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388 Ventures building hospitality portfolio in Lenox

Russell Lange (left) and Seth Johnson (right), co-founders of 388 Ventures, are joined by Tom Drauschak, the fi rm’s head of development, outside the Rookwood Inn on Old Stockbridge Road in Lenox, where they 
were working on a new porch for the building on a Sunday in early May. The same property is shown below just a few weeks later in late May featuring the new porch as well as fresh paint, paving and other improve-
ments to prepare it for the arrival of guests this summer. The Rookwood is one of three hospitality properties in Lenox that Lange and Johnson purchased in March for a combined sales total of more than $5.5 million. 

BY JOHN TOWNES
In a refl ection of larger changes occurring in the Lenox 

hospitality market, three local inns have been purchased 
by a single start-up real estate investment fi rm based in 
New York, 388 Ventures.

The principal partners in 388 Ventures are Seth John-
son and Russell Lange. They acquired the inns as Lenox 
Collection LLC in three separate off-market transactions.

They initially purchased the Church Street Inn at 16 
Church St. on March 15. Two weeks after that, the fi rm 
purchased the Birchwood Inn at 7 Hubbard St. and the 
Rookwood Inn at 11 Old Stockbridge Rd.

The overall portfolio encompasses 65 rooms and suites, 
a restaurant, bar and various public areas. The total pur-
chase price of all three properties was over $5.5 million.

In conjunction with the acquisitions, 388 Ventures has 
entered into a management agreement with Life House, a 
New York-based, venture-backed and vertically integrated 
hotel brand, management and software company. Life 
House will manage the three Lenox inns.

continued on page 16
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Take-home kits put useful 
info in job-seekers’ hands  

BY BRAD JOHNSON
Job fairs can be an effective way for job-

seekers to connect with employers to learn 
what they are looking for and what they 
have to offer.

The pandemic altered that process by put-
ting a halt to in-person job fairs and shifting 
them to the digital realm, such as a virtual job 
fair held by the MassHire Berkshire Career 
Center on April 27. This approach made it 
easier for some job-seekers to “attend” by 
eliminating the need to travel to a physical 
location, but presented barriers for others 
without ready Internet access.

And, while the return of in-person job fairs 
may be on the not-too-distant horizon, both 
formats ultimately have a pool of potential 
job-seekers who for one reason or another 
are unable to attend.

In an effort to resolve these barriers, the 
Berkshire Athenaeum, Pittsfi eld’s public 
library, is putting together take-home job-fair 
kits for individuals seeking employment and/
or job-searching tips.

“We want to try to replicate the kind of 
materials people would bring home from a job 
fair,” said Alicia Hyman, outreach librarian 
at the Athenaeum.

Those materials may include brochures or 
fl yers provided by participating employers 
with information about their business or 
organization and about employment op-
portunities there. The kits may also include 
some of the “swag” given out at live job 
fairs, such as notebooks, pens, stress balls 
or key chains.

Hyman noted that the kits will also include 
a booklet of job-seeking tips provided by 
MassHire Berkshire Career Center, which 
is assisting with coordination and promotion 
of the project.

“They have been tremendously supportive 
of this,” Hyman said, noting that they have 

helped get word out to employers about 
participating in the project and are even 
providing the reusable tote bags that will 
used for the job-fair kits.

Melanie Herzig, business services repre-
sentative at the Career Center, described the 
job-fair kits as “a great idea” and one that the 
Career Center was very happy to support.

“Alicia reached out to me to see if we were 
interested in coordinating this, and I was 
immediately excited about it,” said Herzig.

Hyman said the idea for the kits came 
from an article she read in library journal 
about a public library in Texas that had done 
a version of job kits during the pandemic. 
“When I read that, I thought it was something 
that we could do here that would benefi t the 
community,” she said.

Hyman herself is relatively new to the 
community, having moved here from New 
York City earlier this year to begin her 
new position at the Athenaeum. “I’ve been 
here three months,” she said in a late May 
interview.

She noted that the library’s last outreach 
librarian had left just before the pandemic 
in early 2020, and that she had applied for 
the opening as part of her own job search 
after earning a master’s degree in library 
and information science.

During the pandemic, the library has 
moved through various stages of reduced 
operations – from complete shutdown at the 
start to gradual reopening for limited services 
and hours. As of June 1, however, it has fully 
reopened (along with other city offi ces).

Hyman said that, in addition to “day-to-
day library stuff” her position also includes 
a number of other less mundane activities. “I 
get to work on some really cool programs,” 
she said. Among these are the Athenaeum’s 

“library of things” in which a wide range of 
non-book items are available for checkout, 
and its “seed library” which got started in 
April in time for the growing season.

“It’s my job to make community connec-
tions,” she said. “That’s what this [job-fair 
kit] project is all about.”

Hyman noted that she would continue 
reaching out to area business through the 
month of June and would then begin com-
piling the material provided by participating 
employers into the actual kits.

“We’re starting out with 25 bags, with the 
potential to do more,” she said.

Although that part of the project may be 
completed by the time this article is published, 
Hyman encouraged employers interested in 
participating to contact her at alicia@pitts-
fi eldlibrary.org or 413-499-9480 ext. 202.

Once the kits are compiled, Hyman 
said outreach to job-seekers would begin. 
“When we get closer to the kits being ready, 
MassHire will help get the word out to job-
seekers about their availability,” she said, 
noting that they expect to start handing out 
the kits on June 28.

The Athenaeum will also make its patrons 
aware of the kits. “We will have one bag 
displayed in a high-visibility location in the 
library,” Hyman said.

While the concept arose in response to the 
pandemic, Hyman said she believes job-fair 
kits can also play a role even after the health 
crisis has receded. “I can see the possibility 
that these will still be relevant,” she said.

Herzig agreed, noting that actual job 
fairs can only go so far in bringing em-
ployers and job-seekers together. “I think 
these [job-fair kits] are a unique new way 
of reaching people looking for tips on job 
seeking,” she said.u

Alicia Hyman, outreach librarian at the Berkshire Athenaeum, displays some of the informational material and 
promotional items provided by area employers for inclusion in job-fair kits that will be available to people 
seeking employment. “We want to try to replicate the kind of materials people would bring home from a 
job fair,” says Hyman, who initiated the project in coordination with the MassHire Berkshire Career Center.
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QUICK BUSINESS QUESTIONNAIRE:
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yourself?
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pay all of my expenses   
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Couple targeting lovers of 
good food with Sibaritas

BY JOHN TOWNES
The desire to operate a restaurant of their 

own has led Megan and Ronald Gomez to 
purchase the former Elizabeth’s in Pittsfi eld 
from Tom and Elizabeth Ellis.

Their new cafe, Sibaritas, (413-448-8244 
or sibaritascafe.com) opened in mid-June 
at 1264 East St. It is open 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
seven days a week.

Megan Gomez described Sibaritas as a 
fast-casual restaurant that serves breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. It features Mediterranean 
and Latin items, but the menu will also be 
eclectic. “Rather than limiting ourselves to 
a particular type of cuisine, our goal is to 
serve quality food quickly,” she said. “The 
name Sibaritas in Spanish means a lover of 
food, who appreciates well-prepared food 
with quality ingredients.”

Customers place their orders at the counter. 
There is also an option for them to order 
from their tables by scanning a QR code on 
their phones, which opens up a menu, with 
the food brought to the table. Food can also 
be ordered on a takeout basis.

Gomez said that, while Sibaritas is designed 
to enable people to order and eat quickly, 
they also emphasize personalized service.

“We have a different approach to the fast-
casual format,” she said. “It’s largely self-
service, but we’re also attentive to the needs 
of customers. If we see that someone hasn’t 
gotten their own tableware yet, we’ll bring it 
to them. And we’ll take the time to introduce 
ourselves if customers want to talk.”

They also encourage an atmosphere 
where people can spend time, similar to a 
coffeehouse.

“Some people want to get their meal and 
leave in a short amount of time,” she said. 
“However, if people want to relax or socialize 
or work on their computer they’re welcome 
to. Personally, I’d love to see people come 
in and read a newspaper here.”

Gomez said prices range from $3 to $12 for 
breakfast items. They include muffi ns, crois-
sants, homemade granola with Greek yogurt 
and fresh fruit, waffl es, Joey (homemade spicy 
sausage, fried egg and cheese on waffl e toast), 
potato tortilla with egg and other items.

Lunch items are from $5 to $12, and din-
ners are from $5 to $19. Among other items 
these include soup, gazpacho, salads, and a 
selection of fl atbreads. They also offer pasta 
dishes, in which the customer can choose a 
type of pasta and a selection of sauces and 
add-on ingredients.

They have a wine and beer license and 
sell a selection of artisanal beers. There is 
also a coffee bar.

Megan was born in Pittsfi eld and grew up 
in Hillsdale, N.Y. Ronald lived in Ecuador 
and Chile before moving to the Berkshires. 
Both have worked steadily in restaurants.

“We have long backgrounds in the res-
taurant business,” Gomez said. “We wanted 
to have our own restaurant and had talked 
about it for several years. However, we were 
comfortable in our jobs and didn’t want to 
jump into anything.”

That changed when the place they most 
recently worked, No. 6 Depot Roastery & 
Cafe in West Stockbridge, temporarily closed 
last year due to the COVID pandemic. “We 
had the time to make plans and we decided to 
give a year’s notice at No. 6 Depot and start 
looking at sites for a restaurant,” she said.

They initially looked in southern Berkshire 
County and Lee. “Our fi rst instinct was to 
be in south county,” said Gomez. “Then our 
realtor showed us this property.”

Elizabeth’s was a popular restaurant which 
had been operating for 33 years in an indus-
trial commercial area near the former General 
Electric complex. The previous owners had 
placed it on the market after closing it during 
the pandemic.

“It was a good, manageable size for our 
fi rst restaurant,” said Gomez. “At fi rst I was 
hesitant because the location seemed a little 
out of the way for a restaurant. However, 
we’d eaten at Elizabeth’s in the past and 
enjoyed it. Also, one day we sat in the car 
there for several hours to observe the traffi c. 
I was surprised at how many cars went by.”

They made an offer in April and after the 

closing began renovation and conversion to 
the new restaurant, which has about 2,000 
square feet on two fl oors. The $155,000 
purchase price for the property was fi nanced 
by Lee Bank.

“The building is in good shape and was 
basically suited to our needs, so there was not 
a lot of structural work required. It mainly 
needed updating, and other adaptations,” she 
said. “Also, after being closed for a year, it 
required a major cleaning.”

They added the coffee bar and erected 
some partial walls to visually separate that 
area and made other cosmetic changes.

“We did what I call ‘upcycling’ of the 
furniture,” she said. “We repainted the tables 
and chairs from their old colors to black 
acrylic vinyl. They’re the same furniture but 
they look new. We also found some books 
stored in a back room upstairs, which we 
brought downstairs.”

Sibaritas has nine tables upstairs, and 
another nine which will be downstairs and 
outside. It has a seating capacity of 49 inside 
and about the same number outside, with 
seating on the porch and to the side of the 
building. They are starting with a staff of four.

Gomez said that, while they are focused on 
Sibaritas, they also hope to open other restau-
rants in the future. “Once we’re established 
here, we’ll be open to new opportunities,” she 
said. “We have a lot of ideas for restaurants.”u

Ronald and Megan Gomez have opened Sibaritas at the site of the former Elizabeth’s at 1264 East St. 
in Pittsfi eld, where they are serving eclectic fare for breakfast, lunch and dinner seven days a week.
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BY BRAD JOHNSON
The call is out for artists of all disciplines 

who live or work in North Adams to partici-
pate in a new directory being compiled by 
an organization dedicated to bolstering the 
city’s growing creative community.

And, in the weeks ahead, a similar out-
reach effort will be made to members of the 
broader northern Berkshire business com-
munity to identify those whose goods and/
or services may be in line with the needs of 
the city’s artists.

The two-pronged initiative is being un-
dertaken this summer by the North Adams 
Artist Impact Coalition (AIC), a two-
year-old organization comprised of arts 
organizations, businesses and individual 
artists who are working together to make 

North Adams an attractive place for artists 
to live and work.

According to organizers, their focus is 
on providing resources for artists to live 
and thrive in the northern Berkshires and, 
specifi cally, North Adams. This is being 
done through such programs as regular artist 
meet-ups, a monthly artist newsletter and an 
artist census.

More recently, the scope of their activi-
ties has broadened to include more tangible 
assistance and resources through AIC’s re-
ceipt of a $100,000 grant from the National 
Endowment for the Arts (NEA).

“The funding for a lot of what we’re do-
ing now is coming from the NEA grant,” 
said Molly Rideout, a member of the AIC 
and marketing and fundraising manager 
for Assets for Artists, a department of the 
Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary 
Art (MASS MoCA) in North Adams that 
similarly is focused on support for new and 
existing artists in the region. MASS MoCA 
also serves as fi scal agent for the AIC.

Rideout, who wrote the NEA grant pro-
posal, said the funding is provided through 
the NEA’s “Our Town” program, which 
she described as being about “using arts 
to create larger systemic change within a 
municipality.”

The artist directory and the related busi-
ness directory are aspects of AIC’s broader 
effort to fulfi ll the goals of the Our Town 
program. “Several areas were identifi ed in 
terms of how to increase access to artists and 
increase artists’ access to resources,” Rideout 
said. “The directories are a way to directly 
support the overall initiative.”

Well-connected consultant
The artist and business directories are be-

ing compiled for the AIC by Michelle Daly 
of Daly Arts Consulting, a fi rm that provides 
a range of services on multiple levels to arts 
organizations, community initiatives and 
others (michelle-daly.com).

“The AIC had an RFP out for this [direc-
tory] project,” said Daly. “I responded to the 
RFP at the end of February and was awarded 
the contract in April.

Daly, herself a North Adams resident 
and artist, also brings several years of arts 
administration experience in the region. That 
includes serving as public programs director 
at The Mount in Lenox and director of the 
Berkshire Cultural Resource Center, a project 
of Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts in 
North Adams.

“I have my own relationship with the 
creative community that I am able to draw 
on for this project with the AIC,” she said.

For the artist directory, Daly is currently 
engaged in outreach to artists living or working 
in North Adams to encourage them to partici-
pate in the directory. As part of that, she is also 

Michelle Daly of Daly Arts Consulting (left) works with visual artist Ellen Joffee-Halpern to set up a profi le 
that will be included in a directory of artists living and/or working in North Adams. Daly is holding “offi ce 
hours” under the tent in the MASS MoCA courtyard through July 15 to help artists complete their profi les. 
She will then shift to compiling a related directory of north county businesses that provide goods and ser-
vices to artists. Both directories are part of a broader initiative of the North Adams Artist Impact Coalition.

Initiative also includes outreach 
to north county businesses that 
offer goods, services to artists

New directory project looks to raise 
profi le of North Adams-based artists
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providing one-on-one assistance to artists to 
create their online profi les for the directory.

Daly and Rideout explained that the AIC 
is using an existing artist database platform 
known as Creative Ground as the basis for the 
North Adams directory.

Administered by 
the New England Fed-
eration for the Arts, 
Creative Ground (cre-
ativeground.org) is a 
free online directory 
that includes profi les for cultural nonprofi ts 
like libraries and theaters, creative businesses 
like recording studios and design agencies, 
and artists of all disciplines including visual 
arts, performing arts and crafts.

Rideout noted that many North Adams 
artists already have their profi les on Creative 
Ground. The AIC initiative is focused on 
getting those who are not already posted to 
complete their own profi les.

“The nice thing about Creative Ground is 
that it is intended for all of New England,” 
she said, adding that the profi les provide 
visibility for artists throughout the region, 
which can lead to new opportunities for work 
and collaboration.

To help artists set up their profi les, Daly 
has been holding “offi ce hours” under the tent 
in courtyard A at MASS MoCA throughout 
the month of June. Those hours are Tuesdays 
from 4 to 6 p.m.; Thursdays 10 a.m. to noon, 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon.

“The offi ce hours will continue through 
July 15, but there will likely be different 
hours after June 30,” Daly said. “I’m also 
available by appointment – either in person 
or virtually – if the times don’t work for 
some people.” To check on July offi ce hours 
or set up an appointment, contact Daly at 
michelle@michelle-daly.com.

Once Daly has completed her efforts to get 
as many city artists as possible to post their 
Creative Ground profi les, she will work on 
producing the AIC’s directory, which will 
basically be a subset of the Creative Ground 
database.

She noted that the goal of the artist direc-
tory is to help artists fi nd one another, and 
for local business and community members 
to have an easily accessible list of artists to 
search for assistance with new projects.

“It’s another tool other than word of mouth 
to fi nd someone to commission a work,” she 
said. “Also, there are lots of local businesses 
that display artwork [at their places of busi-
ness]. This will make it easier for them to 
fi nd artists and art for that.”

Business directory to follow
Speaking of businesses, once the artist 

directory has been compiled, Daly will 
transition into work on the AIC’s business 
directory.

“It’s going to be more curated,” she said. 
“We’ll be looking to highlight local busi-

nesses offering services to artists that some 
artists may not be aware of.”

This could include anything from hardware 
stores or others that carry products and sup-
plies that artists may need, to professionals 

such as accountants or 
lawyers who can help 
artists with matters 
related to their areas 
of specialty.

It could also include 
property owners or 

managers who have studio space available 
for lease to artists. “That is one of the things 
artists are looking for the most,” Daly noted.

Unlike the artist profi les, which will be 
resident in the AIC’s directory as well and 
the broader Creative Ground database, the 
business directory will only be resident on 
the AIC’s website (artistimpactcoalition.org).

Rideout noted that the directory project 
was envisioned from the start as including 
both the artist and business components. 
“We want to plant the seeds with businesses 
that this can help them to reach an important 
market and audience,” she said.

“It’s an untapped consumer base,” added 

Daly, noting that many artists are open to lo-
cal alternatives to online shopping for goods 
they need – even if the cost is not always the 
lowest. “They tend to be very community 
oriented and appreciate the value of keeping 
dollars local.”

Daly said she will begin outreach to area 
businesses in mid-July and will continue 
through August. Businesses interested in 
participating in the directory can contact her 
at michelle@michelle-daly.com.

Daly and Rideout both acknowledged that 
the geographic specifi city for the directories 
may seem overly self-limiting at fi rst glance.

“We’re creating this North Adams-specifi c 
directory because that fi ts with the AIC’s area 
of focus,” Daly said. “But artists from other 
areas should also do their own profi les on 
Creative Ground to enjoy the same benefi ts 
and exposure on a regional basis.”

Rideout added that, in addition to being 
the AIC’s area of focus, limiting the artist 
directory to North Adams is also in line with 
stipulations of the NEA grant. “The Our 
Town grant calls for this local specifi city 
in the projects,” she said. “We’re not trying 
to split hairs any more than we need to.”u

“We’ll be looking to high-
light local businesses offering 

services to artists that some 
artists may not be aware of.”
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Welcome to btaconline.com
Thank you for visiting the website of Berkshire Trade & 
Commerce – “The Business Journal for Berkshire County.”

Our current issue – July 2021 – is available as a 
downloadable PDF by clicking on the front page icon to the 
left. Other recent issues of BT&C are available to the right.

For information about advertising in Berkshire Trade & 
Commerce, please Contact Us.
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events on or after July 26
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• July 2021
• June 2021
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Is your office copy of Berkshire Trade & Commerce always disappearing 
before you get to finish it?

Did you forget to save a news story or an ad of interest from a past issue?

Do you have associates in other regions who would be interested in 
business and economic news about the Berkshires?

Do you really, really, prefer reading newspapers on your tablet or laptop?

GOOD NEWS! Berkshire Trade & Commerce is always available in its full 
print version as a downloadable PDF by visiting:

www.btaconline.com
If you have questions or comments, please contact us at:

413-662-2002  •  info@btaconline.com
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Berkshire Community College (BCC) has 
added a Food and Beverage Management Cer-
tificate to its hospitality program. Available in 
fall 2021, the Food and Beverage Management 
Certificate is a one-year, 28-credit program that 
prepares students for entry-level positions in 
the food and beverage industry. The program is 
designed to provide students with a basic under-
standing of the hospitality field, food and beverage 
operations, personnel and supervision principles, 
as well as foundations of budgeting, accounting 
and cost controls. The new program is designed for 
recent high school graduates seeking a vocational 
program that will allow them to enter the workforce 
after just one year of training, as well individuals 
working in the food and beverage field who want 
to increase their skills. With this addition, BCC’s 
Hospitality & Culinary Program will now offer 
three career certification options: Food and Bev-
erage Management, Lodging Management, and 
Culinary Arts Management. If desired, students can 
earn an associate degree in the newly consolidated 
Hospitality and Tourism concentration.

Downtown Pittsfield Inc. (DPI) has partnered 
with the Berkshire Environmental Action Team 
(BEAT) to promote the Greening the Gateway 
Cities Program (GGCP) as it enters its final year 
of tree planting in the city. The two organizations 
will work together to evaluate tree health, build 
awareness of what is needed to keep trees healthy, 
and build capacity downtown and in adjacent 
neighborhoods that enables residents to care for 
their trees. The goal of the GGCP is to increase 
the number of trees planted in urban residential 
areas of the Massachusetts Gateway Cities and 
cover 5 percent of target neighborhoods in new 
tree canopy cover. An increase in tree canopy cover 
reduces household heating and cooling energy use 
and provides other benefits such as new habitats 
for wildlife, cleaner air, and increased property 
values. Some 2,892 trees have been planted to date 
in Pittsfield since 2016 as part of the GGCP. As part 
of its partnership with BEAT, DPI has hired two 
Downtown Pittsfield Tree Ambassadors who will 
conduct direct outreach to downtown businesses, 
residents and neighborhoods to provide information 
on planted trees and tree care. They will also install 
“Tree-Via” ornaments that have been designed by 
BEAT to illustrate interesting facts and benefits of 
urban trees. BEAT and DPI are also looking for 
volunteers to serve as Certified Tree Stewards, 
who will collect data that will form the basis of 
an annual Pittsfield Tree Health Check-Up. Those 
interested in volunteering to serve as a Certified Tree 
Steward should email info@downtownpittsfield.
com with “Tree Steward” in the subject line. For 
more information on the program and partnership, 
visit downtownpittsfield.com.

Shaker Museum has been awarded a two-year 
grant of $230,000 from the Henry Luce Founda-
tion. The grant is for the inaugural permanent col-
lection installation – Shaker Belief, Shaker Life, 
Shaker Community – which will be presented at 
the launch of the museum’s new facility in down-
town Chatham, N.Y., currently in development. 
Curated by Maggie Taft, the exhibition will offer a 
kaleidoscopic view of American Shakerism from 
the religion’s founding in the late 18th century 
to its flourishing in the 19th century and decline 
during the 20th. Using selections from Shaker Mu-
seum’s collection, it will explore how Shakerism’s 
radical foundational values of equality, inclusion 
and accessibility were pursued and experienced 
by members of Shaker communities. “Through 
material histories, spiritual practices, and labor 
practices illustrated in Shaker Belief, Shaker Life, 
Shaker Community, we will be able to share the 
beautiful story of Shakerism with broader audi-
ences,” said Shaker Museum Executive Director 
Lacy Schutz. “This exhibit is not only important 
because it is the first and foundational story of 
the Shakers that we as an institution will tell, but 
because it provides salient lessons about creating 
equitable communities in the present and future, 
while celebrating the materiality and spirituality 
of the past.”

The Rotary Club of Pittsfield presented its 
annual Rotary Student Scholarships, Gene Case 
Memorial Scholarship, Paul Harris Fellows 
Scholarships and The Nash Family Scholarship in 
June. Student Scholarship recipients were: Peggy 
Avalle and Amanda Wass, Berkshire Community 
College; Sadiya Quetti, Pittsfield High School; and 
Cooper Goodnow and Allison Slocum, Taconic 
High School. Recipient of the Gene Case Memo-
rial Scholarship was Liliana Hess, Taconic High 
School. Recipient of the Paul Harris Fellows 
Scholarship was Sara Hernandez-Perdomo. The 
Nash Family Scholarship was presented to Ger-
drose Jean Louis and Gerdie Jean Louis, twins 
attending Pittsfield High School

On June 29 from 9 to 10:30 a.m., 1Berkshire 
will hold an in-person Entrepreneurial Meetup, 
hosted by Dave and Colleen Little of Spoon 
inside the Williams Bookstore on Spring Street 
in Williamstown. Attendees can enjoy coffee and 
conversation with other entrepreneurs and hear 
about the entrepreneurial journey that led the 
Littles to launch Spoon (January 2021 BT&C). 
The free event is made possible through the support 
of the Pittsfield Cooperative Bank. Registration 
is required. To register, go to the events calendar 
at 1berkshire.com.

Lee Bank Foundation awarded a total of 
$56,500 to 12 Berkshire-based community orga-
nizations in the foundation’s first 2021 round of 
grants. Recipients were awarded grants ranging 
from $1,000 to $10,000 to support their work on 
social justice issues, environmental conserva-
tion, food and housing security. Included in the 
awards are a series of Arts Access Grants for 
arts and culture organizations to expand ticket 
access for underserved audiences. Recipients 
include: Berkshire Center for Justice, Berkshire 
Community Diaper Project, Berkshire Grown, 
Berkshire Natural Resource Council, Commu-
nity Access to the Arts, Construct, Greenagers, 
and Roots Rising. Arts Access Grants of $1,000 
each were awarded to the Mahaiwe Perform-
ing Arts Center, Norman Rockwell Museum, 
WAM Theater and Berkshire Theatre Group. 
“It was great to see proposals from such a wide 
range of organizations,” said foundation board 
member Jenn Gomez. “We look forward to seeing 
how our awardees put the funds to use to further 
their mission and benefit our community.” Lee 
Bank received more than 40 grant applications 
for its first funding round. Application forms and 
information on future rounds of funding can be 
found on the Community Impact section of Lee 
Bank’s website (www.leebank.com).

For the month of July, First Fridays Artswalk 
will present the first Artswalk of 2021, which 
will encompass a variety of indoor and outdoor 
locations in and around the downtown Pittsfield 
area. Brand new indoor art shows, murals, and 
Artscape’s Pittsfield Paintboxes will be available 
for view on July 2 from 5 to 8 p.m., and all month 
long. All locations and details are listed at www.
FirstFridaysArtswalk.com, and new this year is 
the PocketSights app, which can be downloaded 
to follow a virtual walking tour on a cell phone.

Greylock Federal Credit Union has pub-
lished its first ever Community Impact Report 
in conjunction with its 2020 Annual Report. “As 
a not-for-profit financial cooperative, and Com-
munity Development Financial Institution, we 
recognize our accountability for progress toward 
achieving financial inclusion, and we are committed 
to transparency in how we report these results as 
shown in this new report,” said John Bissell, the 
credit union’s president and CEO. The Community 
Impact Report reflects three areas of focus: design 
and delivery of products and services; inclusion, 
diversity, equity and accessibility efforts; and 
community support through grants and donations. 
According to the report, Greylock Federal made a 
significant difference on the financial well-being 
of its membership with agile product design and 
delivery during the pandemic. Highlights include: 
$4.5 million in special loans were approved to help 
members secure safe and reliable transportation; 
$2.5 million in interest-free emergency loans were 
awarded to area first responders so they could focus 
on their role in fighting COVID-19; 4,000 local jobs 
were supported with over $30.5 million in Pay-
check Protection Program loans; and nearly 4,000 
members got help from Greylock Federal through 
loan deferments during the height of the pandemic. 
The second section of the report outlines the credit 
union’s commitment to what it calls IDEA (inclu-
sion, diversity, equity and accessibility). “With the 
full support of our board, Greylock has pledged 
to open financial access to anyone and everyone 
in the community, regardless of where they come 
from, how they worship, who they choose to love, 
their physical abilities, or even how much money 
they have,” said Bissell. In 2020, Greylock Federal 
joined the African American Credit Union Coalition 
to support advocacy and professional development 
for people of color. It also strengthened its efforts as 
a Juntos Avanzamos credit union by recreating its 
website for Spanish-speaking members and offering 
webinars and financial education classes in English 
and Spanish. The credit union contributed $762,018 
in community grants and donations in 2020. It was 
also recognized as a Pinnacle Company in the 
Berkshire United Way’s workplace campaign 
and as a Platinum level donor with the Northern 
Berkshire United Way. “We refined our grant 
program in 2020,” said Senior Vice President and 
Chief Administrative Officer JamieEllen Moncec-
chi, who manages Greylock Federal’s charitable 
contributions. “We redesigned and streamlined 
the application process on our website so we can 
have the greatest impact based on our determined 
priorities.” The details of the grant process can be 
viewed at www.greylock.org/grants.

BFAIR has expanded its Bottle and Can 
Redemption Center in North Adams with the 
addition of pop-up service at locations in northern 
Berkshire County. The expansion came about 
through BFAIR’s collaboration with the Boston 
College School of Social Work on a project with 
graduate students for spring 2021 as part of its 
Creating and Sustaining Social Enterprises course. 
This course focuses on concepts for revenue-
producing programs in a nonprofit setting to add 
financial stability. Students are involved in basic 
data gathering and analysis, and organize their 
conclusions in a business plan for the enterprise 
effort. A survey was conducted to provide BFAIR 
with information regarding operation of its Bottle 
and Can Redemption Center, which provides 
employment for people with disabilities and give 
residents a way to exchange redeemable bottles 
and cans for cash. The survey data supported an 
expansion of the Redemption Center in the form 
of a pop-up service in coordination with the North 
Adams Housing Authority, Berkshire Hous-
ing and the City of North Adams. The pop-up 
service, which launched in June, gives residents 
the opportunity to redeem or donate bottles at six 
locations in north county on a set schedule. For 
locations and schedule, go to bfair.org.

The MCLA Food Pantry has received a $3,000 
grant from the James and Robert Hardman Fund 
of the Berkshire Taconic Community Founda-
tion. The grant will support the diversification of 
the food pantry’s offerings, including the addition 
of more fresh and perishable food items, one of 
the pantry’s longtime goals. The pantry will also 
purchase carts so guests can pick up pre-packaged 
meals and supplies outside the pantry. Funds will 
also be used to hire student employees to take 
inventory and maintain the pantry’s physical 
space, as well as work on its resource page which 
launched this spring on MCLA’s curriculum soft-
ware, Canvas. Student employees will also restart 
MCLA’s Swipe Out Hunger program, paused due 
to the pandemic, which allows students to donate 
excess parts of their meal plan to redistribute to 
students in need. The MCLA Food Pantry opened 
in 2017 and provides canned goods, prepackaged 
meals, and supplies such as toilet paper and 
cleaning products to MCLA students from its 
location in the Amsler Campus Center. Half of 
MCLA’s students are eligible to apply for a Pell 
Grant, which are available for college students 
who demonstrate extreme financial need. The 
pandemic has provided new challenges for the 
pantry. When MCLA pivoted to remote learning, 
the pantry lost many of its student employees and 
volunteers, and had to restructure their distribu-
tion system to accommodate remote ordering 
and pickup. MCLA’s Director of Civic and 
Community Engagement Spencer Moser said the 
biggest concern has been “decreased and irregu-
lar contact with our students. We are frequently 
alerted to students struggling with basic needs by 
professors or staff, and will work with students 
to provide aid beyond immediate relief.” These 
services include counseling in how to apply for 
SNAP benefits and rental assistance, as well as 
how to access transportation. These are resources 
the pantry hopes to make more accessible with 
the Hardman Fund’s grant by hiring a part-time 
student to refine the pantry’s online resources. 
From September 2020 through March of 2021, 
the pantry served 40 individuals, many of whom 
utilize its services regularly, and gave out 607 
items. To aid students over the extended winter 
break, the pantry partnered with the MCLA Ad-
vancement Office to collect donations from MCLA 
students, staff and alum to institute a Walmart gift 
card program which served 46 MCLA students, 
several of whom applied multiple times to the 
program. For those interested in donating to the 
MCLA Food Pantry, the staff accepts shelf-stable 
items such as pasta and peanut butter, as well as 
non-food items like deodorant and toothbrushes. 
To donate to or access the pantry’s resources, con-
nect with the MCLA Food Pantry on Facebook 
or email Spencer.Moser@mcla.edu.

IS183 Art School of the Berkshires has been 
awarded a $4,100 matching grant for exterior 
work to their home base, the historic Citizens’ 
Hall in Stockbridge, through Preservation 
Massachusetts, in partnership with The 1772 
Foundation. Preservation Massachusetts is the 
statewide nonprofit historic preservation organiza-
tion dedicated to preserving the commonwealth’s 
historic and cultural heritage, and The 1772 
Foundation plays a leading role in promoting 
historic preservation nationwide. “We love our 
building”, said Lucie Castaldo, IS183’s executive 
director. “Citizens’ Hall is the second ‘teacher’ in 
our classes – inspiring students and faculty just 
with its presence. IS183 Art School is a cultural 
institution and supporting visual artists is at the 
heart of our mission. The building is critical to 
our studio-centered programming, and preserving 
this outstanding cultural landmark and the work of 
this talented architect is mission-centric.” Castaldo 
also expressed thanks to Ann and Joe Gallo of 
Tyringham for completing the match for the grant.

The Town of Great Barrington Summer 
Concert Series is again underway, with free con-
certs held on Wednesdays and Fridays from 5:30 
to 7 p.m. in the Gazebo behind Town Hall. The 
series features some of the best local musicians 
in Berkshire County, including performances by 
the Wanda Houston band on July 9, the BTU’S on 
Aug. 20, and Bobby Sweet Band on Friday Aug. 
27. All concerts are weather permitting. For a 
schedule of performers and weather updates, visit 
the Town of Great Barrington Summer Concert 
Series Facebook page. 

The five designated cultural districts of 
Berkshire County have announced the 2021 Art-
Week Berkshires, a festival celebrating the arts 
throughout the county with creative events from 
Sept. 16-26. ArtWeek Berkshires is inspired by 
a former statewide ArtWeek festival, which has 
been discontinued. Despite the cancellation of the 
Massachusetts event, cultural districts in Berkshire 
County agreed to move forward with modified 
2021 plans. The Downtown Great Barrington 
Cultural District, Lenox Cultural District, North 
Adams Cultural District, Upstreet Cultural 
District in Pittsfield and Williamstown Cultural 
District, as well as Art Lenox are collaborating 
on spotlighting Berkshire County’s local creative 
economy, cultural treasures and artistic assets. 
Through this year’s festival, local partners will 
work together to spotlight Berkshire County’s local 
creative economy, cultural treasures, and artistic 
assets. Featured events for ArtWeek Berkshires 
may be submitted by individual artists, informal 
groups, nonprofit organizations or businesses. The 
deadline to submit an ArtWeek Berkshires event 
is Aug. 6, after which inclusion in promotional ef-
forts cannot be guaranteed. Applications received 
by the Aug. 6 deadline receive extra visibility via 
press outreach and marketing materials. There is 
no fee to submit an event, and all are welcome to 
participate. Applications are available at http://bit.
ly/ArtWeekBerkshires.

Berkshire Agricultural Ventures (BAV) 
has announced two new grants to area farms. A 
$3,020 matching grant to Shaker Creek Farm, 
located in Stephentown, N.Y., will expand the 
farm’s pasture-raised poultry enterprise. A $5,000 
matching grant to Smoke & Honey Co., a socially 
and environmentally conscientious beekeeping 
and farm-based business in the Berkshires and 
the Hudson Valley, will advance educational 
programming by providing free hives, bees, and 
beekeeping lessons to aspiring beekeepers of 
color. BAV is a 501c3 nonprofit based in Great 
Barrington dedicated to supporting farm and 
food business development and viability by of-
fering access to technical assistance and nimble 
financing including low-interest loans, grants, and 
other professional resources. For more informa-
tion about BAV or the new grants, visit www.
berkshireagventures.org.

Berkshire Community College (BCC) will be 
offering free college courses to Berkshire County 
high school juniors and seniors this summer and fall. 
The wide variety of available courses includes act-
ing, dance, music, math, conservation and ecology, 
computer programming, cooking and baking, ac-
counting, history, philosophy, and more. Accepted 
students can earn up to six credits in the summer 
and up to 15 credits in the fall. All tuition and fees 
will be waived. Juniors and seniors can place into 
college-level classes with a high school GPA of 
2.7 or higher, or take BCC’s Accuplacer placement 
exam. “The Early College program allows students 
to challenge themselves by experiencing the rigor 
of a college course,” said Elizabeth Lapierre, BCC’s 
coordinator of enrollment services. “As a bonus, 
they experience what it is like to be in a college 
classroom at no cost to their families.” To view 
a full list of courses offered, and to complete a 
registration form, visit www.berkshirecc.edu/
early-college. Registrants must receive approval 
from their high school guidance counselors.

Camp Wagalot, a Stockbridge-based business 
providing daycare and boarding for dogs, is ex-
panding its services to include a first-of-its-kind 
dog pool for the Berkshires. The new 40-by-20-
foot pool is available for clients to use to learn 
to swim, swim for fun, and learn the popular 
competitive sport of dock diving. It will be avail-
able to rent for private time, group “Pool Pawties” 
and as a practice space for dock diving. The pool 
features elevated balcony seating so clients can 
watch their dogs enjoy the pool. The dog pool 
will be ready for use and rentals by the Fourth 
of July holiday. “My staff and I are committed to 
improving the life of every dog that visits Camp 
Wagalot, and the addition of this pool adds yet 
another level of our commitment to happy, healthy 
dogs,” said owner Jennifer Andrews. “Even their 
owners may experience the fun of bonding through 
play-training with their dog in the pool.” Investing 
more than $50,000 in the project, Camp Wagalot 
has also expanded their play area to nearly 30,000 
square feet of dedicated and maintained space. For 
more information, visit www.campwagalot.dog.
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news & notes from the region

The MassHire Berkshire Workforce Board 
(BWB) held its annual meeting on June 10 
virtually via zoom, where it highlighted sev-
eral accomplishments including career readiness 
programming; training in manufacturing, health 
care and hospitality; employer assistance; rapid 
reengagement activities; and more collaborative 
efforts in meeting the demand for highly skilled 
workers. During FY 2021 the BWB leveraged 
over $3.5 million, which assisted 662 employ-
ers, 2,600 job seekers, and 3,400 youth with 
their workforce needs. The board convened the 
Berkshire Skills Cabinet and implemented training 
in health care, manufacturing and hospitality as 
part of its Berkshire Workforce Blueprint. More 
than 120 organizations received labor market 
data from the BWB, which helped to generate 
$1.6 million in new resources. The following 
Workforce Impact Awards were presented at the 
meeting: 2021 Workforce Ambassador – Tony 
Dobrowolski, Berkshire Eagle, for his continued 
advocacy of workforce items and for demonstrat-
ing strong civic value in community journalism; 
2021 Youth Ambassador – Sherwood Guernsey, 
First Congregational Church of Williamstown, 
for igniting and supporting the North County 
YouthWorks program for the past seven years; 
2021 Employer of the Year – Berkshire Health 
Care Systems, Sarah Miller and Susan Choquette, 
for establishing a new blended hybrid nursing 
assistant program during a global pandemic to 
help get people back to work while keeping their 
residents, staff and students safe; 2021 Employer 
of the Year – LTI Smart Glass, Christopher Kapi-
loff and John Lafleur, for being strong supporters 
of the BWB’s manufacturing initiatives and for 
providing on-the-job training opportunities to 
get people back to work; 2021 Youth Champion 
– Taylor Gibeau, Adams Community Bank, for 
assistance in planning, igniting and participating 
in the first Virtual Career Week for area students 
and engaging employers in submitting videos for 
the career readiness library. At the meeting it was 
also noted that the BWB’s employees have been 
working hybrid since April 2020 and will be back 
in the office four days a week starting June 28. 
The MassHire Berkshire Career Center will be 
staffed with a staggered staff on July 12, will be 
open to customers by appointment only beginning 
Aug. 2, and will fully open to the public on Sept. 7.

The Rotary Club of Pittsfield presented the 
2021 Service Above Self Award to seven area 
students at an event held May 13 at Mazzeo’s 
Ristorante. The awards are presented annually by 
the club to students whose volunteer efforts and 
community commitments have shown that they 
exhibit the character true to the mission of Rotary. 
This year’s recipients were Calie Champoux, Lena 
Dupont, Meredith McCandless, Kayla Saunders, 
Sadie Tierney, Saydia Quetti and Keegan Vittum.

Health Together was named the winner of 
Lever’s latest Berkshire Health Technology 
Challenge (BHTC), which concluded with a 
virtual pitch competition before a panel of expert 
judges on June 10. Based in Williamsburg, Health 
Together is a moderated, online peer health com-
munity sold to employers who want to reduce 
healthcare costs and increase well-being by giv-
ing employees and family members a way to find 
support and coaching. The company, co-founded 
by Nicolas Boillot and Diedre Tomlinson, will 
use the $25,000 award to continue working on its 
online health platform. This was the third BHTC 
held by North Adams-based Lever, an economic 
development nonprofit focused on innovation-
driven job creation. These programs have focused 
specifically on health technology companies with 
fundable and scalable business models. Final-
ists spent the past few months working with the 
Lever team, refining their pitches, learning from 
Lever’s network of mentors, and deepening their 
entrepreneurship skills through Lever’s Challenge 
program. “Past BHTC winners and finalists have 
gone on to make their mark on the healthcare 
industry, not only in the Berkshire region, but 
worldwide,” said Brent Filson, Lever’s head of 
innovation. “This year’s finalists were an impres-
sive group with innovations that impact everything 
from testing to patient quality of life.” In addition 
to Health Together, other BHTC finalists were 
CathWear, developer of a medical underwear 
designed for patients struggling with wearing leg 
bags; and Open Standard Industries, developer 
of a reusable, non-valved, elastomeric respirator 
that provides bidirectional filtration that is made 
using local supply chains.

Carr Hardware’s advertising campaign 
featuring the DeWitts, the world’s worst Do-
It-Yourselfers, has won a gold Telly Award for 
2021 in the business-to-consumer category. The 
campaign, created by Clayson Creative, follows 
the Dewitts who are in constant need of help 
from the experts at Carr Hardware for their vari-
ous projects. Their latest videos can be seen at: 
https://shop.carrhardware.com/the-dewitts. The 
Telly Awards are the world’s largest honor for 
video and television content across all screens.

The Retired Senior Volunteer Program of 
Berkshire County (RSVP) has launched Wheels 
for Wellness, a free ride service for county residents 
of all ages who need transportation to wellness-
related activities, including medical and social 
services appointments, fitness classes, therapy, as 
well as transport to vaccine sites. The new service 
builds upon RSVP’s existing van service, which 
specifically serves Pittsfield. “Over the years, we 
have learned that there is a countywide gap in 
transportation, not just for elders, but for others as 
well,” said RSVP Director Jeff Roucoulet. “In our 
Pittsfield program, at first we only brought seniors 
to medical appointments, but we now know that this 
is just a fraction of what’s needed for good health. 
With Wheels for Wellness, we’ve dropped the age 
requirement and included non-medical health-
related transit for our passengers to better assist with 
the county’s needs.” Rides are available between 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, excluding 
major holidays. To schedule an appointment, call 
the Wheels for Wellness hotline at 413-395-0109 
weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Riders must be 
fully ambulatory and able to get themselves in and 
out of the vehicle without assistance. The program 
is a partnership between RSVP and Berkshire 
Community Action Council, Berkshire Fal-
lon Health Collaborative, Community Health 
Programs, Berkshire Interfaith Organizing and 
Berkshire Health Systems.u

Berkshire Community College (BCC)  re-
cently completed a series of five online training 
sessions called Foundations of Opioid Addic-
tion and Recovery, designed for healthcare and 
social services professionals working in southern 
Berkshire County. The training program was made 
possible with a $1 million Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA) grant awarded to 
Rural Recovery Resources, a project created by the 
South Berkshire Opioid Consortium (SBOC). 
The SBOC consists of four funded partners: BCC, 
The Brien Center, Fairview Hospital, and the 
Railroad Street Youth Project. BCC will conduct 
training sessions twice a year for the next three 
years. “With this grant funding and our ability to 
collaborate with Berkshire Community College, 
we will be able to make great strides in tackling 
misinformation and stigma head on,” said Rural 
Recovery Resources Project Manager Gary Pratt. 
“This curriculum will improve the lives of those 
affected by substance use, reduce compassion 
fatigue in the workforce, and help us move toward 
more equitable treatment. The HRSA grant and 
the resources it provides will save lives.” The 
BCC training curriculum focuses on increasing 
knowledge and awareness of substance use dis-
orders, reducing stigma, and helping to provide 
better screening, assessment and referral services 
in southern Berkshire County. Elena Nuciforo, 
BCC’s director of workforce development, noted 
that in addition to creating curriculum for health-
care and social services professionals, BCC and 
Rural Recovery Resources are working together to 
train frontline healthcare providers. “We strongly 
believe that maintaining an effective healthcare 
workforce is not only about acquiring medical 
and patient care skills, but also about having an 
understanding of community health and learning 
about local resources,” Nuciforo said. For more 
information about BCC’s Foundations of Opioid 
Addiction and Recovery training sessions, contact 
Elena Nuciforo at enuciforo@berkshirecc.edu. 
For more information about Rural Recovery 
Resources, contact Gary Pratt at gary@rsyp.org.

Hancock Shaker Village has partnered with 
restaurant entrepreneurs Ellen Waggett and 
Christopher Landy to open Bimi’s Cafe at the 
living history museum in Pittsfield. Led by chef 
Joshua Kelly, Bimi’s Cafe is owned and operated 
by the television production and lighting designer 
husband-and-wife team of Landy and Waggett, 
whose shared passion for delicious food, authentic 
experience, and exceptional service brought them to 
Hancock Shaker Village. Bimi’s Cafe is open daily 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., with additional hours on 
evenings when there are concerts and other public 
events scheduled. Purchasing a ticket to Hancock 
Shaker Village is not required to enjoy the cafe.

SPECIALISTS IN RESIDENTIAL MOVING & WAREHOUSING. 
LOCALLY & WORLDWIDE.

Proudly serving The Berkshires for over 90 years.
QUALITY SERVICE • COMPETITIVE RATES
A Family Owned & Operated Business Since 1923

visit our website at www.castinemovers.com

ICC MC73444
US DOT 058227

OR TOLL FREE

1•800•225•8068413•499•4982

Reality often
astonishes theory.

ELEVATING
YOUR CAREER
STARTS WITH FURTHERING YOUR EDUCATION.

413-662-5409
mcla.edu/mba

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
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people on the move
BFAIR has welcomed 

three new members of the 
Berkshire community to 
the agency’s board of di-
rectors. Dr. Gray Ellrodt, 
former chief of medicine 
and current chief qual-
ity officer at Berkshire 
Medical Center, comes to 
BFAIR with over 30 years 
of experience in the medi-
cal field. Ellrodt joined 
BFAIR’s board of direc-
tors in 2020, and shortly 
thereafter he volunteered 
to co-chair the agency’s 
annual campaign fund-
raiser. Steve Narey, an 
attorney with Donovan, 
O’Connor & Dodig LLP, 
joined BFAIR’s board 
of directors in 2021, and 
serves on its Governance 
and Advocacy commit-
tees. Narey has much 
experience in the human 
service field including 
serving on the board of 
the Massachusetts Down 
Syndrome Congress 
(MDSC). Serving as 
president from 2014 to 
2018, Narey received the 
MDSC’s 2020 Leadership 
Award, which recognizes 
an individual who advo-

cates for disability causes and champions ex-
panded opportunities for individuals with Down 
Syndrome. Laila Boucher joined BFAIR’s board 
in 2021, serving on the Finance and Development 
committees. A Mississippi transplant who moved 
to Berkshire County in 2007, Boucher started her 
banking career as a teller for Adams Community 
Bank and currently is their vice president of 
government banking.

M a u r e e n  W h i t e 
Kirkby, broker-owner of 
Berkshire Hathaway Ho-
meServices Barnbrook 
Realty, was the top selling 
agent in 2020 among real 
estate agents in Berkshire 
County, based on her 
closed-dollar volume of 
MLS sales in excess of 
$40 million. White Kirk-
by, who has been selling 
real estate in the Berkshires for 25 years, leads an 
agency that has offices in Great Barrington, Lenox 
and Pittsfield. Barnbrook Realty was founded in 
1976 and is co-owned by White Kirkby and her 
mother, Mary White. There are now three genera-
tions with the addition of another family member, 
Michael Harrigan, to the Barnbrook team.

Aidan Gilligan has 
been promoted to vice 
president, commercial 
loan officer at Salisbury 
Bank. Gilligan started 
with the bank in 2018, 
and has been working as a 
commercial lender cover-
ing the bank’s Berkshire 
County market. In addition 
to his commercial lending 
responsibilities, he has 

been, and continues to be, instrumental in admin-
istrating the bank’s Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) initiative since the first quarter of 2020.

MOLARI Employ-
ment and HealthCare 
Services has announced 
the promotion of Celeste 
Vegas and the addition 
of Jenipher DiNicola to 
the company’s in-house 
staff. Vegas, who joined 
MOLARI six years ago 
as a receptionist, has been 
promoted to the position 
of accounting specialist. 
She had most recently 
served as payroll and 
accounts receivable as-
sistant. Prior to joining 
the company she worked 
at Kripalu Center for Yoga 
and Health. DiNicola has 
joined the company as ad-
ministrative assistant and 
will provide support to 
staff for both the Employ-
ment and HealthCare di-

visions. She will be responsible for pre-screening 
and initial communications with new applicants, 
carrying out tasks to support day-to-day operations 
and in-house staff. DiNicola previously worked 
as an HR manager for Premium Waters/Ice River 
Springs in Allentown, Penn.

Adams Community Bank has announced the fol-
lowing recent promotions. Elena Tucker has been 
promoted to senior vice president human resources 
and payroll officer. She started at Adams Commu-
nity Bank in 2012 as human resources manager. 
She was promoted to human resources and payroll 
officer in 2014 before becoming vice president in 
2015. Michael Gwozdz has been promoted to vice 
president retail operations. He began his career 
as a teller at South Adams Savings Bank in 2001 
and has since held a variety of positions including 
IRA coordinator, senior operations administrator 
and retail operations officer. Tess Sorrentino has 
been promoted to vice president accounting and 
controller. She began her full-time career at Lenox 
National Bank in September of 2007 as a loan as-
sistant and has held roles as vice president compli-
ance officer, vice president business development, 
and vice president of accounting. Karen Sargent 
has been promoted to assistant vice president and 
branch officer of Lee and Lenox. She joined Adams 
Community Bank in 2019 as the branch manager 
in Lenox and later took on the additional role of 
managing the Lee branch. Jake Dabrowski has 
been promoted to assistant vice president retail 
business development officer. He joined Adams 
Community Bank in 2010 and has transferred from 
managing the Williamstown branch.

Danielle Harriott, 
a nursing student at 
Berkshire Community 
College (BCC) and a Cer-
tified Nursing Assistant 
(CNA) on the surgical 
floor at Berkshire Medical 
Center, has been selected 
as BCC’s honoree for the 
commonwealth’s 29 Who 
Shine program. She and 
her fellow honorees were 
recognized by Gov. Charlie Baker and the Mas-
sachusetts Department of Higher Education during 
a May 13 YouTube live stream event. Launched 
in 2011, 29 Who Shine recognizes outstanding 
public college and university graduates who show 
exceptional promise as future leaders and have 
a strong record of academic achievement and 
civic engagement. Harriott decided to go back 
to school in 2010, with three children under the 
age of three. She was accepted into the nursing 
program at a community college in Connecticut, 
where she completed three semesters before decid-
ing to work full-time as a CNA. Later moving to 
Massachusetts, Harriott began working at Laurel 
Lake nursing home (now Lee HealthCare) and 
at Berkshire Medical Center, where colleagues 
encouraged her to continue her education at BCC. 
Now nearing completion of a 10-month Licensed 
Practical Nurse (LPN) program at BCC, she plans 
to apply to the college’s bridge program (transi-
tioning from an LPN to an Associate Degree in 
Nursing), while continuing to plot her career goals.

Berksh i re  Grown 
has welcomed Jordan 
Archey as the newest 
member of its team as pro-
gram manager for food and 
farm business members. 
Previously Archey worked 
as the cheese monger and 
specialty products man-
ager at the Berkshire Food 
Co-op and earlier as the 
store’s produce manager. 
She brings a passionate interest in food and farming 
and a deep commitment to the community to her 
new position with Berkshire Grown.

Ellrodt

Boucher

Narey

White Kirkby

Gilligan

Beth Carlson has been 
chosen as the new board 
president of Dewey Hall, 
the historic stone building 
on Sheffield’s Village 
Green. Carlson has been 
a member of the Dewey 
Hall board of directors 
for three years and is a 
founding board member 
of the Clinton Church 
Restoration project. She 
was a coproducer of the Oldtone Roots Music 
Festival and is currently a partner in Silo Media, 
a graphic design, film and marketing business. 
Other board officers include Wenonah Webster, 
vice president; Lynne Jablonski, treasurer; and 
Ken Terry, secretary. Webster heads Webster 
Landscapes in Sheffield. Jablonski, a former hall 
president, is clinical director at Stanton Home in 
Great Barrington. Terry is a freelance healthcare 
writer and the author of two books on the sub-
ject. The board has also officially hired Maggie 
McRae as hall manager, a job she has been doing 
unofficially over the past year.

Berkshire Money Management’s operations 
manager, Natalie Wheeler, has completed the 
Associated Industries of Massachusetts (AIM) 
Front-Line Leadership certification series. The 
30-hour program focuses on business planning and 
aligning team efforts, supporting and prioritizing 
team goals through hands-on exercises, improving 
company culture during a crisis, and conflict reso-
lution. The series also focuses heavily on leading 
a diverse and inclusive workforce that includes 
addressing multi-generational differences among 
employees, methods for inclusion that provide 
equal opportunities, and reviewing cultural issues 
that may affect recruitment and retention.

Andrew Alcaro, a 
commercial lines producer 
at Greylock Insurance 
Agency (GIA), has earned 
his designation as a Certi-
fied Professional Insur-
ance Agent (CPIA) from 
the American Insurance 
Marketing and Sales Soci-
ety. The CPIA designation 
stands for professional-
ism and a commitment to 

excellence through technical knowledge. Alcaro 
joined GIA in 2018 and works with a northern 
Berkshire client base.

Berkshire Community College (BCC) has an-
nounced several recent staff hires and promotions. 
Damien Boutillon has joined BCC’s TRIO (Talent, 
Resources, Initiative, Opportunity) Student Sup-
port Services Program as an academic advisor. 
Previously, he was a strategic planning associate 
at Williams College and a research fellow at Har-
vard Initiative for Learning and Teaching. Ashley 
Carter has joined the Office of Student Affairs as 
an academic success coach. Previously, she was a 
retention specialist at Contra Costa Community 
College in San Pablo, Calif. Julie Hannum has 
returned to BCC as program coordinator for the 
STEM Starter Academy after recently retiring with 
25 years of service. Most recently, she was BCC’s 
director of continuing education and south county 
programs, and had previously served as director of 
off-campus sites and director/coordinator of career 
and technical education partnerships. Kelsey Jones 
has joined the Office of Student Engagement as 
an academic success coach. Previously, she was 
a community and civic engagement intern at St. 
John Fisher College in Rochester, N.Y. Richard 
Kovarovic has joined the Jonathan Edwards Li-
brary as a library assistant, with responsibilities 
in technical services and interlibrary loans. Previ-
ously, he worked for several years as a cataloging 
specialist at Croton Free Library in Westchester 
County, N.Y., where he was most recently the 
temporary reference and circulation supervisor. 
Julie Krzanik has joined the Administration 
& Finance Department as assistant to the vice 
president of administration and finance/divisional 
support manager. Previously, she was a registrar at 
Miss Hall’s School in Pittsfield. Matthew Martin 
has joined BCC’s Center for Teaching and Learn-
ing Innovation (CTLI) as coordinator of learning 
experience design, a position shared between BCC 
and Greenfield Community College. Since 2019, 
he had been an academic support coordinator at 
Buxton School in Williamstown and was an online 
social studies instructor with Virtual Virginia for 
more than 10 years. Abby Powers has joined the 
Office of Student Engagement as an administrative 
assistant. Previously, she was a member services 
coordinator at 1Berkshire. Deborah Thayer has 
been promoted to database administrator for the 
Information Technology Department. Previously, 
she was a database analyst/programmer. Taylor 
Woodward has joined the Office of Advancement 
as an administrative assistant. Previously, he was a 
development associate at Kaufman Music Center 
in New York City.

Pittsfield Veterinary 
Hospital has welcomed 
Dr. Andrea Rusilowicz 
as the newest veterinarian 
on the team. Rusilowicz 
grew up in Connecticut 
and was exposed to the 
veterinary world at an 
early age through her 
veterinarian grandfather. 
She completed her pre-vet 
degree at the University 
of Vermont and completed her Doctorate of Vet-
erinary medicine at Ross University School of 
Veterinary Medicine. She worked at practices 
from Oregon to Tennessee before she and her 
husband decided to move back to Massachusetts 
where their families are based.

Berkshire Family and 
Individual Resources  
(BFAIR) has hired Tara 
Jacobsen to fill the newly 
created position of fund-
raising and grants man-
ager. Jacobsen recently 
relocated to Berkshire 
County after living in 
Seattle. She has been 
working in fund-raising 
and community engage-

ment for the past eight years. In both her personal 
and professional life, Jacobsen works to create 
systems and relationships that are based in em-
pathy, accessibility, and fairness.

Adams Community 
Bank has announced the 
addition of Lisa Trybus 
as senior vice president 
of retail lending and 
Peter Mirante as vice 
president of commercial 
lending. Trybus brings 
over 30 years of mort-
gage banking experience 
and previously served as 
vice president, mortgage 
lending at Greylock Federal Credit Union. She is 
a graduate of the American Institute of Banking, 
and a member of the Berkshire Compact Work-

force Committee. Mirante 
also brings over 30 years 
of banking experience, 
including leading branch 
and sales administra-
tion at Greylock Federal 
Credit Union. He has 
served the community in 
various ways, including 
being a trustee and chair 
of the Finance Committee 
at Berkshire Community 

College and board chairman of the Berkshire 
Family and Individual Resources (BFAIR).

Northern Berkshire United Way (NBUW) 
held its 3rd Annual Spirit of Caring Awards and 
Celebration virtually on April 30th to recognize 
individuals in the community for their length and 
breadth of service to the organization, its network, 
and the overall northern Berkshire community. 
David Moresi was presented with the Spirit of 
the Future Award. In 2000 the North Adams native 
established Moresi & Associates, a diverse real 
estate management, investment, and development 
company. Moresi was cited for his strong com-
mitment to bringing jobs and businesses to North 
Adams, including his successful redevelopment of 
the Norad Mill. James Brosnan, superintendent 
of the Northern Berkshire Vocational Regional 
School District McCann Technical School, was 
presented with the Spirit of Community Award. 
Brosnan’s technical education career spans 48 
years, including 26 as superintendent at McCann. 
His service to the local community includes the 
Berkshire Compact for Education, past board 
member of the Northern Berkshire United Way, 
and as a corporator for the Massachusetts College 
of Liberal Arts and Adams Community Bank. 
Kathy and Joe Arabia were presented the Al Nel-
son Spirit of Caring Award, an award named after 
the first recipient and former NBUW executive 
director. The Arabias have been involved with the 
NBUW and its member agencies for many years. 
Kathy joined the NBUW board in 1996, and led the 
former North Adams Regional Hospital workplace 
campaign to double its campaign total that year, 
and was the recipient of the NBUW Volunteer of 
the Year Award in 1997. Joe completed 36 years 
of employment at MCLA and now works for the 
North Adams Schools as a crossing guard. The 
couple created the AYJ Fund in 2013 to honor the 
memory of their daughter Anna who they lost in 
2013 to a rare brain cancer. They have advanced 
this nonprofit organization to support children with 
cancer by providing smiles through fun activities 
and gift packs, connections through technology, 
and funding research to find effective treatments 
and one day a cure.

Vegas

DiNicola

Harriott

Archey

Carlson

Alcaro

Rusilowicz

Jacobsen

MIrandi

Trybus

You have our

Undivided
Attention

DOLLARS & SENSE
Tax & Financial Planning Services®

James R. Rose, CFP®

Enrolled Agent

(413) 448-9015
Fax: (413) 448-9054

222 South St. Professional Building
Pittsfield, MA 01201



9JULY 2021  BERKSHIRE TRADE & COMMERCE

news & notes from the region

Wylie  Goodman , 
MRP, has joined the 
Berksh i re  Regiona l 
Planning Commission as 
economic development 
senior planner. Goodman 
will join the newly formed 
Economic Development 
Program working with 
Program Manager Laura 
Brennan to support the 
Shared Economic Devel-
opment Planner program and work on regional 
economic recovery efforts.

Greylock Federa l 
Credit Union’s board of 
directors has appointed 
Bryan House  to the 
credit union’s volunteer 
Supervisory Commit-
tee. House is the director 
of community outreach 
and engagement with 
the Berkshire County 
District Attorney’s office. 
Previously, he served as a 

deputy director with the Berkshire Community 
Action Council. House is heavily involved in 
the community and currently serves on the Mul-
ticultural BRIDGE Race Task Force, the City of 
Pittsfield’s Personnel Review Board, MassHire 
Berkshire Workforce Board and the boards of UCP 
of Berkshire County and Pittsfield Community 
Television. House is taking the place of Angelo 
Borsello, who recently left the Supervisory Com-
mittee, which functions as the representative audi-
tor for the membership and oversees compliance, 
policies, rules, regulations and the performance 
of officials and employees.

Berksh i re  Money 
Management (BMM) has 
welcomed Holly Sime-
one and Jared Reinstein 
to the company’s growing 
family. Simeone is a client 
care specialist and will be 
at the helm of the BMM 
satellite office at 322 Main 
St. in Great Barrington, 
which is slated to open this 
summer. Prior to joining 
BMM, Simeone was a dual employee for Lee 
Bank and October Mountain Financial Advisors, 
where she attended to client services, managing 
trusts and estates, and private banking for wealth 
management clients. She has more than a decade of 
customer experience and holds the Certified Estate 
and Trust Specialist designation from the Institute 

of Business and Finance. 
Reinstein joins the ad-
visor team at BMM. A 
Certified Financial Plan-
ner and a fiduciary, he 
brings more than a decade 
of experience with firms 
in the Capital Region in 
New York. Among these 
were the Ayco Company 
(a division of Goldman 
Sachs), SEFCU Wealth 

Management, one of the largest credit unions 
in New York, and Citizens Investment Services, 
where he established and led a financial planning 
mindset for the region to showcase a financial 
planning process for clients.

NBT Bancorp Inc. 
(NBT) has announced 
that J. David Brown has 
joined the boards of direc-
tors for NBT Bancorp Inc. 
and NBT Bank, which 
has local offices in Great 
Barrington, Lee, North 
Adams and Pittsfield. 
Brown is president and 
CEO of the Capital Dis-
trict YMCA in Albany, 

N.Y., where he has worked for 28 years to create 
better opportunities for all through community 
programs and services. A past member of the NBT 
Bank Capital Region Advisory Board, Brown also 
served on the Siena College Board of Trustees.

Literacy Network of South Berkshire (LitNet) 
has announced the election of Lorena Dus to the 
organization’s board of directors. Dus is a senior 
case worker at Berkshire Immigrant Center (BIC). 
A native of Venezuela, Dus joined BIC in 2017 
after moving to the United States from Ireland. 
She has worked with several nonprofit organiza-
tions over the years, helping indigenous people, 
refugees, displaced people and children at risk.

Elizabeth Nielsen has 
joined the board of direc-
tors of Lever, a North 
Adams-based nonprofit 
organization focused 
on fostering a vibrant 
entrepreneurial ecosys-
tem in the Berkshires. 
Nielsen has experience 
as a teacher, in a range 
of volunteer work and 
nonprofit board service, A 

Williams College alumna and part-time resident 
of the Berkshires, she serves as pastor of Con-
gregational Care at the First Presbyterian Church 
in North Palm Beach, Fla.

Southwestern Vermont Health Care (SVHC) 
has announced Jason Morrissey, attorney, as 
its legal counsel. In addition to acting as counsel 
to SVHC, Morrissey will continue operating his 
private law practice in Bennington. The late Tom 
Jacobs had served as SVHC’s general counsel 
until his death in 2020. Morrissey has owned his 
own law practice in Bennington since 2008. He 
started practicing law in Bennington in 2004 as an 
associate attorney at Cummings, Dailey & Cohen, 
LLP, where he later became a partner. 

Toole Insurance Agen-
cy has welcomed Don 
Eaton as an account 
executive. Eaton, who 
brings over 20 years of 
experience in the insur-
ance industry, will fo-
cus primarily on clients 
in the construction and 
other related sectors by 
delivering innovative 
solutions through the 

agency’s Toole Guard risk assessment process. 
Eaton began his career as a direct writer for a 
midwestern mutual insurance company, and then 
transitioned to working in the agency system 
as an independent agent in western New York 
specializing in commercial lines. His most recent 
position before joining Toole was as a regional 
vice president for one of the largest alliances of 
independent agents in the U.S. He holds the Certi-
fied Insurance Counselor (CIC) and Construction 
Risk Insurance Specialist (CRIS) designations.

Berkshire Commu-
nity College (BCC) has 
hired Kelly Osorio as 
director of student finan-
cial services. Working 
in higher education for 
the past 12 years, Oso-
rio began her financial 
aid career at the Col-
lege of Saint Rose in 
Albany, N.Y., and was 
most recently director of 

financial aid at East Stroudsburg University in 
Pennsylvania. One of Osorio’s first accomplish-
ments since joining BCC was creating a series 
of short videos to help new students navigate 
the financial aid process. She also recently 
launched the FAFSA Thursdays series, a virtual 
program led by financial aid staff who assist 
students with completing the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 

At the June 10 annual meeting of the MassHire 
Berkshire Workforce Board, the board of directors 
elected officers for FY 2022. They include: Eva 
Sheridan, Boyd Technologies, president; Michael 
Taylor, City of Pittsfield, vice president; Albert 
Ingegni III, Berkshire Health Care Systems, 
vice president; Doug McNally, Frosthollow As-
sociates, Youth Council chair; James Brosnan, 
McCann Technical School, treasurer; and Chelsea 
Tyer, Neenah Paper, secretary.
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Becky Cushing-Gop, 
director of Mass Audubon 
West, is one of the 2021 
cohort of winners of the 
Elizabeth Abernathy Hull 
Award, a distinction that 
comes with a certificate 
of commendation and 
$1,000 honorarium from 
the Garden Club of Amer-
ica. As director of Mass 
Audubon West’s network 

of 18 wildlife sanctuaries, which includes Pleasant 
Valley Wildlife Sanctuary in Lenox, Cushing-
Gop is the driving force behind the successful 
Berkshire Environmental Literacy Program, a 
core component of environmental education for 
elementary students in western Massachusetts. 
When Cushing-Gop became the director of 
Berkshire Wildlife Sanctuaries in 2014, she priori-
tized the program’s growth, including significant 
fundraising and expansion of the education staff 
team to meet the demand for more classes. During 
the past six years the program has expanded to 
1,500 students in 85 classrooms.

Shelby Dempsey ’21 has been chosen as 
MCLA’s recipient of the Commonwealth’s 29 Who 
Shine award, which recognizes 29 outstanding 
graduates from the state higher education system. 
Dempsey, a history major from Weymouth who 
plans to pursue a career in publishing, is a com-
mitted and active campus leader at MCLA who 
has tackled the issue of student food insecurity 
over the past several years. Working collabora-
tively with the staff of MCLA’s Office of Civic 
and Community Engagement and her fellow 
classmates, Dempsey helped lead the effort to 
maintain student access to MCLA’s food pantry 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. When the pan-
demic first hit and students were sent home for 
the second half of the spring 2020 semester, the 
food pantry remained open for the few students 
still on campus and in the local area. Dempsey 
also led efforts to continue to help students in 
their hometowns. The food pantry volunteers 
researched and found resources across the com-
monwealth and the Northeast and relayed that 
information to students who needed those services 
the most. Gov. Charlie Baker recognized Dempsey 
and 28 other students during a virtual YouTube 
Live ceremony on May 13.

Batya Cohen, MD, 
a member of the BMC 
Emergency Department, 
has been recognized with 
the 2021 Patient-Cen-
tered Physician Award, 
presented annually to a 
physician who exempli-
fies the philosophy of 
patient-centered care at 
BMC. Cohen, who was 
awarded the honor during 
a special ceremony in May, received praise from 
her colleagues at BMC for her patient-centered 
commitment to compassionate care. The award is 
based on nominations received from members of 
the BMC staff, who chose to honor Cohen based 
on her actions as a role model and physician 
leader who demonstrates caring through quality 
interactions with others.

Matthew Lauro has 
joined the Pittsfield Co-
operative Bank as vice 
president, commercial 
banking, where he will be 
responsible for managing 
and growing the bank’s 
commercial loan portfolio. 
Lauro brings 10-plus years 
of wide-ranging industry 
experience, working for 
Fidelity Management and 
Research as a credit research associate, Longfellow 
Investment Management as a senior credit analyst, 
and State Street Bank as vice president, credit 
analyst for leveraged lending. Most recently, he 
held the title of vice president of emerging markets, 
where he ran a foreign exchange and rates product 
specializing in the Latin American region of be-
half of State Street Bank. Lauro recently moved 
to Berkshire County with his wife Susanna, an 
attorney, and their dog Tony.

Christopher Silip-
igno, ChFC, has been 
promoted to chief execu-
tive officer of Renaissance 
Investment Group LLC, 
a financial services firm 
headquartered in the Berk-
shires that specializes in 
comprehensive financial 
counseling and investment 
management for high net-
worth individuals. For the 

last three years, Silipigno has served as the chief 
operating officer, a role in which he has worked to 
grow the business, lead organizational development 
efforts, and advise clients. During this time, Renais-
sance has increased its client base at its fastest pace 
in 20 years and nearly doubled the amount of assets 
being managed. Silipigno has been instrumental in 
this development, as well as helping Renaissance 
introduce new technology, providing even closer 
client contact and enhanced information sharing 
for clients and the team.

Leigh Davis has been 
appointed vice chair of the 
Great Barrington Select-
board. Davis’s elevation 
to the vice chairmanship 
reflects the level of leader-
ship and service she has 
brought to the selectboard 
since her election two 
years ago. A native of 
Washington D.C., Davis 
is the development direc-
tor of Construct, a nonprofit provider of affordable 
housing and supportive services in the southern 
Berkshires. Prior to this role, Davis was director 
of development of Eagle Mill Redevelopment 
LLC, director of marketing of New England 
Newspapers Inc. and marketing manager of The 
Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center. She volunteers 
her time with The People’s Pantry and serves on 
the Great Barrington Community Preservation 
Committee, the board of directors of Saint James 
Place, and is a leadership team member of the 
Blackshires, a new, community-based network 
platform for Black community empowerment and 
transformation in the Berkshires.u
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Jonathan Butler is president and CEO of 1Berkshire. 
He can be reached at jbutler@1berkshire.com.

SOUNDING board

BY JONATHAN BUTLER
It’s hard to imagine that it was well over 

a year ago that we contributed a piece for 
BERKSHIRE TRADE & COMMERCE encour-
aging the region and our business commu-
nity to “keep fighting” (May 2020 BT&C). 
In that article, we detailed much of what 
was happening in our local economy while 
we were all stuck in a “semi-permanent 
state of the unknown, essentially waiting 
to see what will happen.”

At the time, we were still very much in 
the midst of the pandemic lockdown; only 
able to speculate as to how much hardship 
our community and local economy might 
ultimately endure.

The lockdown eventually transitioned to 
“reopening” the economy, a complicated 
series of incremental changes in guidelines 
that allowed for more activity and com-
merce. Unfortunately, the understandably 
cautious public health and safety guide-
lines prohibited some activities altogether, 
disproportionately impacting some parts 
of the commonwealth more than others. 
For us, the loss of the performing arts was 
significant. Tanglewood, Jacob’s Pillow 
and our countless performing arts venues 
went quiet – the music had to stop.

Many of us working in the business 
and economic development world hoped 
for the best but feared the worst; without 
previous experience to fall back on, it was 
impossible to estimate the impact of losing 
such catalyst economic institutions. As 
we arrived in summer of 2020, though, 
something remarkable happened: people 
just started to show up.

While many performing arts institutions 

were forced into a dormant state, our mu-
seums and historical properties did what 
they know best – they exercised creativity 
and opened their campuses and exhibits to 
welcome patrons in reimagined, safe and 
socially distanced settings. Our outdoor 
recreation attractions became, in some 
cases, nearly overwhelmed with demand 
from those wishing to escape their urban 
dwellings and reconnect with nature to dis-
pel the fear and isolation that COVID-19 
forced upon them.

In many ways, our visitor demograph-
ics even shifted, with younger couples and 
families arriving in greater volume than 
perhaps ever before. Many even decided to 
make their stays permanent by purchasing 
homes in the region – all contributing to 
our recent population boom.

Restaurants created new ways to serve 
the food we’ve always loved. Some began 
offering outside dining for the first time, 
often in concert with Shared Streets and 
Spaces funding. Others redesigned their 
menus to create items that traveled better 
and began delivering to diners at their 
homes when they never had before.

Retailers rapidly introduced e-
commerce portals to their websites and 
offered outdoor browsing; some used 
Zoom calls to show customers specific 
items, providing (virtually) a level of 
service their patrons had always enjoyed 
in person.

As in times of war, many of the region’s 
manufacturers responded to the collective 
need. Some used their supply chain net-
works to source critically needed materials 
and donate them to healthcare organiza-
tions on the front lines of this pandemic. 
Others pivoted their operations to produce 
those critically needed supplies. From 
hand sanitizer to N95 masks, manufactur-
ers of many different products responded 
to critical needs.

Circumstances were certainly far from 
ideal, but the spike in activity last sum-
mer and fall afforded many small busi-
nesses – restaurants, retail shops, lodging 
properties – just enough activity to keep 
them going. The damage was done, but the 
will on the part of our business community 
to try something new, find another gear, 
and work together made the difference.

In May of 2020, our article implored 
local businesses to keep fighting, and fight 
they did. This will to adapt, be tenacious, 
and innovate meant that, when restrictions 
were rolled back over the summer, there 
were businesses open for locals and visi-
tors to patronize safely and comfortably.

This resilience was sustained through a 
long winter and a spring of easing restric-
tions and increasing vaccinations, and 
has helped our region position itself for 
a much more prosperous 2021 summer 
season.

Cause for optimism
With 2020 mercifully behind us, what 

lies ahead in 2021 for the Berkshire 
economy? Early signs indicate much cause 
for optimism.

For starters, the performing arts are 

back. While some properties may still face 
local restrictions on attendance, the music 
will play again this summer. Tanglewood 
and the Pillow return, while robust seasons
are also planned for 
the likes of Barrington 
S t a g e  C o m p a n y, 
Berkshire Theatre 
Group, Williamstown 
Theatre Festival and 
MASS MoCA, among 
others. Outdoor rec-
reation continues to 
thrive, expanding into 
an ever-increasing footprint of the overall 
visitor experience locally.

With the lifting of most industry-spe-
cific COVID guidelines this past May 29, 
restaurants, shops and lodging are back to 
operating in a state far closer to normal, 
while also benefiting from unique innova-
tions around outdoor dining and expand-
ed takeout and delivery operations. Early 
returns for lodging reinforce much of the 
growing optimism, with many properties 
already experiencing near-full-capacity 
booking for the peak summer months.

To quantify these trends, 1Berkshire’s 
own berkshires.org website, which is the 
tool that many visitors use to plan their 
Berkshire getaways, has more than tripled 
in sessions compared to April and May of 
2020, and is seeing higher visitation than it 
had in even 2018 or 2019.

In the grand scheme of things, the sum-
mer of 2021 is projecting to look much 
more like 2019 than what we struggled 
through in 2020.

So what does all of this mean? For those 
of us living and working in the Berkshires, 
it is, in most cases, a welcome return to 
the quality of life we have come to love. 
For businesses, it’s a long-overdue shot of 
adrenaline to help kickstart their recovery 
from the pandemic.

Continuing challenges
It does not, however, come without 

continuing challenges.
For the businesses that fought through 

the pandemic, hiring has become a critical 
challenge. A confluence of factors – ampli-
fied unemployment benefits, recovery from 

mass layoffs, continued reluctance to be in 
public spaces or indoor working conditions 
for fear of COVID-19 itself – have left 
nearly all business sectors in a workforce 

crisis. It is forcing 
many employers to 
rethink their staffing 
models, ultimately 
influencing the experi-
ence for their patrons 
and guests.

The economic 
pressure of the 
pandemic also forced 

many beloved small businesses to close 
their doors. It will take time for us to 
fully recover from those losses, but we 
are already seeing a high concentration of 
new business owners and entrepreneurs 
entering our market, in many instances 
stepping right into the footprint of busi-
nesses lost. While this is a very positive 
development in the grand scheme, it will 
take time for these new businesses to gain 
their footing.

A year ago the resounding message that 
we had to share was not only to keep fight-
ing, but for all of us to support our local 
businesses and organizations in this time 
of greatest need.

That same call to action remains 
equally as compelling today, as well as 
the need for all of us to have patience 
with the businesses in our local economy. 
They have faced significant adversity and 
continue the battle on what remains an 
uneven playing field.

So, what can we all personally do to 
help? Acknowledge that we’ve all been 
through a difficult time. Have more 
patience than usual with the people you 
encounter as you are out and about. Keep 
spending as many dollars as you can 
within our local economy, and take time 
to appreciate those around you and that 
we can once again begin to create shared 
Berkshire moments. Be flexible with 
regard to your plans.

We came through the worst of the 
pandemic by working together and caring 
about our community, and that’s how we’ll 
recover – and ultimately thrive – in the 
years to come.u

Overall economic recovery 
will require more patience

Summer 2021 will provide our region with needed boost

Berkshire business community 
shows support for nonprofits

We came through the worst 
of the pandemic by working 

together and caring about our 
community, and that’s how 

we’ll recover – and ultimately 
thrive – in the years to come.

BY LIANA TOSCANINI
We don’t have a lot of big corpora-

tions in Berkshire County. But it’s exactly 
because of our rural landscape that smaller 
businesses (who are also our neighbors, 
volunteers and board members) step up to 
support nonprofits. Together, we are able 
to support a large and vibrant sector.

There are 1,160 nonprofits in Berkshire 
County, giving us one of the highest per 
capita levels in the commonwealth. Non-
profits here employ one in four people, ac-
cording to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
ranking 27th in the nation for highest rates 
of nonprofit employment.

An important economic engine, our 
nonprofit sector is certainly worthy of 
development and support. But it’s com-
petitive. Every nonprofit feels like they’re 
hitting up the same people for support. 
And every business feels like they need 
a full-time staff person just to manage 
requests for support.

Responding to crisis
During COVID, however, the fund-

raising landscape changed. Individuals 
jumped in with donations, and businesses 
mobilized in a wide variety of ways to 
provide immediate relief to organizations, 
especially those on the front lines of pan-
demic response.

Business leaders recognized an op-
portunity to do just that – lead. And 
they leveraged their company assets 
– money and manpower – to help their 
neighbors.

Liana Toscanini is the founder and executive direc-
tor of the Nonprofit Center of the Berkshires.
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In Great Barrington, insurance firm 
Wheeler & Taylor purchased and donated 
15,000 respirators and face masks to hos-
pitals, first responders, seniors and other 
vulnerable people.

Founded in 1871, the firm has deep 
roots in the community – as does its cur-
rent president, J. Scott Rote, who has his 
own deep ties to the community he grew 
up in, and a long history of volunteering 
and giving back.

Every time a need arose, Wheeler & 
Taylor jumped to find a solution, going so

continued on page 12
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commentary

Laura Brennan is senior planner for community 
and economic development with the Berkshire 
Regional Planning Commission.

BY LAURA BRENNAN
We’ve all grown weary of quite a few 

phrases over the last year or so – social 
distancing, PPE, and Zoom etiquette, just 
to name a few – but a pandemic platitude 
that will be particularly good to see fade 
away is “pivot.” In practice, this is to turn 
or twist on one’s heel, only to return to the 
original position. If we are to emerge bet-
ter than we were before, we should instead 
be focused on evolving, recognizing that 
as we adapt we improve. This has been 
the case for Berkshire Regional Planning 
Commission (BRPC).

How would we have described our-
selves 15 months ago?  Deliberate and 
methodical definitely come to mind. These 
approaches have always served us well, 
and will continue to do so going forward. 
So will the newfound agility that came 
into play during our wide-ranging re-
sponse to COVID-19 in our region.

From the onset, Executive Director 
Tom Matuszko urged BRPC staff to reach 
out to partners, find ways to collaborate, 
and make ourselves available to support 
the Berkshire community. This meant 
repurposing USDA funds to help area 
farmers markets comply with COVID 
restrictions and communicate new regu-
lations with their customers. It meant 
being nimble enough to loan our staff to 
Berkshire United Way as they coordinated 
emergency food programs. And it meant 

leaning on long-standing relationships but 
forging others quickly.

The Public Health program at BRPC 
has worked closely with the state’s 
Department of Public Health (DPH) and 
the Western Region Homeland Secu-
rity Advisory Council for many years 
and had plans in place for emergency 
dispensing sites and other pandemic 
measures. This advance work prepared 
us to spring into action, coordinating 
with the health system within hours of 
the first Berkshire County case being 
diagnosed. In early March of 2020, local 
boards of health were trained on quaran-
tine and isolation procedures, and by late 
March, the Berkshire Public Health Alli-
ance (managed by BRPC) was providing 
public health nursing, including contact 
tracing and quarantine enforcement, to 
21 municipalities. 

continued on page 13

RESPONSE AND RECOVERY

Agency evolves, 
adapts to better 
address region’s 
COVID challenge
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SOUNDING board

far as to produce their own polycarbonate 
face shields for front-line healthcare work-
ers. Other employees joined in to collect 
food for the local food pantry, and assemble 
350 Thanksgiving meals for the local senior 
center.

Wheeler & Taylor is a member of 
GoodWorks Financial Group, a network 
of common-ownership insurance, real 
estate and financial firms. Teaming up 
with another member, Wheeler & Taylor 
also donated to the Food Bank of West-
ern Massachusetts to provide thousands 
of meals. Rote summed up these efforts 
simply, stating: “In this time of unprec-
edented need, our communities need 

unprecedented support, and we’re glad to 
do our part.”

Match as match can
At the Pittsfield campus of Guard-

ian Life Insurance Company of America 
(originally Berkshire Life Insurance Com-
pany before a merger in 2001), giving was 
stepped up considerably in three areas: 
corporate grant allocations, charitable 
foundation gifts, and individual employee 
giving.

With a long history of philanthropy, 
Guardian prides itself on employee giving 
with company matches. By recording the 
hours they volunteer, Guardian employees 
can earn individual grants for their non-
profits. When presented with an oppor-
tunity to contribute to the COVID relief 
fund administered by Berkshire United 
Way and Berkshire Taconic Community 
Foundation, employees banded together to 
raise $65,000 which was then matched to 
provide over $100,000 for pandemic relief.

Heartfelt efforts
Nichole Dupont, community develop-

ment director at Berkshire Money Man-
agement, coordinates much of the Dalton-
based company’s philanthropy program, 
which not only includes cash donations 
but also the giving of time and “our hearts 
without hesitation.”

From delivering tens of thousands 

Support for nonprofits
continued from page 10

The COVID crisis provided 
businesses an opportunity to 
act like nonprofits – stepping 

in to fill community needs 
not met by the government 

or free market.

of masks and PPE all over the county, 
distributing literal tons of food, and 
making pandemic survival bags for local 
businesses, to offering 
free, weekly outdoor 
movies and yoga class-
es to the community to 
ease the isolation of the 
pandemic, Berkshire 
Money Management 
staff were, as Dupont 
puts it, “always looking 
for the next effort in
which we would roll up our sleeves and 
try to make things better in any way we 
could.”

Those efforts extended to support for 
local Berkshire businesses as well, most 
notably in the decision by CEO Allen Har-
ris to give a $10,000 bonus to each one of 
its 11 employees with the condition they 
spend it locally.

Throwing nonprofits a lifeline
Berkshire banking institutions did 

double duty processing PPP loans and 
mobilizing their giving mechanisms to 
help nonprofits survive. Berkshire Bank 
Foundation accessed $1 million of its 
endowment to provide additional support 
to organizations on the front lines work-
ing with communities disproportionately 
impacted by the coronavirus. Additionally, 
the foundation removed restrictions for 

grants already provided to organizations 
for programs focusing on its priority areas.

“It was truly heartening to see the way 
our communities 
came together and 
stepped up to support 
one another in this 
time of crisis,” said 
Lori Kiely, director 
of Berkshire Bank 
Foundation.

Lee Bank dra-
matically increased 

its giving as well, so much so that they 
recently created a charitable foundation to 
further formalize their promise of commu-
nity reinvestment (April 2021 BT&C).

Recognizing opportunity in crisis
The COVID crisis provided business-

es an opportunity to act like nonprofits 
– stepping in to fill community needs 
not met by the government or free 
market.

Now that they’ve gotten a taste for 
third-sector work, perhaps this higher 
level of engagement will become the “new 
normal.” Or, perhaps in a small commu-
nity, there really isn’t too much difference 
between business folks and nonprofit folks 
at the end of the day.

We may not sport many large corpora-
tions in Berkshire County, but the busi-
nesses that live here have large hearts.u

The Business Journal
For Berkshire County
413-662-2002
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commentary

BRPC evolves and adapts
continued from page 11

Coordination continued with weekly 
situation updates to the local boards of 
health, and deployment of several hundred 
thousand dollars of emergency funding 
from DPH for supplies, public health nurs-
ing staff, central coordination and coach-
ing to health inspectors on the ever-chang-
ing regulations, and a public information 
campaign which included billboards, bus 
ads, and other signage. There’s simply 
no other way to put it: these efforts saved 
lives. The public health professionals in 
Berkshire County are heroes.

Business and nonprofi t support
We’ve also had the honor of assist-

ing individual businesses and nonprofi ts 
during the pandemic. This represents an 
expansion from our traditional core focus 
on municipalities, and one that has made a 
measurable difference. 

In early summer of 2020, BRPC began 
administering grant programs to help small 
businesses cover expenses. The fi rst was 
the Small Business Recovery Fund, pro-
vided by the Massachusetts Attorney Gen-
eral’s Offi ce, which provided reimburse-
ments up to $3,000 for fi xed costs that 
could not be avoided despite an inability 
of the business to operate at full capacity. 
The program distributed a total of $45,000 
and impacted about 15 businesses. 

Through these modest beginnings we 
witnessed the tremendous impact even a 
small infl ux of capital could have for these 
organizations, and we used the program 
as a model for another investment by the 
commonwealth. State Sen. Adam Hinds 
secured an earmark of $250,000 which 
established the COVID-19 Adaptation 
Fund for Berkshire County. The Adapta-
tion Fund supported both for-profi t and 
nonprofi t organizations with grants of up 
to $12,000, reimbursing rent payments, 
payroll, accounts payable, or documented 
lost sales. Preference was given to applica-
tions from BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and 
People of Color) owned businesses, a pop-
ulation disproportionately affected by the 
pandemic. Nearly 40 applicants benefi ted 
from this program, and the Adaptation 
Fund also awarded two $15,000 grants to 
nonprofi ts offering technical assistance to 
residents impacted by pandemic condi-
tions. In their own words, the recipients 
offered their heartfelt thanks to Senator 
Hinds in a digital presentation (http://bit.
ly/BRKadaptationfund). 

Although the Small Business Recovery 
and Adaptation Funds are closed, BRPC 
continues to help manage two much larger 
programs in partnership with the lead 
communities of Adams and Lenox.

The Microenterprise Assistance Pro-
grams in the northern and southern Berk-
shires utilize Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funds to support 
low-to-moderate income business owners 
with grants of up to $25,000. Applications 
are still open, and our Community Devel-
opment & Housing Program staff are avail-
able to help applicants through the process. 
Microenterprises (fi ve or fewer employees, 
including the owner) make up a large por-
tion of businesses in Berkshire County, and 
this type of support can be the difference 
between remaining in business and being 
forced to close permanently. Together with 
similar programs in Pittsfi eld and North 
Adams, every community in Berkshire 
County is included in CDBG-CV grant op-
portunities for LMI microenterprises.

Recovery strategies
Moving out of immediate response ef-

forts and into recovery strategies, BRPC 
is engaged with two primary economic ef-
forts. The fi rst is the Local Rapid Recovery 
Planning program, funded through the state 
Department of Housing and Community 
Development. Municipalities that opted in 
to LRRP are receiving assistance in devel-
oping a recovery plan, a roadmap for down-
town commercial districts to move success-
fully past the effects of the pandemic.

BRPC is consulting in Adams, Great 
Barrington, North Adams and William-
stown. The process includes a diagnostic 
phase to assess current conditions, then 
moves into project 
identifi cation through 
community engage-
ment and input. Final 
plans will focus on 
quick, low-cost interventions, and will be 
complete by late August. Although each 
plan is specifi c to a community, surround-
ing towns may be inspired by the types of 
projects being developed.

In partnership with 1Berkshire, BRPC 
has also launched the Berkshire Economic 
Recovery Project, funded through early 
2023 by the federal Economic Develop-
ment Administration. This effort includes 
free guidance for small businesses on top-
ics they’ve identifi ed as priorities: social 

media and email marketing, workforce 
recruitment, and being better prepared to 
access grant assistance in the future. As-
sistance is also available to municipalities 

wanting to better to 
support their busi-
ness communities, or 
pursue enhancements 
to downtowns and 

commercial districts to increase foot traffi c 
and spending.

The Berkshire Economic Recovery 
Project will improve the Berkshire County 
Comprehensive Economic Develop-
ment Strategy (CEDS) with an expanded 
resiliency section, taking into account a 
range of possible future economic disrup-
tions and developing new protocols for 
coordination. Staff will foster projects that 
promise to have a positive impact on the 
region’s economy, focusing specifi cally on 

grant-eligible projects and helping to iden-
tify funding sources to accelerate projects 
when possible. 

The goal is to improve the overall eco-
nomic wellbeing of the region. To gauge 
success, the region’s online data clearing-
house, www.berkshirebenchmarks.org, 
is being rebuilt. By improving the user 
experience on Berkshire Benchmarks, we 
hope more community organizations will 
gain new insights into our region’s condi-
tions and progress.

Nothing described above was on our 
calendar before March of 2020, but that’s 
not to say we didn’t plan for it. The work 
of our past prepared us to act when the time 
came. Lessons learned will become a part 
of our preparation for the future, and we’re 
reminded that, no matter how much we an-
ticipate, a willingness to adapt may be the 
most important planning tool of all.u

A willingness to adapt 
may be the most important 

planning tool of all.
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LODGING & dining
SUMMER WHITE HOUSE

Property getting 
major overhaul, 
new identity as 
TwinHouse Inn

BY JOHN TOWNES
Susan Gibbs purchased the former Sprague 

mansion and estate on Undermountain Road 
in Lenox three years ago and extensively 
renovated it with the goal of living on the 
property and converting it into an inn.

Since then, her plan has not changed – but 
the location has.

In February, Gibbs purchased the former 
Berkshire Cottage known as the Summer 
White House at 17 Main St. in the town center 
from Frank and Mary Newton for $601,000. 
The sale was brokered by John McLean of 
Berkshire Real Estate Associates.

She is currently renovating the property 
with plans to open it within a year as the 
TwinHouse Inn, a combination inn and 
residence.

She plans to place the Sprague estate on 
the market, and eventually move into the 
Summer White House.

“I love the Sprague home on Undermoun-
tain Road,” explained Gibbs, a corporate art 
curator who moved here from Atlanta in 2019. 
“But it’s too large for one person. My goal 
had been to live in one section and share the 
rest with the public as an inn.”

However, along the way she had to change 
course.

“The local codes would have required 
extensive changes to convert it into an inn, 
which I didn’t want to do,” she continued. 
“It’s too beautiful and stately, and those 
changes would alter it in ways that I didn’t 
feel would be right for it.”

Gibbs said she was familiar with the Sum-
mer White House and knew it was on the 
market but had not looked into it initially.

“Then, one day, I drove by and saw that all 
the lights were on,” she recalled. “I thought 

it might be an Open House, and I stopped in 
to take a look at it. It wasn’t an Open House, 
but the Newtons gave me a tour anyway, 
and I was immediately attracted to it. Also, 
since it was already zoned for a bed and 
breakfast, I could follow my original plan 
there. I subsequently made an offer, and it 
was accepted.”

Located near the central rotary in Lenox, 
the three-story, 6,000 square-foot Summer 
White House was built in the Queen Anne 
style of architecture in the early 1880s by 
Electra Eddy. It was subsequently purchased 

by John Schermerhorn (a cousin of Edith 
Wharton) in 1885. It gained its name because 
President Chester Arthur was an early visi-
tor there.

The Newtons had operated it as a bed and 
breakfast since the 1990s. It had been on the 
market for about six years.

Gibbs believes that most people who had 
looked at the property in the past were dis-
suaded by the extent of restoration work and 
updating it needed. This was not a concern for 
her, she said, noting that she has renovated 
14 historic properties over 30 years.

“The vast majority of people who look at 
older properties like this are put off by what 
is required, and they don’t see past those is-
sues,” she said. “But I’m one of those small 
percentage of people who love historic prop-
erties and the challenge of restoring them.”

Art and restoration
Gibbs is the principal of TwinHouse Art 

Advisory, an art consulting and collection 
management fi rm that serves private and 
corporate clients, including Delta Airlines. 
She now operates that business from Lenox.

Susan Gibbs is taking on a full-scale renovation of the Summer White House, an 
established lodging property in central Lenox that she purchased earlier this 
year. “The vast majority of people who look at older properties like this are 
put off by what is required, and they don’t see past those issues,” she 
says. “But I’m one of those small percentage of people who love 
historic properties and the challenge of restoring them.” 

Congratulations to our 2021 Workforce Impact Award recipients! 
Thank You to all our partners who make a significant impact on 

Workforce Development in Berkshire County

Christopher Kapiloff
LTI Smart Glass
2021 Employer of the Year

Sarah Miller and Susan Choquette
Berkshire Healthcare Systems
2021 Employer of the Year

Tony Dobrowolski
The Berkshire Eagle
2021 Workforce Ambassador

Taylor Gibeau
Adams Community Bank
2021 Youth Champion

Sherwood Guernsey
First Congregational Church of Williamstown
2021 Youth Ambassador 
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Gibbs said she had been familiar with 
Lenox when she lived in Massachusetts to 
attend graduate school at Harvard, and later 
when she worked for Strathmore Paper and 
lived in Longmeadow.

“I often visited Lenox and used to bring 
my son every year to see James Taylor 
at Tanglewood,” she said. “When I was 
deciding what to do with the next phase 
of my life, I decided Lenox was where I 
wanted to be.”

She noted that the 
project incorporates 
several aspects of her 
experience. In addition 
to her other restoration 
projects, she has previ-
ous experience in the hospitality industry as 
a concierge at the Ritz Carlton.

Gibbs also plans to utilize her art expertise 
at the inn. “It will be based on a theme of 
fi ne art, with a juxtaposition of classical and 
contemporary works there,” she said.

“The house is cozy with many beauti-
ful features, including parquet fl oors and 
wonderful windows and fi replaces,” she 
said. “My plan is to do a total restoration 
that brings the house back to what it was in 
its prime, while making necessary repairs 
and updates.”

That will include replacement of the 
HVAC, electrical, and plumbing systems, 
bathrooms, kitchen, roof repairs, and struc-
tural elements.

“It’s structurally sound, but there has 
been some settling over the years,” said 
Gibbs, who is serving as her own general 
contractor.

Gibbs said she plans to reside in a sepa-
rate living area on the building’s third fl oor, 
and rent out the fi ve bedrooms on the lower 
two fl oors.

“I’ll continue to live in my present home 
until the work is completed and I fi nd the 
right buyer for that property,” she said. 
“It will be bittersweet selling the Sprague 
property, which I put three years of work 

into. But I’m ready to move when the time 
comes.”

Town at “tipping point”
The Summer White House is among a 

sizeable cluster of hospitality establishments 
in Lenox that have changed hands in the fi rst 
few months of 2021 (see related story on 
page 1). Gibbs attributed the increased level 
of interest in these properties to a combina-

tion of factors.
“Lenox has long 

been a cultural epi-
center in the Berkshires 
with the presence of 
Tanglewood and other 
nearby attractions,” she 

said. “I believe it’s now on a tipping point 
to a new level.”

In part, she added, generational factors 
are also bringing change.

“From the 1950s through about 2010, there 
was a whole generation of innkeepers who 
opened B&Bs that appealed to the market of 
the time,” she said. “Their guests wanted a 
throwback from life in the city, and preferred 
a traditional homey place to stay.”

While the appeal of rural life appeals to the 
current guest market, their tastes and prefer-
ences have changed, Gibbs noted.

“The proliferation of lifestyle media like 
the Food Network and publications that 
promote concepts like ‘country chic’ have 
opened up people’s horizons,” she said. 
“They’re not as interested in a cozy old home. 
Instead they want to stay at places that are 
comfortable while offering an experience 
and amenities that are also contemporary, 
sophisticated and bright.”

While the COVID pandemic has been 
very diffi cult for the hospitality industry, 
Gibbs believes that situation will improve, 
especially for smaller establishments. 
“Since the pandemic, many people prefer 
something smaller and more private rather 
than staying in a hotel with 225 rooms,” 
she said.u

“When I was deciding what 
to do with the next phase of 
my life, I decided Lenox was 

where I wanted to be.”

103 West Park Street
Lee, MA  01238
(413) 243-4331

www.octobermountainfa.com

Member SEC, FINRA, SiPC

October Mountain Financial Adviosrs is a d/b/a of St. Germain 
Investment Management serving the Berkshires and beyond.

Portfolio Management ▪ Financial Planning ▪ Trust & Banking Services*

Whether it’s retirement, selling a business 
or leaving a legacy, knowing how and 

when to arrive at your goal is important.
We realize this, which is why having shared 
values can give you confidence and peace of 
mind in these uncertain times.
Have a conversation with Gary Schiff, 
managing director, and the team at October 
Mountain Financial Advisors.

*Trust and Banking Services provided by Lee Bank.
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www.BerkshireCommercialProperties.com
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Sales and Leases 

in Berkshire County
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35 Railroad Street • Gt. Barrington, MA

Rich Aldrich
rich.aldrich01238@gmail.com
413-243-1739

9,000 SF totally refreshed warehouse space
100 Valley St., Lee MA 01238

For Lease: $8.50/SF

Class A professional offi ce space
75 North St., Pittsfi eld MA 01201

For Lease: $16/SF

Camp Half Moon
18 Camp Half Moon Rd., Monterey, MA 01245

For Sale: $2,795,000

Camp Mohawk
350 Old Cheshire Rd., Lanesborough, MA 01237

For Sale: $4,900,000

Furnished offi ce space for immediate occupancy
100 Valley St., Lenox MA 01240

For Lease: $12/SF

6,000 SF Modern Warehouse Space
50 Downing II, Pittsfi eld MA 01201

For Lease: $10.50/SF

LEASED
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LODGING & dining
388 Ventures
continued from page 1

In the past couple of years, a number of 
inns and hotels have changed hands in Lenox, 
including the purchase of the Gateways Inn 
on Walker Street by Mill Town Capital in 
July 2020.

In early 2021, the Cornell Inn at 203 Main 
St. was purchased by Kurt Inderbitzen for 
$1.9 million. He has undertaken extensive 
renovation of the property and plans to re-
launch the inn for the summer season.

The Apple Tree Inn, at 10 Richmond 
Mountain Rd. was sold by Sharon Walker 
for $2.4 million to Aries Living, a company 
owned by James and Max Khagan. Based 
in New York, the company operates several 
resort hotels in the Miami area.

And in February, Susan Gibbs purchased 
the former Berkshire Cottage known as the 
Summer White House at 17 Main St. in the 
town center for $601,000 (see related story 
on page 14).

The strong interest and high values of 
these and other properties reflect both the 
recent and expected growth of Lenox as a 
destination for upscale visitors.

It also is a sign of transitions and con-
solidation in the hospitality market overall, 
with independent inns and small hotels 
increasingly being acquired by regional and 

national owners with strategies to make their 
operations more efficient through technology 
and to increase their appeal to new genera-
tions of guests.

Although the three Lenox inns are the 
first acquisitions for 388 Ventures, the 
company’s partners have a background in 
related fields. Lange had previously worked 
in investment banking and in real estate 
acquisitions, including with the Starwood 
Capital Group and Citi. Johnson had also 

The Birchwood Inn, a property with 12 guest rooms, was purchased by 388 Ventures for $1.26 million.

worked for Citi, as well as the TPG real 
estate investment firm.

“We decided to take our combined experi-
ence to start something new,” said Lange.

Their goal is to acquire regional leisure 
destinations across the United States, with 
an emphasis on hospitality assets in lifestyle 
boutique products in the upscale and luxury 
segment.

“We chose Lenox for our first acquisitions 
because we’re both from New England, 

Dana Bixby Architecture

�������������
��� ���� �����

Get your free business valuation at 10001hours.com

BUILD YOUR BUSINESS AND YOUR FUTURE.
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including Massachusetts and Connecticut,” 
Lange said. “We’re familiar with Lenox from 
personal experience and we love the town 
because of its deep-
seated qualities. We’ve 
also seen the increasing 
investments that have 
been made in Lenox.”

He said their overall 
strategy is to upgrade 
and modernize attrac-
tive properties.

“The goal is to keep 
their original qualities, 
while updating them 
to appeal to new generations of tourists,” 
he said.

Lange noted that the COVID-19 pandemic 
caused some initial concern, but they are 
looking beyond that.

Concerns that they initially had about 
operating at reduced capacity due to the 
pandemic have been eased with the lifting 
of the state’s COVID restrictions on May 
29, allowing all businesses to again operate 
at full capacity.

Historic properties
The largest property in 388 Venture’s 

Lenox portfolio is the Church Street Inn 
(formerly the Village Inn), which has been 
a prominent part of central Lenox since 
1771 when farmer John Whitlock opened 
his house to paying guests. It has been 
signifi cantly enlarged over the years, and 
today is a 31-room inn that includes a res-
taurant and pub.

In 2019, it was purchased for $850,000 
by two Colorado-based couples, Chris and 
Dawn Frevert and Chris and Jane Serafi n. 
They invested heavily in renovations to 
the property, with plans to operate on a 
long-term basis. However, they soon had 
to struggle with the COVID pandemic, and 
agreed to sell it when they were approached 
by 388 Ventures. The purchase price was 
$2.6 million.

Lange said that 388 Ventures plans to 
reopen the restaurant and inn, although at 
the time of the interview they had not yet 
determined the concept for the spaces.

The Birchwood Inn, with 12 rooms, is a 
large stately house with a spacious lawn, 
located on the hill that descends into central 
Lenox from the north. It was purchased by 
388 Ventures from Tom Johnson and Debbie 
Lancaster for $1.26 million.

The Birchwood was among the earliest 
residential properties in Lenox. The core of 
the house was built in 1766 by Israel Dewey, 
a founding member of Lenox’s Continental 
Congress Committee. It hosted the fi rst town 
meeting in Lenox and was later converted 
into a tavern and inn.

The 20-room Rookwood Inn was pur-
chased by 388 Ventures from Amy Lindner-
Lesser for $1.63 million. That property is 
located just south of Lenox center. It was 
originally opened in 1825 as the Williams 
Tavern, and was popular with judges and 
lawyers when Lenox was the site of the 
County Courthouse.

The partners initiated the offers to pur-
chase the inns separately after researching 
the market and approaching the owners of 
properties they found desirable and compat-
ible with their overall goals.

Operational effi ciency
Lange said they chose to purchase three 

inns almost simultaneously as the most ef-
fective business strategy.

“Having three inns makes the most sense 
for the operations side,” he said. “It’s a chal-
lenge to operate a single location with a small 
number of rooms. Operating on a larger scale 
allows for sharing of resources, purchasing 
of supplies, and combining expenses and 
revenues in a more effi cient way.”

While each inn will retain its own basic 
identity and staff, this it also allows for com-
mon branding and a shared reservation and 
booking system, he added.

Lange noted that all three inns are within 
a relatively short distance of each other, but 
each has a unique setting and characteristics.

“Each inn will continue to have its own 
feel and unique qualities,” he said. “For 
example, a guest might choose the Church 
Street Inn because of its location in the 

“It’s a challenge to operate a 
single location with a small 
number of rooms. Operating 
on a larger scale allows for 
sharing of resources, pur-

chasing of supplies, and com-
bining expenses and revenues 

in a more effi cient way.”

center of town, or they might prefer one of 
the others because of their settings.”

Lange said that the management agree-
ment with Life House 
will also enable the 
inns to benefit from 
that company’s ex-
pertise and resources. 
Life House, which 
both owns and has 
management agree-
ments for hotels, will 
manage the day-to-day 
operations, reservation 
system, marketing and 

other facets of the three inns.
Last year, Life House also entered into 

a separate management agreement with 
Wheatleigh, a luxury hotel in Lenox that is 
independently owned.

continued on next page

Allendale Shopping Center

For leasing information,
call Glenn Langenback

413-236-5957

The Shopping Hub of the Berkshires

 • Convenient Free Parking 
• Bus Stop at Entrance 

• Easy Access

ALLENDALE SHOPPING CENTER • 5 CHESHIRE ROAD • SUITE 60 • PITTSFIELD, MA 01201
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AND DALTON AVENUE (ROUTE 9)

Member FDIC | Member DIF 
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continued from previous page
It also has a tentative agreement to 

manage a new hotel slated to be devel-
oped through an expansion and upgrade 
of the existing Day Inn on Pittsfi eld Road 
in Lenox. That project recently received 
approval from town officials, clearing 
the way for completion of the property’s 
purchase by Oklahoma-based Ross Group 
Development LLC.

Based in New York, Life House was 
founded in 2017 by entrepreneur Rami 
Zeidan, whose background had been in 
luxury and boutique hotels. The company 
initially developed proprietary software and 
systems to heavily utilize technology at all 
levels of hotel operations. It then branched 
out to owning properties or entering into 
management partnerships.

Bryan Dunn, head of growth at Life House, 
said his company has entered the Lenox 
market as part of an overall expansion in 
New England.

“With a growing list of unique indepen-

dent hotels under management in top New 
England destinations from Nantucket to 
Martha’s Vineyard, Lenox was a natural 
target for the continued expansion of our 
portfolio,” said Dunn in a release announc-
ing the agreement with 388 Ventures. “We 
are thrilled to partner with 388 Ventures on 
this strategy and look forward to exploring 
opportunities to expand together throughout 
the Berkshires and beyond.”

According to Lange, they have made 
preliminary improvements to the properties, 
such as a new porch and exterior paint at the 
Rookwood Inn, and will operate under their 
existing identities this tourist season. Then 
they will undertake further renovation and 
relaunch the inns next spring.

He added that at some point they will have 
shared branding as the Lenox Collection.

“They’ll keep their own current names, 
with one exception,” he said. “Two of them 
have ‘wood’ in their names. We’ll probably 
change one of them to something else to 
avoid confusion.”u

With its purchase for $2.6 million, the Village Inn has been given a new identity as the Church Street Inn.

LODGING & dining$50,000 PRICE REDUCTION! NOW $199,900
EASY TO SHOW! MOTIVATED SELLER!

413-743-0450 • 413-446-0301
www.monarchrealty-ma.com

97 Summer St. • Adams, MA 01220

For further details and to schedule a private showing,
call Dennis D’Arcangelo at 413-652-1921.

Sited on the most desirable locale on Summer Street 
in Adams, MA, stands this stalwart mixed-use property 

with a handsome yellow brick facade.

The building has two commercial units and two 
apartments, while the .34-acre lot offers parking for 

15 cars. There’s ample on-street parking too.

Both upstairs apartments are rented.
One commercial space is vacant and the other is

home to The Grille, a local go-to bar in business for 
40+ years that was closed due to COVID mandates.

The owner is now retiring and ready to sell.
The Grille business is not included in the list price

but is available for sale.

Banking Locally Powers Our...
Community Economy

Community is . . . 
YOU!

Community means everything to us! Remember when you bank locally, you help give back too.
Each depositor is insured by the FDIC to at least $250,000. All deposits above the FDIC insurance amount are insured by the Depositors Insurance Fund (DIF).
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Mortgage Companies
National

Since 1869, we’ve been serving our Berkshire 
communities. Whether it’s time or resources, 
we are devoted to strengthening our local 
communities with ongoing support of:

n	Food Pantries & Non-profits 
n	Educational Programs
n	Town Events  
n	Youth & Elderly Programs

When you bank with ACB, you help put 
money in the pockets of local business 
owners, your neighbors, and local 
non-profits. Here’s how:
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n	Promote Entrepreneurship
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Doing business with national mortgage 
companies instead of local banks results in 
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n	Impersonal Customer Service
n	No Local Charitable Giving
n		No Local Community Support
n		No Local Job Support/Creation

You are an essential part of our community and 
local economy. When you decide to bank locally, you 
help create meaningful change right here in the Berkshires 
through job creation, increased charitable giving, and 
so much more. As you support ACB with your lending 
and deposit needs, you increase our ability to 
help our local economy in so many ways. National 
mortgage companies do not have this same connection 
to the Berkshire economy.
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ARTS & culture

BY JOHN TOWNES
Reflecting the current transitional status 

from the worst of the COVID pandemic 
to some degree of normalcy, this summer 
the show will go on at Shakespeare & 
Company – outdoors.

The theatrical performance, education 
and training organization is planning a 
season of six live productions from July 
through October. All summer performances 
will be outdoors until September, when 
Shakespeare & Company plans to reopen 
the Tina Packer Playhouse and return to 
indoor productions.

This has been made possible largely be-
cause of the completion of a new 543-seat 
outdoor venue, The New Spruce Theater, 
on the organization’s 33-acre campus at 70 
Kimball St. in Lenox.

Other productions will be staged at the 
existing Roman Garden Theater, a 280-seat 
outdoor venue.

“Everything this summer will be out-
doors,” said Allyn Burrows, the organiza-
tion’s artistic director.

Last year, Shakespeare & Company 
(shakespeare.org) cancelled its live per-
formances with the exception of online 
productions and outdoor drive-in movies in 
collaboration with the Berkshire International 
Film Festival. They also held a few outdoor 
staged readings in the fall.

This year, the pandemic is easing as vac-
cinations have become widely available. 
However, like other theatrical organizations, 
Shakespeare & Company had to find a way to 
balance plans to reopen this summer, while 
accounting for the continued uncertainty and 
changes in the status of the virus.

“When we were planning this season, we 
didn’t know what the situation with COVID 
would be or how our audiences would feel 
about going to a performance,” said Burrows. 
“We also did not know what the national 
COVID guidelines or state requirements 
would be.”

He said they came up with a strategy that 
would both allow for performances, while 
also addressing the continuing presence of 
COVID.

Initially, Burrows said, Shakespeare & 
Company had planned to limit seating to 50 
percent of capacity of the outdoor venues to 
enable social distancing of six feet between 
seats, and to require masks.

That strategy was revised in response to an 
announcement by Gov. Charlie Baker on May 
17 that most COVID restrictions on gatherings 
would be lifted or eased as of May 29 (rather 
than a previous target date of Aug. 1).

They will continue to focus on outdoor per-
formances this summer, with the re-opening 
of the Tina Packard planned for September. 
However, they have increased their seating 
capacity somewhat.

“Instead of the original six feet of social 
distancing between seats, we’ll have three 
feet,” Burrows explained. “As a result, rather 
than the original 50 percent of capacity, we’ll 
go to 65 percent.”

He added that masks will still be required 
when seated in performing areas, due to Ac-
tors’ Equity requirements. That requirement 
may be amended if the actor’s union changes 
those guidelines.

Patrons will be asked to follow a “CO-
VID-19 Code of Courtesy” that has been 

drawn up by a Berkshire-based consortium 
of cultural organizations, regarding voluntary 
social distancing and other safety measures 
while attending performances (www.shake-
speare.org/covid-19-public-safety).

The organization will also continue to 
follow protocols for cleaning and sanitation 
related to COVID.

Terraced amphitheater
Shakespeare & Company was founded 

in 1978 by Tina Packer. It was originally 
located at The Mount (the historic home of 
Edith Wharton) in Lenox before purchasing 
its present site in 2000. In addition to its live 
performances, Shakespeare & Company 
sponsors training pro-
grams for professional 
actors. It also offers 
educational programs 
in area schools, among other activities.

The New Spruce Theater is a terraced am-
phitheater that was completed in mid-June. 
It will host its first production with the July 
9 premier of Shakespeare’s tragedy, King 
Lear, starring well-known television, film 
and stage actor Christopher Lloyd. (Preview 
performances begin July 2.)

The new facility is located near the center 
of the campus.

“We took down several old decrepit build-
ings to open up the space,” Burrows noted.

The name reflects the setting, where a line 
of tall old spruce trees serves as a backdrop 
to the stage. “It’s a majestic space but is also 
intimate,” said Burrows.

The stage area is 900 square feet. This 
faces a U-shaped structure made of crushed 
stone, with tiered platforms with high-quality 
camp chairs placed on them.

“It’s similar to a Greek amphitheater,” said 
Burrows. “The rear row is 24 feet back from 
the front row. Each level of seats is slightly 

higher than the row before it, to allow for 
good visibility in all seats.”

The schedule this summer will be divided 
between the two outdoor stages. The New 
Spruce Theater will be the site of King Lear 
in July and August.

The Roman Garden Theater will present 
Becoming Othello: A Black Girl’s Journey, 
an autobiographical multimedia theatrical 
production by Debra Ann Byrd which will run 
from July 16-25. This will be followed by Art, 
a play by Yasmina Reza from July 30 to Aug. 
22, and Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure, 
a workshop production from Sept. 1-5.

All productions at both venues will take 
place during the afternoon and early evening 

under natural lighting.
The performance 

schedule is being stag-
gered between produc-

tions at the New Spruce Theater, which start 
at 5:30 p.m. (5 p.m. in August) and those 
at the Roman Garden Theater, which will 
start at 2 p.m.

Burrows noted that all outdoor per-
formances are dependent on cooperative 
weather, as there are no plans to move indoors 
in the event of rain. He added that perfor-
mances have not been scheduled for Sundays, 
which gives them an open day each week 
to reschedule any cancelled performances.

The Tina Packer Playhouse will reopen 
with hang, a dark comedy by Debbie Tucker 
Green from Sept. 10 to Oct. 3, followed by 
The Chairs by Eugene Ionesco, Oct. 8-31.

Progress on partnering
Shortly before the pandemic, Shakespeare 

& Company had launched an initiative to 
recruit one or more partners to share its 
campus with compatible uses.

Burrows said nothing has been finalized, 
but they are making progress on that.

“Those kind of endeavors are naturally 
slow going,” he said, “But we’ve been in 
conversation with potential partners. We 
haven’t made any agreements yet, but we’re 
encouraged on where things are on that.”

Overall, Shakespeare & Company, which 
usually has a full-time year-round staff of 28 
and a staff of 100 in the summer, weathered 
the pandemic as well as could be expected, 
said Burrows.

“We initially had to put staff on furlough, 
but we brought them back in the fall,” he said. 
“In general, we kept our heads down, preserved 
our resources and pushed through. Our online 
productions and drive-in movies were very 
successful. And, fortunately, our supporters 
really came through with donations.”u

Addition of outdoor theater 
plays in organization’s favor 
during pandemic’s final act

This summer everything’s out in the open for Shakespeare & Company

The New Spruce Theater gives Shakespeare & Company a second – and larger – outdoor theater for staging its performances this summer. Following preview 
performances of Shakespeare’s King Lear in early July, the new theater will mark its formal debut with the play’s July 9 opening. (Shakespeare & Company photo)

“It’s a majestic space but 
is also intimate.”

MovieQuiet Generators
Portable power without the noise 
or nuisance – for special events, working 
in noise-sensitive environments,  
�lm/video locations.

Limelight Productions, Inc

1-413-243-4950
www.LimelightProductions.com
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ARTS & culture

BY JOHN TOWNES
Like other museums, the Bidwell House 

in the southern Berkshire town of Monterey 
had to fi nd innovative ways to adapt its 
operations and remain relevant during the 
closures and restricted capacity of in-person 
activities during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Last spring, the board and staff of the mu-
seum decided not to open the main house for 
the 2020 season, and cancelled most events, 
including its popular Bidwell Country Fair 
that usually takes place in July.

Among other strategies, the organization 
launched an ambitious and in-depth series 
of free weekly articles and essays on the 
region’s history called Bidwell Lore. It has 
been sending these out as email newslet-
ters to subscribers and others, and posting 
them for the public on its website (www.
bidwellhousemuseum.org) and Facebook 
Page (BidwellHouseMuseum).

“The Bidwell Lore series has been really 
successful, and we’ve gotten tremendous 
feedback about it,” said Heather Kowalski, 
executive director of the Bidwell House.

Now, with the removal of most restrictions, 
the museum plans to reopen the historic 
house for tours on a controlled basis begin-
ning July 17 and to offer other activities at 
the site and online.

However, the museum decided again not 
to hold its annual country fair this year.

“It’s very popular, but with the uncertain-
ties around the pandemic it would have been 
too diffi cult to plan and organize it in time,” 
Kowalski said.

As an alternative, they are planning to 
hold a Market Day later this summer, with 
live reenactments of life in the 18th and 
19th centuries.

“We’re going to do worthwhile activities 
this year, although not as many as usual,” 

said Kowalski. “We hope to return to a full 
slate of programming next year.”

Nevertheless, despite the closure of the 
house to the public, the Bidwell House Mu-
seum property has been a popular destination 
during the pandemic.

The museum owns 192 acres which 
include terraced flower, vegetable and 
herb gardens. A majority of the property is 
comprised of woodlands, with four miles 

of trails and footpaths with historical land-
marks along the way.

“Before COVID, our grounds were al-
ways open to the public, and members of 
the community would regularly come for 
walks and hikes,” said Kowalski, who has 
served as executive director since 2017. 
“During the pandemic, although the house 
was closed, we decided to continue to keep 
the property open, with guidelines for social 
distancing. It’s an important community 
resource. We also placed more emphasis on 
outdoor informational 
displays and maps for 
self-guided tours.”

She added that visi-
torship to the site actu-
ally increased during 
the pandemic.

“The number of out-
door visitors skyrocketed,” she said. “In part, 
I think that people wanted to get out of their 
houses and go to a natural setting that is safe 
and enjoyable. Between that and transition-
ing to online programs, we remained busy.”

In a related response to the pandemic in 
the spring of 2020, former Bidwell intern 
Joe Makuc worked with gardener Ruth 
Green, intern Charlie Annecharico and other 
volunteers to expand the heritage vegetable 
garden to grow additional food for those in 
need in the Berkshires. About 85 pounds 
of produce were donated to the Great Bar-
rington People’s Pantry and to Monterey’s 
Pantry Pickup.

Museum’s origins
The Bidwell House was built around 

1760 by the Reverend Adonijah Bidwell, 
the fi rst minister of Housatonic Township 
No. 1, which was the original designation 
of today’s Monterey and Tyringham. The 
Bidwell House was the site of the fi rst meet-
ing house, located at the crossroads of the 
Great Trail (the Boston-Albany Post Road) 
and Royal Hemlock Road.

The house and property stayed in the 
Bidwell family through three generations 
before it was sold to other private owners.

The museum opened in 1990 due to the 
initiatives of Jack Hargis and David Brush, 
who had bought the house in 1960, restored 
it to its original appearance, and furnished 
it with 18th and early 19th century decora-
tive arts, using Rev. Bidwell’s 1784 death 
inventory as a guide.

The museum is operated by an inde-
pendent nonprofit organization, with a 
board, two staff members – Kowalski and 
administrator Erin Hunt – and a network of 
volunteers. The organization has a member-

ship of about 150 paid 
supporters.

In addition to pre-
senting information 
about the Bidwell fam-
ily and early history of 
the area, the museum 
is intended to preserve 

and depict the ways of life of early Berkshire 
residents and communities.

In recent years, it has also placed an in-
creased emphasis on the history and heritage 
of the region’s indigenous Native American 
population, especially the branches of the 
Mohican Nation who lived or had hunting 
grounds here for 7,000 years. This has included 
displays and special exhibits, as well as trails 
and sites on the property of signifi cance.

This is being done in coordination with a 
larger initiative to create a Native American 
Heritage Trail, in a partnership that includes 
the Upper Housatonic Valley National Heri-
tage Area and a federally recognized Indian 
Nation called the Stockbridge-Munsee Com-
munity, based on a reservation in northern 
Wisconsin.

Sustained connection
Kowalski said being a relatively small 

organization has had advantages during the 
pandemic.

“We lost some income from tours and 
other activities,” she said. “But we didn’t 
have to deal with large-scale layoffs like 
some organizations did. And our members 
have been very supportive and continued to 
renew their memberships and provide help 

WEEKLY DOSE OF BIDWELL LORE

Monterey museum keeps connected with series of historical essays

The Bidwell House is set to resume tours of the circa 1760 structure on July 17. While closed during the pandemic, the Monterey museum kept its grounds and 
four miles of walking trails open to public use as a community resource. “The number of outdoor visitors skyrocketed,” says Executive Director Heather Kowalski.

“[The pandemic] forced 
us into actions such as 
expanding online and 

fi guring out the best way to 
make use of volunteers.”

Buying or
selling we offer
a team to trust

Call Today (413) 528-4423

After over two decades of blacksmithing and ornamental metalwork
in the Berkshires, John F. Graney Metal Design is for sale.

� e sale will include 6,000 sq. ft. building on 2-1/2 acres,
all blacksmithing and welding tools and machinery (complete list 

available), showroom samples, extensive client list and design library.

Proprietor John Graney will be available as mentor, sales assistant,
and promotional front man for a fee. Willing to share contact list

and help you develop working relationships with renowned
architects, designers and builders.

Current crew of four craftsman, all with 10 to 30 years experience,
are available to continue with new owner.

� e locale is home to later 19th century estates, well-heeled second-
home owners and professional artists. All it takes is your inspiration.

Asking price: $800,000

Contact John at graneymetal@gmail.com

John F. Graney Metal Design 
1920 North Main Street, Sheffi  eld

Offi  ce: 413-528-6744 • Cell: 413-441-1846
GraneyMetalDesign.com 

Estalished
Blacksmith Shop

For Sale
Talented Blacksmith/Fabricator
Needed To Run Blacksmith Shop

Could Be Turnkey Operation
For Right Person
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in other ways to keep us going. We also 
received some funding from the [federal] 
PPP program.”

Although they had to cancel in-person 
events that generate income, they were able 
to hold an online auction and a concert and 
online lectures to raise funds.

The Bidwell Lore series was launched in 
April 2020.

Kowalski serves as the editor and staff 
writer. Two major contributors are former 
Stockbridge Police Chief Richard Wilcox, 
who is active in local history initiatives, and 
Rob Hoogs, chairman of Foresight Land 
Services and president of the Bidwell House 
Museum’s board.

“They have both done extensive research 
and writing about the region’s history,” said 
Kowalski. “I’m the editor of it and work with 
them. We’ve used their research and writings, 
as well as creating updated and new content.”

She noted that the overall series has been 
organized thematically, with subsets of the 
posts focusing on different aspects of the 
area’s history. The initial posts, for example, 
centered on the Bidwell family and their role 
in the area’s history.

Another series covered the early his-
tory of the indigenous population, their 
relationships with white settlers and the 
and establishment of missions, and their 
subsequent displacement from the region. 
It recounts how in 1734, a Christian mis-

sionary named John Sergeant came to live 
with the Mohicans in their village of Wn-
ahktukuk, now part of Great Barrington. In 
1738, the Mohicans gave him permission to 
start a mission in the village, which became 
Stockbridge. The Mohicans, as well as and 
other Native people who relocated there 
became known as the Stockbridge Indians, 
and they became part of the fabric of the 
larger community.

However, under pressure of white 
settlement, they moved to New York state. 
Again due to displacement, they moved 
to Wisconsin where they finally were al-
lowed to establish a permanent reservation. 
The Stockbridge-Munsee are a federally 
recognized Indian Nation and a vibrant 
community based in Wisconsin. However, 
they continue to consider this area a spiritual 
home and they maintain a strong connec-
tion to it today.

A more recent series explores the early 
days of Township One, and original plans 
to establish a “City on the Hill.”

“Today the Bidwell property seems like 
a very rural site that is somewhat out of the 
way,” said Kowalski. “But originally this 
was planned to be the center of community 
and commercial activity for Township One.”

She explained that geographic and other 
factors prevented that, and the township even-
tually separated into the towns of Tyringham 
and Monterey, which had their own town 

centers. The current series of Bidwell Lore 
articles is recounting that aspect of its history.

New and previous issues of Bidwell Lore 
are available on the museum’s website and 
Facebook page.

Pandemic-driven improvements
Despite the obvious challenges and dif-

ficulties of operating during the pandemic, 
Kowalski said it did push the organization 

into making improvements in its operations 
and programs.

“We looked for silver linings,” said 
Kowalski. “It forced us into actions such as 
expanding online and figuring out the best 
way to make use of volunteers.”

It also has led to new practices, including 
how the house is open to the public.

“Before, a lot of people would just drop in 
to take tours of the house,” she explained. “In 
some ways that was fine. However, it made 
it more difficult to organize the tours and 
volunteer schedules, and it would fluctuate 
between having too many people and a very 
small number.”

In planning this year’s reopening, they 
set up a different policy to adapt to the still-
existing conditions regarding COVID. While 
some walk-in visitors will still be accepted, 
the emphasis is on appointment-only tours 
which people will book in advance. The 
house will be open on Mondays, Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays.

“Although we designed that for social 
distancing, we will probably do it on a per-
manent basis,” Kowalski said. “It allows 
us to structure the tour schedule to be more 
efficient. We will also be able to predict and 
control the number of people in the tours 
to provide a better experience for visitors.”

They have also made other changes that 
will likely become permanent.

Kowalski explained that previously they 
held a regular lecture series at a local church. 
During the pandemic they transitioned to 
online lectures and presentations. This also 
required a change in venue because the church 
did not have sufficient access to the Internet.

“We presented them on Zoom from here,” 
she said. “It actually worked out well because 
more people could attend from anywhere. 
For example, we heard from a number of 
descendants of the Bidwell family who live 
elsewhere, and they were thrilled to be able 
to attend the programs remotely.”

She said they expect to continue to hold 
lectures at the museum with small in-person 
audiences that are also accessible online.

Kowalski said they are still planning and 
developing their event schedule, including 
guided hikes, lectures and other activities. 
Updates will be available on their Facebook 
page and website.u

Heather Kowalski, who has served as executive director of the Bidwell House since 2017, says the museum’s modest size and strong support from its members 
helped it weather a year-long shutdown during the pandemic. In April 2020 she came up with the concept for Bidwell Lore, a series of weekly articles on the region’s 
history, as a way to stay connected with members and the community at large while the museum was closed to the public. (Photos courtesy of the Bidwell House)

Business is done  
between two people.
Not two voicemail 
systems.
Let our virtual receptionists handle your 
customers’ calls whenever you can’t.

(800) 367-7243    BerkshireCommunicators.com

 STOP & SHOP PLAZA, MERRILL ROAD, PITTSFIELD
 442-6911

 Mark E. Kasuba, Gemologistwww.medwardjewelers.com
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Every month, BERKSHIRE TRADE & COMMERCE takes a fresh look at
news and issues affecting the local economy…and businesses like yours.

With an assortment of articles covering key sectors of the business community,
each issue of BERKSHIRE TRADE & COMMERCE is well-read by the region’s business owners,

managers and professionals…the people you want to reach and want to do business with.

Call or email today for information about making BERKSHIRE TRADE & COMMERCE

an effective and affordable part of your marketing plan for the year ahead.

413-447-7700 • btac@bcn.net

Good reasons to make

BERKSHIRE TRADE & COMMERCE

part of your marketing plan for 2008a regular part of your marketing plan

Every month, BERKSHIRE TRADE & COMMERCE takes a fresh look at news and issues 
affecting the local economy…and businesses like yours.

With an assortment of articles covering key sectors of the business 
community, each issue of BERKSHIRE TRADE & COMMERCE is well-read 

by the region’s business owners, managers and professionals…the people 
you want to reach and want to do business with.

Call or email today for information about making BERKSHIRE TRADE & 
COMMERCE an effective and affordable part of your marketing plan.

413-662-2002 • info@btaconline.com
Next Issue: August 2021  u  Ad Deadline: July 16  u  Print Date: July 22
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Berkshire County real estate transfersREAL estate
The following real Estate 
transactions are provided by 
Banker & Tradesman Real 
Estate Data Publishing. Only 
properties valued at $75,000 
or higher are included.

ADAMS
35 Burt St.
Buyer: Trevor Crombie
Seller: Kennard Sherman +
Price: $86,500
Mortgage: $69,200
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/30/21

47 Commercial St.
Buyer: Sincerity Builds LLC
Seller: Kenneth Hodgdon
Price: $155,000
Date: 4/6/21

1 E Hoosac St.
Buyer: Lisa Mendel
Seller: Stephen Alibozek
Price: $90,000
Date: 4/12/21

54 Highland Ave.
Buyer: Paul Baker +
Seller: Laura Delmolino
Price: $242,000
Mortgage: $223,250
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 4/27/21

7 Kittler Ave.
Buyer: Bethany Baer
Seller: Blohm Holly Est +
Price: $160,000
Mortgage: $167,676
Lender: Republic State
Date: 4/28/21

70 Lime St.
Buyer: Brian Bowe +
Seller: Gregory Bartlett
Price: $162,000
Mortgage: $145,800
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/29/21

9 Orchard St.
Buyer: Harold Dupee
Seller: JP Morgan Chase Bank
Price: $116,400
Date: 4/30/21

5-7 Richmond St.
Buyer: Alex West +
Seller: Thomas Drury-Murphy
Price: $177,500
Mortgage: $168,625
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/21/21

2 Weber St.
Buyer: Robert Mccabe +
Seller: Luca Waters
Price: $129,900
Mortgage: $123,405
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 4/9/21

ALFORD
303 East Rd.
Buyer: Cloud Kingdom 
2020 LLC
Seller: W Donald Waite 
RET +
Price: $759,000
Date: 4/29/21

102 West Rd.
Buyer: Matthew Strassler +

Seller: Robert Strassler
Price: $1,343,110
Date: 4/5/21

BECKET
133 Black Foot Way
Buyer: Jill Glomb-Daly
Seller: Charles Clifford +
Price: $385,000
Mortgage: $288,750
Lender: JPMorgan Chase
Date: 4/14/21

612 Main St.
Buyer: James Jensen Jr +
Seller: Emerald City Rentals
Price: $255,900
Mortgage: $204,720
Lender: TD Bank
Date: 4/14/21

246 Silver Leaf Dr.
Buyer: Michael Poudrier
Seller: Jacquemin Ronald Est +
Price: $275,000
Mortgage: $284,900
Lender: Residential Mtg
Date: 4/29/21

29 Valley View Dr.
Buyer: Thomas Patton-
Staley +
Seller: Carleen Kristensen
Price: $450,000
Mortgage: $427,500
Lender: Zillow Home
Date: 4/1/21

CHESHIRE
15 Arnold Ct.
Buyer: Joseph Tatro
Seller: Jennifer Zabek
Price: $160,000
Mortgage: $140,000
Lender: Trustco
Date: 4/1/21

206 Shadowland Cove Rd.
Buyer: William Odonnell
Seller: Lamb NT +
Price: $204,900
Date: 4/21/21

192 Willow Cove Rd.
Buyer: John Kelly +
Seller: Phyllis Kelly +
Price: $200,000
Mortgage: $160,000
Lender: Eagle Bank
Date: 4/20/21

CLARKSBURG
511 Walker St.
Buyer: Wells Fargo Bank NA
Seller: Robert VanDeusen +
Price: $164,293
Date: 4/15/21

DALTON
24 3rd St.
Buyer: John Wilkinson +
Seller: William Daniels Jr
Price: $80,000
Date: 4/16/21

85 Central Ave.
Buyer: Alycia Rando +
Seller: John Wilkinson +
Price: $266,000
Mortgage: $252,700
Lender: Adams Community

Date: 4/14/21

174 Depot St.
Buyer: Mark Messina +
Seller: Torran Bagamary
Price: $75,000
Date: 4/23/21

96 Judith Dr.
Buyer: Paul Durfee +
Seller: Kathryn Fahey
Price: $198,000
Mortgage: $139,100
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 4/16/21

1056 Main St.
Buyer: Amanda Ruberto +
Seller: Nicholas Kirchner Jr +
Price: $355,000
Mortgage: $337,250
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/12/21

69 Oak St. Ext
Buyer: Timothy Cachat +
Seller: Bessie Canedy
Price: $223,130
Mortgage: $225,383
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/15/21

153 Pleasant St.
Buyer: Sean Rice +
Seller: James Wheeler
Price: $297,000
Mortgage: $282,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/21/21

30 Prospect St.
Buyer: DTK LLC
Seller: Philip Volastro
Price: $240,000
Mortgage: $192,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 4/28/21

18 Sunset Dr.
Buyer: Jocelyn Kimball
Seller: Wendling Joyce Est +
Price: $225,000
Mortgage: $202,500
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 4/26/21

375 Washington Mountain
Buyer: Jennibeth 
Capanzana-Gomez
Seller: Steven Seltzer
Price: $374,000
Mortgage: $336,600
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/16/21

18 Weston Ave.
Buyer: Jose Colmenares
Seller: Jody Fijal +
Price: $150,000
Mortgage: $120,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 4/30/21

96 Depot St. U:C
Buyer: Justine Donovan
Seller: Suzanne Kittle
Price: $130,000
Date: 4/27/21

EGREMONT
29 Blunt Rd.
Buyer: Melanie Berliet
Seller: Krancer Helen Est +
Price: $585,000
Mortgage: $468,000
Lender: Citizens Bank
Date: 4/13/21

46 Bow Wow Rd.
Buyer: Freeman Berkshires
Seller: Uwe Bischoff
Price: $1,600,000
Date: 4/2/21

186 Egremont Plain Rd.
Buyer: Raymond Sabatelli
Seller: Donald Torrico +
Price: $585,000
Mortgage: $585,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/12/21

8 Hickory Hill Rd.
Buyer: Paul Turovsky +
Seller: Sarah Verrelli
Price: $975,000
Date: 4/1/21

91 Hillsdale Rd.
Buyer: Bruce Cowles-
Mallory +
Seller: Linda Kelly
Price: $815,000
Date: 4/15/21

FLORIDA
23 S County Rd.
Buyer: Brian Connelly +
Seller: Blue Bear Mtn LLC
Price: $83,000
Mortgage: $73,000
Lender: Seller
Date: 4/14/21

GREAT
BARRINGTON

14 Berkshire Cir.
Buyer: Craig Crawford +
Seller: Nguyen Thanh Est +
Price: $348,000
Mortgage: $320,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/20/21

18 Berkshire Cir.
Buyer: Louise Lieblich
Seller: Youdelman Lake 
Buel Rd NT +
Price: $87,500
Date: 4/21/21

38 Blue Hill Rd.
Buyer: Canyon View LLC
Seller: Peter Drucker
Price: $75,000
Date: 4/14/21

40 Blue Hill Rd.
Buyer: Howard Jacobs +
Seller: Peter Drucker
Price: $75,000
Date: 4/14/21

42 Blue Hill Rd.
Buyer: Gerald Sherman +
Seller: Peter Drucker
Price: $75,000
Date: 4/14/21

23 Castle St.
Buyer: Susan Walker +
Seller: Kathleen Triem +
Price: $1,248,000
Mortgage: $998,400
Lender: Valley Natl
Date: 4/29/21

177 Castle St.
Buyer: Castle GB House 
on the Hill
Seller: Bonita Lucek
Price: $250,000
Date: 4/2/21

Christian Hill Rd.
Buyer: Carolyn Cryer +
Seller: Mary Akers
Price: $119,000
Date: 4/28/21

84 Christian Hill Rd.
Buyer: Langway FT 2016 +
Seller: Allegrone Homes Inc
Price: $125,000
Date: 4/13/21

24 Cottage St.
Buyer: 24 Cottage LLC
Seller: Donna Mooney
Price: $354,000
Date: 4/22/21

10 Depot St.
Buyer: Heni Realty LLC
Seller: Housatonic Holdings
Price: $635,000
Mortgage: $1,070,000
Lender: Aberdales
Date: 4/30/21

208 Division St.
Buyer: Radovan Kovacevic +
Seller: Daniel Klein
Price: $510,000
Mortgage: $255,000
Lender: Wells Fargo
Date: 4/30/21

210 Grove St.
Buyer: Mary Luchi +
Seller: Cynthia Turner
Price: $285,000
Mortgage: $254,650
Lender: Total Mtg Svcs
Date: 4/2/21

Lake Ave. Lot 2
Buyer: Blackwater RT +
Seller: Mex RT +
Price: $100,000
Date: 4/16/21

16 Lake Ave.
Buyer: Blackwater RT +
Seller: Maw RT +
Price: $500,000
Date: 4/15/21

Lake Buel Rd. Lot 11
Buyer: Cynthia Dartley +
Seller: Brown Rochelle Est +
Price: $88,000
Date: 4/15/21

1074 Main St.
Buyer: Gregory Paolini +
Seller: David Troiano
Price: $342,000
Mortgage: $256,500
Lender: North Amer SB
Date: 4/21/21

18 Meadow St.
Buyer: Sureshkumar 
Patel +
Seller: Housatonic Hldgs 
2 LLC
Price: $150,000
Mortgage: $1,070,000
Lender: Aberdales
Date: 4/30/21

9-B Monument Valley Rd.
Buyer: DN21 LLC
Seller: Ian Minushkin +
Price: $501,000
Date: 4/6/21

28 Monument Valley Rd.
Buyer: Chrtista Montano +
Seller: Bernadette Daniels 
RET +
Price: $458,000
Mortgage: $364,000
Lender: Finance Amer
Date: 4/2/21

27 Pleasant St.
Buyer: Vivian Chan +
Seller: Georgene Poliak +
Price: $449,500
Mortgage: $359,600
Lender: Total Mtg Svcs
Date: 4/1/21

21 Pope St.
Buyer: Derek Neaz-
Nibur +
Seller: Carolann Strickling
Price: $331,900
Mortgage: $265,520
Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 4/30/21

109 Seekonk Cross Rd.
Buyer: Alexander Musayev +
Seller: Joseph Krummel +
Price: $678,000
Mortgage: $478,000
Lender: Trustco
Date: 4/30/21

10 South St.
Buyer: Michael Singer +
Seller: Rose Tannenbaum
Price: $325,000
Mortgage: $660,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 4/30/21

Van Deusenville Rd.
Buyer: Jeffrey Ramsey +
Seller: Majestic Oak 
Estates LLC
Price: $235,000
Date: 4/9/21

34 Bridge St. U:201
Buyer: Amy Harren
Seller: Powerhouse Square 
LLC
Price: $500,000
Mortgage: $400,000
Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 4/30/21

34 Bridge St. U:204
Buyer: Frank Rudnicki +
Seller: Powerhouse Square 
LLC
Price: $370,000
Mortgage: $294,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/12/21

6 Copper Beech Ln. U:6
Buyer: Leon Weil Jr
Seller: Epstein Laurily Est +
Price: $660,000
Date: 4/14/21

HANCOCK
106 Main St.
Buyer: Matthew Mccusker
Seller: Freedom Mortgage 
Corp
Price: $169,611
Date: 4/1/21

continued on next page
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Formerly home of the seasonal Renton’s Market, this corner parcel 
on Main Street at the eastern entrance to Williamstown is ready for 

new endeavors. Large greenhouse on the property. Located in the town’s 
Limited Business Zone, where a variety of business types are allowed. 
A new bylaw passed at 2017 Town Meeting also allows multifamily 
buildings with few restrictions in this zone. A great opportunity! $199,000

73 Spring Street & 95 Water Street • Williamstown, MA 01267
413-458-8366 altonwestall.com

MAIN STREET • WILLIAMSTOWN
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REAL estate
continued from page 23

Burbank Childrens Ctr. U:832
Buyer: Daniel Romanello +
Seller: Stephen Maharam
Price: $350,000
Date: 4/15/21

Corey Rd. U:841
Buyer: Bradley Staeben +
Seller: Sharon Carini
Price: $370,000
Date: 4/23/21

Mountainside Dr. U:9081
Buyer: Matthew Dornfeld
Seller: Domenick Pulsone Jr +
Price: $345,000
Mortgage: $276,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/16/21

Mountainside Dr. U:9125
Buyer: Christopher Medina +
Seller: Thomas Rocchio +
Price: $312,500
Mortgage: $281,250
Lender: Homeside Fncl
Date: 4/23/21

Paul Major Welcome U:845
Buyer: Michael Nitka +
Seller: Aimee Linn
Price: $305,000
Date: 4/9/21

HINSDALE
45 Forest Hill Dr.
Buyer: David Mickenberg +
Seller: Joel Smith +
Price: $458,000
Date: 4/15/21

Pine Cone Ln. U:160
Buyer: Steven Goldstein +
Seller: Michael Stamm +
Price: $361,000
Date: 4/29/21

LANESBORO
225 Bailey Rd.
Buyer: Zachary 
Zimmerman +
Seller: Michael Zamboni +
Price: $695,000
Date: 4/16/21

15 Billings St.
Buyer: John Trybus +
Seller: Joseph Trybus +
Price: $173,500
Mortgage: $173,500
Lender: Berkshire Bank
Date: 4/20/21

8 Bull Hill Rd.

Buyer: Mavis Nyamehen
Seller: Trevor Dufault
Price: $305,000
Mortgage: $274,500
Lender: Digital FCU
Date: 4/12/21

21 Irwin St.
Buyer: Eric Lee Sr +
Seller: Ryan Mccormick +
Price: $100,000
Mortgage: $80,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/1/21

50 Olsen Rd.
Buyer: Christopher Wheeler +
Seller: Wheeler George Est +
Price: $160,000
Mortgage: $143,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/16/21

440 Williamstown Rd.
Buyer: Berkshire Prop 
Vent LLC
Seller: Darren Green
Price: $85,000
Date: 4/21/21

580 S Main St. U:107
Buyer: David Pelletier
Seller: Joseph Geurds
Price: $97,900
Date: 4/6/21

LEE
63 E Center St.
Buyer: Michael Elrod +
Seller: Justin Thomson +
Price: $295,000
Mortgage: $280,330
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/5/21

210 E Center St.
Buyer: Michael Bragdon +
Seller: William Tierney 3rd +
Price: $252,000
Date: 4/15/21

345 East St.
Buyer: IJN Equities LLC
Seller: Obrien Marguerite Est +
Price: $228,281
Date: 4/26/21

520 Fairview St.
Buyer: Alan Zakheim +
Seller: Vincent Galano Jr +
Price: $850,000
Mortgage: $680,000
Lender: US Bank NA
Date: 4/16/21

121 Fox Run
Buyer: Andrew Carss-
Erickson +

Seller: Fox Run T +
Price: $700,000
Date: 4/21/21

62 Moose Dr.
Buyer: Matthew Gleason +
Seller: Joyce Digrigoli
Price: $570,000
Mortgage: $456,000
Lender: Quicken Loan
Date: 4/16/21

20 Parkview Ter.
Buyer: Gary Leveille +
Seller: Joseph Hanley Jr 
RET +
Price: $355,000
Date: 4/20/21

Willow Hill Rd.
Buyer: General Electric Co
Seller: Lane Construction 
Corp
Price: $6,200,000
Date: 4/28/21

880 East St. U:12C
Buyer: Alice White
Seller: Noah Clyman
Price: $249,000
Date: 4/28/21

Stockbridge Ter. U:50
Buyer: Arthur Buchman +
Seller: Karen Wollowick
Price: $720,000
Mortgage: $340,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 4/27/21

LENOX
8 Bentrup Ct.
Buyer: Temple Bodley-
Stites Jr +
Seller: Anthony Patella +
Price: $299,000
Mortgage: $239,000
Lender: Key Bank
Date: 4/16/21

13 Bolton Dr.
Buyer: Daniel Schenker +
Seller: Barbara Cohen 
2011 RET +
Price: $475,000
Date: 4/30/21

3 Golden Hill Rd.
Buyer: Luke Paull
Seller: Ruby Realty LLC
Price: $150,000
Mortgage: $180,000
Lender: Marth E LLC
Date: 4/30/21

12 Housatonic St.
Buyer: North Sandy Brook 
LLC
Seller: Jaki NT +
Price: $1,500,000
Date: 4/15/21

48 Old Stockbridge Rd.
Buyer: Colin Kingsbury
Seller: Colin Mathews
Price: $957,500
Date: 4/2/21

9 Stoneledge Rd.
Buyer: Rinku Jakhar
Seller: Mical NT +
Price: $210,000
Mortgage: $168,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/9/21

470 Walker St.
Buyer: Christopher Estella +
Seller: Nora Powers
Price: $375,000
Mortgage: $175,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/21/21

26 Willow Ln.
Buyer: James Fabiani
Seller: Mark Birrell +
Price: $775,000
Mortgage: $556,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 4/28/21

Fairway Dr. U:8
Buyer: China Cat 
Sunflower LLC
Seller: Restated CF 

Einaugler T+
Price: $975,000
Date: 4/9/21

165 Kemble St. U:1
Buyer: PK Property 
Holdings LLC
Seller: CR Lenox 
Residences LLC
Price: $1,100,000
Date: 4/29/21

6 Rolling Hills U:10
Buyer: Gerald Denmark +
Seller: Ralph Gutmann 
2000 RET +
Price: $221,000
Mortgage: $165,750
Lender: Bk of America
Date: 4/6/21

8 Rolling Hills U:6
Buyer: Anne Meczywor +
Seller: Arthur Greenstone +
Price: $170,000
Date: 4/16/21

MONTEREY
99 Beartown Mountain Rd.
Buyer: Matthew Vella +
Seller: Ronald Goldfinger +
Price: $670,000
Mortgage: $420,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/29/21

Dowd Rd.
Buyer: Sheldon Hanau +
Seller: Kurys NT +
Price: $345,000
Date: 4/20/21

Hupi Woods Cir.
Buyer: Martin Brunk +
Seller: R Naomi Remen LT 
2004 +
Price: $135,000
Date: 4/2/21

233 Main Rd.
Buyer: Lindsey Siegal
Seller: Paula Lewis +
Price: $513,500
Date: 4/16/21

9 Mount Hunger Ests.
Buyer: Daniel Wachsman +
Seller: Marc Putus +
Price: $1,500,000
Mortgage: $1,000,000
Lender: Wells Fargo
Date: 4/14/21

MOUNT
WASHINGTON

463 East St.
Buyer: Joanna Colaneri +
Seller: Gregory Boehmcke +
Price: $1,260,000
Mortgage: $850,000
Lender: Wells Fargo
Date: 4/16/21

NEW ASHFORD
201 Mallery Rd.
Buyer: Julia Maeve-Phykitt
Seller: Polish American 
Rlty LLC
Price: $189,000
Date: 4/14/21

NEW
MARLBORO

1139 Clayton Mill River Rd.
Buyer: Chez Rolico RT +
Seller: Danna Wichman
Price: $629,000
Mortgage: $548,091
Lender: Wells Fargo
Date: 4/26/21

894 Cross Road to Canaan
Buyer: Susan & Douglas 
Moyer LT +
Seller: Michael Greenblatt +
Price: $895,000
Date: 4/5/21

74 Mill River Great
Buyer: Anthony Gallo 3rd

Seller: Roman Catholic Bishop
Price: $150,000
Date: 4/22/21

Sisson Hill Rd.
Buyer: Janice Findlay
Seller: Carol Ustico
Price: $95,000
Date: 4/30/21

NORTH ADAMS
528 Barbour St.
Buyer: Rachel Doane
Seller: Adam Beer
Price: $190,000
Date: 4/26/21

53-55 Chase Ave.
Buyer: Eric Gordon
Seller: Chase Avenue NT +
Price: $170,000
Date: 4/8/21

23 Eagle St.
Buyer: Workingfrom-
theberkshires
Seller: David Atwell
Price: $245,000
Date: 4/8/21

230 Furnace St.
Buyer: Joshua Serre
Seller: Berkshire 
Restoration NT +
Price: $90,000
Mortgage: $88,369
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 4/2/21

1433 Massachusetts Ave.
Buyer: Archer House LLC
Seller: Deborah Gallese +
Price: $89,900
Date: 4/5/21

1438 Massachusetts Ave.
Buyer: Sarah Chenail +
Seller: Episcopal Missions
Price: $100,000
Mortgage: $161,500
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/12/21

385 Notch Rd.
Buyer: Jeffrey Rand +
Seller: Deborah Morandi +
Price: $399,900
Date: 4/15/21

99 Tremont St.
Buyer: Russell Webber
Seller: Thomas Hawke +
Price: $127,500
Date: 4/30/21

185 Veazie St.
Buyer: Joanne Dearstyne
Seller: Michael Lescarbeau +
Price: $284,000
Mortgage: $278,856
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 4/30/21

110 Wells Ave.
Buyer: Barbara Alexander +
Seller: Sara Argueta +
Price: $264,900
Date: 4/26/21

OTIS
698 Algerie Rd.
Buyer: Mark Johnke +
Seller: Charles Wilson +
Price: $1,100,000
Date: 4/30/21

2501 Algerie Rd.
Buyer: Maurice Garofoli +
Seller: Lawrence Stevens +
Price: $570,000
Date: 4/5/21

257 Brookman Dr.
Buyer: Arlene Fishkind
Seller: Kathleen Bourn
Price: $949,000
Date: 4/30/21

71 N Gate Island Rd.
Buyer: Timothy Shangraw +
Seller: Robert Shangraw
Price: $122,200
Date: 4/1/21

1765 N Main Rd.
Buyer: Karl Laird +
Seller: Bruce Prager +
Price: $1,075,000
Mortgage: $745,000
Lender: Bk of America
Date: 4/16/21

106 Pine Rd.
Buyer: Lynda Brazee +
Seller: Lee Hurley +
Price: $375,000
Date: 4/30/21

1401 Reservoir Rd.
Buyer: MBA Realty LLC
Seller: Gwendolyn Miller
Price: $700,000
Date: 4/13/21

PERU
55 E Windsor Rd.
Buyer: 55 East Windsor 
Rd LLC
Seller: Beebe Christine Est +
Price: $82,500
Date: 4/26/21

153 E Windsor Rd.
Buyer: James Muschett +
Seller: Harrison Patricia Est +
Price: $155,000
Mortgage: $147,250
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/20/21

PITTSFIELD
84 3rd St.
Buyer: Michael Weldon
Seller: Jay Mcdermott
Price: $150,000
Mortgage: $115,000
Lender: Seller
Date: 4/28/21

46 Adam St.
Buyer: Jose Chairez-
Marquez +
Seller: PA Ricciarini 2020 
FT +
Price: $144,000
Mortgage: $136,800
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/7/21

27 Alexander Ter.
Buyer: Adam Brody +
Seller: Marion Cimini
Price: $250,000
Mortgage: $150,000
Lender: Seller
Date: 4/1/21

56 Anita Dr.
Buyer: John Paglier Jr +
Seller: Rita Kaplan RET +
Price: $268,000
Mortgage: $263,145
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 4/30/21

20 Barker Rd.
Buyer: Eric Damasca +
Seller: Margaret Barnes
Price: $150,000
Mortgage: $153,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/6/21

185 Benedict Rd.
Buyer: Kimetha Calhoun +
Seller: Cam NT +
Price: $197,500
Mortgage: $182,500
Lender: Trustco
Date: 4/15/21

83 Bossidy Dr.
Buyer: Carmen Alduende
Seller: Mark Brooks +
Price: $189,000
Mortgage: $185,576
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 4/28/21

76 Boylston St.
Buyer: Jaryn Pierson
Seller: Lorri Russo
Price: $179,000
Mortgage: $175,757
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 4/30/21

36 Brighton Ave.
Buyer: Thomas Wheeler
Seller: John Semexant +
Price: $225,000
Mortgage: $213,750
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/15/21

79 Bromback St.
Buyer: Craig Jones Jr +
Seller: Patricia Winkle
Price: $205,000
Mortgage: $174,250
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/9/21

175 Burke Ave.
Buyer: Joseph Geurds +
Seller: Kayla Allen +
Price: $210,000
Mortgage: $199,500
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/16/21

99 Cambridge Ave.
Buyer: Emma Barishman
Seller: Kimberly Leab
Price: $222,000
Date: 4/16/21

Cascade St.
Buyer: David Lipinski
Seller: Thomas Oconnell
Price: $324.742
Mortgage: $255,000
Lender: Farm Credit East
Date: 4/22/21

6 Cedar St.
Buyer: Anthony Marino
Seller: Thomas Okeefe

Price: $113,250
Mortgage: $107,588
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/27/21

266 Cheshire Rd.
Buyer: Nicholas Horton
Seller: Kimberly Ton
Price: $174,500
Mortgage: $171,338
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 4/20/21

157 Churchill St.
Buyer: Jacob Farron
Seller: Francoise Mccoy
Price: $305,000
Mortgage: $289,750
Lender: Sierra Pacific
Date: 4/15/21

19 Circular Avo.
Buyer: Tony Henriquez
Seller: Robert Peloquin Jr +
Price: $93,000
Mortgage: $65,100
Lender: Mtg Networks
Date: 4/30/21

61 Circular Ave.
Buyer: Flex Investments
Seller: Alliance Properties
Price: $360,000
Mortgage: $324,000
Lender: Loan Funder
Date: 4/6/21

139 Cloverdale St.
Buyer: Nicholas Foss +
Seller: Benjamin Boehm +
Price: $115,000
Mortgage: $109,250
Lender: CB Natl Bk
Date: 4/16/21

Dalton Avenue
Buyer: Fairlane Drive LLC
Seller: Freight House 
Realty LLC
Price: $400,000
Date: 4/20/21

342 Dalton Ave.
Buyer: Ebenezer  Arhinful
Seller: Joel Vegas +
Price: $240,000
Mortgage: $220,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/13/21

36 Dan Ave.
Buyer: Judith Bellora
Seller: Martin Winters +
Price: $283,000
Date: 4/20/21

128 Danforth Ave.
Buyer: Sharon Moore
Seller: Anthony Cimini
Price: $100,000
Mortgage: $70,000
Lender: Seller
Date: 4/29/21

Dewey Ave.
Buyer: Flex Investments
Seller: Alliance Properties
Price: $360,000
Date: 4/6/21

170 E New Lenox Rd.
Buyer: Elizabeth Bullard
Seller: Eric Spence LT +
Price: $425,000
Mortgage: $340,000
Lender: First SB
Date: 4/26/21

1264 East St.
Buyer: Megan Gomez +
Seller: Thomas Ellis +
Price: $155,000
Mortgage: $132,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 4/22/21

16-20 Elizabeth St.
Buyer: Flex Investments
Seller: Alliance Properties
Price: $194,100
Date: 4/6/21

580 Elm St.
Buyer: Kellie Hammling
Seller: Ruscetta John Jr Est +
Price: $142,000
Date: 4/30/21

878 Holmes Rd.
Buyer: Jonn Semexant +
Seller: Constance Flynn +
Price: $299,000
Mortgage: $239,200
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/15/21

941 Holmes Rd.
Buyer: Rhona Kaplan
Seller: Yo Koh +
Price: $528,900
Mortgage: $423,120
Lender: Republic State
Date: 4/23/21

555 Hubbard Ave.
Buyer: FCPT Holdings 
LLC

Seller: Brixmor Berkshire 
Csng
Price: $1,846,000
Date: 4/21/21

241 Jason St.
Buyer: Mark Flynn +
Seller: Asma Abbas
Price: $185,000
Mortgage: $175,750
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/15/21

22 Jubilee Ter.
Buyer: Wadsworth Capital
Seller: Richard Griffin
Price: $120,000
Mortgage: $90,000
Lender: MountainOne
Date: 4/13/21

208 Karen Dr.
Buyer: Richard Baum
Seller: Adam Kroboth
Price: $490,000
Date: 4/30/21

37 Kenwood St.
Buyer: Lexxus VanNess
Seller: Dermody FT +
Price: $176,160
Mortgage: $170,875
Lender: Berkshire Bank
Date: 4/23/21

7 King St.
Buyer: Future Lifestyle 
Invs LLC
Seller: C&P Realty LLC
Price: $110,000
Date: 4/28/21

266 Linden St.
Buyer: Berkshire Home 
Rentals LLC
Seller: Julia Sitko
Price: $229,900
Mortgage: $167,200
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/30/21

85 Lyman St.
Buyer: Patricia Calle
Seller: Richard Carty +
Price: $171,000
Mortgage: $136,800
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/2/21

21 Marian Ave.
Buyer: Kevin Kloc +
Seller: Lawrence 
Chittenden Jr +
Price: $162,000
Date: 4/26/21

18 May Ter.
Buyer: Nicholas Cote
Seller: James Ervin
Price: $258,000
Mortgage: $258,000
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 4/26/21

52 N Pearl St.
Buyer: BKD Investments
Seller: Maru Associates
Price: $254,900
Date: 4/9/21

1159 North St.
Buyer: Flex Investments
Seller: Alliance Properties
Price: $360,000
Mortgage: $324,000
Lender: Loan Funder
Date: 4/6/21

47 Pine Grove Dr.
Buyer: Robert Dougherty
Seller: Susan Kerr +
Price: $227,501
Mortgage: $204,671
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/29/21

184 Pine Grove Dr.
Buyer: Susan Pensivy
Seller: Brenda Torchio
Price: $179,500
Date: 4/30/21

68 Reuter Ave.
Buyer: Janice Oneill
Seller: Linda Kavey
Price: $139,000
Mortgage: $134,830
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/5/21

49 Richmond Ave.
Buyer: Stefania Koenig +
Seller: Christy Halkowicz
Price: $175,000
Mortgage: $171,830
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 4/9/21

81 Scalise Dr.
Buyer: Jeannie Woods +
Seller: Marc Murphy +
Price: $289,000
Mortgage: $231,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 4/5/21

30 Springside Ave.

We Appraise
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Business In Place • Subdivisions 
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 Hotels • Motels • Inns
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to do IT right. Right?
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Expect more.

compuworks.biz
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Jim’s Lawn Care
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413-464-0373
(Leave Message)Free Estimates                                                             Firewood for Sale



25JULY 2021  BERKSHIRE TRADE & COMMERCE

Berkshire County real estate transfers

Buyer: Roberta Baumann
Seller: Mitchell Lauritsen
Price: $188,000
Mortgage: $182,360
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/9/21

137 Strong Ave.
Buyer: Michelle Decepida +
Seller: Mark Pedrotti
Price: $225,000
Mortgage: $180,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/16/21

W Housatonic St.
Buyer: Compass Ridge LLC
Seller: Holly Scherzi
Price: $138,000
Date: 4/29/21

20 Weller Ave.
Buyer: Arielle Woolis-Pink +
Seller: Godfrey Properties 
Inc
Price: $190,000
Mortgage: $151,500
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/20/21

32 Westminister St.
Buyer: Flex Investments
Seller: Alliance Properties
Price: $360,000
Mortgage: $324,000
Lender: Loan Funder
Date: 4/6/21

Alpine Trail U:79
Buyer: RB & SR Schinoff 
LT +
Seller: Jack Leiser +
Price: $549,000
Mortgage: $439,200
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/20/21

Alpine Trail U:121
Buyer: Martin Lecker +
Seller: Margaret Ward
Price: $595,000
Mortgage: $150,000
Lender: JPMorgan Chase
Date: 4/8/21

Churchill Crest U:29
Buyer: Yvette Sirker
Seller: Lynn Ashburn
Price: $179,900
Mortgage: $179,900
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/22/21

16 Cynthia Ln. U:16
Buyer: Joan Bassin
Seller: Gabriel Manfugas +
Price: $300,000
Date: 4/2/21

106 E Housatonic St. U:4
Buyer: Patricia Colvin +
Seller: Dalton Center 
Block LLC
Price: $107,000
Date: 4/14/21

200 W Housatonic St.
Buyer: Annie Mchugh +
Seller: Mcmahon Cheryl 
Est +
Price: $107,900
Date: 4/20/21

RICHMOND
1568 Dublin Rd.
Buyer: Bard Teigen +
Seller: Maurice Garofoli +

Price: $1,220,000
Date: 4/6/21

11 East Rd.
Buyer: Ruby Realty LLC
Seller: Wendy LaFage +
Price: $290,000
Mortgage: $400,000
Lender: Ruth Burnstein
Date: 4/23/21

1181 Lenox Rd.
Buyer: Jeffrey Goldberg +
Seller: Dix Gregory Est +
Price: $485,000
Mortgage: $360,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/30/21

20 Pilgrim St.
Buyer: Howard Falkow +
Seller: Patricia Colvin =
Price: $319,900
Mortgage: $244,900
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/14/21

311 Swamp Rd.
Buyer: Mary Hull +
Seller: A&CA Catalano 
RET +
Price: $445,000
Mortgage: $750,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 4/23/21

SANDISFIELD
49 New Hartford Rd.
Buyer: Matthew Lissak +
Seller: Hason Jane Est +
Price: $890,000
Mortgage: $712,000
Lender: Bk of America
Date: 4/9/21

11 Stump Rd.
Buyer: Philip Sortin +
Seller: Robert Bierwith
Price: $540,000
Mortgage: $432,000
Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 4/23/21

SAVOY
98 Loop Rd.
Buyer: Ralph Shone +
Seller: Robert Charron
Price: $268,000
Mortgage: $268,000
Lender: USAA Fed SB
Date: 4/23/21

SHEFFIELD
30 Alder Pl.
Buyer: Cody Kickery
Seller: Tricia Storti
Price: $240,000
Mortgage: $228,000
Lender: TD Bank
Date: 4/5/21

1469 Ashley Falls Rd.
Buyer: John Hamala +
Seller: Jonathan Leblanc
Price: $462,500
Mortgage: $393,125
Lender: Quicken Loan
Date: 4/30/21

46 Bow Wow Rd.
Buyer: Freeman Berkshire 
LLC
Seller: Uwe Bischoff

Price: $1,600,000
Mortgage: $1,520,000
Lender: Seller
Date: 4/2/21

132 Bull Hill Rd.
Buyer: Yariv Houvras +
Seller: 328 Peacon Lane LLC
Price: $835,000
Mortgage: $485,000
Lender: Wells Fargo
Date: 4/8/21

9 Cactus St.
Buyer: Martin Brunk +
Seller: Michael Chatham +
Price: $435,000
Mortgage: $348,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 4/2/21

445 Hewins St.
Buyer: Archive T +
Seller: Jeffrey Crampton T +
Price: $675,000
Mortgage: $250,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 4/14/21

Hickey Hill Rd.
Buyer: Janice Findlay
Seller: Carol Ustico
Price: $95,000
Date: 4/30/21

244 Main St.
Buyer: Lucian Miller-
Schloss +
Seller: Frank Higgins
Price: $350,000
Mortgage: $332,500
Lender: Guaranteed Rate
Date: 4/16/21

590 S Main St.
Buyer: Berkhill 73 
Sheffield LLC
Seller: Norma Mason
Price: $135,000
Date: 4/8/21

West Rd.
Buyer: Sea Hill LLC
Seller: Gal Flannigan-Rufer
Price: $75,000
Date: 4/16/21

STOCKBRIDGE
2 Christian Hill Rd.
Buyer: Francesco Cafagna +
Seller: Wilcox Lucy Est +
Price: $770,000
Date: 4/30/21

71 E Main St.
Buyer: Nathaniel 
Woodward +
Seller: Pilling Anna Est +
Price: $385,000
Mortgage: $308,000
Lender: Eastern Bank
Date: 4/9/21

11 East St.
Buyer: Bevin Cohen +
Seller: Joanne Wentholt-
Conroy
Price: $515,000
Mortgage: $496,400
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/13/21

20 Goodrich St.
Buyer: PM Lassiter 2003 
RET +
Seller: Theodora 
Langbaum-Hunter +

Price: $1,475,000
Mortgage: $750,000
Lender: First Republic
Date: 4/30/21

82 Interlaken Rd.
Buyer: 82 Interlaken LLC
Seller: Britestar Omega LLC
Price: $2,575,000
Date: 4/16/21

22 Yale Hill Rd.
Buyer: Alan Marash +
Seller: Chauncey Hazen +
Price: $1,400,000
Date: 4/14/21

34-A Main St. U:1
Buyer: Lawrence Reilly
Seller: Yankee Candle Co Inc
Price: $250,000
Mortgage: $240,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/13/21

41 Main St. U:8
Buyer: Sharon Weiss
Seller: George Richards
Price: $100,000
Date: 4/5/21

TYRINGHAM
Goose Pond Rd. Lot 5
Buyer: Robert Maloney +
Seller: JSW Enterprises Ltd
Price: $80,000
Date: 4/1/21

Goose Pond Rd. Lot 6
Buyer: Robert Maloney +
Seller: JSW Enterprises Ltd
Price: $80,000
Date: 4/1/21

Cooper Creek Rd. U:10
Buyer: Kesone Phimmasone
Seller: Jerome Zinn 2017 
IRT +
Price: $140,000
Date: 4/29/21

WASHINGTON
East St.
Buyer: Pamela Pescosolido
Seller: Elancey Farms LP
Price: $100,000
Date: 4/8/21

Lower Valley Rd.
Buyer: Noco Enterprises LLC
Seller: Howard Lhote +
Price: $225,00
Date: 4/22/21

198 Lower Valley Rd.
Buyer: James Lhote
Seller: Howard Lhote +
Price: $187,500
Mortgage: $150,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 4/29/21

Watson Rd.
Buyer: Eric Bloomstein
Seller: Keith Davis RET +
Price: $75,000
Date: 4/23/21

WEST
STOCKBRIDGE

16 Great Barrington Rd.
Buyer: Champika 
Fernando +

Seller: Linda Johnston +
Price: $350,000
Mortgage: $320,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/20/21

33 Pixley Hill Rd.
Buyer: Chauncey Hazen +
Seller: David Lanoue Inc
Price: $1,220,000
Mortgage: $420,000
Lender: First Republic
Date: 4/9/21

31 Stockbridge Rd.
Buyer: Robert Eckhardt +
Seller: Dudney Roland Est +
Price: $480,000
Mortgage: $456,000
Lender: Cross Country
Date: 4/16/21

WILLIAMSTOWN
60 Baxter Rd.
Buyer: Matthew Crowley +
Seller: James Manigault-
Bryant +
Price: $546,000
Mortgage: $436,800

Lender: Amalgamated Bk
Date: 4/26/21

223 Bee Hill Rd.
Buyer: Jason Falkenberg +
Seller: David Gorson
Price: $549,000
Date: 4/2/21

Brooks Rd.
Buyer: Timbaerau LLC
Seller: Philippe Besnard 
RET +
Price: $500,000
Date: 4/2/21

179 Cold Spring Rd.
Buyer: Juan Gonzalez Jr +
Seller: Herbert Gregg

Price: $502,000
Mortgage: $458,000
Lender: Republic State
Date: 4/20/21

13 Grundy Ct.
Buyer: Thomas Elder +
Seller: Austin Shea
Price: $237,500
Date: 4/30/21

100 Ide Rd.
Buyer: Nama10247 LLC
Seller: Michael Zeppieri +
Price: $640,500
Mortgage: $1,015,800
Lender: Loan Funder
Date: 4/30/21

74 Lindley Ter.
Buyer: Michael Bloom
Seller: Herbert Rice +
Price: $267,200
Mortgage: $213,760
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 4/7/21

162 N Hoosac Rd.
Buyer: Madelyne 
Kowalczyk
Seller: Gerard Smith

Price: $304,000
Mortgage: $314,944
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 4/30/21

190 Torrey Woods Rd.
Buyer: Terry Spaeth
Seller: Allen Kantrowitz
Price: $2,217,500
Mortgage: $1,499,900
Lender: PNC Bank
Date: 4/26/21

128 Water St.
Buyer: Climate Work LLC
Seller: Oliver NT +
Price: $365,000
Date: 4/20/21

White Oaks Rd. Lot 2
Buyer: Timbaerau LLC
Seller: Philippe Besnard 
RET +
Price: $500,000
Date: 4/2/21

Meacham St. U:152
Buyer: Williams College
Seller: Daniel Epstein +
Price: $440,000
Date: 4/6/21                     u
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Completion of $17.8 million 
project also marks leadership 
change at Berkshire Housing

330 Cole bringing much-needed affordable housing to Williamstown

BY JOHN TOWNES
The upcoming completion and occupancy 

of the long-awaited redevelopment of the 
former Photec mill complex in Williamstown 
also marks the fi nal major project for Elton 
Ogden, former director of the Berkshire 
Housing Development Corp. (BHDC) and 
Berkshire Housing Services Inc.(BHSI).

The residential rental project, named 330 
Cole Apartments for its street address on Cole 
Avenue, includes three new townhouse build-
ings with 19 units, and 22 units in the reno-
vated existing mill structure. The complex 
is oriented to providing affordable housing 
for those who earn less than 60 percent of 
median local incomes. The new apartments 
are slated to be ready for occupancy by late 
August or early September.

Ogden, who has served as president and 
CEO of BHDC and BHSI since 2006, retired 
from those positions and was succeeded on 
April 26 by Eileen Peltier.

“This project will be part of Elton’s 
legacy,” said Peltier. “It’s a great example of 
what an organization like BHDC can do, by 
taking on a complex and challenging project 
to create much-needed affordable housing 
for the community.”

BHDC is a private nonprofi t organization 
that serves all of Berkshire County. Founded 
in 1971, it has focused on creating affordable 
housing, providing housing services and pro-
grams, and helping communities access and 
administer community development projects.

“We were interested in the Photec site for 
many reasons,” said Ogden. “Affordable 
housing has been identifi ed as a critical need 
in Williamstown, and there hasn’t been any 
signifi cant development of that for families 
there in many years. There are a substantial 
number of people who work in the town but 
can’t afford to live there.”

The Photec property had once been the 
focal point for a community that evolved in 
the north end of Williamstown after 1866, 
when the Williamstown Manufacturing Co. 
began its operations as a textile mill there.

The site housed a series of textile mills 
until 1939, when it was adapted for a new 
role as a photographic products manufacturer. 
The fi nal occupant, Photec Imaging Systems, 
closed their operations in 1989.

For over 20 years, the 4.8-acre site remained 

unoccupied, contaminated and a source of 
blight and frustration, as the buildings dete-
riorated, and no viable proposals emerged. It 
was acquired by the town of Williamstown 
in 2007 and in subsequent years underwent 
extensive publicly funded environmental 
remediation to prepare it for redevelopment.

In 2014, the town made a preliminary 
agreement to sell the site to BHDC for $1. 
After several years of developing plans and 
arranging fi nancing, BHDC fi nalized the 
purchase in 2019 and started construction 
in June 2020.

Ogden said it became possible to move 
forward when a fi nancing package was fi nally 
arranged for the $17.8 million development 
project. “It’s very challenging to put the fi nanc-
ing in place for a project like this,” he said.

Major funding sources included $9 million 
in federal Low Income Housing Tax Credits. 
Another $4.1 million came from the state’s 
Department of Housing and Community 
Development. MountainOne Bank provided 
a $2.6 million reduced-interest mortgage. The 
project also received various other smaller 
loans and grant, including $200,000 that the 
town contributed from the Williamstown 
Community Preservation Fund.

The funding package covers the $13.3 
million cost of construction, $960,000 for 
architectural and engineering services, 
$250,000 for capitalized reserves and $3.2 
million in other general development costs.

Prior experience in town
Ogden noted that the 330 Cole develop-

ment was made easier because of another 
nearby project, Highland Woods, a 40-unit 
affordable housing development for seniors at 
140 Church St. that was completed in 2016,

“We already had assembled a good team 
of architects and builders to do that project, 
and we transferred them to the development 
of 330 Cole,” he said.

The general contractor for the project is 
Allegrone Construction.

All that was left of the original mill 
complex was what’s known as the Cube, a 
square building that had originally been part 
of a larger structure. Although structurally 
sound, it had deteriorated markedly.

Ogden noted that although it had the ap-
pearance of a brick building, it was actually 
a steel and concrete structure with a facade 
that looked like brick.

“We stripped off the covering and were left 
with a concrete superstructure,” he said. “We 
reinforced the structure and totally gutted 
and rebuilt the interior. We also replaced the 
siding with steel sheets with a contemporary 
appearance.”

To prepare for construction they also had 
to do extensive asbestos abatement and clean 
out large accumulations of pigeon guano 
from the roof.

Because the site had previously been 
through an environmental remediation, there 
was no cleanup of contaminants required. 
The primary challenge of the site was the 
presence of old concrete building foundations 
and crushed masonry.

“We had to excavate that and move things 
around to allow for the new buildings,” Ogden 
said. “We also had to remove an old asphalt 
parking lot and roadway.”

The project, which abuts the Hoosic 
River, was designed to handle any potential 
fl ooding issues.

The complex includes six one-bedroom, 
23 two-bedroom and 12 three-bedroom units 
averaging 740, 865 and 1,085 square feet 
respectively.

All of the units are earmarked for residents 
earning less than 60 percent of median local 
incomes.

Of those, 13 units are designated for people 
earning less than 30 percent of median in-
comes. Those are subsidized so that tenants 
will not pay more than 13 percent of their 
income in rent.

Rents are based on federal guidelines and 
are based on size of units. The two-bedroom 

Eileen Peltier joins Elton Ogden next to the guardhouse of the former industrial mill complex off Cole Avenue in Williamstown that has now become the site of 
330 Cole, a 41-unit affordable housing project of Berkshire Housing Development Corporation (BHDC). In April Peltier succeeded the retiring Ogden as president 
and CEO of BHDC, with Ogden staying on for the next few months to assist with the transition and oversee completion of the $17.8 million project he has guided 
through the planning, design, fi nancing and construction phases over the past seven years. “This project will be part of Elton’s legacy,” says Peltier.
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units range from $1,150 to $1,300 monthly, 
and three-bedrooms are approximately 
$1,400.

Ogden said there has been strong demand, 
and the number of applicants has exceeded 
the units available. The initial tenants will 
be selected by lottery.

The deadline for applications for the lot-
tery has passed, but applications are being 
accepted on an ongoing basis for future 
openings that occur.

Planned transition
The 330 Cole project is just one of many 

that Ogden has overseen during his tenure 
at BHDC.

BHDC oversees 25 properties with over 
800 units comprised of rental communities, 
condominiums and commercial properties.

Ogden joined BHDC in 1986 and remained 
on the staff until 2002 when he left the orga-
nization. He returned in 2006 as the successor 
to former CEO Peter Lafayette, who left to 
take a position as executive director of the 
Berkshire Bank Foundation.

Ogden said he began preparing to retire 
from his position several years ago.

“I’ve been doing this for about two 
decades, and working six or seven days a 
week,” he said. “I loved the job but knew it 
was time to look ahead, and I started talking 
with the board to develop a transition plan.”

Apart from his own feeling that it was 
time to move on, Ogden also recognized 
that a transition at the top could also benefit 
BHDC. “We’ve had stability as an organiza-
tion, but I believe a change in leadership is 
good to bring in new ideas and re-energize 
an organization,” he said.

He added that the original plan had been 
for the transition to occur in 2020, but it 
was postponed until this year because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Ogden said that he is staying on at BHDC 
for several months to assist with the transition.

“After that I’m not sure what I’ll do next,” 
he said. “All I know is that I plan to take 
some time off to relax.”

Peltier previously served for 13 years as 
executive director of Downstreet Housing 
and Community Development (Downstreet.
org) in central Vermont, an organization with 
a similar mission as BHDC.

During her tenure, Downstreet com-

pleted several transformative housing and 
other development projects, including two 
in Montpelier. Her background also includes 
bringing together community partners at the 
intersection of health and housing.

“Eileen has been the city’s ‘go-to’ person 
for housing solutions,” said Montpelier City 
Manager Bill Frazier. “She is a fantastic col-
laborator and advisor on development issues 
and community needs.”

Peltier, who grew up near Worcester, said 
she had been looking for an opportunity to 
return to Massachusetts to be closer to her 
family. She saw a posting for the position at 
BHDC and applied.

“This organization is strong and stable and 
impactful,” she said. “I was excited to join 
an organization that is so effective.”

Peltier said her first priority is to orient 
herself to the new position and BHDC, learn 

about the community, and introduce herself 
to the organization’s partners and other 
stakeholders. “Then I’ll look at opportunities 
for the future,” she said.

She mentioned a couple of broad goals. 
“I’m interested in ways to support residents 
beyond providing four walls and a roof,” 
she said. “I’ll explore ways we might con-
nect with community partners to provide a 
range of services.”

Another priority is finding ways for the 
organization to increase efficiency of its 
operations.

“People in organizations like BHDC are 
passionate about what they do, and work very 
hard,” Peltier said. “But it’s also important to 
maintain a work-life balance. I believe that 
if we can operate as efficiently as possible, 
it allows people to have more personal time 
to achieve that balance.”u

One of three new townhouse buildings on the 4.8-acre site is shown in the foreground, with a remaining portion of the former larger mill structure shown in the background. That renovated section, referred to as 
the Cube, has 22 apartments, while the new townhouse buildings have a total of 19 units. Selection of tenants for 330 Cole will be done by lottery since the number of applications has exceeded the units available.
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Matthew P. Lauro
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Welcome to the team, Matthew. Congratulations, Joel!
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The Co-op announces the retirement of
Joel C. Scussel

Vice President | Commercial Lending

effective July 26.

We thank Joel for his dedication.




