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Yina Moore gets moving on 
Adams Theater restoration

STAGE 
REVIVAL

BY JOHN TOWNES

With a recent change of ownership, a long-
stalled redevelopment project in downtown 

Adams is now making forward progress.
On May 12, the vacant Adams Theater at 27 

Park St. in downtown Adams was purchased 
for $189,00 by Adams Theater LLC, a venture 
founded by Yina Moore, an architect who divides 
her time between the northern Berkshires and 
the New York City area.

Moore’s plan is to renovate and operate the 
theater as a performing arts center. While she 
emphasized that the exact timetable will depend 
on many factors, her goal is to open the theater 
by next summer.

Coincidentally, the sale of the theater closed 
on the same day that the town of Adams was 
notifi ed it had received a $6.5 million grant for 
development of the Greylock Glen Outdoor Cen-
ter, an important step in the town’s overall plans 
for the 1,063-acre Greylock Glen property (see 
related story on page 18).

continued on page 15

Yina Moore is the driving force behind new efforts to transform a vacant 
former theater building into a new performing arts center in downtown 

Adams. A temporary banner on the theater’s marquee ties in with an open 
house she is holding in conjunction with the town’s Aug. 21 Susan B. Anthony 
celebration, but the quote also refl ects Moore’s confi dence that she has the 

right vision and resources to move her project forward. 
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‘New Main Street’ adds 
Norad Toy & Candy Co.

BY JOHN TOWNES
In the age of online retailing and imper-

sonal chain stores, a new business in North 
Adams is emphasizing the nostalgic experi-
ence of old-fashioned family shopping.

The Norad Toy & Candy Company is 
slated to open on Aug. 20 in the Norad Mill 
complex at 60 Roberts Dr. (just off Route 
2) in the city.

The 2,000-square-foot store, located on the 
first floor of the redeveloped mill, features 
about 250 varieties of candy, plus a selection 
of toys and games.

“This isn’t a chain store where people 
are herded like cattle,” said David Moresi, 
a developer who owns the Norad Mill and 
the store. “We’ve designed everything so 
that coming in is like stepping back in time.”

That approach is reflected in the store’s 
inventory, which features many traditional 
old-style flavors and brands of candies, along 
with classic toys, games, puzzles, plush dolls 
and other items.

It also is represented in the physical layout 
and appearance, which is heavily oriented 
towards custom-made wooden fixtures, dis-
play cases and other elements of shops from 
days gone by.

For example, much of the candy is dis-
played on a high wall filled with large glass 
jars which the staff retrieves using a sliding 
old-style library ladder. Sales of penny candy 
are rung up on a 1914 National Cash Register.

The toy selection mixes the new and 
the old, including the original old-school 
versions as well as their popular modern 
variations.

“It has many of the toys that adults are also 
familiar with from their youth, such as Tonka, 
Fisher-Price, and Hot Wheels,” said Moresi. 
“So, its fun for adults as well as their kids.”

Moresi is a North Adams-based entre-
preneur with businesses in construction 

and development, real estate sales and other 
activities.

His largest project to date is the Norad 
Mill, a 100,000-square-foot former manu-
facturing facility, previously known as the 
Excelsior Mill. Since acquiring that property 
in 2017, he has extensively renovated and 
converted it for a mix 
of retailing, offices and 
other uses (November 
2019 BT&C).

One of his original 
plans for the mill was to include a toy and 
candy store, in conjunction with his goal of 
making the site a center of activity for the 
local community and visitors to the city.

“I call it a new Main Street, although I 
get criticized for saying that,” Moresi said.

He added that the store’s specific location 
within the mill is aligned with that, with 
a synergy among the nearby businesses. 

“It’s near the Belltower Records store and 
Studio North Dance Arts,” he said. “They 
all bring people here, and generate business 
for each other.”

In addition to local customers, Moresi also 
envisions the Norad Toy & Candy Company 
as attracting people from elsewhere in the 

region and tourists.
“It’s unique and fun, 

and we’re also market-
ing it as a destination,” 
he said.

Caroline Collins, business coordinator 
for Moresi & Associates, has overseen the 
creation of the Norad Toy & Candy Company.

Collins said that they are using a variety of 
suppliers for merchandise to acquire a range 
of brands, including those varieties of candy 
and toys that do not have as high a profile as 
they did in their heyday.

“It’s been a very fun project, although it is 

Caroline Collins, business coordinator for Moresi & Associates, has been overseeing the creation of the 
new Norad Toy & Candy Company, which opens on Aug. 20 at the Norad Mill complex in North Adams.

“We’ve designed everything 
so that coming in is like 
stepping back in time.”
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something different for us and has also been 
challenging,” she said.

For example, she noted, they encountered 
an unexpected delay in their opening plans 
due to the heat wave earlier this summer.

“There’s one thing about the candy busi-
ness we didn’t realize,” she said. “Wholesal-
ers don’t ship certain candy during a heat 
wave because of the effect on the candy. 
So, we had to wait to receive those orders.”

Moresi said that he believes the store has 
the potential to become an established part 
of the fabric of life in North Adams.

“This has been a long term-labor of love,” 
he said. “Hopefully, in the future, kids that 
come to the store today will remember their 
visits with the same warm feelings that earlier 
generations have about stores they loved 
shopping in, and will take their own kids for 
the same experience.”

The Norad Toy & Candy Company (413-
412-8697 or Facebook page NoradToyand-
CandyCompany) is open weekdays from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.u

1Berkshire, BRPC launch 
economic recovery project

BY JOHN TOWNES
A collaborative initiative of 1Berkshire 

and the Berkshire Regional Planning Com-
mission (BRPC) seeks to help regional busi-
nesses recover from the economic impact of 
the COVID pandemic and better prepare for 
other disruptive events that may lay ahead.

The Berkshire Economic Recovery 
Program is a two-year initiative to provide 
enhanced technical support to for-profit and 
nonprofit businesses and municipalities in the 
Berkshires to assist in recovery and ongoing 
resiliency work.

The program is slated to begin launch-
ing initial specific technical programs in 
September.

“Early in the pandemic last year, one of the 
things we heard most frequently from busi-
nesses was the need for strategic assistance 
to help businesses deal with the impacts of 
COVID,” said Ben Lamb, director of eco-
nomic development at 1Berkshire. “This is a 
resource that is available for that. It is intended 
to both help businesses recover from the ef-
fects of the pandemic, and to them develop 
resiliency to deal with future challenges.”

It is funded by an $842,522 Recovery 
Assistance grant that was awarded to BRPC 
by the U.S. Department of Commerce’s 
Economic Development Administration 

(EDA) in February. It is part of funds from 
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act which provided EDA 
with $1.5 billion for economic assistance 
programs nationally.

The two-year grant is also being matched 
by more than $200,000 in local investment. 

BRPC is administering the grant, and 
1Berkshire is receiving $100,000 to build 
out the technical assistance program.

The investment will fund expansion and re-
vision of Berkshire County’s Comprehensive 
Economic Development Strategy to support 
regional resiliency planning. The project 
will also help identify and support recovery 
projects, rebuild the region’s online data and 
economic indicator tracking capabilities, and 
provide technical assistance and capacity 
building opportunities to local businesses.

A core component of this project is a new 
two-year-long technical assistance and refer-
ral program to support the revitalization and 
resurgence of for-profit and nonprofit busi-
nesses and organizations in the Berkshires 
through and beyond the COVID pandemic.

“One of the most important aspects of 
this is the opportunity to build our capacity 
to provide technical assistance,” said Lamb.

This will be provided through a com-
bination of workshops and one-on-one 
consultation.

BRPC and 1Berkshire are presently seek-
ing experienced consultants for consideration 
to be hired to lead and provide these services. 
A Berkshire Economic Recovery Program 
Technical Assistance Consultant Intake 
Form is located online at https://forms.gle/
fauNZPha2ZJ9DAL68.

To help determine the needs and pri-
orities of area businesses and organizations, 
1Berkshire conducted an online survey this 
summer.

Based on approximately 100 responses 
and other input, Lamb said, three primary 
areas of focus were determined.

“The areas that were of most interest 
were workforce recruitment and retention, 
marketing through social media and online 
commerce, and readiness to prepare grants 
for future assistance,” said Lamb. “It will 
also cover other areas, such as financial and 
business planning.”

Lamb added that another goal of the 
project is to provide assistance to businesses 
owned by immigrants, veterans, women and 
minorities. Such businesses are eligible for 
designations for special consideration in the 
awarding of contracts.

“However, many of these businesses are 
not currently certified for that status,” he said. 

“One of the goals we’ve built into the model 
is to help them become certified.”

While the project is specifically oriented 
to the COVID pandemic, Lamb noted that 
it will also provide a basis for other initia-
tives for 1Berkshire, including establishing 
a framework for other forms of technical 
assistance.

It will also provide resource that will 
help to advance the work of Berkshire 
Benchmarks, a collaborative project led by 
BRPC that collects and disseminates data 
and indicators of progress towards specific 
goals in the county.

Lamb said that the workshops will be 
open to interested businesses at no charge. 
He added that, due to capacity limits, there 
will be a cap on the number of participants, 
so advance registration will be required.

“We’ll be promoting the workshops as 
they come up through email lists, social, 
print and broadcast media, and through other 
channels,” he said.

He added that anyone looking for 
additional information can contact the 
1Berkshire Economic Development Team 
at EconomicDev@1berkshire.com.u
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BY BRAD JOHNSON
Sarah Martinelli’s new business, Shire City 

Endo, is driven completely by referrals, and 
the people who are referred to her are never 
very happy about it.

That’s not a reflection on Martinelli 
herself. Rather, it has to do with her area of 
specialty: providing root canals and related 
dental procedures.

“Nobody wants to get a root canal,” said 
Martinelli, who is board certified in end-
odontics, a dental specialty concerned with 
treatment of the dental pulp (the soft tissue 
inside the tooth).

However, she believes that the best way 
to counter the concerns patients have about 
this particular dental procedure is to provide 
a space and experience that is much different 
than they were expecting.

“We’re here to show the power of kindness, 
efficiency, a beautiful space, and clinical 
excellence in shaping the experience,” she 
said. “And we hope [patients] leave our office 
feeling like we’ve made a positive impact 
on their day.”

That’s the guiding theme behind Shire City 
Endo, which opened in March in a converted 
former office of NBT Bank at 2 Holmes Rd. 
in Lenox, near the intersection with Pittsfield 
Road (Route 7).

At Shire City Endo Martinelli and a 
staff of three work to help ease patients’ 

anxieties about the procedure they’re there 
for, but also, more importantly, to relieve 
the physical discomfort that a diseased 
tooth creates.

“My emphasis is on managing pain,” said 
Martinelli. “I like the idea of helping them 
get out of the pain they’re dealing with.”

Hand in hand with that is the satisfaction 
of saving a tooth that would otherwise be 
destined for extraction.

Detour into dentistry
Martinelli is a resident of Richmond where 

she lives with her husband Nick and their 
two young daughters.

Her path to a career 
in dentistry and her 
chosen specialty came 
about in part through 
nurture and in part through rejection of her 
original professional interests coming out 
of college.

“My dad is a general dentist, so I had 
exposure to this growing up,” she said. “But 
I was never interested in it [as a profession] 
until after college.

Martinelli explained that she attended Wil-

liams College in Williamstown, where she 
had a double major in art history and math. 
Following graduation, she pursued work at 
an art gallery in New York City.

“I found that I didn’t like that at all, and 
began looking at what my dad had in his life 
with his dental practice,” she said.

That led to a return to college, where she 
needed to almost start from scratch to com-
plete all the pre-dental coursework required 
for admission to dental school.

“It was a bit of heavy lifting academi-
cally,” she said. “Most of the courses I took 
at Williams were not the ones I needed for 
this new direction.”

Martinelli subsequently was accepted to 
the Harvard School of Dental Medicine, 
where she graduated cum laude in 2013. From 
there, she could have followed her father’s 
footsteps into general dentistry.

“I started out thinking I would take over 
my dad’s practice,” she said. “But being a 
general dentist is very difficult because you 
have to be good at a lot of different things. 
It fit my interests and personality better to 
focus and specialize on one thing.”

Return to Berkshires
She chose endodontics as her area of 

speciality and completed her endodontic 
residency at Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity in 2015.

Following graduation, she and her hus-
band, who also is a Williams alumnus, 
decided to return to the Berkshires to pursue 
their professional careers.

Nick Martinelli, an attorney, chose to put 
that profession on the back burner to launch 
Marty’s Local, a business focused on build-
ing a regional food system by linking area 
farmers and producers with local institutions 
(www.martyslocal.com).

Sarah Martinelli quickly – and fortu-
itously – landed a position with Western 

Mass Endodontics at 
its Pittsfield location, 
which she noted was 
the only such practice 
in Berkshire County.

During her four years there, she and her 
husband added two daughters to their family 
(now ages 2 and 4). When her younger daugh-
ter was 6 months old, Martinelli decided to 
take a break from endodontics and left the 
Pittsfield practice.

That break lasted about a year, after which 
Martinelli began considering her options for 
returning to work. “It was either move or 
start my own practice,” she said, noting that 
a return to her prior place of employment 
was not right for her at that time.

Not wishing to uproot her family from 
their Richmond home, she began looking at 
her other option. “It was a hard time,” she 
said. “It wasn’t ever a goal of mine to start 
my own practice.”

Also, she noted, starting a specialized 
practice such as endodontics ran contrary 
to current trends in dentistry. “There’s a big 
push in dentistry to have [multiple special-
ties] all under one roof,” she said. “Part of 
me thought I was moving backward and 
wasn’t being very forward looking. I really 
asked myself is this the best way to do it?”

The answer she ultimately came to was, for 
her, yes. “I thought about the kind of patient 
experience I wanted to offer, where I wouldn’t 
have to compromise on my goals,” she said. 
“I felt the community would support the kind 
of practice I wanted to operate.”

Bank office beckons
Martinelli found the former NBT office in 

February 2020 and thought it would be an 
ideal location for her own practice. “I really 
liked the property,” she said. “It’s right off 
Route 7, but with grass and mature trees.”

However, she added that the purchase took 
some time to complete, noting that as part of 
her overall financing she had to have plans for 
needed renovations completed. Those plans 
were provided by Williamstown architect 
Stan McCallum.

SHIRE CITY ENDO

Solo specialty 
practice gets to 
root of patients’ 
dental dilemmas

Sarah Martinelli (back right) and her team at Shire City Endo are committed to exceeding their patients’ 
expectations and turning a necessary but dreaded dental procedure into a positive experience. Shown with 
Martinelli are office administrator Kathy Zink (front left), and dental assistants Allison Murphy (front right) and 
Patty Wood (back left). Martinelli opened her new specialty practice this spring. (Photo by Rowan Willigan)

“I felt the community would 
support the kind of practice 

I wanted to operate.”
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She closed on the purchase on Sept. 1 
for $605,000, with additional financing for 
renovations, equipment and other expenses. 
“It’s a hefty amount of debt,” she conceded.

Despite taking on the debt burden, Mar-
tinelli said that the purchase actually eased 
her own mind about the path she had chosen. 
“When I had taken that first step, the load got 
a little lighter,” she said. “I had committed 
to that course, and it was a relief.”

The renovations were completed this win-
ter, and Martinelli and her staff began seeing 
patients in March (www.shirecityendo.com 
or 413-551-8066).

“It turned out nicely,” she said of the office, 
which is designed to provide a very calming 
and relaxed ambiance, with works by local 
artists gracing the walls and interior spaces.

“My philosophy and goal was that I wanted 
to create a space that is different than people 
were expecting,”she said. “It’s not your typi-
cal dental office.”

Martinelli said her staff came together 
easily and organically. They include certified 
dental assistants Allison Murphy and Patty 
Wood, who had previously worked with 
Martinelli at Western Mass Endodontics, and 
office administrator Kathy Zink.

A significant factor in the timing of the 
practice’s opening was the rollout of vaccines 
for the coronavirus. “One important thing 
for us was that we were all fully vaccinated 
when we opened,” said Martinelli. “We felt 
like a weight was lifted and we could really 
focus more on patient safety.”

Exceeding expectations
She added that she and her staff are also 

dedicated to making the patient experience 
at Shire City Endo “one seamless process” 
from beginning to end.

“People want to see their expectations 
exceeded, and for us that means just doing 
the basics really well,” she said.

She noted that, because of her previous 
work in the region, she has existing rela-
tionships with many dentists in the region, 
an important factor when it comes to them 
making referrals to her new practice. “As a 
dentist, you have to be comfortable mak-
ing decisions about where you send your 
patients,” she said.

With a few months of operation behind 
them, Martinelli said she feels they are 
succeeding in their goals for the practice. 
“Yeah, yeah, I think so,” she said with a 
laugh. “Every day there are new challenges, 
but we have the right building blocks to 
move forward.”

Overall, Martinelli said that Shire City 
Endo fully reflects – and is aligned with – the 
vision she had for starting her own practice.

“I spent a lot of time over the last two 
years thinking about what I want to get out 
of life and to give to the community,” she 
said. “And I want to feel like we’re set up 
to be our best selves here.”u

The former branch office of NBT Bank at 2 Holmes Rd. in Lenox, near the junction with Pittsfield Road 
(Route 7), provided what Sarah Martinelli saw as an ideal location for her new endodontics practice.
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people on the move
Rachel Duvall, LIC-

SW, has been named to 
Community Health Pro-
grams’ behavioral health 
team. She will be based at 
CHP Lee Family Practice. 
Most recently employed 
as a psychotherapist and 
social worker with Coun-
seling Center in the Berk-
shires in Pittsfield, Du-
vall provides individual, 
family and couples counseling, collaborating as 
needed with medical and psychiatric professionals 
on behalf of clients. At Bard College at Simon’s 
Rock, Duvall was an adjunct professor of psy-
chology, program director of RISE (Rockers for 
Intervention, Support & Education) and deputy 
Title IX coordinator. She has also worked as a 
social worker and coordinator for a school-based 
counseling program and in community-based 
mental health settings.

Greylock Federa l 
Credit Union has an-
nounced the promotion of 
Erin Carlotto to assistant 
vice president, mortgage 
origination officer. Rec-
ognized as a top mortgage 
producer throughout the 
region, Carlotto joined the 
credit union in 2014 and 
has been in the mortgage 
industry for 10 years. She 

also serves on the board of directors for the Gladys 
Allen Brigham Center.

Southwestern Vermont 
Medical Center (SVMC) 
and Dartmouth-Hitch-
cock Putnam Physicians 
have welcomed Sean 
Burns, MD, to the SVMC 
Emergency Department. 
Burns completed a res-
idency in Emergency 
Medicine at Boston Medi-
cal Center. He has worked 
as a medical oncology 
research technician and as a medicinal chemistry 
research assistant.

Berkshire Health Sys-
tems has announced the 
appointment of Nicole 
Payne, MD, FABPMR, 
a board certified and fel-
lowship trained physiat-
rist, to the medical staff 
of Berkshire Medical 
Center and the provider 
staff of Physical Medicine 
& Rehabilitation Services 
of BMC. Payne is board 
certified in physical medicine and rehabilitation, 
and brain injury medicine. She comes to the 
Berkshires from Maine, where she served with 
Northern Light AR Gould Hospital in Presque 
Isle. She previously worked at medical centers 
in Georgia, Washington state, Kansas, Vermont 
and Tennessee. Her clinical interests include mus-
culoskeletal ultrasound, fluoroscopy procedures 
and Botox and Xiaflex treatments.

Scott Kingsley has 
been appointed executive 
vice president and chief 
financial officer of NBT 
Bancorp Inc., where he 
will join NBT’s executive 
management team and be 
based at the company’s 
headquarters in Norwich, 
N.Y. Kingsley brings 35 
years of experience to 
his new role, including 
16 years as a member of the leadership team at 
Community Bank System Inc., where he served 
as chief operating officer, and prior to that as chief 
financial officer. NBT Bancorp Inc. is the financial 
holding company for NBT Bank, which operates 
five offices in Berkshire County.

The Rotary Club of Pittsfield has announced 
that Melissa Mazzeo and Bernie Klem are the 
44th recipients of the Dr. David B. Kagan Award. 
This award was established in 1977 in memory of 
Kagan, a long-time Pittsfield Rotarian and com-
munity citizen. The award has been given annually 
to one female and one male from central Berkshire 
County who have made significant contributions 
to their community through volunteer activities. 
The recipients are awarded a plaque and a $200 
stipend to the charity of the their choice.

Thomas Nowlan has 
been appointed commer-
cial insurance account ex-
ecutive at MountainOne 
Insurance. In this role, 
he will be responsible for 
business development as 
well as maintaining cur-
rent client relationships. 
Nowlan holds a Com-
mercial Lines Coverage 
Specialist designation 
which focuses on commercial lines insurance 
coverages, including general liability, commercial 
property, workers compensation, and business 
auto, as well as insurance principles. Prior to 
joining MountainOne Insurance’s team, Nowlan 
worked with insurance companies to market 
and earn business from the auto repair and auto 
dealership industries.

Andrew King  has 
joined the Southwestern 
Vermont Health Care 
(SVHC) Foundation’s 
board of directors. King, 
a resident of Manchester, 
Vt., has worked in real 
estate sales since 1999 
for Stratton Real Estate, 
where he currently serves 
as the company’s general 
manager and principal 
broker. The SVHC Foundation’s mission is to 
engage in development and fundraising activities 
exclusively for the support of SVHC.

Kimberly Downey 
has been promoted to vice 
president, senior fiduciary 
officer at Salisbury Bank. 
Downey joined Salisbury 
Bank in 2005 and is based 
in its Lakeville, Conn., 
office. She has served as 
the chair of the bank’s 
internal Trust Adminis-
tration Committee since 
2014, and earned her 
Certified Trust and Financial Advisor (CTFA) 
designation in 2013.

Berkshire Welco (The Pass Recreational 
Cannabis) has hired Jesse Ezekial Tolz as 
marketing director. In this role, Tolz will lead 
marketing strategy and public relations initia-
tives for the organization as well as build brand 
awareness and consumer engagement. He will 
be responsible for developing communication 
channels among multiple Pass departments, 
wholesale partners, and third-party vendors. 
Tolz brings more than 10 years of marketing, 
management and logistics experience in vari-
ous industries, most recently as marketing and 
logistics director of Field Goods, where he led 
strategy, planning, and development of con-
sumer marketing campaigns, events, and brand 
partnerships. He also managed a logistics team 
to deliver fresh food from small farms to more 
than 20,000 families in the region.

Southwestern Ver-
mont Medical Center 
(SVMC) has welcomed 
Family Nurse Practitioner 
Lisa Patorti to SVMC 
ExpressCare and Dart-
mouth-Hitchcock Putnam 
Physicians. Patorti has 
worked as a triage nurse 
for the Community Health 
Centers of the Rutland 
Region from 2016 to 2019 
and as an office RN for Advanced Ankle & Foot 
from 2015 to 2016. Since 2001, she and her family 
have operated four residential care homes through 
Our House Residential Care Homes. SVMC 
ExpressCare is newly relocated to 120 Hospital 
Dr. in Bennington, where it shares space with the 
Respiratory Evaluation Center.

Volunteers in Medicine 
Berkshires (VIM) has 
announced that Gray Ell-
rodt, MD, has joined the 
organization as a member 
of the board of trustees, 
adding to his current role 
as volunteer practitioner. 
A nationally renowned 
cardiologist, hospitalist 
and intensivist with a 
long-standing interest in 

applied health services research, Ellrodt recently 
retired as chief quality officer and chair of medi-
cine at Berkshire Medical Center (BMC). Prior to 
joining BMC in 1999, he spent 20 years in senior 
level positions at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in 
Los Angeles. Ellrodt is board certified in internal 
medicine and cardiology.

Berkshire Community College (BCC) has an-
nounced the hiring of several new staff members, 
in addition to promotions and title changes. Kiara 
Badillo has joined BCC as special programs co-
ordinator – academic and dual enrollment coach. 
In this newly created position, she will work to 
deepen the connections between BCC and local 
high schools to increase early college participa-
tion, with an emphasis on students from diverse 
backgrounds and identities. She comes to BCC 
from Hampshire College, where she served as 
assistant director of admissions. Rae Langsdale 
arrives at BCC as a clerk III, having worked part-
time for the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
(OLLI) for several years. She previously worked 
for the Berkshire Athenaeum, the Berkshire United 
Way, and the Berkshire Museum. Stephen Vieira 
has joined BCC as director of information technol-
ogy, with responsibilities including information 
security, network connectivity, desktop computer 
support, help desk management and administrative 
database system management. Previously, he was 
chief information officer for the Tennessee Board 
of Regents in Nashville and chief information of-
ficer for the Community College of Rhode Island. 
Adam Klepetar, who was serving as interim 
provost since April 2020, is now vice president 
for student affairs and enrollment management. 
Beth Lapierre has been promoted to the position 
of associate registrar, previously serving as coor-
dinator of enrollment services. She joined BCC 
in 2009 and the registrar’s office in 2018. Justin 
Ober has been promoted to social media and web 
content specialist and interim colleague project 
manager. His previous title was social media and 
web content specialist. Ober joined BCC in April 
2020. Jonah Sykes has been promoted to direc-
tor of marketing and communications. He joined 
BCC in 2017 as associate director of marketing 
and communications.

Berkshire Mountain 
Distillers (BMD) has 
hired Michael Kowalski 
as director of sales and 
hospitality. Kowalski has 
experience developing 
and enhancing beverage 
programs to focus on craft 
and specialty cocktails, as 
well as developing train-
ing programs for bartend-
ers and servers to increase 
profitability and sales. In his role at BMD, he will 
develop and maintain partnerships with local res-
taurants and hotels, provide support and training 
for restaurant beverage programs, develop educa-
tional programs about the process of grain-to-glass 
distillation, and create a craft cocktail program for 
the BMD tasting room. Kowalski brings decades 
of experience in event management to the BMD 
team, notably with the Newport Mansions and 
Nantucket Wine & Food Festivals, as well as the 
Culinary Institute of America. He is a Certified 
Specialist of Spirits, Certified Specialist of Wine, 
and has his Certified Sommelier certificate from 
the Court of Master Sommeliers.

CHP Berkshire Pediat-
rics has added a psychi-
atric nurse practitioner 
to the Pittsfield practice, 
reflecting an expansion of 
CHP’s behavioral health 
services for children. 
Kimberly Loring, PMH-
NP-BC, has worked most 
recently as a psychiatric 
nurse practitioner at the 
Brien Center for Mental 

Health and Substance Abuse Services, focusing 
on children and adults. Earlier, as a registered 
nurse, she worked in educational and hospital 
settings in the Boston area, focusing on children 
and adolescents with behavioral health needs. In 
her earlier career as a registered nurse, Loring 
also worked for Berkshire Pediatrics, Fairview 
Hospital and the Pittsfield Public Schools. At CHP 
Berkshire Pediatrics, Loring will collaborate with 
pediatric primary care clinicians and other behav-
ioral health team members caring for children in 
need of mental health support.

Southwestern Vermont 
Medical Center (SVMC) 
has welcomed Norr 
Hashem, DO, family 
medicine physician, to the 
SVMC Pownal Campus 
and Dartmouth-Hitch-
cock Putnam Physicians. 
Hashem most recently 
worked as a physician at 
Alexander Valley Health-
care, a federally qualified 
health center, and as medical director for the 
Cloverdale Healthcare Center, a skilled nursing 
facility, both in Cloverdale, Calif. He is board 
certified by the American College of Osteopathic 
Family Physicians.

Generous sign on bonuses for many positions!

www.chpberkshires.org/careers

Positions Now Available:
• Part Time/Full Time
• Great Benefits
• Competitive Salary

Turn your compassion into
a profession.

Mobile Health 
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Join Us!
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news & notes from the region

Architecture and en-
gineering firm edm has 
announced that Laura 
Bedus, AIA, WELL AP, 
has become a licensed 
architect in the state of 
New York. This follows 
her successful comple-
tion of AREs (architect 
registration exams), a 
multi-division exam used 
to assess knowledge and 

skills in order to gain licensure. Bedus joined edm 
in 2016 and has gained experience managing and 
developing projects, and advocating the firm’s 
sustainability and innovation initiatives.

The Berkshire Regional Planning Commission 
(BRPC) has welcomed the following new staff 
members. Alecia Herrick has joined the BRPC 
administrative team as financial office assistant. 
In addition to day-to-day financial transactions, 
she will assist Marianne Sniezek, office manager, 
with tracking over 100 funding sources, each with 
their own timeline, requirements, etc. Herrick most 
recently worked as assistant accountant for the 
town of Dalton. Nicholas Russo, EIT has joined 
as a senior transportation planner and will lead the 
regional transportation plan. Additional responsi-
bilities include safety and performance measures, 
road condition pavement management, and bicycle 
and pedestrian planning. Leslie Drager, RN, BSN, 
has been a contract part-time off-site nurse with 
the Berkshire Public Health Alliance (led by the 
BRPC Public Health Program) for over five years. 
In addition to her ongoing work investigating and 
managing infectious reportable disease in the Al-
liance contracted municipalities, she was the lead 
organizer of the Berkshire Community College 
public COVID-19 vaccine clinic. Due to receipt 
of a Public Health Excellence Grant, Drager is 
now a BRPC employee and will work part-time as 
a senior public health nurse. Nancy Kibby Slat-
tery, RN, BSN is a new full-time public health 
nurse with the Berkshire Public Health Alliance. 
Public health nurses work to reduce the effects 
of preventable chronic diseases, premature death 
and improve the quality of life among residents 
of Berkshire County. Slattery played a major 
role in managing the COVID-19 crisis via her 
previous position with the Berkshire VNA and is 
fully proficient with other aspects of the job such 
as infectious disease monitoring and investiga-
tion, provision of flu clinics and wellness. The 
Public Health Program also welcomes two new 
part-time, as-needed health inspectors, Claudia 
Sarti and Ned Saviski.

Southwestern Vermont 
Medical Center (SVMC) 
has welcomed Physician 
Assistant Paige Fillio to 
SVMC ExpressCare and 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
Putnam Physicians. Fillio 
earned her master’s de-
gree in physician assistant 
studies from Westfield 
State University in Mas-
sachusetts in 2021. She 

has worked as a scribe in the Emergency Depart-
ment at SVMC since 2015. She served for a part of 
that time as a quality assurance specialist for the 
scribe program and as chief scribe. She has also 
worked in the Emergency Department and Urgent 
Care at Berkshire Medical Center in Pittsfield.

Greylock Federa l 
Credit Union’s board of 
directors has appointed 
Catheryn Chacon Orte-
ga to the credit unions’s 
volunteer supervisory 
committee, where she 
joines other committee 
members Allison Bedard 
(chair), Krystle Blake, 
Lori Broderick-Bean, 
and Bryan House. The 

supervisory committee functions as the represen-
tative auditor for the membership and oversees 
compliance, policies, rules, regulations, and the 
performance of officials and employees. Ortega 
is a senior tax accountant with Ernst & Young. 
She serves on the board of Berkshire Community 
College and co-founded Latinas-413, a coalition 
of women focused on the needs of Latina women.

Shaker Museum has announced the appoint-
ment of Matthew Malin to its board of trustees. 
Malin, who has extensive experience launching 
and building retail brands, is joining the board 
during a pivotal time for the institution, which is 
currently developing a new facility to permanently 
house and exhibit the collection in downtown Cha-
tham, N.Y. He co-founded the skincare company 
MALIN+GOETZ 17 years ago and served as its 
CEO for the first 13 years. During that time, the 
business expanded from one New York City retail 
store into a global enterprise.

Eva Sheridan  has 
joined Boyd Technolo-
gies as senior director 
of human resources. In 
her new role, Sheridan 
will be responsible for 
the strategic growth and 
development of the com-
pany’s human capital and 
oversight of all human 
resources efforts. In ad-
dition, she has joined the 

company’s senior leadership team. Sheridan is 
a well-known executive in the human resources 
field in Berkshire County, who previously 
held executive roles at Main Street Hospital-
ity Group in Stockbridge and Mountain One 
Financial Group in North Adams. An active and 
involved member of the Berkshire community, 
she currently serves as president and chair of 
the MassHire Berkshire Workforce Board and 
as a board member for Community Access for 
the Arts, among several other community roles. 
Sheridan’s appointment comes at a crucial time 
for Boyd Technologies as the company is add-
ing biomedical engineers, quality technicians, 
process engineers, and other technical staff to 
support its strategic growth plan.

T h e  S o u t h e r n 
Berkshire Chamber of 
Commerce has selected 
Scott Rote, president of 
Wheeler & Taylor Inc.. as 
its 2021 Business Person 
of the Year. Rote will be 
recognized for the work 
he does as a business 
leader and supporter of 
the local community at 
the chamber’s 11th an-

nual Business Person of the Year celebration 
on Sept. 22 from 5 to 7:30 p.m. at the Norman 
Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge. For infor-
mation about the event, contact Betsy Andrus 
at 413-528-4284, cell 413-329-6784 or betsy@
southernberkshirechamber.com.

Ventfort Hall Mansion and Gilded Age Museum 
has appointed two new members to its board of 
directors: Govane Lohbauer of Lee, and Natalie 
Johnsonius Neubert of Lenox. Lohbauer has 
been for more than 20 years costume director at 
Shakespeare & Company in Lenox, designing 
three to seven shows per year and overseeing the 
maintenance and organization of a 60,000-piece 
costume stock. She taught costume and prop de-
sign and was the costume designer in the Theater 
Department at Simon’s Rock of Bard College. For 
the Berkshire Public Theater and the Berkshire 
Lyric Theater she designed and executed costumes. 
Lohbauer comes to the Ventfort Hall board with a 
special interest in historic house museums and his-
toric preservation. Neubert is an arts and cultural 
management professional who currently serves 
as the executive director of the Berkshire Music 
School in Pittsfield. Specializing in programming, 
fundraising and marketing for the performing arts, 
she has worked with such cultural institutions as 
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, Shake-
speare & Company, Dublin International Fringe 
Festival, Performance Space New York and others. 
She has served on development, marketing and 
special events/gala committees for the Berkshire 
Museum, WAM Theater, Community Access to 
the Arts, Lenox Library Association and Berkshire 
Country Day School.

Greylock Federal Credit Union’s board of 
directors voted to appoint Angelo Borsello Jr. as 
director emeritus in recognition of his long and 
distinguished service to the credit union. Director 
emeritus designation recognizes board members 
who have been invited to stay on the board in a 
non-voting advisory capacity. Borsello served 
on the board of directors for 39 years before 
joining the supervisory committee in 2018. He 
recently retired from the committee. With the 
board’s vote, Borsello joins other emeritus board 
members Daniel Donovan, Richard DeFazio, 
the late Alfred Shogry, J. Paul Dube, Marilyn 
Sperling, and Jean Doak.

Southwestern Vermont 
Medical Center (SVMC) 
has welcomed Shellie 
Burdick, DO, family 
medicine physician, to the 
SVMC Pownal Campus 
and Dartmouth-Hitch-
cock Putnam Physicians. 
Most recently, Burdick 
worked as the chief medi-
cal office for Alexander 
Valley Healthcare, a fed-

erally qualified health center, and as medical 
director for the Cloverdale Healthcare Center, a 
skilled nursing facility, both in Cloverdale, Calif. 
She is board certified by the American College of 
Osteopathic Family Physicians.

The Community Development Corporation 
of South Berkshire (CDCSB) has welcomed 
two new members to its board of directors. Don 
Eaton, of Stockbridge, and Joe Grachmal, of 
Great Barrington, were elected to serve three-
year terms on the nonprofit’s board. Eaton is an 
account director at Toole Insurance Agency in 
Lee, where he works with clients in construction 
and other related sectors in Massachusetts and 
eastern New York. He joined the CDCSB board 
with the intent to serve on the economic devel-
opment subcommittee and working closely with 
the organization’s new Small Business Technical 
Assistance Program. Grachmal is a 2019 Harvard 
graduate and Great Barrington resident with a 
passion for municipal innovation and supporting 
small towns. He is currently developing a private 
municipal innovation company called Ulpian 
Labs, which will “engage the next generation 
of leaders to address crucial challenges facing 
small to mid-sized municipalities.” Grachmal is 
also a Lead America Hometown Fellow. He will 
serve on the board’s marketing and fundraising 
subcommittee. The board also includes Jim 
Harwood (president), Richard Stanley (vice 
president), Cara Becker (treasurer), Anthony 
Blair (clerk), Erik Bruun, Jeffrey Cohen, 
Cara Davis, Thomas Doyle, Robin Helfland, 
Michael Igoe, Rufus Jones, Richard Melluzo, 
Rachel Moriarty and David Thorne.u
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May the Flash
be with you

 STOP & SHOP PLAZA, MERRILL ROAD, PITTSFIELD
 442-6911

 Mark E. Kasuba, Gemologistwww.medwardjewelers.com
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SECURITY & PROTECTIVE SERVICES
LOCALLY OWNED • BONDED & INSURED

H&S Security provides armed and unarmed transport, vehicle patrols 
and 24/7 security guard services in Berkshire County.

We also provide armed money transport, escort services,
private investigation service, anti-theft security video monitoring, 

computer debugging, and pre-employment background checks.

In addition to security guard services, we also specialize in
security for the growing Cannabis Industry, including cultivation 

facilities, labs, dispensaries and retail locations.

KEEP YOUR LOVED ONES, FRIENDS, PATRONS AND 
CUSTOMERS SAFE. CALL US TODAY!

413-822-9036
1440 EAST ST., PITTSFIELD, MA
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The Southern Berkshire Chamber of Com-
merce has selected Scott Rote, president of 
Wheeler & Taylor Inc., as its 2021 Business 
Person of the Year. Rote will be recognized for the 
work he does as a business leader and supporter 
of the local community at the chamber’s 11th 
annual Business Person of the Year celebration 
on Sept. 22 from 5 to 7:30 p.m. at the Norman 
Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge. For infor-
mation about the event, contact Betsy Andrus 
at 413-528-4284, cell 413-329-6784 or betsy@
southernberkshirechamber.com.

Greylock Federal Credit Union awarded 
two rounds of scholarships to college-bound high 
school seniors. Eighteen awards of $500 each were 
granted in Berkshire County and one in Columbia 
County, N.Y., under the credit union’s annual 
“Community Enrichment” scholarship program. 
Five “Scholastic Achievement Awards” of $1,000 
each were also awarded. In total, 24 students were 
awarded $14,500 toward continuing education. 
Community Enrichment scholarship recipients 
are Cameron Langsdale (BART), Caroline Cel-
lana (Drury), Emma Thurston and Sharaya Keele 
(Hoosac Valley), Asa Stone (Lee), Carolyn Cass 
and Natalie Vizcardo (Lenox), Stephen Pereault 
and Alaina Vigiard (McCann), Isabelle Bizalion 
(Mt. Everett), Victoria Melkonyan and Matt 
Sorrell (Mt. Greylock), Sasha Grosz and Briana 
Palmieri (PHS), Calie Champoux and Leeh Choon 
(Taconic), Nick Astore and Benjamin Klose 
(Wahconah), and Jennae McCalla (Hudson). This 
year’s Scholastic Achievement Award recipients 
are Owen Brady (BART), Adam Garrett, (Carthage 
Central), Aiden Astorino (Hoosac Valley), and 
Kamila Forfa and Nickolas Huertas (Monument 
Mountain). “Greylock is delighted to recognize 
our area’s outstanding students with these schol-
arships,” said Greylock Federal President John 
Bissell. “By investing in the education of our 
young people we strengthen our future and help 
our community to thrive. It is our pleasure to honor 
these students with well-deserved scholarships to 
advance their educational pursuits.”

The City of Pittsfield has been selected to 
be featured in Viewpoint, an educational docu-
mentary series hosted by Dennis Quaid that is 
distributed to public television stations nation-
wide. Pittsfield’s feature is part of Viewpoint’s 
“Discovering America – Great Places to Live, 
Work & Visit” series. “I am absolutely thrilled 
that the City of Pittsfield has been chosen for this 
extraordinary nationwide profile,” said Mayor 
Linda Tyer. “We already know that Pittsfield, the 
heart of Berkshire County, is a great place to live, 
work and visit. In the wake of the pandemic, we 
continue to see a growing demand among people 
of all ages who are seeking communities that will 
allow them to enjoy a thriving quality of life. 
This documentary will showcase our city to a 
vast audience, highlighting our many wonderful 
attributes, including our growing innovation and 
technology, and local success stories.” Filming 
for this episode is slated for early to mid-October. 
Viewpoint is specifically designed as educational 
content for public television distribution in all 50 
states that aims to inform viewers on the latest top-
ics and trends. Additionally, the City of Pittsfield 
will partner in developing an educational com-
mercial segment that will air on major networks 
including CNBC, CNN, Learning Channel, and 
Discovery Channel.

Following the addition earlier this year of 
Christine Arace, CPA to Fenton Quinn PC, 
the Pittsfield-based firm has now changed its 
corporate name to Killeen Arace & Quinn PC. 
Arace has joined Ryan Killeen and Sheri Quinn 
as managing partners of the firm, which now has 
four certified public accountants (including Wil-
liam Fenton), and eight support staff members. 
Killeen Arace & Quinn PC specializes in tax 
preparation services, along with assurance and 
advisory services, bookkeeping, accounting and 
Quickbooks/Sage assistance.

Berkshire Community College (BCC) has 
announced the creation an Early College program 
offering free college courses to Massachusetts 
high school juniors and seniors. Students with a 
high school GPA of 2.7 or higher (or who pass 
BCC’s Accuplacer exam) may take up to 15 
credits this fall, academic schedules permitting. 
Tuition and fees will be waived. Three options 
are offered within the program: Bridge to Col-
lege, available to high school seniors only, which 
offers waived tuition and fees for one course 
per year; Concurrent, in which students enroll 
in high school courses approved for BCC col-
lege credit; and Dual Enrollment, in which high 
school students enroll in BCC college courses. 
Normal tuition and fees are waived. Applications 
are accepted on a rolling basis until Sept. 7. For 
more information, including helpful webinars, 
resources, and how to apply, visit www.berk-
shirecc.edu/early-college. 

Canary Blomstrom Insurance Agency of 
Agawam recently became a member of Good-
Works Financial Group, a national network 
of insurance agencies. By joining GoodWorks, 
the agency will partner with Wheeler & Tay-
lor Insurance of Great Barrington to broaden 
its insurance offerings locally, regionally and 
nationally. Wheeler & Taylor is GoodWorks Fi-
nancial’s flagship national agency. The move is 
a win for all parties, said Chad Yonker, chairman 
of GoodWorks Financial Group, “By partnering 
with Wheeler & Taylor and GoodWorks, Canary 
Blomstrom can do even more for its personal and 
business customers,” he said. GoodWorks Finan-
cial Group is a network of common-ownership 
companies that are dedicated contributors and 
sponsors of many local and national charitable 
organizations serving the education, healthcare, 
and public safety needs of local communities. 
For more information, go to www.goodworks-
financial.com.

The Community Development Corporation 
of South Berkshire (CDCSB) will hold its 2021 
fundraising event on Oct. 8 with a 7 p.m. virtual 
screening of the documentary film, Citizen Jane: 
Battle For The City, about the life and work of 
urban planning activist Jane Jacobs. The event 
includes a live, online Q&A session with the 
film’s producer and director, Matt Tyrnauer, and 
film editor, Bob Eisenhardt. In 1960, Jacobs 
wrote the seminal book, The Death and Life 
of Great American Cities, a critique of modern 
urban planning and post-war urban renewal. 
She has become a symbol for strength within 
a community and a focal point for the voice 
of the people. This fundraiser will support the 
CDCSB’s work in southern Berkshire County, 
building affordable housing developments such 
as Windrush Commons on South Main Street in 
Great Barrington, which is due to break ground 
this fall. Sponsorship opportunities for this year’s 
virtual film fundraiser are available at all levels. 
To learn more, visit cdcsb.org. Tickets to the 
screening and Q&A can be purchased for $15 at 
cdcsb.org/2021filmfundraiser.

The Berkshire Cider Project in North Adams 
will host an Entrepreneurial Meetup presented by 
1Berkshire on Aug. 31 at 4:30 p.m. The event 
provides an opportunity to network over locally 
produced cider and hear from Kat Hand and Matt 
Brogan, the husband-and-wife team that brought 
Berkshire Cider Project to life. Meetups are free to 
attend and are made possible through the support 
of the Pittsfield Cooperative Bank. Registration 
is required. For details, go to the events calendar 
at 1berkshire.com.

The COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund for 
Berkshire County has awarded a round of grants for 
nonprofit programs addressing mental health and 
the emotional well-being of children, youth and 
families, as well as regional food coordination to 
sustain partnerships established at the height of the 
pandemic. The fund – an initiative of the Berkshire 
Taconic Community Foundation, Berkshire 
United Way, Northern Berkshire United Way 
and Williamstown Community Chest – granted 
a total of $182,000 for 33 projects estimated to 
reach over 8,500 residents. Four grants will sup-
port projects with potential for wide reach and 
replication. Berkshire Workforce Board will 
offer professional development for teachers and 
families focused on social-emotional learning. 
Iglesia Fuente de Salvacion Misionera will 
provide mentoring support to immigrant youth 
ages 10-22 and those struggling with family 
separation, substance use or behavioral disorders, 
while Berkshire South Regional Community 
Center will pilot a project to provide behavioral 
health consultation for staff, as well as children 
and families they serve. A grant to Busy Bee 
Learning Center will help fund integrative 
expressive arts lessons, coupled with mental 
health support. The fund also awarded grants 
to 26 nonprofits for programs offering reading, 
literacy and academic support; arts and storytell-
ing workshops; playgroups and summer camps; 
and employment training, coaching, referrals and 
peer support. Participants will include youth and 
adults with disabilities; immigrant and BIPOC 
youth; people experiencing homelessness and sub-
stance abuse disorders; and others experiencing 
economic fallout from the pandemic. Grants were 
also made to support regional food distribution 
systems. In northern Berkshire County, a grant 
to Goodwill Industries of the Berkshires and 
Southern Vermont will help fund an ongoing 
food access transportation project across six sites. 
North Adams Farmers Market received support 
for a trailer and for its Market Match program 
to double the impact of federal food benefits. 
Berkshire Fallon Health Collaborative, Roots 
Rising, South Congregational Church and over 
10 pantries and meal sites will use funding to hire 
two part-time coordinators to sustain the current 
system and build the network’s capacity. A meal 
distribution project with a range of partners in 
southern Berkshire County will fill gaps in access 
to prepared meals and build a system infrastruc-
ture, as well as develop residents’ skills to work in 
existing businesses or start their own. Information 
about these funded projects is available at www.
berkshireunitedway.org/covid-resiliency-grants.

The Berkshire Life Charitable Founda-
tion has awarded grants totaling $141,615 to 17 
local organizations that support a broad range 
of programs for Berkshire County citizens liv-
ing with disabilities. The 2021 grant recipients 
are: Berkshire Center for Justice, Berkshire 
Community College, Berkshire County Arc, 
Berkshire County Regional Housing Authority, 
Berkshire Music School, Blue Rider Stables, 
Branches School of the Berkshires, Commu-
nity Access to the Arts, Community Legal Aid, 
Dalton Community Recreation Association, 
Gladys Allen Brigham Community Center, 
Guidewire, Hillcrest Educational Centers, 
NAMI Berkshire County, Pathlight, Civitan 
Club of the Berkshires, and UCP of Western 
Massachusetts. This year, the Foundation award-
ed grants in memory of two community servants 
who passed away in 2021: former Berkshire 
United Way President Dan Dillon and Guardian 
Life Assistant Vice President Paul Houston. Three 
recipients – Berkshire County Arc, Berkshire 
Music School, and UCP of Western Massachusetts 
– each received a $12,000 grant and an additional 
$5,500 grant in memory of one or both honorees. 
“Dan and Paul had both served on the Berkshire 
Life Charitable Foundation Board and were deeply 
devoted to the local nonprofit community,” said 
Foundation President Alycia Sacco Duquette, 
second vice president and chief compliance of-
ficer for Berkshire Life Insurance Company of 
America. “We felt it only fitting to honor their 
memory by giving generously to a few of their 
favorite charities.” The Berkshire Life Charitable 
Foundation has awarded more than 440 grants 
with a cumulative financial contribution to the 
community in excess of $2.35 million since it 
was chartered in 2001. Requests for applications 
for 2022 grants may be made to Travis Crouse, 
Berkshire Life Charitable Foundation, at 413-
395-4890 or Travis_Crouse@glic.com.

Lever, an economic development nonprofit 
focused on innovation-driven job creation, is 
accepting applications for its Berkshire Sustain-
ability Challenge, a competition that will award 
a $20,000 innovation grant to the startup that 
presents the most scalable clean energy business 
model. Startups selected as finalists will receive 
a $3,500 scholarship provided by MassCEC. The 
winner of the innovation grant will be incubated 
at Lever for four months at no cost. Lever will 
provide access to top leaders within the clean 
energy industry as mentors, one-on-one coaching, 
and customized workshops. Applicants’ business 
models must have high growth potential, yield 
technology products or services with clean energy 
applications, and leverage one or more pre-existing 
assets in the Berkshire region. Applications are 
due by Aug. 27. For more information, go to www.
leverinc.org or contact Brent Filson at bfilson@
leverinc.org or 413-346-4840.

Bard College at Simon’s Rock announced 
the release of its inaugural issue of Early College 
Folio, a digital, open-access academic journal 
focused on the early college movement. Released 
in June, the issue (titled “The House of Education 
Needs Overhaul”) can be downloaded directly 
from the Bard Digital Commons. To celebrate 
the launch of the publication, Bard College at 
Simon’s Rock also hosted a virtual roundtable 
discussion with several scholars who contributed 
articles to the first issue. Early College Folio is 
now accepting submissions for its second issue, 
which will explore COVID-19 and early college. 
Contributors are invited to submit articles, es-
says, research, interviews, and other creative or 
collaborative work broadly rooted in applications 
of early college by contacting earlycollegefolio@
simons-rock.edu.

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts’ Ven-
able Theater is now poised to offer students an 
improved hands-on experience to hone their craft 
thanks to renovations made possible by the Jane 
& Jack Fitzpatrick Trust. Funds provided by 
the trust, totaling $100,000, were used to replace 
seating and improve lighting in the theater, home 
to the college’s Theatre Program. The renova-
tions also expanded accessibility through the 
demolition and renovation of restrooms to make 
them ADA compliant, and the installation of an 
interior platform for ADA seating which includes 
rails, doors, and a lobby counter. Students return 
in-person this fall and will be able to begin work-
ing immediately on MCLA’s 2021-2022 theatre 
season. “The changes to the theater will provide 
students with the opportunity to work with the most 
up-to-date lighting technology in the field,” said 
Jeremy Winchester, chair of MCLA’s Department 
of Fine and Performing Arts. “Since theatre is so 
reliant on entertainment technology, this will give 
our students a substantial competitive advantage 
as they enter the workforce. The new seating and 
lobby are also now fully accessible to people with 
all levels of mobility needs, ensuring that all stu-
dents and community members who would like to 
come to the theater can do so can in comfort and 
inclusion.” Winchester partnered with colleagues 
Lynette Bond, director of development for grants 
and research; William Norcross, purchasing man-
ager; and Robert Fortini, maintenance working 
foreman, to prepare the funding proposal, design 
and implement the lighting system upgrades, 
select the new seats, and design the new seating 
and lobby layout. Additional funding to support 
the renovation included $200,000 from the Mas-
sachusetts Division of Capital Asset Management 
and Maintenance: Small Capital Repair Program 
and $6,000 from the MCLA Facilities Department 
for funding of the engineering studies.

WAM Theatre has been awarded a Commu-
nity Investments for Greater Change grant from 
the Women’s Fund of Western Massachusetts 
(WFWM). WFWM distributed grants through 
this initiative to WAM and other organizations 
working with women and girls whose work 
aligns with one or more of these strategic pillars: 
economic security; freedom from gender-based 
violence, harassment, and harm; and parity in 
positions of leadership, representation and power. 
“As a professional theatre company operating at 
the intersection of arts and activism, WAM is 
thrilled to be among the awardees of this presti-
gious grant,” said Kristen van Ginhoven, WAM 
Theatre’s producing artistic director. “We have 
long admired how the Women’s Fund of Western 
Massachusetts operates, and the equitable process 
implemented during this granting process serves 
as an excellent model for all of us who are in the 
work of community investment.” In fulfillment 
of WAM’s philanthropic mission, the organiza-
tion donates a portion of the proceeds from their 
Mainstage productions to carefully selected 
beneficiaries. Since WAM’s founding in 2010, 
they have donated more than $80,000 to 22 local 
and global organizations taking action for gender 
equity in areas such as girls education, teen preg-
nancy prevention, sexual trafficking awareness, 
midwife training, and more.

SPECIALISTS IN RESIDENTIAL MOVING & WAREHOUSING. 
LOCALLY & WORLDWIDE.

Proudly serving The Berkshires for over 90 years.
QUALITY SERVICE • COMPETITIVE RATES
A Family Owned & Operated Business Since 1923

visit our website at www.castinemovers.com

ICC MC73444
US DOT 058227

OR TOLL FREE

1•800•225•8068413•499•4982
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Dewey Hall on Sheffield’s Village Green will 
hold an old fashioned “ice cream social” in its 
back yard from 6 to 8 p.m. on Aug. 31. The event 
is free, and ice cream will be provided by spon-
sor High Lawn Farm. There will also be lawn 
games, a coloring table, door prizes, and live music 
from the Michael Junkins and Dan Broad Jazz 
Duo. The first 50 families to attend will receive 
screen printed canvas tote bags filled with swag 
and information from Sheffield related businesses 
and organizations. The bags have the original 
Sheffield Friendly Union missions statement “…to 
increase kindly feelings and promote intelligence 
and cheerfulness,” and were sponsored by 10 Shef-
field businesses, with many others participating 
in providing items. In case of rain, the event will 
be moved indoors. Attendees are urged to bring 
their masks in case they are needed. Dewey Hall 
also recently received a $15,000 grant for opera-
tions from the Jane & Jack Fitzpatrick Trust. 
The hall, which has been cut off from its normal 
income sources during the pandemic, also raised 
$30,000 in a fundraising drive that ended early 
this year. “We are extremely grateful for this 
grant which, along with the funds we raised this 
winter, will allow us to head into 2022 on close 
to an even footing as our income streams slowly 
return,” said board president Beth Carlson. For 
more information about the hall’s activities, visit 
www.deweyhall.org.

Berkshire Community College (BCC) has 
been awarded funding from the Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation to continue offering English for Speakers 
of Other Languages (ESOL) courses as part of 
a Community Adult Learning Center grant. The 
state funding totals $237,546, which represents 
102 ESOL seats. The BCC Adult Learning Pro-
gram (ALP) helps students prepare for higher 
education and career training by providing high-
quality instruction and referral to community 
resources as needed. Many ALP students have 
enrolled in for-credit classes at BCC and have 
gone on to careers such as certified nursing assis-
tants, restaurant managers and business owners. 
The program offers beginner, intermediate and 
advanced ESOL classes that focus on reading, 
writing, speaking and listening skills. To fill 
out a free application and explore community 
resources for ESOL students, visit www.berk-
shirecc.edu/alp. Spanish translation is available 
on the website. For more information, email alp@
berkshirecc.edu or call 413-236-5260.

Music in Common has announced the launch 
of The Black Legacy Project, an innovative mu-
sical collaboration that celebrates Black history 
and builds solidarity to advance racial justice, 
equity, and inclusion. The Black LP is a national 
project produced in partnership with community 
stakeholders at the local level and is part of Music 
in Common’s “Past. Present. Forward.” conflict 
transformation initiative. Black and white art-
ists of diverse ages and backgrounds revisit and 
reimagine songs central to the Black American 
experience as well as write new songs that speak 
to modern-day issues connected to racism and the 
calls for change of our time. Roundtable discus-
sions between Black and white Americans in 
racially integrated and separate affinity groups 
about the songs and their themes instruct how 
they will be interpreted and recorded. The Black 
Legacy Project will launch in the Berkshires with 
two online roundtable discussions. On Sept. 13, 
participants will analyze and discuss the song 
“Strange Fruit” made famous by Billie Holiday, 
and the W.E.B. Du Bois poem, “My Country 
‘Tis of Thee” to explore the history of lynching 
in the U.S. On Sept. 14, participants will do the 
same with the freedom songs “Lift Every Voice 
and Sing” and “We Shall Overcome” to discuss 
the theme of hope. All four pieces have a direct 
connection to the Berkshires. The roundtables are 
free and open to Berkshire community members 
ages 14 and up. Registration is required. Record-
ing for the project will begin in November and 
take place at Berkshire Community College’s 
new recording studio on their Pittsfield campus. 
Berkshire mainstays Wanda Houston, Billy Keane 
of Whiskey Treaty Roadshow, Annie Guthrie, and 
Gina Coleman are among the musical co-directors 
and musicians the project will feature. Musicians 
interested in getting involved with the project 
can apply online. A documentary short will also 
be produced. The Black Legacy Project in the 
Berkshires is sponsored in part by the Lee Bank 
Foundation, Berkshire Community College, 
Berkshire Film and Media Collaborative, 
Housatonic Heritage and the Oral History 
Center, Greylock Federal Credit Union, and 
other community partners. Sponsorship opportuni-
ties are still available. The Black Legacy Project 
is produced by Music in Common, a nonprofit 
organization that repairs the fractures dividing 
communities worldwide through collaborative 
songwriting, multimedia and performance. To 
learn more, contact Music in Common Executive 
Director Todd Mack at todd@musicincommon.
org or 413-248-6070.

Berkshire Agricultural Ventures (BAV) has 
announced a $100,000 investment in a mission-
based fermentation facility, Farm Ferments, of 
Hudson, N.Y. This investment was funded by a 
donation from an anonymous source, channeled 
through the Berkshire Taconic Community 
Foundation, under the conditions that BAV 
invest these funds in Farm Ferments. “This donor 
asked BAV to make sure that Farm Ferments 
was a good candidate for this donation,” said 
Glenn Bergman, executive director for BAV. 
“We found this investment continues to assist 
the expansion of Farm Ferments and meets 
BAV’s mission. This expansion also means 
growth and support for Columbia County farm-
ers who supply vegetables to Farm Ferments. 
It’s a positive on many levels.” Established in 
2017, Farm Ferments is a modern fermentation 
and packing facility with a 20-person staff, It is 
a mission-based business with a philosophy of 
supporting local farms, using wild occurring fer-
menters, and understanding the ancient practices 
of fermentation. BAV’s agreement with Farm 
Ferments and the involved donor stipulates that 
if Farm Ferments should declare any payments 
back to BAV, these funds will be reinvested 
into agricultural support in Columbia County. 
“We can follow the desires of [our donors] to 
continue to support the local farming economy 
in many different ways,” said Dan Schaeffer, 
board treasurer of BAV. “Our flexibility allows 
us to help our farmers and producers grow, and 
maximize their potential, We welcome invest-
ments as a way to partner with local area food 
companies who have a social impact philosophy 
as they can maximize their impact on the area. 
As a nonprofit, we want our donors to know that 
designated funds gifted to BAV always help our 
local farmers and producers.”

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts 
(MCLA) will receive $1.9 million to distribute 
directly to enrolled students from Higher Educa-
tion Emergency Relief Funds (HEERF) that are 
part of the federal American Rescue Plan (ARP). 
One of the largest investments ever made in 
American higher education, the ARP allocates 
$40 billion to colleges to mitigate the negative 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. A third round 
of pandemic relief for higher education institu-
tions, the ARP funds are more than double the 
first two COVID recovery packages combined. 
HEERF funding, which exists under the umbrella 
of ARP, is meant specifically for students. MCLA 
students with the highest need, demonstrated via 
FAFSA information, will receive the majority of 
this funding, but all enrolled students will receive 
a check or the option to use the funds to pay off 
student debt or pay for future semesters of col-
lege. The first disbursement of funds will be to 
MCLA undergraduates and graduate students who 
are enrolled for summer classes as well as for the 
fall 2021 semester. The next disbursement will be 
to students enrolled for fall 2021. The remainder 
of this funding will be disbursed to enrolled stu-
dents in spring 2022. Bonnie Howland, MCLA’s 
director of student financial services, said that 
she has heard from many MCLA students who 
are helping support their families, who have lost 
jobs, or who lack Internet access at home. This 
funding can help pay for expenses so that students 
can stay enrolled in college while they deal with 
other emergencies brought on by COVID-19. “It’s 
designed to help students stay in school throughout 
the pandemic,” said Howland, “I think we’re go-
ing to feel the effects of the pandemic for at least 
the next couple of years.”

The Guardian Life Insurance Company of 
America has awarded grants totaling $126,000 
to 12 local nonprofit organizations in support of 
programs focused primarily on financial literacy/
stability and workforce development for low-
income Berkshire County residents. “One of 
Guardian’s corporate values is ‘We do the right 
thing,’ and that includes supporting the com-
munities where we live and work,” said Larry 
Hazzard, vice president, head of disability income 
product, underwriting and claims, and president 
of Berkshire Life. “We’re committed to funding 
and volunteering with local nonprofits that provide 
better futures for Berkshire County’s most vulner-
able and underserved.” Grant recipients for 2021 
are: 18 Degrees, EMPath Program; Berkshire 
Film & Media, Kemble Street Studios; Central 
Berkshire Habitat for Humanity, Build & 
Restore and Volunteers in Tax Assistance; Com-
munity Recreation Association, Remote learn-
ing, Kids’ Club, and tutoring; Elizabeth Freeman 
Center, Money School Program; Hillcrest Dental 
Care, low-income dental care pool; Massachu-
setts Audubon Society, Berkshire Environmental 
Literacy Program; Miss Hall’s School, Money 
Matters Financial Literacy Workshop; NAMI 
of Berkshire County, education programming; 
Nonprofit Center of the Berkshires, develop-
ment services for nonprofits; Roots Rising, Youth 
Crew and Market Crew programs; and Volunteers 
in Medicine Berkshires, Social Determinants of 
Health Program.

The Bidwell House Museum in Monterey will 
hold its annual summer garden party on Aug. 27 
from 4 to 7 p.m. in the gardens on the grounds of 
the museum. To celebrate 30 seasons of operation, 
the museum is honoring its founders, Jack Hargis 
and David Brush, and two of the founding board 
members, Bill Brockman and Jack Jefferson. The 
theme this year is “Hats Off” and attendees are 
encouraged to wear their best hats. The summer 
garden party is the major fundraising event of the 
year for the museum, supporting the historic 1700s 
homestead, educational programs, and the grounds, 
which are open to the community year-round (July 
2021 BT&C). Tickets to the summer gala start at 
$100 per person and may be reserved by contacting 
the museum office at 413-528-6888. Tickets can 
also be purchased at www.bidwellhousemuseum.
org/event/hats-off-to-thirty-seasons/.

Adams Community Bank’s board of trustees 
has approved a plan to convert the bank from a 
mutual savings bank to a capital stock savings 
bank, with a concurrent formation of a stock hold-
ing company and a mutual holding company. The 
mutual holding company, to be named Community 
Bancorp of the Berkshires MHC, will own 100 
percent of the stock holding company’s outstand-
ing shares of common stock. The stock holding 
company, to be named Community Bancorp of 
the Berkshires Inc., will own 100 percent of the 
Adams Community Bank’s outstanding shares of 
common stock. Officials with the bank noted that 
this is conversion does not constitute a public stock 
offering. They explained that, while the bank will 
become a stock form organization, its mutuality 
will be preserved because 100 percent of the issued 
stock will be controlled by Community Bancorp 
of the Berkshires MHC, a mutual entity. Follow-
ing the reorganization, depositors will continue 
to be represented by the current members of the 
bank’s board of corporators who will become the 
corporators of Community Bancorp of the Berk-
shires MHC. “Due to our significant growth in 
recent years, we are reorganizing to benefit from 
the mutual holding company banking model,” 
said Adams Community Bank President Charles 
O’Brien. “We embrace mutuality on a long-term 
basis and plan to issue subordinated debt which 
will allow us to add to our capital and continue our 
pattern of strong growth.” O’Brien noted that those 
growth plans include adding locations in Pittsfield 
and Great Barrington. “Our commitment to our 
local communities has never wavered since our 
founding in 1869, and we pride ourselves on being 
a trusted financial partner for a growing number 
of residents and businesses in the Berkshires,” he 
said. “As we continue to grow in the coming years, 
we will expand our philanthropic support as well.” 
The proposed transaction and plan of reorganiza-
tion was approved by the bank’s corporators at 
the annual meeting held on April 14. Regulatory 
approval is expected in the fourth quarter of 2021. 
After the reorganization, the bank will continue 
to operate as Adams Community Bank, will be 
headquartered in Adams, and normal business will 
be conducted without interruption at the bank’s 
offices prior to and after the reorganization.

Laurel Hill Association presents photographer 
Bruce Panock’s work in a virtual exhibit at the 
Artists on Nature (https://laurelhillassociation.
org/artists-on-nature/). Laurel Hill began in 1853 
with a goal of enhancing the natural beauty of 
Stockbridge (February 2021 BT&C). Its mission 
is to “do such things as shall serve to improve the 
quality of life and of the environment in the town of 
Stockbridge.” With its first virtual gallery presenta-
tion, the organization looks to establish an online 
forum of artists who are informed by nature that is 
meant to educate and create a greater connection 
to the community. Panock lives in the Berkshires 
and began his exploration with photography over 
20 years ago. The exhibit runs through Sept. 27.

Ten north county high school students success-
fully completed their summer work experiences 
as participants in the 7th annual North County 
Summer Youth Works Program, funded by the 
First Congregational Church of Williamstown 
and MountainOne. The young adults – Cambria 
Church, Maryn Cappiello, Musa Thompson, 
Emma Meczywor, Mallory Mazzeo, Molly 
McLear, Faith Domenichini, Austin Alfonso, 
Abby Bird and Ryan Czupryna – spent six weeks 
participating in safe work-and-learning and 
community service activities. These included 
employability skill and cultural awareness train-
ing at Hoosac Valley High School; planting and 
harvesting the Drury High School gardens for 
donations to the Berkshire Food Project, with 
Jen Munoz, director of the Growing Healthy 
Garden Program; and environmental and social 
justice training with Leslie Svilokos and Aretha 
Whitehead from Greenagers Inc. They also 
participated in weekly field trips to engage in 
community service learning throughout the region 
at April Hill Farm/Greenagers, The Brien Cen-
ter, Berkshire County House of Correction’s 
Aquaponics Lab, UNO Community Center and 
Many Forks Farm. For their final projects, the 
participants developed public service announce-
ments for Greenagers Inc., North Adams Grow-
ing Healthy Garden Program and the Berkshire 
House of Correction’s Aquaponics Lab. Berkshire 
Workforce Board staff Heather Shogry-Williams 
and Kat Toomey, along with program coordina-
tors Michele Boyer-Vivori, and Molly Meczwor, 
recruited, selected, and mentored the participants 
throughout the program with continued support 
from MassHire Berkshire Career Center, which 
provided weekly stipends to the participants. A 
celebration to honor the youth participants was 
held at Hoosac Valley High School on Aug. 5. 
Visit the MassHire Berkshire Workforce Board 
Facebook and Instagram pages to view the youth 
participants’ profiles, pictures from their work this 
summer and their PSAs.

On Sept. 14, the Nonprofit Center of the 
Berkshires (NPC) will present a Fraud Prevention 
Webinar led by Kim Baker of Toole Insurance and 
Carol Leibinger-Healey of Adelson & Company 
PC. The “Lunch & Learn” presentation, held from 
12:15 to 1:30 p.m. via Zoom, will help identify and 
address vulnerabilities to internal fraud, educate 
on internal controls, and assist management in 
achieving fiscal responsibility and deterrence. The 
cost is $25 for NPC members and $35 for not-yet 
members. Register online at npcberkshires.org.

Berkshire Money Management, along 
with the City of Pittsfield Fire Department, 
will present the 3M Scott Firefighter Combat 
Challenge, to be held at Berkshire Crossing in 
Pittsfield, Sept. 16-18. Firefighters from across 
the state and country, Canada and across the 
globe will travel to the Berkshires for the “two 
toughest minutes in sports.” Retired firefighters 
are also welcome to compete in the Challenge, 
which seeks to encourage firefighter fitness 
and demonstrate the profession’s rigors to the 
public. The full competition course, as seen on 
ESPN for more than a decade and now televised 
on FFCC.com and ESPN3, will be set up at 
Berkshire Crossing. There will be food trucks, 
fire safety demos, and other activities. Individual 
races will be held Sept. 17, beginning at 5 p.m. 
The tandem and relay races will be held Sept. 
18, starting at 10:30 a.m. For more information 
about the Challenge course, registration and rules, 
visit http://firefighterchallenge.com/2021/07/20/
pittsfield-2021-registration-page/. For more in-
formation about the Pittsfield event, email Dan 
Garner at dgarner@cityofpittsfield or call 413-
448-9754. Or checkout the event page: https://
www.facebook.com/events/346449923740496
/?ref=newsfeed.u

Make a 
great impression 
every time a 
customer calls.
Even when you can’t answer the phone, 
our virtual receptionists let your 
customers know you care.

(800) 367-7243    BerkshireCommunicators.com
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BY JOHN TOWNES
Joe Prince has big goals for the two ven-

tures – Berkshire Mantiques and Greylock 
Grounds Coffee – he has established in the 
former Vacation Village sales complex on 
Route 7 in Lanesboro.

“I want to create a spark that helps to 
ignite Lanesboro,” he said. “This is a great 
community in one of the most beautiful 
places on earth. I want to see Lanesboro 
become a destination that people will come 

to and stop in, rather than just a thorough-
fare that they drive through on the way to 
someplace else.”

He also is working to establish the complex 
as a generator of community activity and a 
gathering spot, including serving as a venue 
for entertainment, benefi ts and other events.

Berkshire Mantiques is a store that carries 
a wide selection of “antiques and collectables 
for man caves and she sheds” according to 
its motto.

Greylock Grounds Coffee is an adjacent 
business that sells biodegradable K-Cup pods 
used in Keurig-style coffeemakers. Prince 
has partnered with No. 6 Depot Roastery 
and Cafe of West Stockbridge to market pods 
using their coffee.

He said the two businesses have a synergy. 
He serves the coffee in Berkshire Mantiques 
and is also establishing a cafe slated to open 
this summer that will feature Greylock 
Grounds as well as light fare such as pizza 
and panini. It will also include a drive-in 
window on the site serving Greylock Grounds 
coffee to go.

Last September, Prince rented 7,000 square 
feet in four buildings at 
20 Williamstown Rd. 
(Route 7).

The space is part of a 
fi ve-building complex 
in the north of town 
that originally housed 
the sales offi ces of Va-
cation Village, a time-
share resort located 
by Jiminy Peak. The 
complex has largely been vacant since 2012, 
when the sales offi ces closed.

Last year, Anthony Doyle, trustee of 
Normalk NT, purchased the complex from 
Patriot Resorts for $250,000. In addition to 
the buildings that Prince is leasing, there are 
also plans by a separate prospective tenant 
to establish a general store carrying local 
products in the remaining building.

Another tenant on the site is Root 7, a 
hair salon.

Prince is using a portion of the buildings 
he is leasing for Berkshire Mantiques, while 
the other buildings will house the offi ces 
and operations center for Greylock Grounds 
Coffee.

Berkshire Mantiques (413-841-1401 or 
Facebook page Berkshire Mantiques) car-
ries an eclectic, unique and often whimsical 
assortment of antiques, vintage items, col-
lectables and new items.

Rather than a basic antique shop or used 
merchandise dealer, Prince has used his fl air 
for showmanship to make Mantiques into 
what he describes as “an experience.”

In addition to basic home furnishings and 
furniture, it carries an array of artwork and 
signage ranging from decorative and utilitar-
ian signs to nostalgic outdoor commercial 
signs and interior neon bar displays.

It also has diverse knickknacks, statuettes, 
lawn ornaments, glassware, record albums, 
and other items too numerous to categorize, 
including a vintage-style gas pump. Its inven-
tory also features products from Berkshire 
artisans and producers.

Prince said Mantiques is an outgrowth of 

his long-standing interest in antiques and 
collecting. He did that for about two decades 
on a part-time basis while working in the 
construction industry as a blast-mitigation 
expert.

After surviving cancer three years ago and 
leaving his former job, he decided to make 
his passion into a business.

Prince initially launched Mantiques in a 
space in Cheshire. However, shortly after 
opening, the COVID pandemic struck, which 
made it diffi cult to open on a regular basis 
and remain in business.

Late last year, he decided to relaunch 
the business and he moved to the Route 7 

complex.
He opened there last 

November. He em-
phasized that he has 
rigorously maintained 
the safeguards required 
by COVID, even as 
restrictions have eased.

He said dealing with 
the pandemic has con-
tinued to be a struggle, 

but he has pressed ahead with confi dence that 
the venture will eventually succeed.

“I’ve worked hard to keep the lights on 
during COVID,” he said. “I had to do it 
without any PPP money or any other as-
sistance, because I didn’t fi t the criteria for 
those programs.”

Despite that, he has steadily built a fol-
lowing of customers and grown the business 
and its scope.

In addition to the retail shop, Prince has 
used the space as a venue for regional musi-
cians to perform online and live. In January, 
he hosted a Facebook streaming concert 
featuring the Misty Blues.

Since then, he has been sponsoring per-
formances based on the allowable COVID
guidelines. This summer the space has been 
featuring regular live concerts on weekends.

“I want to support the music community 
by offering an opportunity to perform here,” 
Prince said. “It’s been diffi cult for them dur-
ing the pandemic.”

He has also hosted other community events 
there, including a Coffee and Cars rally in 
May that raised money to support the fi ght 
against cancer.

Meanwhile, he has also been establishing 
Greylock Grounds. A relative, James Prince, 
is becoming a partner with a focus on the 
coffee business.

“We worked with other developers to 
produce a biodegradable K-Cup pod,” said 
Prince. “Flavio Lichtenthal (roaster and co-
owner of No. 6 Depot) also has produced a 
coffee that is perfect for K-Cups.”

In addition to selling Greylock Grounds 

Berkshire Mantiques brings new life to former 
Vacation Village site in Lanesboro

“I want to see Lanesboro 
become a destination that 
people will come to and 
stop in, rather than just 
a thoroughfare that they 
drive through on the way 

to someplace else.”

BerkShares Business of the Month

Did you know that the Berkshire region has the most diverse immigrant population in Massa-
chusetts? As the Executive Director of the Literacy Network of South Berkshire (LitNet), Leigh 
Doherty works with immigrants who speak more than 18 di�erent languages and represent 

30 di�erent countries collectively across the globe. �e mission of the organization is to “transform the 
lives of adult learners, both immigrant and U.S.-born, through the power of literacy, education, and 
advocacy.”

�e organization was found in 1991 in 
partnership with the Lee Library Asso-
ciation as a resource for one-on-one tu-
toring to improve literacy skills among 
adults in Berkshire County. Informed 
by shifting demographics, over the years 
LitNet has expanded its curriculum 
with lessons in English for Speakers of 
Other Languages (ESOL) and adult ba-
sic education to provide opportunities 
to immigrants who live and work in the 
Berkshires.

LitNet’s 150 tutors represent a vari-
ety of professions including educa-
tors, business and medical profes-
sionals, artists, and service providers. 
What they all have in common “em-
pathy of heart and mind,” a quality 

that Leigh says makes for a great tutor. But even more than their role as tutors, these volunteers are 
mentors, community liaisons, and advocates to the learners. For those who have just arrived in the 
Berkshires or the country, LitNet’s tutors are often pivotal to the transition into American cultural life.  

�rough a partnership with the Berkshire Immigrant Center, LitNet also hosts a program for immi-
grants pursuing citizenship to coach people through the requirements of the English and civics exams. 
With the support of a local donor, LitNet recently launched the Matthew and Hannah Keator Family 
Scholarship for New Americans which helps to o�set the cost of the federal naturalization process, in-
cluding legal services and application fees.

Beyond language skills, Leigh and her colleague Miguel Silva are interested in fostering lifelong enrich-
ment opportunities for LitNet’s learners. LitNet has teamed up with faith-based organizations, medical 
providers, and educational groups to form a coalition called BASIC (Berkshire Advocacy and Services to 
the Immigrant Community). �ese service providers have observed the challenges faced by documented 
and undocumented immigrants when it comes to assimilating to life in the Berkshires and collectively 
aim to make the region more accessible for those who speak di�erent languages.

One way BASIC hopes to achieve this goal is through �nancial literacy, which can help learners build 
skills and knowledge to launch their own businesses. Leigh points out that many of LitNet’s learners 
have gone on to open their own businesses that meet the needs and �ll the gaps of the local economy, 
including service-based like landscaping and cleaning and food-based like restaurants and specialty foods 
stores. She impresses that immigrants are vital to the fabric of our community and economy. Leigh is 
proud to accept BerkShares which celebrate local pride and diversity in our region, just like the work 
at LitNet.  

LitNet is celebrating its 30th anniversary with an event on Saturday, September 11, 2021. Tickets can 
be purchased at www.litnetsb.org

Literacy Network of South Berkshire 
32 Park Street, Lee, MA 01238 | www.litnetsb.org

more stories like this one at www.berkshares.org
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Coffee on site, they are growing that busi-
ness by building a network of other sales 
outlets, which currently include Whitney’s 
Farm Market in Cheshire and several area 
convenience stores, among others. They are 
also making arrangements to have the product 
served at area inns and restaurants.

They also plan to make the pods available 
to other companies to use for their coffees 
and other beverages.

Berkshire Mantiques is open Sunday 
through Wednesday from noon to 6 p.m. 
and Thursday through Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.u

Joe Prince is using the Lanesboro complex both for Berkshire Mantiques and for a separate venture, Greylock 
Grounds Coffee, which produces and sells biodegradable K-Cup pods for Keurig-style coffee makers. He 
is collaborating on that with Flavio Lichtenthal, roaster and co-owner of No. 6 Depot in West Stockbridge.
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Get your free business valuation at 10001hours.com
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Lever’s 2021 Innovation Summit will begin with an event de-
signed to showcase – and reward – innovation that is happening 
within established companies here in the Berkshires.

Five finalists have been selected for the Berkshire Intrapreneur 
Challenge, which will take place at 1 p.m. on Sept. 23 as part of 
the 2021 Innovation Summit at the Berkshire Innovation Center in 
Pittsfield. The winner will receive a $25,000 Lever Innovation Grant 
to continue developing their idea.

While many Lever Challenges focus on startups, the Intrapreneur 
Challenge will showcase employees at established Berkshire compa-
nies who innovate from within, using the tools of entrepreneurship to 
develop new products and services that will 
yield revenue growth and create jobs.

“For the purposes of this challenge, the 
innovation can’t yet be in the market, and it 
must have the potential to grow the revenues of the company and lead 
to job creation,” said Jeffrey Thomas, executive director of Lever.

That concept was illustrated in the 2019 Berkshire Intrapreneur 
Challenge, in which the team from LTI Smart Glass in Pittsfield was 
selected from among four participants by a panel of expert judges to 
receive a $25,000 grant to use toward development of a new specialty 
glass windshield product designed to solve problems with delamina-
tion in high-stress military vehicle applications.

This year, the five finalists are working with Lever and other 
mentors to develop their business models and refine their presenta-
tions ahead of the Sept. 23 competition, where they will each give 
a 10-minute pitch followed by a question-and-answer session with 
a panel of expert judges.

“Our Intrapreneur Challenge finalists are truly exceptional,” said 
Brent Filson, Lever’s head of innovation. “Their work serves as an 
example of why the Berkshires are a hotspot for innovation.”

The finalists include:
• The Chamberlain Group, a Great Barrington-based firm that 

BY BRAD JOHNSON
Following up on the success of its first In-

novation Summit in 2019, Lever will again be 
shining the spotlight on that critical ingredient 
for regional economic development with its 
second iteration of the event.

The 2021 Innovation Summit, scheduled 
for Sept. 23-24 at the Berkshire Innovation 
Center (BIC) in Pittsfield, will include many 
of the same features as the earlier event, 
including the Berkshire Intrapreneur Chal-
lenge in which five mature businesses from 
the region will present their concepts for in-
novating from within in a pitch competition 
format before a panel of judges and summit 
attendees (see accompanying story).

Over the two days the summit will also 
put a twist on what it means to innovate, with 
discussions focused on rural innovation, on 
innovation in response to COVID-19, and 
with additional emphasis on innovating for 
inclusion.

“We’re going to be celebrating innovation, 
and people will be inspired by what’s going 
on right here in the Berkshires,” said Jeffrey 
Thomas, executive director of Lever, a non-
profit economic development organization 
founded in 2014 that supports entrepreneurs 
with startup expertise, an investment fund, 
research, mentors and access to talent.

In that respect, he said, the upcoming 
summit will be similar to the inaugural 
event in 2019.

“The first summit was focused on pulling 
out innovation that was happening in the 
Berkshires that people didn’t know about,” 
Thomas said. “People in the audience were 
surprised by the level of innovation going 
on here.”

That came across not only in the Intra-
preneur Challenge – in which LTI Smart 
Glass won the $25,000 grant and package of 
assistance from Lever for its new specialty 
glass windshield product that was developed 
to solve problems with delamination in high-

stress military vehicle applications – but also 
in other events that comprised the summit, 
such as presentations from regional inno-
vators, a panel discus-
sion featuring regional 
innovation centers, 
and keynote talks by 
Carlo Zaffanella from 
General Dynamics and 
Steve Case, founder of 
America Online.

“This year, you’ll see that many of 
our speakers are from outside Berkshire 
County,” said Thomas. “This gives us an 

opportunity to hear about innovation from 
other contexts.”

An example of this will be an address 
by keynote speaker 
Steve Nielson, CEO 
of Dycom Industries, a 
Fortune 1000 company 
that provides an array 
of specialty services 
including construction, 
engineering, and pro-

gram management supporting the country’s 
telecom backbone. Nielsen’s talk will focus 
on Dycom’s ongoing process of innovating 

from within to expand the company’s service 
offerings to clients.

Thomas said this ties in with the summit’s 
central theme of “Innovating Innovation.”

“The whole point is to get people thinking 
about innovating how we innovate,” he said. 
“It’s about being inspired to think differently 
and take new approaches to challenges – 
whether it’s starting a business, growing a 
business or staffing a business.”

Another subtext to the “Innovating Inno-
vation” theme is looking at how innovation 
can support the goals of diversity, equity 
and inclusion.

2-day program builds on 
success of 2019 summit, 
adds focus on inclusion

‘Innovating Innovation’ is theme for Lever’s 2021 summit

Companies to compete for $25K grant in Intrapreneur Challenge

“We’re going to be 
celebrating innovation, 

and people will be inspired 
by what’s going on right 
here in the Berkshires.”

designs, develops and manufactures high-fidelity mimetic anatomy 
for surgical and interventional training, research, device development 
and marketing. They are developing a door silencer, initially designed 
to address hospital noise pollution, that acts as a soft barrier between 
the colliding metal parts of the door latch mechanism to reduce the 
noise of a closing door.

• JM Spartan Training LLC of Pittsfield, which offers a broad 
spectrum of training opportunities surrounding emergency pre-
paredness, situational awareness and workplace violence to busi-
nesses, organizations, schools and financial institutions (April 2021 
BT&C). JM Spartan Training is developing an enhanced training 

platform through the use of technology and 
gamification.

• Kripalu Center for Yoga & Health in 
Stockbridge, a nonprofit educational orga-

nization dedicated to serving people and communities in realizing 
their full potential through the transformative wisdom and practice 
of yoga. Kripalu is developing a plan to bring its sourdough bread 
and other signature baked goods to local and regional markets, with 
proceeds being used to bring Yoga to underserved communities.

• Shire City Herbals Inc., a Pittsfield-based company that since 
2010 has handcrafted certified organic infused apple cider vinegar 
tonics, including their signature Fire Cider. Shire City Herbals is 
developing an incubator program to assist other local female-led 
consumer brands with e-commerce management and marketing, as 
well as production, warehousing and fulfillment services.

• Wellness Concepts Inc. of Great Barrington, a certified woman-
owned business delivering science and evidence-based, scalable 
well-being solutions that create sustainable behavior change for cor-
porate clients and their employees. Wellness Concepts is developing 
a cohesive, user-friendly platform designed to house and seamlessly 
deliver a la carte programming, and to further its mission for corporate 
well-being access, engagement and impact.u

“Our Intrapreneur Challenge 
finalists are truly exceptional.”

placeWORK
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“We’ll be looking at how we can be 
innovative in ways that help us increase 
diversity and inclusiveness,” said Thomas, 
who will moderate a 
panel discussion on 
that subject. Joining 
him will be panelists 
Brandale Randolph, 
CEO of 1856 Cycling 
Company; Evaguel 
Rhysing, CEO of United Aircraft Technol-
ogy; Angela Dixon, senior vice president 
and chief diversity offi cer at Berkshire Bank; 
Deborah Gallant, executive director of E for 
All Berkshires; and Mary Imevbore, CEO 
of Waeve.

“This should be a very interesting discus-
sion, with panelists bringing a really wide 
range of perspectives and experience,” said 
Thomas.

For example, he pointed to Imevbore, a 
Williams College graduate who co-founded 
her Boston-based company (thewaeve.com) 
with a goal of providing women – particu-
larly women of color – with more options 
for self-expression through hair styles.

“Hers is a really interesting story, and we’re 
glad to have Mary and our other great panel-
ists on board for this event,” said Thomas.

Other DEI-focused portions of the summit 
include a keynote speech by Kenn Turner, 
CEO of the Massachusetts Life Sciences 
Center, who will talk about diversity, equity 
and inclusion in the life sciences sector.

Also, a Workforce Innovation Panel led 
by Jade Schnauber, workforce programs 
manager at Lever, will feature Michelle 
Lopez, executive director of the Berkshire 
Immigrant Center; and Shaun Hall, director 
of employment services at BCArc.

“We would like people to leave the sum-
mit with some ideas of ways to innovate to 
support more diversity and inclusion,” said 
Thomas. (For a full schedule of summit 
programs, go to lerverinc.org.)

Pandemic protocols
Thomas noted that, when the 2019 In-

novation Summit was being planned, they 
envisioned it as becoming a biennial event.

“We thought we would hold it every two 
years, but the fi rst one was so successful that 
we thought that maybe we should do it again 
the next year,” he recalled.

That notion of hosting a 2020 Innovation 
Summit became an early casualty of the 
COVID pandemic – both in terms of the 
impracticality of holding an event of this 
scope virtually and in light of other programs 
that Lever became involved in as part of the 
statewide response to the pandemic.

“We decided that every two years is right,” 
said Thomas.

Planning for the 2021 summit took place 
against a backdrop of continued uncertainty 
about the course of the pandemic and about 
the level of restrictions that may be in place 
in September.

“We’ve been planning this since early this 
year,” said Thomas, noting that Lever’s suc-
cess in holding several programs remotely over 
the past year eased their concerns about hold-
ing the summit as a virtual event if necessary.

The state’s relaxation of COVID-related 
restrictions and capacity limits in late May 
allowed Lever to go forward with plans to 
hold the summit as a live, in-person event at 
the BIC, which has an event space that can 
accommodate 125 people (with options for 
expansion into adjoining spaces).

However, Thomas explained that other 
options for participation in the summit were 
also developed specifi cally with concerns 
about COVID in mind.

“We also wanted to de-risk the event in 
terms of people’s ongoing concerns about 
[in-person gatherings],” he said.

This led to plans to simulcast the summit to 
other “COVID-safe” spaces at the BIC where 
masks would be required and where there 
would be more room for social distancing.

In addition to simulcasting the event on 
site at the BIC, the summit will also be live 
streamed so that people can watch it remotely 
from wherever they choose. “This was a 
goal for us to accommodate people with 
concerns,” said Thomas.

One of the advantages of holding the sum-
mit as an in-person event is the opportunity 
it provides for attendees to network between 

sessions. That, Thomas said, was something 
that had been missing from the 2109 summit.

“We realized last time that we had not 
created enough space 
for networking,” he 
said. “This time we’ve 
engineered a lot of 
time into the schedule 
for that.”

Exactly what level 
of networking takes place may be infl u-
enced – along with other aspects of the 
summit – by the current situation in which 
the highly contagious delta variant of the 
coronavirus is driving higher numbers of 
infections locally and across the country.

Thomas noted that up-to-date COVID 
protocols for the summit will be provided 
upon registration, which is free.

For more information and to RSVP, visit le-
verinc.org/levers-innovation-summit-2021.u

“We’ll be looking at how we 
can be innovative in ways 

that help us increase diversity 
and inclusiveness.”

Allendale Shopping Center

For leasing information,
call Glenn Langenback

413-236-5957

The Shopping Hub of the Berkshires

 • Convenient Free Parking 
• Bus Stop at Entrance 

• Easy Access

ALLENDALE SHOPPING CENTER • 5 CHESHIRE ROAD • SUITE 60 • PITTSFIELD, MA 01201

LOCATED AT THE INTERSECTION OF CHESHIRE ROAD (ROUTE 8)
AND DALTON AVENUE (ROUTE 9)

SURE-FOOTED.
RESILIENT. 

CONFIDENT. 
Just what you want in a financial guide.

Member FDIC | Member DIF 
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Thank you to our 
Program Partners::

2021 Field Trip locations - Thank You!!
Greenagers, South Egremont
Brien Center, North Adams

Berkshire County House of Correction
Aquaponics Lab, Pittsfield
Uno Center, North Adams

Many Forks Farm, Clarksburg

Jen Munoz, Growing Healthy Gardens
@GrowingHealthyGardens

Program Sponsors:

North  Berkshire County  
YouthWorks Summer 2021

Paid Summer 
Gardening Program

@berkshireworkforceboard

YouthWorks provides youth with 
meaningful career immersion opportunities. 

The Berkshire Workforce Board works with all Berkshire schools to enhance
college and career readiness models for students.

www.masshireberkshire.com
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Adams Theater
continued from page 1

“The Adams Theater project is happening 
at an exciting time because it is occurring 
as other initiatives in Adams are generating 
positive momentum,” Moore said.

While the two projects are totally separate, 
they both refl ect broader local efforts to 
stimulate a combina-
tion of outdoor and in-
town development to 
revitalize the economy 
and enhance the quality 
of life in Adams.

They also both have 
recent histories in 
which other efforts to 
move forward with development plans have 
failed to gain traction for various reasons.

Moore is actually picking up on a project 
that was originally launched in 2004, when 
Nana Simopoulos and Caryn Heilman, two 
New York City-based performing artists, 
purchased the theater with a similar goal, 
which they called the Topia Arts Center.

While Simopoulos and Heilman did 
some work to the building, opened a cafe 
in a streetfront portion of the space, and 
sponsored sporadic events, they were un-
able to move the overall project forward 
due to the extent of physical restoration 
and expense involved.

In an early August interview, Simopoulos 
expressed the view that a key reason their 
project failed to move forward was a lack of 
support from the town – support that she said 
had been promised when they purchased the 
building in 2004.

“We said then that we are just a group 
of artists who can do all the planning and 
bring in programs, but there’s no way we 
can renovate it on our own,” said Simo-
poulos. “We trusted that the town could 
help with that.”

While reasons for the town’s lack of as-
sistance were never made clear to them, 
Simopoulos said she and Heilman believed 
that the town had placed other economic de-
velopment projects – including the Greylock 
Glen – higher on the list of priorities.

“So we kind of got saddled with an old 
building that we couldn’t renovate,” she 
said. “We held up our end of the bargain, and 
continued to do studies, but couldn’t do it on 
our own. We kept hitting a wall.”

In 2018 they placed 
the property on the 
market, which led to 
the sale to Moore.

“ We ’ r e  t o t a l l y 
thrilled that someone 
like Yina saw what 
a gem this is,” said 
Simopoulos, adding 

that the work and planning she and Heilman 
had done over the years will give Moore a 
signifi cant head start on her own efforts to 
restore the theater. “She’s amazing and has 
the resources to make this happen.”

Moore said that her own vision closely 
matches what the former owners had hoped 
to accomplish for the theater.

“The space had already been loved and 
massaged by them,” she said. “I see my role 
as taking it over and moving to the next steps. 
Nana and I have been in constant communica-
tion throughout the transition, and hopefully 
she will do some programming here when 
it is opened.”

Simopoulos said she and Heilman wel-
come the opportunity to remain involved in 
the project. (Although they both live and teach 
in New York City, they continue to own and 
operate the Topia Inn, an eight-room “green” 
guesthouse near the theater.)

“It’s kind of a dream come true,” said 
Simopoulos. “We’re planning on having 
performances there, and Yina has asked us 
to be part of a team to bring artistic events 
to the theater.”

continued on next page

COVERstory

“We’re totally thrilled that 
someone like Yina saw 

what a gem this is,” said 
Simopoulos. “She’s amazing 

and has the resources to 
make this happen.”

103 West Park Street
Lee, MA  01238
(413) 243-4331

www.octobermountainfa.com

Member SEC, FINRA, SiPC

October Mountain Financial Adviosrs is a d/b/a of St. Germain 
Investment Management serving the Berkshires and beyond.

Portfolio Management ▪ Financial Planning ▪ Trust & Banking Services*

Whether it’s retirement, selling a business 
or leaving a legacy, knowing how and 

when to arrive at your goal is important.
We realize this, which is why having shared 
values can give you confidence and peace of 
mind in these uncertain times.
Have a conversation with Gary Schiff, 
managing director, and the team at October 
Mountain Financial Advisors.

*Trust and Banking Services provided by Lee Bank.

SHARED VALUES

www.BerkshireCommercialProperties.com

Leader in Commercial/Industrial 
Sales and Leases 

in Berkshire County

COMMERCIAL SALES & LEASES
BUSINESS BROKERAGE SERVICES

INVESTMENT PROPERTIES

35 Railroad Street • Gt. Barrington, MA

Rich Aldrich
rich.aldrich01238@gmail.com
413-243-1739

Prime commercial real estate 3-building campus
6 Renfrew St., Adams, MA 01220

For Sale: $1,000,000

16.2-acre subdivisible lot
East Dugway Rd., Lenox, MA 01240

For Sale: $405,000

Multi-purpose building for sale or lease
15 Printworks Dr., Adams MA 01220

For Sale: $1,575,000

Camp Mohawk
350 Old Cheshire Rd., Lanesborough, MA 01237

For Sale: $4,900,000

Prime downtown Great Barrington location
306-310 Main St., Great Barrington 01230

For Sale: $1,975,000

6,000 SF Modern Warehouse Space
50 Downing II, Pittsfi eld MA 01201

For Lease: $10.50/SF
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continued from page 15
Moore said that Simopoulos had shared 

her frustrations about the town’s role during 
conversations they had prior to her purchase 
of the theater. She said she also spoke with 
town offi cials to understand their perspective. 
She noted that both the situation and players 
are different at this time, and she described 
her relationship with town offi cials as being 
very positive.

“I have not asked for anything from the 
town, but they have made their own efforts 
to be helpful in these fi rst few months since 
I bought the theater,” she said.

On Aug. 21 Moore is slated to hold a pub-
lic open house at the theater in conjunction 
with the town’s all-day festival to celebrate 
Adams native and feminist pioneer Susan 
B. Anthony.

“We want to show the community what 
that space can potentially become,” she said.

Preliminary work
The Adams Theater was built in 1937 to 

replace a previous theater which had burned 
down. The property extends along Park Street 
and down one side of Armory Court, a paved 
public space for social activities.

It operated as a movie house until the 
mid-1960s when it closed. Since then, two 
storefront spaces on Park Street have housed 
various businesses, including a Subway 
franchise shop, but the 8,000-square-foot 
auditorium in the rear has been basically 
unused.

Moore said she has initially focused on 
arranging fi nancing, developing a business 
plan, evaluating the specifi c physical re-
quirements, and exploring the needs of the 
community to determine the ultimate design 
and operations.

She is pursuing the Adams Theater proj-
ect (888-401-5022 or adamstheater.org) as 
a community-oriented for-profi t business 
venture, although she may consider other 
organizational structures in the future.

Moore noted that while she is cur-
rently handling the theater’s outreach and 
preparations for programming herself, 
she intends to eventually hand over its 
creative and administrative functions to a 
professional staff.

“I’m starting the process and setting up 
possible collaborations, and I can work 
with the curation of events in the beginning 
stages,” she said. “But I’m trained to be a 
space maker, and my expertise is not in cre-
ative programming or arts management. So, 
my goal is to hire professional management 
to handle that.”

Moore is working with several profes-
sional colleagues on the project’s design and 
development, including Aishwarya Sarvade, 
Kira Horie, Wilson Harkhono and Elena 
Hasbun. The architect of record is Bruce 
Hake of Hake-Westall Design Group.

She is also being assisted by a team 
of business advisors, 
including Elisabeth 
Goodman, partner at 
Cain Hibbard & My-
ers; David Bissaillon, 
president and owner 
of Smith Bros-McAn-
drews Insurance Agen-
cy; and Keith Girouard, 
senior advisor and di-
rector of the Berkshire regional offi ce of the 
Massachusetts Small Business Development 
Center Network.

She also has been surveying the commu-
nity, area cultural organizations and other 

potential users for input that will help to 
determine the theater’s physical design, as 
well as its operations and programing.

She acknowledges the challenges of the 
undertaking, while emphasizing that she is 
proceeding carefully. “With a project like 
this, fl exibility is important to accommodate 

any uncertainties that 
arise,” she said.

Moore said the phys-
ical restoration project 
has several phases. 
Initial preparation has 
been underway this 
summer.

“We’ve been clean-
ing up and examining 

the interior and exterior more closely to 
determine exactly what’s needed,” she said. 
“The fi rst phase is to update the basic design 
and upgrade the building to qualify for a 
certifi cate of occupancy.”

Moore estimated that the budget for the 
fi rst phase of the project will be about $1.2 
million. She said she has arranged for com-
mercial fi nancing through Berkshire Bank to 
cover a portion of the cost of initial renovation 
work, with the balance of the budget being 
covered by personal funds.

“I hope to be able to put out a bid for con-
tractors in the fall, begin construction by the 
end of the year, and have the fi rst phase ready 
to open by next summer’s season,” she said.

Among the tasks in the fi rst phase will 
be to design and remodel the auditorium, 
install an HVAC system, insulation and fi re 
sprinklers, and add new public bathrooms 
for the theater.

In the front section, Moore plans to recon-
fi gure the former Topia Cafe and the former 
Subway sandwich shop into a lobby that 
features a series of connected spaces with 
various sizes and fl exible programs, which 
can be implemented in phases.

“The former Subway storefront will serve 
as the main entrance to the theater, featuring 
a new bar/cafe,” she said. “The street front 
of the former Topia Cafe will be converted 

into a community room that can also sup-
port theater functions such as ticketing and 
coat check.”

The back of the former Topia Cafe will be 
converted into a storage area and, ultimately, 
a commercial kitchen.

Moore noted that timing of the full buildout 
of the cafe and kitchen will depend on the 
budget status as work on the fi rst phase pro-
gresses. “It may be something that will have 
to be fi nished later on if funds are needed for 
work on the theater itself,” she said.

She added that the design features an 
875-square-foot vestibule that can not only 
be used as an entrance hall to the auditorium, 
but also as a secondary performance space 
or gallery space.

The facade will also be redesigned to en-
hance the theater’s presence and the visual 
vibrancy of downtown. She has developed 
several variations of a proposed basic style. 
One element will be a space that the website 
describes as “a canvas for re-imagination. 
Each year, we will invite artists and design-
ers to submit their proposals to ‘intervene’ 
on the existing facade.”

Input on design
Moore has been reaching out to regional 

cultural institutions and organizations who 
might use the theater as a supplemental 
space for activities, as well as smaller 
cultural groups and creative entrepreneurs 
such as musicians, comedians, dancers and 
fi lmmakers.

“I’ve been meeting with many groups and 
people to fi nd out how they might want to use 
the theater, and what they would need to stage 
concerts and productions here,” she said.

For example, on July 29 she hosted a 
workshop in the cafe space for theater con-
sultants and performing arts professionals 
to get their input on various fl oor-plan op-
tions for the auditorium. These range from 
a more traditional layout with a fi xed stage, 
permanent seats and a raked (angled) fl oor to 
a more minimal “black box” design, with a 
fl at fl oor, and the fl exibility to confi gure the 

COVERstory

“I hope to be able to put out 
a bid for contractors in the 
fall, begin construction by 

the end of the year, and have 
the fi rst phase ready to open 
by next summer’s season.”

The current confi guration of the theater space has a sloped fl oor and small stage to the front. Plans call for the fl oor to be leveled, with two tiers and moveable seat-
ing for greater fl exibility in the types of performances it can accommodate, including having a deeper stage to the rear of the space (see illustration on page 21).

CAN HELP WITH THIS AND SO MUCH MORE

1berkshire.com | 413.499.1600 | berkshires.org



17SEPTEMBER 2021  BERKSHIRE TRADE & COMMERCE

performance space and seating for the specifi c 
characteristics of individual performers and 
productions.

Based on input from the workshop, as well 
as her own research 
into other performance 
venues, Moore said 
they envision the au-
ditorium as a fl exible 
space that can present a 
variety of art forms and 
with multi-directional 
seating possibilities.

“We took into con-
sideration the existing 
condition of the raked fl oor and designed a 
two-tiered leveled fl oor that can comfortably 
seat 300 people,” she said.

In this design, each tier of the fl oor can 
be used for different purposes. For example, 

the raised tier to the rear could be used as an 
alternate stage for performances requiring 
more stage depth. Seating on the lower tier 
could then be reversed to face the upper tier 

stage (see illustration 
on page 21).  

In terms of program-
ming, Moore said there 
are many possibilities 
as a venue for concerts, 
theatrical productions, 
fi lms and other events.

“The opportunities 
for creative collabora-
tions are endless,” she 

said. “There is potential synergy with the 
creative community throughout the county, 
as well as leveraging the constant infl ux of 
visiting artists.”

continued on page 21

Rendering of one of the basic design options being considered for the building’s facade. To enhance the 
theater’s presence and the visual vibrancy of downtown, the facade itself may also be used as a “canvas for 
re-imagination” with artists being invited to submit proposals for new artwork displays each year.

“The opportunities for cre-
ative collaborations are end-

less. There is potential synergy 
with the creative community 

throughout the county, as well 
as leveraging the constant 
infl ux of visiting artists.”
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BY JOHN TOWNES
The development of a multi-use resort at 

the 1,063-acre Greylock Glen property in 
Adams has crossed an important threshold 
for the decades-old concept.

On May 12, the town was notifi ed that 
the administration of Gov. Charlie Baker 
had released $6.5 million to fund the con-
struction of the Greylock Glen Outdoor 
Center at the base of the site. The facility 
will serve as an entry point for the overall 
property, with a welcome center and site 
for environmental education.

The state funding is signifi cant to the 
overall progress of the Greylock Glen Re-
sort on both symbolic and practical levels, 
according to Adams Town Administrator 
Jay Green.

“This means we’re done talking about it 
and are now actually executing the town’s 
master plan for Greylock Glen,“ he said. 
“It’s a visible sign of progress that will also 

enhance our ability to attract private devel-
opment for the other phases of the resort.”

With the funds available, the town is 
reviewing bids for construction of the 
Outdoor Center, which could begin as 
soon as early fall, with completion and 
opening slated for autumn 2022. It will 

also be reviewing proposals from potential 
operators of the facility’s amenities and 
educational programs.

This also allows the town to proceed to 
the next phases of its master plan for the 
Greylock Glen Resort. The town, which is 
the developer of record for the resort, is di-

GREYLOCK GLEN

With $6.5 million 
grant, project at 
long last moves 
into action phase

Site master plan for the Greylock Glen development in Adams. Earlier this year the state released $6.5 
million in funding earmarked for construction of the Greylock Glen Outdoor Center (shown at left lower 
corner above and in more detail on opposite page). Other components of the plan, such as the Thunder-
bolt Lodge and Conference Center, will be based on private development, in partnership with the town.

DEVELOPment

“You are by far the most proactive, 

hands-on financial advisor I have  

ever had. I should refer to you as my 

wealth developer rather than financial 

advisor. It is no wonder to me that  

BMM is Best in the Berkshires!”  

Michael Forte

This is a testimonial of Berkshire 
Money Management (BMM) by a client 
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for this testimonial.
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161 Main Street, Dalton, MA 01226 • 322 Main Street, Great Barrington, MA 01230 

Recognitions or awards should not be construed as an endorsement or a recommendation 
to retain BMM by the ranking entity or any regulatory authority.  Any rankings or awards 
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rectly responsible for building and managing 
the Outdoor Center. Other elements of the 
resort will be based on private development, 
in partnership with the town.

Located about a mile from downtown 
Adams and adjoining the Mount Greylock 
State Reservation, the site encompasses 
woodlands, rolling open fields, ponds, moun-
tains streams and a waterfall. It is already 
laced with trails used by hikers, naturalists, 
skiers, snowshoers, mountain bikers and 
snowmobiles.

Greylock Glen (greylockglenresort.com) 
is envisioned as fulfilling the goals of eco-
nomic development by attracting visitors and 
related businesses to Adams and the northern 
Berkshires for outdoor recreation, while also 
emphasizing environmental conservation and 
sustainability.

The overall plan is to develop portions of 
a defined 56-acre section of Greylock Glen 
for a mix of lodging, recreation, education 
and cultural activities for both visitors and 
residents. The other 1,000-plus acres will 
remain undeveloped and will be managed 
by the state Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR).

Green noted that the Outdoor Center is 
the most public element of the resort as a 
gateway to the overall site.

The 9,800-square-foot building will serve 
as a base for visitors to Greylock Glen, with 
maps and other informational displays. It 
will feature a large open lounge with a stone 
fireplace. The facility will also include a four-
season cafe and lounge and a patio. There will 
also be a retail and rental shop with skis and 
other outdoor equipment and gear. There will 
be parking and other outdoor landscaping.

The Outdoor Center will also serve as an 
educational center with classrooms, exhibits, 
and other facilities for classes, lectures, films 
and activities oriented to environmental 
education and the natural world.

“Building the Outdoor Center has been a 
priority,” said Green. “It’s the most egalitarian 
aspect of Greylock Glen because it is open to 

anyone who comes, whether they are simply 
visiting the base or are coming to hike or 
engage in other activities.”

Construction of the Outdoor Center is also 
expected to attract the private developers 
that will be the basis for the other elements 
of the resort, added Donna Cesan, the town’s 
former director of community development, 
who has been instrumental in moving the 
project forward over the years.

“In the past we’ve put out trial balloons 

for private developers,” said Cesan, who is 
retired from her former position but is con-
tinuing to work on the project. “There was 
interest by developers, but they wanted to 
see the public aspects done first. That’s one 
reason this is so important.”

State Rep. John Barrett III (D-First Dis-
trict) also sees the Outdoor Center as a vital 
step for the project, as well as a boost to the 
local and regional economy. He compared 
Greylock Glen to the development of the 

Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary 
Art (MASS MoCA) in North Adams, which 
opened in 1999 after a long and complex 
period of planning and preparation.

“Greylock Glen has the potential to stimu-
late the economy of Adams and the northern 
Berkshires in a way that is similar to MASS 
MoCA,” said Barrett, who was a leader in the 
museum’s development when he was mayor 
of North Adams.

continued on next page

The Greylock Glen Outdoor Center will serve as a base for visitors to the 1,063-acre site. “Building the Outdoor Center has been a priority,” says Adams Town 
Administrator Jay Green. “It’s a visible sign of progress that will also enhance our ability to attract private development for the other phases of the resort.”
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continued from page 19 
The underlying challenge is also similar, 

he added. “It’s difficult to get private sec-
tor development investment in northern 
Berkshire County without state support,” 
said Barrett. “With Mass MoCA, the initial 
challenge was convincing state officials that 
the arts and culture was a worthwhile public 
investment as an economic stimulus here. 
With Greylock Glen, it took time to persuade 
them that outdoor recreation can also be a 
driver of economic development.”

Barrett said it required a lot of nego-
tiation. “In my campaign for the state 
legislature four years ago, I said that my 
number-one goal was to finally get this 
done,” he said. “I had a number of discus-
sions with Governor Baker, and he was 
eventually convinced. Since then, he has 
emphasized that he and his administration 
are fully committed to this.”

Barrett said that the priority now is to at-
tract the associated private investment for the 
overall project. “Gaining this state support 
and funding was the first challenge,” he said. 
“That created the foundation. Now, it’s up 
to the town to build on that.”

Right balance
The basic goal of utilizing the natural 

assets of Greylock Glen for outdoor recre-
ation and other activities as an economic 
stimulus has been a constant throughout 
the project’s history.

However, finding the right balance of those 
interests has been a long and difficult process. 
Over the years, previous plans for Greylock 
Glen have failed to materialize because 
of financial problems, controversies over 
environmental issues, and other obstacles.

The current version, which has gained 
widespread support, is the result of exten-
sive efforts over the years to reconcile these 
interests and goals.

“The project has been informed by the 
times,” said Cesan. “In the 1960s, the em-
phasis was totally on aspects like ski lifts 
and other uses. But, over time, people also 
realized that this is a special place, and that 
it is vital to protect it. There is also much 
more understanding and support for the idea 
of environmental sustainability.”

Efforts to develop resort and recreational 

More recently the project encountered 
another obstacle.

“By 2019, we had completed the final 
design and were ready to move forward with 
the development of the master plan, and put it 
out for bids,” said Cesan. “However, the CO-
VID pandemic forced a delay of progress.”

The recent state grant for the Outdoor 
Center was the boost needed to move the 
project forward.

Development sequence
Despite all of the issues and controversies, 

Greylock Glen has continued to be a popular 
destination for short walks, longer hikes, 
cross-country skiing and basic sightseeing 
and relaxation on an informal basis, as well 
as being a site for some public events.

Green noted that other less visible aspects 
of the plan have already 
been put into place. 
“The DNR and other 
groups have established 
and maintained trails, 

for example,” he said. “Those improvements 
will continue as the project moves forward.”

Other work was done to maintain the site 
and prepare for eventual development, such 
as installation of a basic water infrastructure.

The preliminary work of environmental 
reviews and permitting was also undertaken.

“The sites for the individual developments 
are as shovel ready as possible,” Green said. 
“Everything has been permitted for the stated 
uses and basic design, with the exception of 
some specifics. As a result, most of the soft 
costs required to begin projects have already 
been covered.”

In addition to the Outdoor Center, other de-
velopment will be undertaken in phases. The 
exact timetable will depend on the response 
from developers to requests for proposals. 
The sequence will also be determined by 
the order in which individual elements at-
tract developers.

“We’d prefer if it could all be done simulta-
neously, but we’ve been determined to make 
sure it’s done right,” said Green. “We can’t 
commit to a specific timetable for overall 
completion. But we expect that receiving 
the grant to build the Outdoor Center will 
greatly shorten the timeline.”

The project’s master plan includes the 

preferred guidelines and characteristics of 
each facility, although the town is flexible 
on the details.

For example, said Green, the plan for the 
Thunderbolt Lodge and Conference Center 
calls for it to be built in the style of the rustic 
lodges that were built in public parks in the 
early 20th century.

“However, we’ll work with developers to 
enable them to design and build it in a way 
that meets their requirements and contem-
porary needs,” he said.

To be located in the northeast section of 
the development area, the Thunderbolt Lodge 
and Conference Center is envisioned as a 
full-service quality lodging and meeting facil-
ity with up to 170 guest rooms in a campus 
setting. It will also include state-of-the-art 
conference facilities, and amenities such as 
an indoor pool and fitness center.

Another aspect of the resort, The Camp-
ground at Greylock Glen, is expected to in-
clude 140 sites in well-screened and wooded 
locations on either side of Gould Road. It will 
accommodate a range of camping options, 
such as traditional tent sites with picnic tables 
and fire pits/grills to rustic cabins for “glamp-
ing”, and some larger RV sites. It will include 
amenities such as bathhouses with showers, 
a camp store, play areas for children, and a 
swimming pool. The campground will be 
in two sections, with one for mid-intensity 
uses, and another for more basic forms of 
low-impact camping.

The proposed Performing Arts Amphithe-
ater will be positioned against the existing 
slope of the northern section of the develop-
ment area, largely hidden from view. It is 
intended to include 2,500 seats for concerts, 
lectures, plays and other performances.

“That opens up possibilities for partner-
ships with existing organizations like MASS 
MoCA, Tanglewood and other groups,” 
noted Green.

He and Cesan emphasized that the town 
does not see Greylock Glen in a vacuum, in 
terms of economic development and the local 
quality of life. They say it will provide an 
additional attraction and local resource that 
enhances the existing natural and cultural 
qualities of the town and the region.

“It’s definitely important, but we realize 
that it’s not a silver bullet,” said Green. “It 
connects Adams with the other outdoor at-
tractions in the area. We’ve also been working 
hard on the other elements that make Adams 
attractive as a place to visit and live, such as 
the quality of downtown. It all is connected.”u

facilities at Greylock Glen, which was once 
owned by farmers, first emerged in the 1940s 
with a proposal to build a tramway and ski 
area there.

The state authorized a Mount Greylock 
Tramway Authority in 1953. The plan grew 
to include residential development, a shop-
ping center and other facilities. However, it 
failed due to lack of investment, suspicions 
about the plan, and opposition to the scale. 
The state abolished the authority in 1968.

Another iteration emerged in the 1970s, 
with a development company’s plan for a 
ski area, golf course, hotel and related fa-
cilities there. While some of these facilities 
were partially built, the project encountered 
financial and environmental problems. After a 
proposal to build a casino there was rejected 
in 1981, the project was abandoned.

The state acquired 
the property in 1985 
and placed it under the 
authority of the Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Management (DEM), with a stated goal of 
developing its recreational potential to aid 
the northern Berkshire economy.

The first proposal, by the Heritage Devel-
opment Group of Connecticut, was a $220 
million resort with a 180-room inn, a 25-acre 
constructed lake, an 18-hole golf course, 
and a New England-style village with 300 
residences. However, that became contro-
versial between proponents of the concept 
and environmental organizations and others 
who felt its scale and uses were incompatible 
with the site. It ultimately never materialized.

Another ambitious proposal was blocked 
by then Gov. Jane Swift in 2001 due to 
financial issues and the possibility of legal 
challenges by a coalition of environmental 
organizations.

The overall goal and approach for the site 
was changed. In 2004 the town was named 
as the designated developer.

Since then, the specifics of the plan were 
developed by the town in collaboration 
with residents, environmental and business 
interests, and other stakeholders.

Although the project had a lower profile, 
work behind the scenes was ongoing to 
maintain and develop trails and install infra-
structure for eventual development.
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Theater restoration
continued from page 17

An updated floor plan for the Adams Theater shows  
the main auditorium configured for 305 seats. The 
existing mezzanine level would be renovated for 
storage in a later phase. The streetfront spaces are 
reconfigured into a main entrance that includes a 
community room, cafe/bar and storage space that 
would later become a commercial kitchen. An exist-
ing vestibule would become a flexible space for use 
as a gallery or smaller performances.

The illustration below shows three ways the audi-
torium floor could be configured for different uses. 
This flexibility will allow the facility to meet the needs 
of a much wider range of productions, performances 
and events than a conventional fixed floor plan.

The theater could be the primary venue 
for events, as well as augmenting those in 
other sections of the Berkshires.

“For example, if a musician from the 
outside comes to the area for a concert in 
south county, they could also schedule an-
other one here for the northern Berkshires 
while they’re here,” she said. “Regional 
organizations could also use it to expand 
their presence here.”

The venue will also be available for other 
community events or meetings.

While the emphasis will be on live events, 
she added, the theater can also be used for 
film showings.

Moore said that once the basics of the 
theater have been completed, she may pursue 
renovation of other sections of the building 
for added functionality in subsequent phases.

This could include restoring an existing 
mezzanine level to make it accessible for a 
projection booth, storage, and certain back-
stage purposes.

She noted that, because the theater was 
designed specifically as a movie house, it 
does not have the space and infrastructure 
situated around the stage area itself to sup- port complex productions, provide dressing 

rooms and meet other backstage needs. Fu-
ture renovations may address some of these 
shortcomings.

From finance to architecture
Moore is a native of Shanghai, China, who 

came to the United States in the 1990s to study 
architecture. Her career subsequently took 
a detour after receiving a bachelor’s degree 
from Hamilton College in central New York, 
where she studied a combination of arts and 
finance courses.

She went to work in the financial sector 
for about 12 years, in positions including 
as an associate and director at firms such as 
UBS and Credit Suisse.

“I went to Wall Street knowing that I still 
wanted to switch to architecture at some 
point,” she said. “When I was in my thirties 
I decided I was ready to make the change.”

Moore enrolled in the Harvard University 
Graduate School of Design in 2015, and 
received a master’s degree in architecture in 
2019. She said that her interest in architecture 
focuses on the creative design and develop-
ment of spaces that have positive community 
impacts, including cultural venues.

“One benefit of my previous career was 
that it gave me expertise in business planning 
and the financial side, which is important in 
the type of development projects I want to 
pursue,” she noted.

Moore came to North Adams in 2019 to 
work as an architectural consultant with 
Thomas Krens and his effort to build a model 
railroading museum in that city.

She commuted from her home in New York 
to North Adams. Then, during the COVID 
pandemic, Moore and her husband, their two 
children and her parents took up temporary 
residence here. They have since returned to 

their primary home in New York, from where 
she commutes weekly.

Moore noted that her experience during 
the pandemic helped lead her to the Adams 
Theater.

“When I first started working for Thomas 
Krens, I would get in my car in New York and 
drive directly to North Adams without stop-
ping,” she said. “So, I wasn’t really familiar 
with the rest of Berkshire County. Then, when 
we stayed here during COVID, I did more 
exploring of the county and realized what 
a diverse and vibrant place it is. I began to 
look for a project that I might pursue here, 
and the Adams Theater perfectly mirrored 
my goals.”u
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Berkshire County real estate transfersREAL estate
The following real Estate 
transactions are provided by 
Banker & Tradesman Real 
Estate Data Publishing. Only 
properties valued at $75,000 
or higher are included.

ADAMS
Beecher St.
Buyer: Joshua Atwell +
Seller: Winthrop Gutmann +
Price: $280,000
Date: 6/30/21

13 Bieniek Ave.
Buyer: Kyle Bromley +
Seller: Christine Tietgens +
Price: $140,000
Mortgage: $112,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/17/21

46 E Jordan St.
Buyer: Brianna Wandrei
Seller: Lefebvre Jeffrey Est +
Price: $175,000
Mortgage: $157,500
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/8/21

313 East Rd.
Buyer: Megan Bantle
Seller: Carrie Burnett
Price: $212,000
Mortgage: $100,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 6/8/21

20 Elm St.
Buyer: Lindsay Grimes
Seller: Justin Kaczowski
Price: $130,000
Mortgage: $127,645
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/30/21

20 Forest Park Ave.
Buyer: Ginger Meetze +
Seller: Michael Guerino +
Price: $187,000
Mortgage: $149,600
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/4/21

4 Glendale Dr.
Buyer: Timothy Vaughn +
Seller: Mary Norton
Price: $220,000
Date: 6/4/21

9 Hoosac St.
Buyer: Taylor Harding +
Seller: Jessica Stansfield
Price: $181,000
Mortgage: $175,570
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/18/21

173 Howland Ave.
Buyer: LC Square 
Holdings LLC
Seller: Eurovia Atlantic Coast
Price: $75,000
Date: 6/11/21

48 Meadow St.
Buyer: Sean Fisher
Seller: Thomas Wotkowicz +
Price: $218,000
Date: 6/18/21

6 Quaker St.
Buyer: Joshua Atwell +
Seller: Winthrop Gutmann +
Price: $280,000
Mortgage: $266,000

Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/30/21

21 Richmond St.
Buyer: Richard Barlow +
Seller: Russell Duval +
Price: $195,501
Mortgage: $156,400
Lender: Berkshire Bank
Date: 6/21/21

1 Simon Ave.
Buyer: Christina Engwer
Seller: Lucas Shatford +
Price: $237,500
Mortgage: $163,125
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/10/21

19 West Rd.
Buyer: James Sweener
Seller: James Guerin +
Price: $195,000
Mortgage: $185,250
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/7/21

1 Winter St.
Buyer: Thomas Abate
Seller: Bruce Ronan
Price: $335,000
Mortgage: $240,000
Lender: MountainOne
Date: 6/25/21

ALFORD
144 Green River Rd.
Buyer: Joe Edwards T +
Seller: Naomi & Ronals 
Blumenthal
Price: $799,000
Mortgage: $548,000
Lender: LoanDepot.com
Date: 6/30/21

65 N Egremont Rd.
Buyer: Scott Rubin
Seller: Gerald Axel +
Price: $650,000
Date: 6/14/21

BECKET
1442 Bancroft Rd.
Buyer: Kevin Jennings +
Seller: David Wachter
Price: $465,000
Mortgage: $358,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/14/21

38 Black Arrow Way
Buyer: Kimberly Logan
Seller: Litke John Est +
Price: $290,000
Mortgage: $230,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 6/22/21

105 County Rd.
Buyer: Dennis Laflamme +
Seller: Jonathan Ferrin
Price: $245,000
Date: 6/15/21

1437 Fred Snow Rd.
Buyer: Ellyn Ihrig
Seller: Michael Jan Zieky LT +
Price: $425,000
Date: 6/3/21

Leonhardt Rd.
Buyer: Amy Perlmutter
Seller: Patrick Macdonald +
Price: $75,000

Date: 6/29/21

CHESHIRE
168 Church St.
Buyer: Tyler Lancia
Seller: Mark Lancia +
Price: $190,000
Mortgage: $180,367
Lender: Quicken Loan
Date: 6/25/21

DALTON
127 Ashuelot St.
Buyer: Christopher 
Oconnor +
Seller: Wayne Galletly +
Price: $195,000
Mortgage: $156,000
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/7/21

92 Central Ave.
Buyer: Michael Graeff +
Seller: James Lennon +
Price: $100,000
Mortgage: $100,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/25/21

31 Edgemere Rd.
Buyer: Kristina Ahearn
Seller: Daniel Mack
Price: $188,000
Mortgage: $178,600
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/21/21

18 Elaine Ave.
Buyer: Lisa Cook
Seller: Donna Sinopoli
Price: $210,000
Mortgage: $199,500
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/28/21

68 Falls Brook Ter.
Buyer: Todd Burner
Seller: John Stoklosa +
Price: $705,000
Mortgage: $548,000
Lender: Guaranteed Rate
Date: 6/25/21

52 Glennon Ave.
Buyer: Colin Tierney +
Seller: Pierre Goyette Jr
Price: $301,000
Mortgage: $270,900
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/18/21

332 Hinsdale Rd.
Buyer: Matthew Goddard +
Seller: David Demary
Price: $280,000
Mortgage: $286,440
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/30/21

65 Lake St.
Buyer: William Defino
Seller: Albin Rothermel
Price: $168,000
Mortgage: $164,957
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/28/21

932 Main St.
Buyer: Megan Andrews
Seller: Brian Gordon +
Price: $164,000
Mortgage: $131,200
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/30/21

64 Marcella Way
Buyer: Scott Beaulac +
Seller: Edward Pezze 3rd +
Price: $315,000
Mortgage: $252,000
Lender: Quicken Loan
Date: 6/29/21

142 N Mountain Rd.
Buyer: Robert Bassman +
Seller: Jeffrey Baumes +
Price: $599,500
Date: 6/28/21

103 North St.
Buyer: Daniel Loehr +
Seller: Denise Staubach
Price: $160,000
Mortgage: $161,616
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/28/21

59 Orchard Rd.
Buyer: Richard Derose
Seller: Kurtis Allain +
Price: $330,000
Mortgage: $264,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/24/21

183 Park Ave.
Buyer: Anthony Barone +
Seller: Marie White-Small +
Price: $230,000
Mortgage: $184,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/16/21

999 South St.
Buyer: Edilizon Monteiro
Seller: Paul Ketchum
Price: $180,000
Mortgage: $174,600
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/4/21

36 Woodside Ave.
Buyer: Heather Luciani +
Seller: Megan Andrews
Price: $240,000
Mortgage: $216,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/10/21

488 E Housatonic St. U:13
Buyer: Gary Grower
Seller: Richard Obrien +
Price: $150,000
Mortgage: $120,000
Lender: Polish Natl CU
Date: 6/28/21

EGREMONT
58-N Baldwin Hill Rd.
Buyer: Russell Becker +
Seller: Weigle FT +
Price: $855,000
Date: 6/11/21

27 Townhouse Hill Rd.
Buyer: Stewart Bartner +
Seller: Enid Spira
Price: $1,550,000
Mortgage: $700,000
Lender: Morgan Stanley
Date: 6/18/21

GREAT
BARRINGTON

Alford Rd.
Buyer: Matthew Skrypack +
Seller: Frederick 
Mccandless Jr
Price: $150,000

Mortgage: $473,000
Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 6/25/21

5 Brook Ln.
Buyer: Mitchell Leitz
Seller: Gary Leveille +
Price: $399,000
Mortgage: $319,000
Lender: Ross Mtg
Date: 6/18/21

99 Brush Hill Rd.
Buyer: Gregory Lipper +
Seller: William Copeland +
Price: $1,290,000
Mortgage: $548,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 6/1/21

16 Butternut Dr.
Buyer: Abiodun Tobun
Seller: Brown Rochelle Est +
Price: $80,000
Date: 6/25/21

166 Castle Hill Ave.
Buyer: Upper Land NT +
Seller: David Mcdonald +
Price: $670,000
Date: 6/9/21

12 Dehon Rd.
Buyer: Mauro Longoni +
Seller: Alexander Sohn
Price: $505,000
Mortgage: $404,000
Lender: Total Mtg
Date: 6/28/21

206 Highland St.
Buyer: Mark Rosengren
Seller: Mary Zelel
Price: $331,000
Date: 6/28/21

58 Hollenbeck Ave.
Buyer: Alexa Englander +
Seller: Sokolsky FT +
Price: $1,000,000
Mortgage: $750,000
Lender: Quicken Loan
Date: 6/4/21

16 Kalliste Hill
Buyer: Andrew Ariansen +
Seller: Well-Kamp 
Enterprises
Price: $130,000
Mortgage: $97,500
Lender: Salisbury B*T
Date: 6/30/21

27 Kirk St.
Buyer: Douglas Brown +
Seller: Wendy Scott
Price: $320,000
Mortgage: $300,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/21/21

14 Lake Ave.
Buyer: Kathleen Kelley
Seller: John Corcoran +
Price: $782,500
Date: 6/24/21

16 Lake Ave.
Buyer: Thomas 
Stockbridge +
Seller: Blackwater RT +
Price: $590,000
Mortgage: $531,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/17/21

Lake Buel Rd.
Buyer: Charles Harrison

Seller: Helga Shepard +
Price: $147,500
Date: 6/15/21

23 Lake Buel Rd.
Buyer: Patricia Azze +
Seller: William Swotes
Price: $385,000
Mortgage: $308,000
Lender: Cardinal Fncl
Date: 6/25/21

75 Lake Buel Rd.
Buyer: Mark Nathans +
Seller: Diane Kend +
Price: $849,000
Mortgage: $679,200
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/30/21

103 Lake Mansfield Rd.
Buyer: Carl Tan +
Seller: Bard College
Price: $549,000
Mortgage: $310,000
Lender: Webster Bank
Date: 6/8/21

1 Lewis Ave.
Buyer: Hugo Faria +
Seller: Ilana Siegal +
Price: $785,000
Date: 6/1/21

8 Locust St.
Buyer: Katherine Wallick
Seller: Pamela Dupuis +
Price: $381,500
Mortgage: $343,350
Lender: Total Mtg
Date: 6/21/21

Long Pond Rd.
Buyer: Berkshire Natural 
Resource
Seller: Long Pond Road 
NT +
Price: $1,600,000
Date: 6/30/21

851 Main St.
Buyer: Lewpeta West Prop 
LLC
Seller: Lido Property LLC
Price: $265,000
Mortgage: $172,250
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 6/30/21

1078 Main St.
Buyer: Smith 2019 FT +
Seller: Howard Jacobs +
Price: $720,000
Mortgage: $504,000
Lender: Total Mtg
Date: 6/14/21

21 Manville St.
Buyer: Elizabeth Balter +
Seller: 26 Manville LLC
Price: $585,000
Date: 6/11/21

24 Manville St.
Buyer: William Zox +
Seller: Donald Willis Jr +
Price: $399,000
Mortgage: $319,200
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/10/21

295 N Plain Rd.
Buyer: David Mcdonald +
Seller: Ethan Flynn +
Price: $515,910
Mortgage: $400,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 6/29/21

286 Park St. N
Buyer: 285 Park LLC
Seller: Kevin Charlton
Price: $249,900
Date: 6/2/21

208 Pleasant St.
Buyer: Benjamin Elliot +
Seller: Susan Hawkins +
Price: $339,000
Mortgage: $271,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/14/21

25 Pope St.
Buyer: Blackwater Rt +
Seller: Raul Escobar Jr
Price: $120,000
Date: 6/3/21

Route 23
Buyer: Berkshire Natural 
Resource
Seller: Edwin Eisen +
Price: $79,000
Date: 6/16/21

250 State Rd.
Buyer: Carol Mead RET +
Seller: Muller FT +
Price: $300,000
Date: 6/30/21

325 State Rd.
Buyer: Joseph Brackett +
Seller: Bernoi FT 2011 +
Price: $499,197
Mortgage: $5127,168
Lender: Draper & Kramer
Date: 6/4/21

228, 230 Stockbridge Rd.
Buyer: 650 Aaron 
Management Inc
Seller: CMB Stockbridge 
Road LLC
Price: $1,825,000
Mortgage: $1,000,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 6//21

7 Cone Ave. U:C
Buyer: Mary Plummer
Seller: Kimberly Logan
Price: $250,200
Mortgage: $195,156
Lender: Bay Equity
Date: 6/22/21

Copper Beech Ln. U:12
Buyer: Linda Hensel
Seller: 12 Copper Beech 
Lane RT +
Price: $610,000
Mortgage: $475,000
Lender: Amerisave
Date: 6/25/21

HANCOCK
73 Lebanon Mountain Rd.
Buyer: Carl Olson
Seller: Keith Olson
Price: $90,000
Mortgage: $72,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/22/21

Whitman Rd.
Buyer: Kelly Eng +
Seller: Eric Reinhard +
Price: $75,000
Date: 6/3/21

Whitman Rd.
Buyer: Steven Aguiar +
Seller: Eric Reinhard +

Price: $130,000
Date: 6/3/21

Whitman Rd.
Buyer: Manuel Aguiar +
Seller: Eric Reinhard +
Price: $120,000
Date: 6/3/21

Mountainside Dr. U:9044
Buyer: Pamela Macbrayne T +
Seller: Jorge Gomez +
Price: $350,000
Date: 6/30/21

Mountainside Dr. U:9061
Buyer: Robert Stiers +
Seller: Charles Trifiro +
Price: $385.000
Mortgage: $346,500
Lender: Fairway Ind Mtg
Date: 6/4/21

Mountainside Dr. U:9124
Buyer: David Varacchi +
Seller: Israel Wachs +
Price: $300,000
Mortgage: $240,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/1/21

HINSDALE
866 E Washington Rd.
Buyer: Meghan Driscoll
Seller: Todd Driscoll Rlty 
LLC
Price: $300,000
Mortgage: $240,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/18/21

48 Jordan Ave.
Buyer: Eric Carlson
Seller: Daniel Robins
Price: $80,000
Mortgage: $80,000
Lender: Berkshire Bank
Date: 6/10/21

LANESBORO
100 Balance Rock Rd.
Buyer: Richard Jones Jr
Seller: Geraldine Higgins +
Price: $110,000
Date: 6/28/21

144 Balance Rock Rd.
Buyer: Luke Lane +
Seller: Frank Ostrander
Price: $188,600
Mortgage: $179,170
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/15/21

61 Greylock Estates Rd.
Buyer: Charles Hobby +
Seller: Ryan Mccasland +
Price: $395,000
Mortgage: $316,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 6/30/21

18 Gulf Rd.
Buyer: Anthony 
Choknowski
Seller: Choknowski Edwin 
Est +
Price: $109,000
Date: 6/24/21

214 Summer St.
Buyer: Jason Carchedi
Seller: Marc Strout +

continued on next page
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REAL estate
continued from page 23

Price: $250,000
Mortgage: $228,937
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/18/21

LEE
81 Chanterwood Rd.
Buyer: Harold 
Koenigsberg +
Seller: Janet Mann
Price: $620,000
Mortgage: $488,000
Lender: Total Mtg
Date: 6/21/21

25 Cone Ave.
Buyer: Sandra Arias-Torres
Seller: Andrew Minkler +
Price: $282,000
Mortgage: $253,800
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/21/21

290 E Center St.
Buyer: Ashley Alter
Seller: Ryan Macdowell +
Price: $350,000
Mortgage: $315,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 6/23/21

35 Limestone
Buyer: Grodeuce LLC
Seller: Lee CDC
Price: $110,000
Date: 6/30/21

45 Limestone
Buyer: Grodeuce LLC
Seller: Lee CDC
Price: $110,000
Date: 6/30/21

300 Mandalay Rd.
Buyer: Michael Singer +
Seller: Bradley Devos +
Price: $394,000
Mortgage: $250,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/21/21

100 Marble St.
Buyer: Richard Shields
Seller: JBL NT +
Price: $450,000
Date: 6/4/21

2 Park St.
Buyer: 2 Park Street NT +
Seller: Stratton Marita Est +
Price: $558,000
Date: 6/25/21

1520 Pleasant St.
Buyer: Oona Sellew +
Seller: James Hunt +
Price: $292,000
Mortgage: $277,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 6/16/21

187 Washington Mountain
Buyer: Matthew Curley +
Seller: Austin Consolati +
Price: $284,900
Mortgage: $227,920
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/4/21

LENOX
29 Church St.
Buyer: North Sandy Brook 
LLC
Seller: Robert Romeo
Price: $1,250,000
Date: 6/1/21

12 E New Lenox Rd.
Buyer: Xiaoxiao Overton +
Seller: Gary Blazejewski +
Price: $365,000
Mortgage: $292,000
Lender: Guaranteed Rate
Date: 6/17/21

10 Hynes St.
Buyer: Lenox Afford 
Hsng T +
Seller: Blackwater RT +
Price: $279,150
Mortgage: $628,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 6/8/21

11 Hynes St.
Buyer: Maya Baron
Seller: Blackwater RT +
Price: $155,000
Mortgage: $124,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/9/21

Laurel Lake Rd.
Buyer: Neubie Springs LLC
Seller: Richard Celli +
Price: $100,000
Date: 6/18/21

16 Old Barn Rd.
Buyer: Kieran Osullivan +
Seller: Andrew Dremak

Price: $770,000
Mortgage: $366,000
Lender: Guaranteed Rate
Date: 6/30/21

82 Old Stockbridge Rd.
Buyer: Ellen Marshall
Seller: Trager Rlty 
Advisors LLC
Price: $551,000
Date: 6/11/21

75 Taconic Ave.
Buyer: John Simons +
Seller: Andrea Pignatelli-
Simons +
Price: $380,000
Mortgage: $525,000
Lender: Pittsfi eld Coop
Date: 6/4/21

14 Tucker St.
Buyer: Nina Wishengrad +
Seller: Stephen Marceau
Price: $329,900
Mortgage: $259,900
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/25/21

501 Walker St.
Buyer: Henry Fulford
Seller: Walton Wilson +
Price: $499,000
Date: 6/24/21

140 West St.
Buyer: Bassameir Edathol +
Seller: Michael Zamboni
Price: $420,000
Mortgage: $336,000
Lender: TD Bank
Date: 6/18/21

11 Westminster Rd.
Buyer: Neral Maxymillian
Seller: Robert Zuber +
Price: $797,500
Mortgage: $400,000
Lender: Amerisave
Date: 6/18/21

30 Westminster Rd.
Buyer: Glenda Bowen +
Seller: Ian Roberts +
Price: $626,000
Mortgage: $548,250
Lender: Total Mtg
Date: 6/16/21

165 Kemble St. U:2
Buyer: Chandrika Tandon
Seller: CR Lenox 
Residences LLC
Price: $1,100,000
Date: 6/28/21

1 Morgan Manor U:11
Buyer: Steven Gilhooley +
Seller: Eileen Crist Patzig 
T +
Price: $225,000
Mortgage: $175,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/30/21

260 Pittsfi eld Rd. U:A18
Buyer: Alexey Shiskov +
Seller: Robert Roethenmund
Price: $111,000
Date: 6/30/21

260 Pittsfi eld Rd. U:C1
Buyer: John Roethal +
Seller: Arthur Blum +
Price: $121,000
Date: 6/30/21

MONTEREY
60 Hupi Woods Cir.
Buyer: Mellissa Ouellette
Seller: Steven Hillenius +
Price: $675,000
Mortgage: $540,000
Lender: United Nations FCU
Date: 6/10/21

427 Main Rd.
Buyer: Christopher Tryon +
Seller: Linda Thorpe
Price: $130,000
Date: 6/11/21

614 Main Rd.
Buyer: Marija Willen
Seller: Christopher Tryon
Price: $570,000
Date: 6/11/21

30 Prescott Ln.
Buyer: Darren Marino +
Seller: Shawn Coyne +
Price: $710,000
Date: 6/3/21

Sandisfi eld Rd.
Buyer: Michael Fuchs +
Seller: Amidon FT +
Price: $255,000
Date: 6/18/21

6 West Rd.
Buyer: Barrett Nicol
Seller: Beth Dalessio
Price: $399,000
Date: 6/17/21

NEW
MARLBORO

Great Barrington Rd.
Buyer: Charles Harrison
Seller: Helga Shepard +
Price: $147,500
Mortgage: $118,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/15/21

1574 Hartsville New
Buyer: Korey Leonard +
Seller: Werner Kunz-Cho +
Price: $440,000
Mortgage: $352,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/4/21

393 Knight Rd.
Buyer: Richard Storrow +
Seller: Daniel Medwed +
Price: $775,000
Mortgage: $620,000
Lender: Total Mtg
Date: 6/29/21

Old North Rd.
Buyer: William Nolan +
Seller: Sarah Robinson +
Price: $81,000
Date: 6/24/21

Sandy Brook Tpke.
Buyer: Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts
Seller: Berkshire Natural 
Resources
Price: $550,000
Date: 6/29/21

NORTH ADAMS
31 Blackinton St.
Buyer: Belvedere Dev Co
Seller: George Wondoloski
Price: $135,000
Mortgage: $108,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/28/21

73 Chase Ave.
Buyer: Joshua Capelle
Seller: Robert Dollinger
Price: $75,000
Date: 6/30/21

429 Curran Hwy.
Buyer: Obilio Rodriguez Jr
Seller: Ernies Auto Sales Inc
Price: $120,000
Mortgage: $120,000
Lender: Seller
Date: 6/10/21

36 D St.
Buyer: Joanne Barker
Seller: Nicholas Disanti
Price: $118,000
Date: 6/9/21

19 E Quincy St.
Buyer: John Gathright +
Seller: DSM Properties LLC
Price: $353,000
Mortgage: $190,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/3/21

28-30 Frederick St.
Buyer: Beau Barela +
Seller: Jodi Joseph
Price: $162,000
Mortgage: $128,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/18/21

14-16 Hall St.
Buyer: New North Adams 
LLC
Seller: Francis Flaherty
Price: $125,000
Date: 6/30/21

41 Johnson St.
Buyer: Mckenzie Hebert
Seller: Christopher Jacques +
Price: $150,000
Mortgage: $142,500
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 6/16/21

1231 Massachusetts Ave.
Buyer: Theresa Yuan
Seller: Miguel Gutierrez +
Price: $210,000
Date: 6/3/21

39-53 Montana St.
Buyer: CR Rental LLC
Seller: Paul & Ann 
Gorghan RET +
Price: $860,000
Mortgage: $860,000
Lender: Robert Gorghan
Date: 6/8/21

522 Union St.
Buyer: Zusamenn LLC
Seller: Richard Sheehan Jr +
Price: $98,230
Date: 6/4/21

409 Walker St.
Buyer: Adam Galambos +

Seller: Susan Sucharzewski +
Price: $210,000
Mortgage: $153,500
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/22/21

Taft St. U:33
Buyer: Sharon Wong +
Seller: Charles Swabey +
Price: $204,500
Date: 6/28/21

OTIS
698 Algerie Rd.
Buyer: Theodore Rosenthal +
Seller: Mark Johnke +
Price: $1,250,000
Date: 6/4/21

453 Ed Jones Rd.
Buyer: Peter Rawson +
Seller: Dennis Fortino +
Price: $560,000
Mortgage: $160,000
Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 6/1/21

14 Highland Way
Buyer: Jeffrey Long +
Seller: Kenneth Johnson +
Price: $245,000
Date: 6/14/21

14 Highland Way
Buyer: Jeffrey Long +
Seller: Kenneth Johnson +
Price: $245,000
Date: 6/11/21

1872 N Main Rd.
Buyer: Aaron Stewart
Seller: Shannon Gonska
Price: $155,000
Mortgage: $138,725
Lender: Trustco
Date: 6/4/21

11 Old Pease Rd.
Buyer: Susan Lindquist FT +
Seller: NMY Management
Price: $2,750,000
Date: 6/4/21

317 Pine Rd.
Buyer: Richard Plasse Jr +
Seller: H & Valerie Dulude 
RT +
Price: $989,000
Date: 6/23/21

131 Pond Blvd.
Buyer: Robert Coco +
Seller: Lewis Myles-Kurtz +
Price: $1,190,000
Mortgage: $892,500
Lender: Total Mtg
Date: 6/28/21

Route 8
Buyer: Francoise Mccoy
Seller: LA Tillotson Mgmt T +
Price: $79,000
Date: 6/24/21

PITTSFIELD
100 2nd St.
Buyer: James Boyd
Seller: Berk Neighborhood 
Dev Partners 
Price: $84,900
Mortgage: $68,900
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/4/21

175 2nd St.
Buyer: Greg Alexander Sr
Seller: Wolfgang Bach +
Price: $205,000
Mortgage: $194,750
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/7/21

214 2nd St.
Buyer: Mariana Santos
Seller: Thomas Shepard 
RET +
Price: $137,000
Date: 6/1/21

37 Adam St.
Buyer: Jean-Claude 
Laframboise +
Seller: Rita Laframboise
Price: $130,000
Mortgage: $115,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/29/21

21 Alexander Ter.
Buyer: Whitney Smith
Seller: Marcia Greenleaf
Price: $310,000
Mortgage: $200,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/7/21

43 Allendale Rd.
Buyer: James Coppola +
Seller: Caitlyn Jamula
Price: $240,000
Mortgage: $235,653
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/8/21

66 Auburn St.
Buyer: Ian Roberts +
Seller: Doris Eramo
Price: $300,000
Date: 6/16/21

31 Austin Ave.
Buyer: Brian Beckett +
Seller: Michael Finneran
Price: $266,000
Mortgage: $252,700
Lender: Union Home
Date: 6/21/21

52 Bishop Pkwy.
Buyer: Joey Santos
Seller: Bixler Bruce Est +
Price: $327,000
Mortgage: $310,650
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/1/21

15 Boylston St.
Buyer: Voor Fish LLC
Seller: Morton NT +
Price: $127,000
Date: 6/11/21

86 Broadview Ter.
Buyer: Adam Hugabone
Seller: Glenn Grillon
Price: $156,400
Mortgage: $153,567
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/11/21

23 Bromback St.
Buyer: June Bromback +
Seller: Kelly Holmes
Price: $207,000
Mortgage: $196,400
Lender: New Fed Mtg
Date: 6/14/21

150 Bryan St.
Buyer: Judith Gagnon
Seller: Charles Thompson +
Price: $185,000
Mortgage: $148,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/30/21

93 Cambridge Ave.
Buyer: Steven Andrews +
Seller: Yassine Benis +
Price: $120,000
Mortgage: $63,500
Lender: EEM Holdings
Date: 6/3/21

35 Chapman Rd.
Buyer: 1029 HR LLC
Seller: Richard Gile
Price: $350,000
Mortgage: $150,000
Lender: Pittsfi eld Coop
Date: 6/30/21

31 Chatham St.
Buyer: Alan Brown +
Seller: Julia Sitko
Price: $190,000
Mortgage: $152,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/1/21

335 Cheshire Rd.
Buyer: Hitan Patel +
Seller: Mitchell Gladu +
Price: $240,000
Mortgage: $156,000
Lender: Berkshire Bank
Date: 6/18/21

444 Cheshire Rd.
Buyer: Colleen Guerra +
Seller: Stephen Odell +
Price: $342,000
Mortgage: $342,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/2/21

33 Connecticut Ave.
Buyer: Ellies Holdings LLC
Seller: HSBC Bank USA NA
Price: $117,101
Mortgage: $140,700
Lender: Lending Hm Fund
Date: 6/30/21

15 Courtland Pl.
Buyer: Tikki Stracuzzi
Seller: J&Marion Grant RET +
Price: $115,000
Mortgage: $103,500
Lender: Home Point
Date: 6/8/21

1 Cragie Ave.
Buyer: Tarah Warner
Seller: Angela Killela
Price: $185,000
Mortgage: $148,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/4/21

301 Dalton Ave.
Buyer: Lussier Realty LLC
Seller: 301 Dalton Avenue 
LLC
Price: $140,000
Mortgage: $112,000
Lender: Pittsfi eld Coop
Date: 6/30/21

495 Dalton Ave.
Buyer: KO Resources LLC

Seller: Carousel Rlty Corp
Price: $2,580,000
Mortgage: $1,200,000
Lender: Carousel Realty
Date: 6/8/21

40 Darlene Ave.
Buyer: Kelly Holmes +
Seller: Peter Economys
Price: $341,000
Mortgage: $272,800
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/14/21

262 Dawes Ave.
Buyer: 219 WMR LLC
Seller: Janet Johnson
Price: $225,000
Date: 6/15/21

135 Dewey Ave.
Buyer: Maria Rodriguez
Seller: Kenneth Duncan
Price: $149,000
Mortgage: $146,301
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/17/21

39 Dexter St.
Buyer: William Lavigne +
Seller: Seth Allshouse
Price: $237,600
Date: 6/30/21

25 Dodge Ave.
Buyer: Joshua Yerkes +
Seller: Daniel Martin +
Price: $355,000
Mortgage: $313,000
Lender: JPMorgan Chase
Date: 6/25/21

45 Downing Pkwy.
Buyer: 140 Lburg LLC
Seller: Rufo Industries Inc
Price: $2,500,000
Date: 6/30/21

159 E New Lenox Rd.
Buyer: Deborah Levesque +
Seller: Kathleen Roop
Price: $265,000
Mortgage: $212,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/4/21

363 E New Lenox Rd.
Buyer: Timothy Obrien
Seller: Nicholas Mears +
Price: $256,000
Mortgage: $156,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/24/21

1315 East St.
Buyer: Hibrid LLC
Seller: Louis Costi +
Price: $350,000
Mortgage: $150,000
Lender: Louis Costi
Date: 6/24/21

21 Edward Ave.
Buyer: Carmen Rodriguez +
Seller: Patricia Walker
Price: $210,000
Mortgage: $164,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/11/21

63 Egremont Ave.
Buyer: Jack Elliott
Seller: Katielynn Hoffman
Price: $200,000
Mortgage: $190,000
Lender: Guaranteed Rate
Date: 6/9/21

131 Elaine Dr.
Buyer: Paul Dalton +
Seller: Joseph Buffi s +
Price: $539.000
Mortgage: $431,200
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/23/21

295 Elm St.
Buyer: Ellies Holdings LLC
Seller: Sherri Payette +
Price: $89,000
Mortgage: $101,475
Lender: Pittsfi eld Coop
Date: 6/10/21

57 Emerson Ave.
Buyer: Laura Evans +
Seller: Christopher Wall +
Price: $275,000
Mortgage: $220,000
Lender: JPMorgan Chase
Date: 6/24/21

90 Exeter Ave.
Buyer: Zachary Nislick
Seller: Robert Amarin
Price: $215,000
Date: 6/1/21

34 Fasce Pl.
Buyer: Teylor Berry
Seller: Joseph Sondrini +
Price: $200,000
Mortgage: $194,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/11/21

13 Frederick St.

Buyer: Joel Bergeland +
Seller: Braden Rice +
Price: $249,900
Mortgage: $139,900
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/3/21

18 Glenwood Ave.
Buyer: Gianokakis LLC
Seller: Merle Varney +
Price: $115,000
Date: 6/29/21

36 Highland Ave.
Buyer: Daniel Lausier +
Seller: 36 Highland 
Avenue NT +
Price: $180,000
Mortgage: $130,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/22/21

133 Holmes Rd.
Buyer: Gail Belmuth
Seller: Michael Faucher +
Price: $430,000
Date: 6/24/21

178 Holmes Rd.
Buyer: Craig Nance +
Seller: Brian Wojieck +
Price: $239,000
Mortgage: $187,100
Lender: MountainOne
Date: 6/28/21

172 Karen Dr.
Buyer: Paul Proshan +
Seller: Lee Albert +
Price: $400,000
Date: 6/17/21

41 Lakeway Dr.
Buyer: Sarah Phykitt +
Seller: Patricia Boroniec +
Price: $200,000
Date: 6/2/21

34 Leona Dr.
Buyer: Joseph Buffi s +
Seller: Michael Merriam
Price: $325,000
Mortgage: $75,000
Lender: Mutual of Omaha
Date: 6/23/21

Lillybrook Rd. Lot 18
Buyer: Lois George LT +
Seller: May Brook Dev Corp
Price: $85,000
Date: 6/3/21

32 Linn St.
Buyer: Athena Degregoria +
Seller: Murphy Alan Est +
Price: $220,000
Date: 6/30/21

71 Maplewood Ave.
Buyer: Daniel Fedullo +
Seller: Hope Sullivan
Price: $150,000
Mortgage: $130,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/24/21

50 Marlboro Dr.
Buyer: Paul Ketchum +
Seller: Timothy Koch
Price: $288,750
Mortgage: $252,000
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/21/21

164 Melbourne Rd.
Buyer: Robert Maltempo
Seller: Joel Miller
Price: $109,900
Date: 6/23/21

15 Morningview Dr.
Buyer: Alexander Posch +
Seller: David Yaffe
Price: $246,900
Mortgage: $197,520
Lender: Northpoint Mtg
Date: 6/11/21

81 Northumberland Rd.
Buyer: Carrie Christensen
Seller: Robert Giuliani +
Price: $365,000
Mortgage: $292,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/30/21

82 Oak Hill Rd.
Buyer: Maryjane 
Mccormick
Seller: Luzis William Est +
Price: $378,000
Mortgage: $206,400
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/30/21

3 Onota Ln.
Buyer: Dylan Sondrini
Seller: Nathan Sondrini +
Price: $120,000
Mortgage: $116,400
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/29/21

119 Parker St.
Buyer: Margaret Ewing-
Lloyd
Seller: Nathan Sondrini +

Price: $215,000
Mortgage: $161,250
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/11/21

123 Parker St.
Buyer: Margaret Ewing-
Lloyd
Seller: Nathan Sondrini +
Price: $120,000
Mortgage: $90,000
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/11/21

746 Pecks Rd.
Buyer: Equity T Co
Seller: Wells Fargo
Price: $153,500
Date: 6/30/21

133 Pine Grove Dr.
Buyer: Lucinene Costa-
Pereira
Seller: Monica Mccauley
Price: $267,500
Mortgage: $259,538
Lender: Newrez LLC
Date: 6/25/21

27 Plinn St.
Buyer: Jason Rudd
Seller: Schultheis G Est +
Price: $224,000
Mortgage: $174,000
Lender: Berkshire Bank
Date: 6/30/21

19 Preston Ave.
Buyer: Melissa Odell
Seller: Pamela Walak +
Price: $220,000
Mortgage: $176,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/2/21

19 Richmond Ave.
Buyer: Future Lifestyle 
Invs LLC
Seller: C&P Realty LLC
Price: $125,000
Mortgage: $100,000
Lender: Nelson Martins
Date: 6/4/21

23 Richmond Ave.
Buyer: Future Lifestyles 
Invs LLC
Seller: C&P Realty LLC
Price: $122,500
Mortgage: $100,000
Lender: Nelson Martins
Date: 6/4/21

95 Ridgeway Ave.
Buyer: Robert Tharion
Seller: Brent Boos
Price: $207,900
Date: 6/21/21

9-11 S Atlantic Ave.
Buyer: South Atlantic LLC
Seller: Kriti LLC
Price: $886,000
Mortgage: $856,000
Lender: Harold Grinspoon
Date: 6/23/21

22 S Atlantic Ave.
Buyer: T&D Rental Prop Inc
Seller: Joseph Santos +
Price: $140,000
Mortgage: $98,000
Lender: NBT Bank
Date: 6/9/21

117 Seymour St.
Buyer: MKR 42 LLC
Seller: Michelle Kruger +
Price: $167,500
Date: 6/23/21

56 Spadina Pkwy.
Buyer: Victoria Saltzman +
Seller: David Boyce +
Price: $375,000
Mortgage: $355,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/28/21

210 Springside Ave.
Buyer: Margaret Ewing-
Lloyd
Seller: Nathan Sondrini +
Price: $192,500
Mortgage: $144,375
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/14/21

216 Springside Ave.
Buyer: Margaret Ewing-
Lloyd
Seller: Nathan Sondrini +
Price: $177,500
Mortgage: $133,125
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 6/11/21

12 State St.
Buyer: Wilmington Svgs 
Fund Soc
Seller: Ellen Meunier +
Price: $101,000
Date: 6/10/21

348 Tamarack Rd.
Buyer: Blue Chair 
Properties LLC

Buying or
selling we offer
a team to trust

Call Today (413) 528-4423

Jim’s Lawn Care
Call now to arrange for FALL CLEAN UP services

Lawn Mowing & Fertilizer Treatment ★ Garden Care & Maintenance 
Brush Cutting ★ Chain Saw Work ★ Pruning ★ Hedge Trimming

Mulching ★ Rototilling ★ Painting ★ Fencing ★ Junk Removal

413-464-0373
(Leave Message)Free Estimates                                                             Firewood for Sale
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Berkshire County real estate transfers

Seller: Sherry Roberts NT +
Price: $1,100,000
Date: 6/10/21

14 Taylor St.
Buyer: Thomas Tyning
Seller: Lucille St James
Price: $145,000
Mortgage: $116,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/11/21

970 W Housatonic St.
Buyer: Ruby View Mgmt
Seller: Shree 
Swaminarayan Inc
Price: $290,000
Date: 6/18/21

1605 W Housatonic St.
Buyer: Jacob Driscoll
Seller: Todd Driscoll Rlty 
Price: $200,000
Mortgage: $168,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/18/21

12 Walden Ln.
Buyer: Mustafa Safi ia +
Seller: Sheila Gershoff
Price: $249,900
Mortgage: $242,403
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/4/21

30 Warwick St.
Buyer: Denise Roszkowski 
T +
Seller: Rosemary Hall RET +
Price: $445,000
Date: 6/10/21

629 West St.
Buyer: Don Sedberry
Seller: Jean Fitzsimmons
Price: $280,000
Mortgage: $272,600
Lender: Movement Mtg
Date: 6/21/21

25 Wllis St.
Buyer: Jeremiah Ames +
Seller: Loal Ames
Price: $160,000
Mortgage: $124,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 6/7/21

58 Woodleigh Rd.
Buyer: Matthew Rajotte
Seller: Charles Zuber +
Price: $234,900
Mortgage: $230,643
Lender: Homestead Fund
Date: 6/4/21

Churchill Crst. U:48
Buyer: John Kennedy +
Seller: Cawley Dorothy Est +
Price: $179,900
Mortgage: $124,900
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/18/21

610 Churchill St. U:5
Buyer: Glenn Ryan 
Weinstein RET +
Seller: Onota Lake Front 
Prop LLC
Price: $1,310,000
Date: 6/1/21

RICHMOND
73 Rossiter Rd.
Buyer: Stuart Kaplan +
Seller: Reynolds David Est +
Price: $405,000
Mortgage: $304,000
Lender: AB
Date: 6/18/21

2755 State Rd.
Buyer: Syed Quaseem
Seller: Craig Gordnier +
Price: $290,000
Mortgage: $275,000
Lender: UIF Corp
Date: 6/15/21

Stevens Glen Rd.
Buyer: John Goscha
Seller: Leigh Merlini
Price: $310,000
Date: 6/10/21

150 Turkey Trot Rd.
Buyer: Bertram Horowitz +
Seller: Richard Seeley
Price: $655,000
Date: 6/30/21

271 View Dr.
Buyer: Joel Huntington +
Seller: Andrew Hochberg +
Price: $605,000
Mortgage: $484,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/25/21

SANDISFIELD
365 Deer Run
Buyer: Andrzej Oledznki +
Seller: Deborah Harris
Price: $425,000
Date: 6/11/21

14 Highland Way
Buyer: Jeffrey Long +
Seller: Kenneth Johnson +
Price: $245,000
Date: 6/14/21

Norfolk Rd.
Buyer: Franklin Woods 
Inv LLC
Seller: Ronald Durning Jr +
Price: $240,000
Date: 6/1/21

Norfolk Rd.
Buyer: South Sandisfi eld 
LLC
Seller: Franklin Woods 

Invs LLC
Price: $265,000
Date: 6/14/21

236 Sandisfi eld Rd.
Buyer: Deutsche Bk Natl T
Seller: Kenneth Pratt +
Price: $166,778
Date: 6/17/21

Sandy Brook Tpke.
Buyer: Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts
Seller: Berkshire Natural 
Resources
Price: $550,000
Date: 6/29/21

3 Norfolk Rd. U:1
Buyer: Ronald Baker +
Seller: Franklin Woods 
Invs LLC
Price: $99,800
Date: 6/15/21

3 Norfolk Rd. U:2
Buyer: Ronald Baker +
Seller: Franklin Woods 
Invs LLC
Price: $99,800
Date: 6/15/21

SHEFFIELD
450 Alum Hill
Buyer: Michelle Bachetti +
Seller: Emily Davis
Price: $340,000
Mortgage: $306,000
Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 6/1/21

1151 Ashley Falls Rd.
Buyer: Carol Wachs +
Seller: Bloodworth Pamela 
Est +
Price: $430,000
Date: 6/25/21

368 Bow Wow Rd.
Buyer: Madelaine Berg 
RET +
Seller: Marilyn Wightman 
RET +
Price: $636,000
Date: 6/4/21

710 Bow Wow Rd.
Buyer: Michael Edwards +
Seller: Stewart Bartner +
Price: $799,000
Mortgage: $599,250
Lender: Guaranteed Rate
Date: 6/18/21

Cann Claytown Rd.
Buyer: Monica Zinke
Seller: Scott Simonds +
Price: $325,000
Date: 6/7/21

70 Hewins St.
Buyer: William Grella +
Seller: David Blanchard
Price: $756,000
Date: 6/9/21

121 Hickey Hill Rd.
Buyer: Jeffrey Whitston +
Seller: Jennifer Sexton +
Price: $1,090,000
Date: 6/15/21

24 Maple Ave.
Buyer: Brigid Oreillly
Seller: Gay Tucker RET +
Price: $510,000
Mortgage: $459,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/29/21

522 Rote Hill Rd.
Buyer: Tracy Seckler
Seller: Simon Baigelman +
Price: $841,700
Date: 6/28/21

48 School St.
Buyer: Keslie Lewis
Seller: Deborah Cook
Price: $164,000
Date: 6/16/21

STOCKBRIDGE
3 Arthur Fiedler Ln.
Buyer: Blackwater Realty 
LLC
Seller: Edward Weisel +
Price: $380,000
Date: 6/30/21

2 Brookside Ln.
Buyer: Audrey Prashker 
RET +
Seller: Gerald Goldberg +
Price: $1,215,000
Mortgage: $965,000
Lender: JPMorgan Chase
Date: 6/23/21

8 Castle Hill Rd.
Buyer: Erik Carlsen +
Seller: Arlin Wasserman +
Price: $775,000
Date: 6/1/21

38 Church St.
Buyer: William Sheridan 
3rd +
Seller: Jennifer Lindsay
Price: $750,000
Mortgage: $400,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 6/14/21

94 E Main St.
Buyer: Kimberly Towey +
Seller: Leonard Snyderman
Price: $150,000
Date: 6/15/21

9 Mahkeenac Heights Rd.
Buyer: Baruch Sachs +
Seller: Petote Maison LLC

Price: $360,100
Mortgage: $288,050
Lender: HarborOne
Date: 6/17/21

11 Mahkeenac Heights Rd.
Buyer: Mark Mccormick-
Goodhart
Seller: 11 Mahkeenac 
Heights LLC
Price: $381,000
Mortgage: $313,200
Lender: Quicken Loan
Date: 6/1/21

17 Mahkeenac Trail
Buyer: David Epstein +
Seller: Weston Hicks +
Price: $3,600,000
Mortgage: $2,000,000
Lender: Wells Fargo
Date: 6/18/21

Old Tree Farm Rd.
Buyer: Jeffrey Minkler
Seller: Terry Chamberlain +
Price: $220,000
Date: 6/8/21

Stone Ridge Rd.
Buyer: Allison Salke 2012 
RET +
Seller: Stone Ridge Assoc 
LLC
Price: $395,000
Date: 6/17/21

200 Old Stockbridge Rd. U:V2
Buyer: William Brauninger +
Seller: Stanley Reber +
Price: $630,000
Date: 6/30/21

WASHINGTON
190 Frost Rd.
Buyer: John Fish +
Seller: Cadman Joan Est +
Price: $292,000
Mortgage: $230,000
Lender: AC
Date: 6/30/21

316 Johnson Hill Rd.
Buyer: Andrew Burt +
Seller: Lawrence Casella +
Price: $475,000
Mortgage: $200,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/10/21

14 Nocher Rd.
Buyer: John Mcelwain +
Seller: Ellies Holdings LLC
Price: $234,900
Date: 6/1/21

160 Upper Valley Rd.
Buyer: Nicholas Dargi +
Seller: Michael Dargi +
Price: $316,000
Mortgage: $286,500
Lender: Amerisave
Date: 6/28/21

WEST
STOCKBRIDGE

43 Albany Rd.
Buyer: 43 Albany Road LLC
Seller: Caroline Weisberger
Price: $400,000

Mortgage: $320,000
Lender: Pittsfi eld Coop
Date: 6/10/21

286 Great Barrington Rd.
Buyer: Heirtloom Lodge LLC
Seller: Sling LLC
Price: $800,000
Date: 6/10/21

7 Long Pond Rd.
Buyer: Steven Lozyniak +
Seller: Sandra Kleiner +
Price: $320,000
Date: 6/16/21

WILLIAMSTOWN
30 Cold Spring Rd.
Buyer: William Olney +
Seller: Matthew Sheehy +
Price: $575,000
Mortgage: $300,000
Lender: Guaranteed Rate
Date: 6/30/21

61 Henderson Rd.
Buyer: Stella Giannaris
Seller: Andreas 
Karampatsos +
Price: $200,000
Mortgage: $160,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/18/21

86 Linden St.
Buyer: Nicole Brown +
Seller: Karen Swann
Price: $390,000
Mortgage: $290,000
Lender: MountainOne
Date: 6/2/21

17 May St.
Buyer: Theodore Sullivan
Seller: Diana Daniels
Price: $340,000
Date: 6/11/21

942 N Hoosac Rd.
Buyer: Donald Goodrich
Seller: Kenneth Mcalpine +
Price: $238,000
Mortgage: $190,400
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/8/21

Petersburg Rd. Lot 1
Buyer: Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts
Seller: Janice Cook +
Price: $398,000
Date: 6/29/21

Stone Hill Rd.
Buyer: Michael Ehlers +
Seller: K Kay Corkins 
2013 RET +
Price: $515,000
Date: 6/2/21

380 Stratton Rd.
Buyer: Ian Nixon +
Seller: Steven Green +
Price: $530,000
Mortgage: $503,000
Lender: Fairway Ind Mtg
Date: 6/2/21

25 Sunset Dr.
Buyer: Brian Seirup +
Seller: Annaly Babb-
Guerra +

Price: $315,000
Mortgage: $252,000
Lender: Sofi  Lending
Date: 6/17/21

7 Sycamore Ln.
Buyer: Matthew Smith +
Seller: Ronald Goss +
Price: $299,900
Mortgage: $269,910
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/9/21

159 Water St.
Buyer: Michael Soldato +
Seller: Moresi Com Invs LLC
Price: $200,000
Date: 6/10/21

315 White Oaks Rd.
Buyer: William Jannen +
Seller: Brownie & Blue NT +
Price: $738,000
Mortgage: $538,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 6/23/21

537 White Oaks Rd.
Buyer: Gabriel Perez +
Seller: RC & LA Anderson 
RET +

Price: $517,500
Mortgage: $414,000
Lender: Paramount
Date: 6/25/21

125 Park St. U:4
Buyer: Williams College
Seller: Beating to 
Windward LLC
Price: $207,500
Date: 6/30/21

189 Stratton Rd. U:E4
Buyer: Brett Vadnais
Seller: David Andreatta +
Price: $147,000
Mortgage: $132,300
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/28/21

WINDSOR
27 Thistle Path
Buyer: Judith Locke +
Seller: Raymond Goldsteen +
Price: $329,000
Mortgage: $263,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 6/23/21                 

 u
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BY JOHN TOWNES
When asked to describe the role of Sus-

taine Inc. in today’s complex energy sector, 
co-founder Malcolm Smith had a succinct 
response.

“We live in an exciting time when clean 
energy has become cheaper and more effi cient 
than fossil fuels,” he said. “You can actually 
save money by shifting to those sources – if 
you can fi gure it all out.”

Smith explained that Sustaine, which is 
based at 63 Spring St. in Williamstown, pro-
vides the expertise to enable businesses and 
institutions to locate and identify renewable 
solutions for electricity and other energy that 
will both lower their costs and reduce their 
“carbon footprint” and other environmental 
impacts associated with the use of fossil fuels.

Over time, he said, renewable energy 
sources, such as solar and wind power and 
cogeneration, have evolved from being 
alternatives that were environmentally ben-
efi cial but signifi cantly more expensive and 
cumbersome to implement.

Now, renewable and sustainable energy 
has become more economical and practical 
as a result of public policy, government and 
utility incentive programs and increased 
market demand. This has also been stimulated 
by advances in technology, energy-effi cient 
conservation measures, and sustainable 
construction methods and materials.

However, locating these sources and solu-
tions, and understanding how they can be used 
on an ongoing basis, is still challenging and 
diffi cult for non-experts, according to Smith.

“There are many choices that are cheaper 
but they can also be more complicated,” 
he said.

He said Sustaine’s primary market includes 
medium and small businesses and institu-
tions whose annual energy costs are below 
$500,000 and above $25,000.

“Large corporations are able to hire full-
time staff to manage their energy usage and 
identify and develop detailed energy plans 
and strategies to lower their costs,” Smith 
said. “However, other businesses don’t have 
those resources or the time to explore their 
options and fi gure what are the best payoffs, 
while also running their business.”

Detailed analysis of options
Sustaine has developed a software system 

that has a constantly updated database of 
available options, and the ability to analyze 

and recommend specifi c solutions and pro-
grams for individual commercial customers 
based on their usage patterns, the nature of 
their operations, and other factors.

“You send us a copy of a recent energy 
bill,” he said. “Our software analyzes your 
bill, simulates all your energy options and 
isolates the best ones. 
Then we’ll show you 
recommendations, and 
what each one will save 
you. If you choose spe-
cifi c approaches, we’ll 
help you with the ar-
rangements, including 
identifying providers, 
gathering competing 
bids, and setting it up.”

Often, he noted, there are a number of 
strategies that can be used, such as arranging 
billing programs with utilities based on the 
amount of solar power a facility generates, 
or by installing energy saving measures.

Sustaine will work with clients to develop 
short-term and longer-range plans.

“A customer might save 5 percent with 
one method, and another 3 percent by also 
doing something else, and so on,” Smith said. 
“They might save 15 percent by installing 
solar panels, and another 7 percent by using 

high-effi ciency LED lighting, for example. 
The customer can then decide what they want 
to do and when, based on their resources 
and priorities.”

He added that, while the basic principles 
of incentives and agreements are straightfor-
ward, the terms and specifi cs can be diffi cult 
to decipher. “The software has to analyze 
many factors,” he said. “In addition it has to 
capture confusing legal rules that are written 
by lawyers.”

Energy sector experience
Smith and co-founder Gary Fromer 

launched Sustaine about three years ago 
and are responsible for its operations and 
management.

The company has 12 investment partners, 
including Lever (a North Adams-based 
organization that sponsors a variety of 
programs to support the development of an 
entrepreneurial ecosystem in the Berkshires) 
and Mill Town Capital, (a Pittsfi eld-based 
impact investment fund focusing on ventures 
to improve the quality of life and economy 
of the region).

Both men have long been involved in the 
energy sector and sustainable systems.

Smith grew up in Oklahoma. He attended 
Williams College and then left this area 
before returning to the Berkshires in 2007 
to raise his family.

Smith’s expertise includes smart grid, 
automation and controls, demand response, 
and utility restructuring. He was previously 
CEO of DR2, a provider of energy solutions to 
consumers through digital communications. 

Prior to that, he built 
Xtend Energy before its 
acquisition by CPower 
in 2008. He was an 
executive at CPower, 
a provider of demand 
management services 
that was acquired by 
Constellation Energy 
in 2010.

“This is a culmina-
tion of what I‘ve learned over my career,” 
said Smith. “I’ve been in energy and software 
for about 30 years and have been thinking 
about this for all of that time.”

Fromer’s experience includes sustainabil-
ity, energy software-as-a-service, solar and 
distributed energy projects, and enterprise 
business software and services. Fromer, 
who lives in Pennsylvania, recently served 
as senior vice president at Constellation, 
responsible for on-site solar, cogeneration, 
battery storage and energy effi ciency. He 
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formerly was CEO at CPower, and also served 
as senior vice president at SAP. He is on the 
board of directors of CPower.

“About three years ago Gary and I real-
ized that renewable energy was about to get 
less expensive than fossil fuels, but it was 
diffi cult to match with the specifi c needs of 
customers,” said Smith. “So we developed 
this software.”

They also assembled a staff of six people, 
including digital marketers, sales and pro-
grammers. Janette Kessler of Williamstown, 
who was a co-founder of Xtend Energy, is 
the rules expert.

Changing trends
Smith said that in their energy analysis 

for clients, they also evaluate ways to save 
on traditional energy sources.

“We look at everything for where the sav-
ings are greatest,” he said. “That might also 
include fossil fuels. But today the primary 
sources of savings are with renewables.”

One change in renewable energy that has 
made it more practical has been a shift in the 
fi nancing of solar panels and other renewable 
installations.

In the past, the cost and fi nancing ar-
rangements for installations were based on a 
projected payoff period at some point in the 
future, when the initial cost of installation 
would start to be offset in energy savings.

Now, the structure of many financing 
packages makes it possible to achieve sav-
ings almost immediately.

“It used to be diffi cult to obtain fi nancing 
for solar installations,” Smith said. “But 
today there are some great sources of fi nanc-
ing and 90 percent of solutions require no 
money down.”

He noted that renewable sources, such 
as on-site solar generators, are becoming 
increasingly effective, and components such 
as storage batteries are becoming better able to 
provide power at times when the sun is not out.

However, the basic strategy continues to 
be oriented towards offsetting utility bills by 

generating supplemental power to sell back 
to the grid for offsets that reduce utility bills.

“It’s theoretically possible to become 
largely self-suffi cient rather than relying on 
the grid,” Smith said. “But at the present 
time it’s not commercially feasible for most 
businesses to do that, especially if it is an 
operation that uses a lot of power or oper-
ates at night. So, most savings continue to be 
based on fi nding ways to reduce the amount 
you use from the grid, and generating power 
to sell back to the utility.”

At the same time, he said, there are increas-
ing alternatives available.

“One important program that has been 
instituted in Massachusetts is community 
solar,” he said.

Community solar facilities are solar farms 
or arrays that produce energy for multiple 
customers. They’re often built by private 
companies, and members essentially buy 
the electricity they produce.

“Under community solar programs, when 
you make an agreement to buy a certain 
amount of your energy from one of these sup-
pliers, your utility bill is discounted, without 
your having to build your own,” he said.

Smith said they envision signifi cant growth 
due to these trends.

While Sustaine is largely oriented to serv-
ing a national market, Smith said their plan 
is to expand their operations here.

“We work in different locations,” he noted. 
“However, our goal is to establish an opera-
tions center in the northern Berkshires and 
train people for positions here as we grow.”

He added that their goal is to reach a staff 
level of about 20 people next year, driven by 
the company’s expanding client base.

While he did not want to give exact 
numbers, Smith said they have some local 
clients, including the Berkshire Innovation 
Center in Pittsfi eld.

“Our business plan is to be working for 
about 4,000 businesses as clients by 2025, 
which we estimate would also result in 276 
million tons of carbon reduction,” he said.u
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Help Wanted
When Tami decided to leave her job after 19 years to start a 
“non-traditional” staffing services agency in Pittsfield, she knew 

she needed help. After working with local agencies to create a plan, 
she contacted Jay Anderson, President and CEO at the Pittsfield 
Cooperative Bank, to help with the financing. Together, we created 

the tools to build TEC Staffing Services and a solid relationship.

“The Pittsfield Cooperative Bank made my dream come true. They believed in me and my business plan and gave  me the
chance of a lifetime. Pittsfield Cooperative practices what they preach by standing by local companies and making a 
difference in the community by providing the tools necessary to foster Berkshire County business growth.”

—Tamara E. Sime, Chief Executive Officer
TEC Staffing Services

Looking for help financing your dream? Choose the Pittsfield Cooperative Bank
for all your financial needs because together, we’re better.

We’ll work with you to get the job done, contact us today.

Berkshire Innovation Center • 45 Woodlawn Ave, Pittsfield, MA 01201 • (413) 347-4871 • tecstaffingservices.com

Matthew P. Lauro
Vice President | Commercial Banking

413-629-1644

Brad J. Felix
Vice President | Commercial Banking

413-629-1603

J. Jay Anderson
President and CEO

413-629-1601

Tami is especially proud of the 
“TEC-NewGens,” or new generation, 
an internship program she created 
to reach out to and support young 
people in the workforce.




