building 2 on the MASS
MoCA campus, have been popular with museum visitors and local residents since opening in April 2016.

103 West Park Street
Lee, MA 01238
(413) 243-4331

Solid Sound, FreshGrass and Bang on a
and food trucks on the Leu property,”
Can – has drawn thousands of people to the
Thompson said, referring to a commercial
region who may have never heard of MASS
building and lot that MASS MoCA owns at
MoCA or North Adams.
the prominent corner of Marshall and West
“A lot of visitors to our festivals are
Main streets.
here for the music and may not know what
That property, which abuts MASS MoCA’s
MASS MoCA is,” he said. “When they
campus just to the north, had earlier been
arrive, we work hard to keep our galleries
earmarked for conversion into a pedestrian
open late and offer special ticket pricing to
park that would connect with downtown
the museum.”
and other attractions planned for the nearby
This, he added, has resulted in return visWestern Heritage State Park.
its to the museum and
“We thought about
“It’s a push-pull project,” tearing that down and
northern Berkshires by
many of these festivalThompson said. “We can creating a green space
goers, which has helped push, but it also takes pull.” with sight lines opened
push annual attendance
up between our campus
above the 160,000 mark. “A lot of people who
and downtown,” Thompson said. That plan
were introduced to MASS MoCA through
was back-burnered when MASS MoCA’s apour music festivals end up coming back,”
plication for grant funds was turned down.
he said. “It’s a powerful dynamic.”
“Maybe that’s a good thing,” said Thompson, noting that the 20,000-square-foot buildNorth Adams Exchange
ing may ultimately be used to expand MASS
That dynamic will play out again, as noted
MoCA’s commercial leasing capacity. “In
above, with the convergence of the Building
short, we’re going to drag our feet on that
6 opening and the return of alt-rock favorproject and see which way the winds blow.”
ites Wilco and other performers at the Solid
But for this summer, he added, the property
Sound Festival.
will become “a cluster of food and retail” that
With this influx of visitors, Thompson said
will help funnel museum visitors the short
that MASS MoCA is expanding its efforts
distance from MASS MoCA to Main Street.
to spread the economic impact deeper into
“I like to point out to people that, from our
downtown. “We’re trying to ramp it up,” he
parking lot, it’s closer to get to downtown
said. “We’re going to experiment this summer
than to our lobby,” said Thompson.
with some new things and give people more
With NAX and other initiatives, Thompson
good reasons to wander downtown.”
said, the goal is “make sure our visitors know
Key among these, he said, is the North
of all the good reasons to go downtown.”
Adams Exchange – or “NAX” – which
The impact of these efforts will be
features several new attractions in and
bolstered, he added, as the city and other
around downtown that are being staged in
businesses continue to step up to make
collaboration with the city, local merchants
downtown more inviting and appealing to
and others.
the museum’s visitors.
For example, there will be special night“It’s a push-pull project,” he said. “We
time illumination of the MASS MoCA
can push, but it also takes pull.”◆
clocktower and the prominent downtown
steeples by the Chicago-based collective
Luftwerk that will create a unique visual
effect for the city center. “This will be from
dusk on,” said Thompson. “You have to
stay around [into the evening] to see it, so it
encourages people to linger.”
MASS MoCA is also expanding its existing
“sound art” installations with some additional
new works at other downtown locations.
Visitors at MASS MoCA will be provided
with a printed map so they can discover and
experience these aural attractions.
“We are also adding pop-up retail tents

www.octobermountainfa.com

greylockglass.com

Member SEC, FINRA SiPC

There's an art
to successful
meetings.
•
CUTTING EDGE A/V
+ SURROUND SOUND
•
OUTDOOR HEATED
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•
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231 RIVER STREET, NORTH ADAMS, MA 01247
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berkshire gateway jazz weekend

Historic church takes center stage as venue for collaborative event

By John Townes
In addition to bringing high-caliber music
and enlivening the social scene in Lee, the
annual Berkshire Gateway Jazz Weekend has
also been setting the tempo for economic and
cultural revitalization in the town’s central
business district.
The festival, scheduled this year for June
16-17, has grown to become a prominent
event that attracts residents as well as jazz
aficionados who come from further afield.
It features indoor headline concerts in the
Lee Congregational
Church, also known
as the Lee Meeting
House, at 25 Park Place.
In addition, there are
free “Jazz in the Park”
performances, an art
festival, vendors and
other activities in the
adjacent park and along
Main Street during the
festival.
The name of the
event refers to the
phrase “Gateway to
the Berkshires,” which
is used to describe Lee
as the point of entry
for many visitors who
enter the county from the Massachusetts
Turnpike.
Over the years, Lee has maintained the
traditional New England character that many
visitors come to the Berkshires to experience.
The historic church and adjacent park is a
familiar landmark, greeting visitors with a
scene that epitomizes those qualities.
For a long time, however, Lee was overshadowed in terms of attracting tourists and
other visitors by its better known neighbors
such as Stockbridge, Lenox and Great Barrington. In recent years, as part of overall
revitalization strategies, Lee has been working to better capitalize on its location and the
traffic that goes through the town.
®
“As a gateway, it makes sense for economic
development to include ways to make Lee a
destination that people come to, rather than
just a place they drive through,” said Richard Vinette, a founder and board member of
Berkshire Gateway Jazz Weekend.
Since its debut in 2012, the annual festival
has had an important role in drawing visitors
to the town, according to Vinette, an attorney
who was formerly the longtime director of
the Lee Community Development Corporation (CDC),
The weekend festival is sponsored
by Berkshire Gateway Jazz, which is an
umbrella organization for a collaboration

between the Lee Chamber of Commerce, the
Berkshires Jazz (www.berkshiresjazz.
Berkshire Gateway Preservation Inc., and
org) is a nonprofit organization whose
Berkshires Jazz Inc.
mission is to support
“We’re on the verge of
This year marks a
and encourage jazz
new transition to a more
in the county by preexpanding it as a truly
formal partnership with
senting performances
year-round venue.”
Berkshires Jazz, which
and music educational
has become the sponsor for the headline
programs and other related activities.
concerts. The Lee Chamber of Commerce
Berkshires Jazz has worked with the
and Berkshire Gateway Preservation are
Gateway Jazz Weekend since the beginning,
primarily responsible for the overall event
according to Ed Bride, chair of Berkshires
Jazz. “We’ve collaborated on an off over the
and outdoor activities.

NEW HOTEL
NOW OPEN!

The Lee Congregational Church will again
host the headline concerts for the Berkshire
Gateway Jazz Weekend, June 16-17, including
an Ella Fitzgerald Centennial Celebration
featuring vocalist Wanda Houston and the
Vermont Jazz Center Big Band, and a
reunion concert with The New Black
Eagle Jazz Band and guitarist Duke Robillard. This annual festival is part of a growing
schedule of concerts and other events that
are helping to support the church’s
upkeep while also generating
economic activity in
downtown Lee.
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years in various ways,” said Bride. “This year,
the festival is handing off the production and
ticketing for the headliner shows to us on a
permanent basis.”
Bride explained that the Gateway Jazz
Festival will benefit by having a jazz-oriented
organization handling that responsibility.
The arrangement also augments the overall
mission of Berkshires Jazz, which sponsors
the annual Pittsfield CityJazz Festival. This
larger event, held over two weeks in October,
includes a “jazz crawl” with performers at
various venues in the
city, a headliner weekend of concerts featuring prominent and
rising jazz musicians,
and a Jazz Prodigy
Concert, featuring a
selected young local
musician with notable
potential.
Bride said the formal
partnership with the
Gateway Jazz Weekend also reflects an
expansion of Berkshires Jazz to include
events throughout the
county.
“For us, this will also
complement the Pittsfield CityJazz Festival
as an additional annual event,” said Bride.
“Together, they also bookend each other, as
major jazz events just before and after the
summer season.”

For meetings
from 2 to 50, we’re
here for you – with
a selection of
comfortable and
fully equipped
function rooms.

The Berkshire Gateway Jazz Festival was
started during a notable period of transition
in Lee, which has led to a cumulative mix
of businesses and attractions.
On the downside, the Lee CDC, which
long had a prominent role in local economic
development, had to suspend most of its
operations and eliminate its staff due to a
lack of funding.
However, in its last period of activity under
Vinette’s leadership, the CDC supported a
confluence of separate initiates which were
bringing new activity to the town center.
One notable project was the purchase and
redevelopment of the Bookless Block, a
commercial building on Main Street by the
College Internship Program (CIP).
CIP started in Lee, and subsequently
established branches around the country. It
is a business that provides a comprehensive
transition program for young adults on the
Autism Spectrum and others with learning
differences. Its programs offer preparation
for secondary education, employment and
independent living.
In addition to providing offices and space
for its own programs, CIP’s founder and
owner, Dr, Michael McManmon, wanted to
use the building for community and cultural
activities. When redeveloping the building
he created the Good Purpose Gallery and the
Starving Artist Cafe as connected adjacent
spaces there. These have become a popular
gathering spot and site of programs and art
exhibits.
He also purchased the former St. George’s
Church around the corner and converted that
into a venue for live performances and meetings, called the Spectrum Playhouse.
The CDC worked with CIP to support the
project including a state grant for related
downtown improvements through a MassWorks Infrastructure grant from the state’s
Executive Office of Housing and Economic
Development. The funding of the improvements leveraged over $4 million in private
investment.
“We developed a plan for improvements
to that section of the east side of Main
Street,” explained Vinette. “That included
constructing a new parking lot and upgrad-
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ing the area behind Jazz festival’s headline concerts the town’s Meeting
the buildings on Main
House and it continues
The 6th annual Berkshire Gateway to be the site of comStreet with walkways
which tied all these Jazz Weekend, June 16-17, will include munity dinners, blood
a Friday night Ella Fitzgerald Centennial drives, meetings for
things together.”
At the same time, Celebration to mark the 100th anniversary local groups and other
another nearby need of the legendary singer’s birth. Popular activities. In addition,
and opportunity coinci- vocalist Wanda Houston will perform a the church property
dentally emerged about tribute to Fitzgerald, with the Vermont includes the familiar
Jazz Center Big Band, a 16-piece en- town park (which is
a block away.
Vinette explained semble of area professionals, directed by named Church Park) at
that the members of Rob Freeberg.
the intersection of Main
Saturday night will feature a reunion and Park streets.
the Lee Congregational
Church faced the pros- concert with The New Black Eagle Jazz
Berkshire Gate pect of major expenses Band and guitarist Duke Robillard. In way Preservation Inc.
for ongoing upkeep 2009, the Black Eagles teamed up with ( l e e m e e t i n g h o u s e .
and projects that would Robillard for a recording called “Nothing com) was formed to
be required to main- But The Blues.” They will be perform- facilitate the church’s
tain the condition and ing together for the first time since then preservation. It is an instructural integrity of exclusively for the festival.
dependent 501c3 nonBoth concerts are at 8 p.m. General profit organization.
the historic building.
The congregation was admission to each is $25 in advance and
Its overall mission
concerned that it would $30 at the door. Tickets can be purchased is the preservation of
not have the financial online at berkshiregatewayjazz.org or at historic structures in
local outlets including the Lee Chamber downtown Lee, and
resources for this.
“They asked us to of Commerce Info Booth, Lee Congre- to use these facilities
help them to brain- gational Church, or at Wood Bros. Music for quality performstorm ideas that would in Pittsfield.
ing arts and education
Updated information on other perfor- programs.
enable them to preserve
the church building,” mances and events during theweekend
“Our purpose is to
said Vinette. “After festival will be released in local media support historic prestouring the building, I and on the event’s website (www.berk- ervation throughout
was blown away. It’s shiregatewayjazz.org).
downtown, but right
a beautiful space. That
now our principal focus
led to the idea of utilizing the building as a
is on the church so it can be sustained for
performance center.”
the long run,” said Garth Story, president of
This would create an additional source
Berkshire Gateway Preservation.
of revenue, while also helping the town’s
The congregation continues to own and
economy and maintaining the church as a
use the property for its services and manage
community resource, said Vinette.
other activities there. Berkshire Gateway
The building can seat 350 people. Vinette
Preservation’s role is to serve as a resource
noted that cellist Yo-Yo Ma chose to make
to foster the use of the church for perfora recording there because of the qualities of
mances, and to work with the congregation
its interior acoustics.
on its maintenance. It pays the congregation
for use of the facility.
Preservation project
In addition to bringing in revenue from
The church, which is listed on the National
concerts and other uses, Berkshire Gateway
Historic Register, was built in 1857. It has the
Preservation is exploring grants and other
tallest wooden pegged post-and-beam steeple
funding sources.
in New England at 195 feet. The sanctuary
“We’re assisting the congregation to susfeatures a prominent historic example of the
tain the building,” said Story. “It’s a beautiful
“trompe l’oeil” (fool the eye) style of paintand unique structure. There’s even a lighting across its ceiling and upper walls. Other
house in the steeple, though it’s a mystery
unique features are the hand-wound steeple
why that’s there.”
clock, an early Hook & Hastings pipe organ,
Story said the church is structurally sound.
and the original gas light fixtures that, now
The congregation repainted it about five years
electrified, are still in use today.
ago, and there was also work done in recent
The building is also a significant comyears on the steeple.
munity resource as a center for political and
He noted, however, that it will require
social life as well as worship. It was originally
significant renovations over time. “For ex-

ample, there is lot of corrosion in the steel
posts in the cellar,” Story said. “Engineers
tell us that will have to be fixed within the
next 10 years. We’re currently working on
trying to get grants for that.”
Vinette, who lives in Lanesboro, said the
Gateway Jazz Weekend was established to
raise the profile of the church as a venue, and
also to draw people to the town.
“We wanted to create a specific event
there to showcase it,” said Vinette. “I’m a
jazz person, so I proposed that.”
With the Berkshire Gateway Jazz Weekend established, the goal is to promote the
church’s use for cultural activities throughout
the year, and include diverse musical genres
and other types of performances.
On International Jazz Day on April 30, La
Voz de Tre with Paul McCandless performed
there. Other recent shows have included
Sonny and Perley with Nate Giroux and Lou
Pappas on May 5. Another show on May
13 featured Jack Waldheim & the Criminal
Hearts, performing a fusion of blues, slam
poetry and other genres.
“We’re on the verge of expanding it as a
truly year-round venue,” said Vinette.u
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The Pittsfield Cooperative Bank opened in 1889 intent on empowering our neighbors
to build a better community. Savings and investment products were designed to benefit
the customers long-term and lending decisions were made with great thought by honest,
local bankers.
They still are.
Today, The Co-op is staffed by 48 people who not only live and work in the area, they’ve
dedicated most of their lives to the region. And — because of the way we conduct
business — this little known bank in the heart of the Berkshires is one of the best
capitalized lenders in the entire Commonwealth.
While that’s not the kind of stuff that makes headlines… it sure is comforting to bank with
someone you know and trust.
Pittsfield
70 South St.
(413) 447-7304

Pittsfield
110 Dalton Ave.
(413) 395-9626

www.pittsfieldcoop.com

Dalton
431 Main St.
(413) 684-1551
Member FDIC & SIF

Gt. Barrington
325 Main St.
(413) 528-2840
Equal Housing Lender

