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The COVID pandemic has tested 
the ingenuity of many businesses 

and organizations.
As a nonprofit educational orga-

nization whose mission is to foster 
ingenuity and innovation among 
students, the Flying Cloud Institute 
in Great Barrington has needed to 
apply those same principles to its 
own operations and programs.

Among other disruptions sparked 
by the pandemic, schools and parents 
last year were struggling with the shift 
from classrooms to remote learning.

The staff of Flying Cloud and its 
community partners rose to that 
challenge with, well, flying colors, 
according to Maria Rundle, the orga-
nization’s executive director.

“Everyone pulled together and 
figured how to deliver our program-
ming on a safe basis within the re-
quirements of social distancing,” said 
Rundle. “So we were able to continue 
to operate almost uninterrupted. We 
even broadened our scope to meet 
additional needs.”
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‘Gramercy 3.0’ launches 
at Williamstown location

BY JOHN TOWNES
After a hiatus due to the COVID pandemic, 

chef/owner Alexander (Sandy) Smith has 
reopened the Gramercy Bistro in a new 
location at 16 Water St. in Williamstown.

The restaurant opened Oct. 21 in a build-
ing that had previously housed Casa Lina, 
Hops and Vines, and Mezze, among others.

While the site is a change, Gramercy Bistro 
is a familiar name in the northern Berkshires 
as a popular restaurant formerly based in 
North Adams.

“This is the third version of Gramercy 
Bistro,” said Smith, referring to the fact that 
this is the third location for the restaurant. 
“So, in a sense it’s Gramercy 3, or, as they 
say in the tech industry, Gramercy 3.0.”

Smith, who grew up in Williamstown, 
founded the original Gramercy Bistro in 
2001 at 24 Marshall St. in downtown North 
Adams. He relocated the restaurant in 2010 
to a nearby space in the Massachusetts Mu-
seum of Contemporary Art (MASS MoCA) 
complex. (For a while he also operated the 
Rub Bourbon and Barbecue restaurant in the 
Marshall Street site.)

He operated Gramercy Bistro at MASS 
MoCA until March 2020, when the state 
emergency order went into effect, and ordered 
the closure of in-person restaurant dining.

“When the world turned upside down 
and we had to close due to COVID, I did 
what many others did and hunkered down 
for a while,” said Smith. “Then, after about 
eight months, I decided to take a new path. I 
considered several sites, and this one seemed 
like the best option.”

Smith said he is maintaining the approach 
that he has taken with the previous versions of 
Gramercy Bistro. That includes an emphasis 
on farm-to-table sourcing of organic, farm-
raised food from independent producers, 
locally and abroad.

The menu features a mix of American 
and international infl uences. Entrees include 
Grilled Trout, Paella, Fusilli Primavera, Coq 
Au Vin, and Filet Mignon, among others. 
There is a Sunday Brunch menu that in-
cludes familiar brunch 
staples plus specialty 
items such as Rabbit 
Pot Pie and Sauteed 
Trout Meuniére.

As with the prior Gramercy Bistro, Smith 
said he will change the menu periodically, 
while retaining popular staples.

Smith noted that they serve a diverse 
selection. “We aim to offer whatever people 
are looking for, whether it’s a full meal or 
something lighter,” he said. 

He added that his approach is based 
on his training as a French chef, but he 
eschews labeling it as any particular form 
of cuisine.

“I apprenticed under a French chef who 
used to say that everyone is trying to rein-
vent the wheel,” he said. “He always told 

us that what’s most important is simply to 
concentrate on making good, quality food.”

Smith has about 25 employees, although 
he noted that like many other restaurants, 
he is currently having issues fi nding staff.

He is leasing the 
3 ,500- squa re - foo t 
building from Charles 
Fox. It has seating for 
about 80 people in-

doors, with an additional 25 seats in a 
courtyard outside.

Smith said he has updated the building’s 
infrastructure, including plumbing, electric 
and other systems. He also reconfi gured the 
bar and did extensive cleaning, painting and 
reappointing of the interior.

Gramercy Bistro (413-458-6222 or 
Gramercybistro.com) currently opens at 5 
p.m. Thursday through Monday for dinner. 
Smith expects to add Wednesdays to the 
schedule when he is able to staff the restau-
rant more fully. In addition, he plans to add 
lunch service after Memorial Day in 2022.◆

Gramercy Bistro has re-emerged from its COVID hiatus at a new location on Water Street in Williamstown.

“What’s most important is 
simply to concentrate on 

making good, quality food.”
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Contact Us: info@masshireberkshire.com / 413-442-7177
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New app provides guided 
tours of Artswalk events

BY JOHN TOWNES
The First Friday Artswalk in downtown 

Pittsfield has added a new dimension, with 
an app that presents a guided tour on mobile 
devices.

Established as a grassroots event in 2012, 
Artswalk features works by local visual art-
ists displayed at businesses and organizations 
in downtown Pittsfield. 
The event was orga-
nized with simultane-
ous opening receptions 
at the participating sites 
on the first Friday of 
the month, with the art 
remaining at the loca-
tions for the following 
month.

In October the full 
version of the new 
app, named Downtown 
Pittsfield, was intro-
duced for that month’s 
Artswalk. It is available 
for free download for 
the Apple or Android 
mobile operating sys-
tems at the Apple App 
Store and Google Play. 
(Search ‘Downtown 
Pittsfield” in the stores 
to locate it.)

Artswalk is managed 
by a volunteer-based 
committee under the 
leadership and fiscal 
sponsorship of the 
Downtown Pittsfield 
Cultural Association. 
The association is af-
filiated with Down-
town Pittsfield Inc., a 
nonprofit membership 
organization of prop-
erty owners, businesses, 
organizations and other 
supporters.

“We’re looking for ways to expand 
Artswalk and reach more people,” said 
Kimberly Gritman, coordinator for Artswalk 
and marketing coordinator for Downtown 
Pittsfield Inc. “With the popularity of mobile 
devices and apps, this was a logical step.”

Gritman said that they did a pilot app in 
July, using a free version of a white-label 
app format produced by Pocketsights Inc.

“They have a free and a paid version,” she 
noted. “The paid version has more features.” 
To purchase the paid version, they received 
a $10,000 grant from the Feigenbaum 
Foundation.

The app features a virtual tour with a map 
that has pins of the Artswalk sites. Visitors 
can start the tour at any point, and the app 
will lead them through each stop. The app 
also includes visual samples and statements 
by the individual artists whose works are 
showing at a location.

In addition to the 
Artswalk sites, the app 
also features instal-
lations of the Paint-
box program in which 
artists are invited to 
creatively paint utility 
boxes in the city center.

An online version 
of the app is also on 
the Artswalk website 
(firstfridaysartswalk.
com).

Gritman noted that 
the app replaces a full-
color printed map that 
they formerly published 
for the monthly event.

Artswalk was orig-
inally organized by 
local residents Mary 
McGuiness and Leo 
Mazzeo to showcase 
and offer a sales venue 
for local artists, provide 
an attraction for par-
ticipating businesses 
and organizations, and 
hold a regular event 
that would bring people 
into the city center.

It became a vibrant 
tradition that attracted 
crowds of attendees 
touring openings that 
ranged from small re-
ceptions to larger galas.

However, Artswalk 
was impacted by the 

COVID pandemic. In addition to the re-
strictions on public gatherings, some of the 
sponsoring businesses were victims of the 
pandemic, and others were reluctant to host 
gatherings under the circumstances.

As a result, the number of stops declined 
from as many as 20 down to about nine.

Initially, during the early months of the 
pandemic they suspended the monthly 

Artswalk events, and instead went to an 
online format featuring “Quarantine Artists.”

“We held a few Artswalks from August to 
November in 2020, but without the guided 
walking tours and a smaller number of ven-
ues,” said Gritman. This year, they held the 
events again from February to December.

“We’re really gearing up for the one in De-
cember, which will be a Holiday Artswalk,” 
she added. “We’ll have some special events. 
NuArts (an artist studio complex on North 
Street) will be having open studios, and 
the Lichtenstein Arts Center will sponsor 
an event to create ‘Grab and Go’ Wreaths.”

Gritman said the group had been con-
sidering adding an app before the COVID 
pandemic, but the timing has made it more 
useful. “It’s an alternative for people who 
are concerned about safety,” she said. “It 
gives people an opportunity to follow the 
tour at home and also see what they might 
be interested in visiting in person.”

Gritman noted that the new app can also be 
tailored for other purposes beyond Artswalk. 
“It’s flexible,” she said. “We’re planning to 
also use it for programs like the Downtown 
Story Walks, and virtual guided tours of local 
history and architecture.”◆

The Downtown Pittsfield app provides an overview 
of Artswalk sites as well as detailed information on 
the art exhibited at specific locations on the tour.

SEASON’S 
GREETINGS

from your 
Lee Bank family

leebank.com    |    413-243-0117L E E    |    S T O C K B R I D G E    |    G R E AT  B A R R I N G T O N    |    P I T T S F I E L D    |    L E N O X

This ready-to-build site offers almost 4 acres of land, southern 
exposure, and beautiful mountain views. Drilled well, perc test, and 
septic design. Rough driveway and pasture gate. Great location close 
to both Williamstown and Jiminy Peak Mountain Resort. $250,000

73 Spring Street & 95 Water Street • Williamstown, MA 01267
413-458-8366 altonwestall.com

NEW ASHFORD

Cooking is an
art, but baking
is a science.
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BY BRAD JOHNSON
For Mary and Benjamin Daire, a big 

motivating factor in the start of their new 
business is the simple concept of sharing 
good things with others.

“What brought us to this adventure we’re 
embarking on is the enjoyment we get in 
our own lives from sharing good food and 
interesting and delicious drinks with friends 
and people we care about,” said Mary Daire. 
“That’s the heart of it.”

The means by which they are now doing 
this on a broader scale is through operation 
of Dare Bottleshop & Provisions, a new retail 
shop they opened in early November in the 
heart of Lenox village.

“It’s a curated bottle and food shop,” 
said Daire, explaining further that the term 
“curated” refl ects the care with which they 
are selecting the goods they sell.

“We are presenting to our customers 
products that are well thought out,” she said. 
“We want to have full belief and enthusiasm 
for every product that lands on our shelves.”

That belief and enthusiasm stems from 
not only the intrinsic quality of the products 
but also the processes by which they are cre-
ated, including an emphasis on small-batch 
production and sustainable operations. “We 
want to support the farmers and brewers and 
others making the extra effort to produce 
wonderful things in an environmentally 
responsible manner,” she said.

Another goal is to expose customers to 
items outside of the mainstream. “We’re 
fans of this world of artisanal food and 
drink,” Daire said. “We want to open our 
customers eyes to what else is out there for 
them to enjoy.”

On the “Bottleshop” side they feature a se-
lection of small-production wines, domestic 
craft beers and artisanal hard ciders, as well 
as a number of non-alcoholic options. “A 
big thing we want to highlight are the many 
non-alcoholic beverages that are available 
today,” said Daire.

On the “Provisions” side, they carry a 
variety of dry goods – tasty snacks and treats 
ranging from sweet to savory. The shop in-

cludes a selection of what Daire described 
as “American farmstead cheeses.” Freshly 
baked rustic breads are provided by Creature 
Bread, a recently launched micro-bakery in 
Mill River operated by Travis Brecher.

Freshly made prepared foods such as 
soups and stews are stocked in a refriger-
ated case, with the selection changing on a 
rotating basis. “These are products people 
can count on for a quick meal,” Daire said. 

“People will also fi nd items that can help 
make a meal sing.”

Career reboot
The shop is not equipped with a kitchen 

or other facilities to offer on-site prepared 
food, an interesting omission given Benjamin 
Daire’s many years of work in his native 
France and here in the Berkshires as a clas-
sically trained chef.

DARE BOTTLESHOP & PROVISIONS

Couple’s new Lenox 
shop puts emphasis 
on good food, drink

Dare Bottleshop & Provisions proprietors Benjamin and Mary Daire (shown here on their Nov. 5 opening day) see their new business as a way to share a curated 
selection of food and beverages with their customers. “We are presenting to our customers products that are well thought out,” Mary says. “We want to have 
full belief and enthusiasm for every product that lands on our shelves.” The shop also represents a career change for Benjamin, former executive chef at Alta 
in Lenox, who will be primarily responsible for day-to-day operations. “Ben is the face of the store,” says Mary, who is a high school French teacher in Pittsfi eld.

Holiday Shopping made 
secure and convenient!  

ACB’S DIGITAL WALLET 
 

Give us a call today.

n   Security: Your card number is replaced with a 
unique digital card number, so merchants never 
see your card number.

n   Convenience: Purchases take seconds. Pay 
with your mobile device and stop worrying about 
getting your card and wallet out. 

n   Control: You have the choice between paying via 
card or digital wallet. Adams Community Bank is 
pleased to offer you alternative payment options.  

n   Simplicity: Hold your smart device up to a 
compatible checkout register to pay in a jiffy.  
 
 

413.743.0001
adamscommunity.com

Paying with ACB’s Digital Wallet on your 
mobile device offers the following 
benefits in one neatly wrapped package.

Each depositor is insured by the FDIC to at least $250,000. All deposits above the FDIC insurance amount are insured by the Depositors Insurance Fund (DIF).
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“Benjamin is making a big career change,” 
said Daire. “He’s hanging up the apron and 
going into retail.”

The impetus for this change, she said, is the 
demanding nature of 
the restaurant industry, 
where long hours and 
late nights are the norm. 
She noted that her hus-
band had worked for 
the past several years 
at Alta Restaurant & Wine Bar in Lenox, 
where he was executive chef.

During that period at Alta, their family 
grew with the arrival of two children – now 
ages 9 and 6. As is the case with many young 
parents, finding a balance between careers 
and family life proved to be challenging, and 
the Daires became more cognizant of the 
sacrifices necessitated by Benjamin’s work 
as an executive chef.

That awareness has been reinforced during 
the COVID era, during which Alta has gone 
through occasional months-long periods of 
being closed. Daire said that this pandemic-
driven time off for her husband proved to be 
a valuable experience. “He saw what family 
life was all about,” she commented.

Daire explained that COVID arrived at a 
point where they had already been exploring 
possibilities for starting their own business 
for some time.

“We started working on this about five 
years ago,” she said. “During that time, we’ve 
looked at a lot of options, many different 
areas and [business] models.”

Among them, at least initially, was the 
possibility of operating their own restaurant. 
“But we know what restaurant life is, and 
decided that we didn’t want to live that life,” 
she said. “We wanted something that was 
more family friendly.”

Daire pointed out that COVID not only 
provided an unplanned opportunity for the 
family to spend more time together, but also 
exposed the vulnerability of the restaurant 
industry to disruption. “COVID showed the 
fragility of restaurants, as well as the risk that 
goes with any business,” she said.

So, for the past year or so, they have 
shifted the emphasis of their business plan-
ning toward a retail model. “All of that ties 
in with why we chose to open this kind of 
business,” Daire said.

Their forward progress hit an important 
milestone last May when they found an ideal 
space for their shop – a vacant 1,625-square-
foot retail storefront in a commercial building 
at 11 Housatonic St. in Lenox.

In the months since then, they have been 
transforming the space into what Daire 
described as “an inviting and friendly at-
mosphere” featuring a large wall mosaic 
and other decorative works by area artists.

The Daires have been assisted in the 
renovations by Mary’s father, William, and 
brother, Luke, who comprise the team behind 
William Lyon and Son Carpentry. “It helps 
to have a business like that in the family,” 
Daire commented.

The carpentry business also recently 
played a similar assisting role for another 
family member when Daire’s sister, Molly 
Lyon, was preparing to open Boema Pizzeria 
in 2020 (December 2020 BT&C). That busi-
ness, along with Molly Lyon’s other eatery, 
Frankie’s Ristorante, is just a block away 
on Main Street from the Daires’ new shop.

Beyond the proximity to her sister’s eater-
ies, Daire said the couple have a deeper ap-
preciation for this part of Lenox. “It’s just a 
special village and we love the neighborhood 
feel,” she said, noting that they previously 
lived in Lenox before moving to Pittsfield. 
“It’s the closest thing to a French village 
experience that we can find.”

She explained that several years ago the 
couple had enjoyed their own authentic 
French village experience. Benjamin Daire 
emigrated to the U.S. from France in 2006, 
and he met Mary Lyon in 2007 when the 
Pittsfield native was finishing college here. 
They subsequently moved to France where 
they lived and worked for four years – also 
getting married along the way.

Daire noted that her time in France in-
cluded work with a regional winery, where 
she was involved in export sales of their 
products. That experience, she added, is 

something she is draw-
ing upon for their new 
business.

Her work in that field 
continued from the oth-
er side of the business 
when they returned to 

the Berkshires. “After we left France in 2011, 
I worked for five years with a wine importer 
in Massachusetts,” she said, noting that she 
managed her sales route from their home here.

She said the travel required with that job 
became an issue when the couple had their 
second child, and she shifted into a new ca-
reer teaching high school French, currently 
at Pittsfield High School.

Daire said she will continue in her teaching 
day job, while handling some of the back-
office aspects of their new business. “I’ll 
also be there some weekends and [school] 
vacations,” she added.

Her husband, meanwhile, is taking on pri-
mary responsibility for day-to-day operation 
of the shop (413-551-7394, darebottleshop.

com), which is open Monday through Satur-
day from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sunday noon 
to 5 p.m. “Ben is the face of the store,” she 
said. “This is a reboot for him, but it’s still 
in his wheelhouse.”

(She noted that her husband, who is a 
resident alien with a green card, is currently 
in the process of obtaining U.S. citizenship.)

Daire credited building owner Bob Romeo 
for making the process of taking over the 
space as smooth as possible. “He’s been a 
big help,” she said.

Also lending a hand has been Adams 
Community Bank, which provided financ-
ing for a portion of the startup costs. “We 
established a budget of $100,000 or less for 
everything,” she said. “And we’ve managed 
to keep it below that.”

While the “Bottleshop & Provisions” part 
of the store’s name is pretty clear, the “Dare” 
portion requires a little clarification.

“It’s just a pronunciation thing,” said Daire, 
referring to the omission of the “i” from the 
spelling of their family name, which in its 
full form is subject to a wide range mispro-
nunciations. “We wanted to make it easy for 
people while also acknowledging our family 
name and heritage.”◆

“Benjamin is making a 
big career change. He’s 
hanging up the apron 
and going into retail.”

email your firm’s news 
and announcements to:

info@btaconline.com

Sometimes in life
you have to wear
your cleanest
dirty shirt.

Natural gas is one of the safest and cleanest burning energy sources available. That’s why it is 
America’s number one fuel choice. Delivering safe, reliable natural gas service to our customers 
is our top priority.

Using your senses
Despite an excellent safety record, natural gas may pose a hazard and has the potential to ignite. 
A natural gas leak is usually recognized by smell, sight or sound.

SMELL A distinctive, pungent, “rotten eggs” odor.

SIGHT  A white cloud, mist, fog, bubbles, blowing dust or dead vegetation.

SOUND  An unusual noise like roaring, hissing or whistling.

What you should do if you suspect a leak

MOVE to a safe environment.

CALL us immediately. We are available to respond 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

DO NOT strike a match, use telephones, or switch on/off appliances, lights, or even a flashlight 
in the area where you smell natural gas.

Pipeline safety
The natural gas pipeline system is the safest method of transporting energy, and pipelines 
underneath streets play a vital role. While rare, pipeline failures can occur due to corrosion, 
material defects, events of nature, excavation damage and more. We ensure pipeline safety 
through the planning, design, operation, maintenance, inspection and testing of pipelines. And 
we work closely with emergency responders to prepare for and respond to emergencies.

Call Before You Dig (www.digsafe.com)
The greatest risk to underground pipelines is accidental damage during excavation on public and 
private property. To protect natural gas pipelines, the law requires that all contractors – even 
homeowners planning to build a deck, patio or addition – notify Dig Safe at 811 at least two full 
working days before excavating. We will mark our facilities in the area of work, and at no cost.

For additional safety information, 
please visit our Web site
• www.berkshiregas.com

IN AN EMERGENCY, 
CALL BERKSHIRE GAS
1-800-292-5012

Natural Gas Safety: Things you should know...
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The Clark Art Institute has received a Fran-
kenthaler Climate Initiative grant from the Helen 
Frankenthaler Foundation in the foundation’s 
inaugural cycle of providing funding to support 
visual arts organizations in efforts to achieve 
carbon neutrality. The Clark received $50,000 
toward the redesign of the HVAC central plant for 
its Lunder Center at Stone Hill. “Our responsibil-
ity as stewards of our lands extends to our deep 
commitment to environmental sustainability on 
our campus, and this grant will allow us to ensure 
that the HVAC system in our Lunder Center is 
operating at peak effi ciency and according to the 
most current standards,” said Olivier Meslay, 
Hardymon Director of the Clark. “Advances in 
technology, even over the short lifespan of this 
building, have been signifi cant, and this grant 
means that we will have the opportunity to take 
advantage of state-of-the-art environmental con-
trols to help to minimize our carbon footprint.” 
The fi rst program of its kind supporting energy 
effi ciency and reducing carbon emissions for the 
visual arts in the U.S., the Frankenthaler Climate 
Initiative was developed in partnership with RMI, 
a leading global expert and advocate for clean 
energy, and Environment & Culture Partners 
consultancy, and was launched in February 2021. 
“The Frankenthaler Climate Initiative was con-
ceived to move art museums toward net zero, and 
to set an example for all institutions and citizens 
to follow suit,” said Fred Iseman, president of the 
Helen Frankenthaler Foundation. “We wanted to 
help U.S. art institutions join the climate fray.”

Berkshire South Regional Community Cen-
ter will host its 14th Annual Community Thanks 
Supper on Nov. 23 as a “takeout” meal at 15 Crissey 
Rd. in Great Barrington. The traditional Thanksgiv-
ing meal is free and open to the public, with pick-up 
times at 1, 2 and 5:30 p.m. Call 413-528-2810 ext. 
0 or visit berkshiresouth.org/communitythanks/ 
by Nov. 22 to reserve a pick-up time. Delivery 
is available for those without transportation. The 
sponsors for this year’s meal are Berkshire Food 
Co-op and Guido’s Fresh Marketplace.

Salisbury Bank is asking community members 
to help bring holiday magic to children through 
its “We Believe” Toy Drive. The program looks 
to help make this a special time of year for local 
children who would otherwise not experience the 
joy of the holiday season. New, unwrapped gifts 
can be dropped off at any of Salisbury Bank’s 
14 offi ces by Dec. 10. Gift ideas include, but 
are not limited to: sports equipment and balls, 
books, board games, hand-held electronic games, 
backpacks, building sets, craft kits, purses, and 
cosmetics. Additionally, gift cards to local retail-
ers are encouraged. “As we kick off our 34th 
annual toy drive, we encourage the community 
to join us in experiencing the joy of giving this 
holiday season,” said Rick Cantele, president and 
CEO. “Making a difference in our community 
is important to us, and working together we can 
provide a magical holiday season for some very 
deserving children.”

As chilly weather returns to the Berkshires, 
the PJ Library Pajama Drive conducted by the 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires also re-
turns to help children in the community who may 
lack the comfort of warm sleepwear. Last year’s 
effort collected more than 400 pairs of pajamas 
from individuals, groups and local businesses. 
The Federation has again teamed up with Carr 
Hardware for the drop-off of brand-new pajamas 
(sizes newborn to teen) at its stores in Great Bar-
rington, Lenox and North Adams. Pajamas can 
also be dropped off at the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires, 196 South St. in Pittsfi eld. The 
Pajama Drive runs through Dec. 6. Monetary 
donations towards the purchase of pajamas are 
also welcome. For more information, contact 
Susan Frisch Lehrer at 413-442-4360 ext. 14 or 
slehrer@jewishberkshires.org.

Southwestern Vermont Medical Center 
(SVMC) Cardiology has again achieved the 
Intersocietal Accreditation Commission’s (IAC) 
accreditation for adult transthoracic and adult 
stress echocardiography. SVMC, which includes 
SVMC Cardiology, is one of only fi ve facilities 
in Vermont that is accredited in adult stress echo-
cardiography. “Receiving accreditation and board 
certifi cation means that patients can be assured 
that we are following all the standards put forth 
by the leaders in the fi eld, including high-quality 
imaging equipment and registered technicians,” 
said Scott Rogge, MD, medical director of both 
Cardiology and the Echocardiography Lab. “Ul-
timately, these factors contribute to better clinical 
outcomes for patients.”

MCLA Arts and Culture, formerly the MCLA 
Berkshire Cultural Resource Center, will offer 
events and exhibitions from three visiting artists 
in 2021 and 2022. The MCLA Artist Laboratory 
Residency, now in its second year, will host Joshua 
Ross for the Fall 2021 semester and Nathaniel Don-
nett for the Spring 2022 semester. New this year, 
the MCLA Arts and Culture Benedetti Artist and 
Teaching Residency welcomes a teaching artist to 
campus to spend the school year creating work, 
teaching, and engaging with the students, staff and 
faculty as well as the North Adams community 
and beyond. The inaugural Benedetti Artist and 
Teaching Resident is Conrad Egyir, whose work 
borrows from Afrocentric folklore that is rooted 
in political and religious erudition. For more 
information on the artists and upcoming events 
and exhibitions, go to www.mcla.edu.

The Holiday Shindy craft fair will again take 
place in Pittsfi eld’s Upstreet Cultural District 
this season after being cancelled in 2020 due to 
the pandemic. Showcasing artisan vendors from 
across the region, the event will be held on Dec. 
11 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in a new location, the 
Common Room at Zion Lutheran Church, 74 
First St. Admission is $3 for the general public; 
children under 12 are free. Masks required for 
admission, and additional restrictions may apply 
as the city mandates.

Goodwill Industries of the Berkshires and 
Southern Vermont has been awarded a $2,500 
grant from the Lee Bank Foundation that will 
be used for diversity, equity and inclusion train-
ing for Goodwill’s employees. “This generous 
support from Lee Bank Foundation is especially 
meaningful to us,” said Goodwill President and 
CEO David Twiggs. “It is a testament to the 
work we do and the people we serve throughout 
Berkshire County.”

Berkshire Community College (BCC) has 
received an allocation of $869,377 from the state 
legislature as part of a $16 million fund distributed 
to all 15 community colleges in the commonwealth. 
The allocation is earmarked for the Supporting 
Urgent Community College Equity through Student 
Services (SUCCESS) Fund, which focuses on 
vulnerable populations. The funding, which was 
requested through the Massachusetts Association 
of Community Colleges (MACC), covers the 
period through June 30, 2022. The majority of 
BCC’s SUCCESS funding will be spent on staff-
ing, including hiring Assistant Dean of Student 
Affairs/Director of SUCCESS George Ambriz as 
well as four SUCCESS coaches and administrative 
support. Remaining funds will be spent on student 
engagement initiatives and related expenses.

As part of the ongoing commitment to help local 
food pantries feed those in need, Salisbury Bank is 
holding its 14th annual Fill-the-Basket food drive 
through Dec. 17, with all 14 branches in Berkshire 
County, northwest Connecticut and eastern New 
York collecting donations of non-perishable food 
items and household supplies. Cash donations are 
also accepted. All donated items as well as the 
monetary contributions collected will be donated 
directly to local food pantries serving each area.

The Berkshire County Historical Society 
has received an $8,750 Mass Humanities grant 
from the Expand Massachusetts Stories Initiative 
to fund completion of the Berkshire County Oral 
Histories project. Funds will be used for digitiza-
tion, transcriptions, metadata entry and permanent 
cataloguing of the archive at the W.E.B. DuBois 
Library at the University of Massachusetts, Am-
herst, as well as presentation of the histories on 
a new section of the BCHS website. In addition, 
during the spring of 2022, BCHS will present three 
facilitated discussions with traditionally underrep-
resented communities to hear suggestions about 
what parts of their histories BCHS should collect 
and preserve. “It is our hope that this project will 
not only preserve the oral histories currently in 
our archive, but also open the door to the voices of 
those not traditionally represented in our archive,” 
said Lesley Herzberg, BCHS’s executive director. 
“Berkshire County has a rich history of Latinx, 
African American, and Native contributions. This 
project will begin to shed more light on these stories 
and their importance to the Berkshires and guide 
future collection policies for the BCHS.”

Bousquet Mountain, one of the oldest ski 
areas in the country, has announced a host of 
new features for the upcoming season, including 
a brand-new base lodge, improved snowmaking, 
new trails, additional terrain park features, a new 
line of Snowsports lessons and programs, and full 
season racing. The improvements come under the 
ownership of Mill Town Capital, which purchased 
the Pittsfi eld attraction in May 2020. “We have been 
working extremely hard to make the Mountain the 
best it can be for locals and tourists alike,” said 
Dennis Robinson, Mill Town’s chief operating 
offi cer and president of Bousquet Enterprises. 
“We feel that the new features will only enhance 
the family-friendly environment that Bousquet 
is known for.” A new 15,000-square-foot lodge 
will be the anchor of the Bousquet base area. The 
lodge features a multi-purpose space for gathering 
and events, several food and beverage options, 
a full bar, and outdoor deck and patio space for 
after-ski and off-season enjoyment. The lodge was 
designed and built by Allegrone Companies, a 
Berkshires-based design and construction fi rm. 
A complete overhaul of the snowmaking system 
is nearing completion, with 38 new snowmaking 
guns installed in 2020, and an additional 42 new 
fan guns installed this past summer, resulting in 
nearly full mountain snowmaking coverage. “The 
snowmaking investment should increase the length 
of the season for Bousquet, while upgrading the 
consistency and reliability of the snow,” said Kevin 
McMillan, Bousquet’s general manager. The triple 
chair lift, installed over the course of last season, 
will be open for its fi rst full season, and visitors will 
have newly cleared trails to experience along with 
modifi cations to several older trails. Bousquet’s 
tubing area has also been the focus of improve-
ments and will feature expanded lanes from four 
to eight and terrain improvements increasing the 
length of the runs. Cabanas, fi re pits, holiday lights, 
and picnic tables have been added to the tubing 
area for a fun family environment. “We have 
upgraded almost every part of the Mountain from 
snowmaking to a new base lodge, but the local, 
community feel is at the heart of every change,” 
said McMillian. “We are planning to open as early 
in the season as possible and we are thrilled to 
have everyone join us.”

Berkshire Family YMCA held a ground-
breaking ceremony on Nov. 10 to celebrate the 
start of a major improvement and renovation 
project at its Pittsfi eld branch at 292 North St. 
Plans for the renovation and restoration project 
have been underway since 2017. The project will 
take an estimated 18 months to complete at the 
cost of $12.4 million, with Allegrone Companies
serving as general contractor. Once complete, 
the Y’s Pittsfi eld branch will be home to a new 
child-care wing, an indoor walking/running track, 
a new basketball court, and improved energy ef-
fi ciency. The project will restore and enhance the 
historical elements of the original 1909 building, 
and the Pittsfi eld location will be open throughout 
construction with access to its amenities. Berkshire 
Family YMCA’s fund-raising campaign will con-
tinue over the next two years and seeks to raise an 
additional $4 million in support. Those interested 
in making a multi-year commitment to the Capital 
Improvement Campaign should contact Berkshire 
Family YMCA Executive Director Jessie Rumlow 
via email at jrumlow@bfymca.org or by phone 
at 413-499-7650 ext. 112 or 912-467-3488. In-
terest may also be expressed to the campaign’s 
committee chair, Matthew Scarafoni, by emailing 
mjscarafoni@scarafonifi nancial.com.

Berkshire Community College (BCC)  has 
set a deadline of Jan. 3 for all returning students 
attending in-person classes to be fully vaccinated 
against the COVID-19 virus and show proof of 
vaccination status. Following the same guidelines, 
the college is requesting that new students for the 
spring semester provide vaccination information 
within the admission process when accepted after 
Jan. 3 and be fully vaccinated by the beginning of 
classes on Jan. 24. BCC is one of 15 community 
colleges in Massachusetts, all of which now require 
vaccinations to attend spring semester classes. To 
show proof of vaccination, students and employees 
can either upload their vaccination cards online 
through a secure form or provide a hard copy to 
the Student Engagement Offi ce or the Human 
Resources Offi ce (for employees). For complete 
information, visit berkshirecc.edu/covid.
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news & notes from the region

Berkshire South Regional Community Cen-
ter is running its annual Shining Star Supplemental 
Holiday Gift Program, which is designed to help 
community members who are looking for added 
support during the holiday season. Applicants are 
anonymously matched with community donors 
who want to help bring joy to families this holiday 
season. No names or private information is shared. 
Berkshire South currently has over 150 children 
registered to be paired with shoppers who will 
help buy items on the applicants’ “wish lists.” An 
additional 50 children are on a waiting list. Par-
ticipants are predominantly located in the southern 
Berkshires. “We have seen an overwhelming need 
for assistance this year,” Berkshire South Execu-
tive Director Jenise Lucey said. Individuals who 
are interested in becoming a shopper for someone 
should contact the community center or sign up 
online at berkshiresouth.org. The deadline for gift 
purchases is Dec. 10.

On Dec. 9 1Berkshire will hold its Annual 
Meeting on Zoom from 10:30 a.m. to noon. At-
tendees will learn about what has happened in 2021 
and what is in store for 2022, including details 
about the new berkshires.org website launching in 
January. Go to 1berkshire.com/events/ to register.

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts 
(MCLA) is continuing its distribution of $1 mil-
lion in federal Higher Education Emergency Relief 
Funds (HEERF), as part of the American Rescue 
Plan (ARP), in 2021, along with $689,200 via 
the state-funded MassGrant Plus program. As an-
nounced in August, MCLA received $1.9 million 
in HEERF funding, which is meant specifically for 
students. Those enrolled for summer 2021 courses 
already received some of this funding, and the 
college plans to distribute $1 million in HEERF 
funding to all students enrolled in credit-bearing 
courses in mid-November. The remainder will 
be disbursed to enrolled students in spring 2022. 
Students with the highest need, demonstrated by 
FAFSA information, will receive the majority of 
this funding, but all enrolled students will receive 
a check along with the option to use the funds to 
pay off student debt or pay for future semesters of 
college. The MassGrant Plus funding is allocated 
according to the percentage of enrolled students 
eligible for federal Pell grants, and is available for 
full-time or part-time students who need assistance 
paying for tuition and fees. More than 45 percent 
of MCLA students are eligible for Pell grants. Dur-
ing the 2020-21 academic year, MCLA distributed 
$208,800 in MassGrant Plus funding. The college 
is currently working on awarding the $689,200 al-
location for the 2021-22 academic year, and plans 
to distribute half during the fall 2021 semester, with 
the other half distributed in spring 2022.

Entrepreneurship for All (EforAll) Berkshire 
County ran an All-Ideas Pitch Contest on Nov. 
11 at Crissey Farm in Great Barrington, awarding 
first-place prize of $1,000 to Jene Batory of Pitts-
field for Berkshire Botanicals, a holistic beauty 
product company. The second-place prize of $750 
went to Kasha Sancho of KTalented in Hudson, 
N.Y., which wants to expand from in-home hair 
extension services to a full-service salon and shop 
for black women’s beauty products. The $500 
award for third place went to Dalton’s Valerie 
Conte-Mesquita with her concept for a brand 
called Party Girl Mom. The Fan Favorite prize 
of $500 was awarded to AJ Bowman of Pittsfield 
for his new venture, Boatman Shoes, making 
deck shoes out of cactus leather. Approximately 
50 community members came to support the new 
business ideas and many more watched as the 
event was simulcast on Facebook Live. The pitch 
contest judges were David Isby of Townsquare 
Media, Carolann Strickling of Organization 
Ink, Kara Mikulich of the Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation and Evaguel Rhysing 
of United Aircraft Technologies. EforAll is a 
nonprofit organization that partners with com-
munities nationwide to help under-represented 
individuals successfully start and grow a business 
through training, mentorship and an extended 
professional support network.

The City of Pittsfield’s Office of Cultural 
Development has launched a new city-wide 
campaign and website called Love Pittsfield. 
The website, lovepittsfield.com is the new place 
to find attractions and activities happening in 
the city. It already features more than 160 list-
ings and about 150 events within the city, with 
contributors including Downtown Pittsfield Inc., 
Barrington Stage Company, Berkshire Theatre 
Group, Arrowhead at Berkshire Historical 
Society, the Berkshire Athenaeum and more. 
Restaurants and bars featuring live music will also 
be adding their events. The Discover Pittsfield 
site will be replaced with LovePittsfield.com. In 
addition to the website, there are Love Pittsfield 
guides for visitors, window clings for merchants, 
a new banner across North Street, an expanded 
social media campaign, and hats with other logo 
merchandise that are available to purchase at the 
Berkshire General Store in downtown Pittsfield. 
“This website and campaign are for all to embrace 
and share the love of their city,” said Pittsfield 
Cultural Development Director Jen Glockner. 
“We are encouraging those that live, work and 
play in the City of Pittsfield to help share the 
love and tag their photos with #lovepittsfield on 
social media posts.”

The Berkshire Art Association seeks dona-
tions of original artwork for its annual 10x10 RAP 
(Real Art Party) show and fundraiser raffle. In 
collaboration with the Berkshire Museum and 
the City of Pittsfield’s 10x10 Festival in Febru-
ary, the BAA welcomes submissions from artists 
from the Berkshires and beyond. All artwork will 
be included in a raffle to benefit art students of 
Berkshire County. The raffle and Real Art Party 
(RAP) will be a free, live and in-person event 
hosted by the Berkshire Museum on, Feb. 24. 
A $25 ticket purchase guarantees a 10x10 work 
of art. The BAA is also seeking donations of 
5-by 5-inch original art for the 5x5=10 RAP 
for Artists under the age of 10 for a fundraiser 
benefiting Berkshire County art students. The 
5x5=10 RAP will be at the Berkshire Museum 
during the 10x10 Festival in February. A $10 
ticket purchase guarantees a piece of original 
art, drawn at random, to take home. For full 
details, art specs and art ID forms, email 10x10@
berkshireartassociation.org. Submissions will be 
accepted through Jan. 21.

Eagle Mill Redevelopment held a ceremonial 
ground-breaking event at the Eagle Mill site at 73 
West Center St. in Lee on Nov. 10. The estimated 
$60 million project will include 122 residential 
rental units, retail shops, office suites, and six 
condominium townhouses, to be completed through 
various phases of redevelopment of the site. The 
ground-breaking event was hosted by project de-
velopers Jeffrey Cohen and Fred Taverna of Mill 
Renaissance and Donald Wells and Mike Francis 
of DEW Properties LLC. They were joined by 
Congressman Richard Neal, Secretary of State Wil-
liam Galvin, Secretary of Housing and Economic 
Development Mike Kennealy, state Sen. Adam 
Hinds, state Rep. William “Smitty” Pignatelli and 
other dignitaries. The project looks to transform the 
historic paper mill, dating from 1808, into what its 
developers describe as a vibrant community asset 
which honors the area’s history, sparks economic 
growth, and addresses affordable housing needs. 
The site comprises 8.4 acres on both sides of the 
Housatonic River. Six of those acres sit on the south 
side of the river with multiple historic buildings 
occupying just over 192,000 square feet of the site. 
The remaining 2.4 acres on the north side of the 
river are undeveloped and exist in their natural state. 
Eagle Mill Redevelopment LLC, a partnership of 
Mill Renaissance LLC and DEW Properties LLC, 
began the mill redevelopment process in 2012 and 
acquired the Eagle Mill properties in 2017.
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The Northern Berkshire Community Co-
alition (nbCC) is seeking community-minded 
individuals to take part in community outreach 
and civic engagement volunteer training. Training 
sessions will be held on Mondays from 5:30 to 8 
p.m. beginning on Jan. 24 and running through 
June. Participants will learn about local health 
and human service providers and community 
organizations; engage in workshops and trainings 
on topics such as styles of leadership, accessing 
local government, community organizing, con-
fl ict management, and more; and engage with 
local organizations and community volunteer 
opportunities. No prior education or experience is 
necessary. Applications are available online at bit.
ly/COVnbCC. For more information, email bhant-
man@nbccoalition.org or call 413-663-7588.

Update
BUSINESS

The state’s Department of Early Education 
and Care (EEC) has awarded Berkshire Com-
munity College a Career Pathways Grant totaling 
$257,331 for the 2022 fi scal year. The grant funds 
tuition, fees and support for those pursuing a 
degree in higher education while working in the 
fi eld of early education and care. It is designed 
to reduce barriers to enrollment and completion 
by providing coherent and stackable courses for 
credentialing and degree attainment. It also ad-
dresses challenges in the early education fi eld, 
including certifi ed staffi ng shortages. “This grant 
changes lives through coursework and through 
transferable skills that impact the whole person,” 
said Alicia Ginsberg, Early Childhood Career 
Pathway Grant Coordinator at BCC. “We have 
seen students achieve their academic, profes-
sional and personal dreams because of the help 
these funds provided.” The EEC Career Pathways 
Grant has supported early childhood educators at 
BCC since 2019. In just three years, the grant has 
supported 160 students who completed a total of 
1,269 credits.

Berkshire Waldorf School (BWS), formerly 
Great Barrington Rudolf Steiner School, will 
hold its 49th Annual Holiday Handcraft Fair 
Auction from Nov. 26 to Dec. 11. During this 
extended period of uncertainty, BWS has been 
open for in-person learning, with new outdoor 
classrooms,   from the beginning of the pandemic. 
In the same spirit of resilience, this year the fair 
has been adapted for COVID times as an online 
auction (at www.charityauctions.com,) with one-
of-a-kind goods, services, and handmade items. 
The school will recreate many sought-out fair 
favorites, such as a “lemon sipper family kit,” 
a chance to win a cake, a selection of pocket-
sized gifts from the Pocket Wizard, or a summer 
CSA from the school’s Pumpkin Hollow garden. 
Members of the school community are knitting 
squares independently, which will come together 
to form the Community Afghan. The centerpiece 
of the Handcraft Fair Auction continues to be 
unique goods and services from local makers, as 
well as art, creative adventures, gifts including 
gourmet treats and wine, and a large selection of 
handmade items, such as winter accessories and 
soft toys. All proceeds benefi t the programs and 
students of BWS. For more information or to 
donate goods or services, contact fair chairperson 
Leslie Bisaillon at info@berkshirewaldorfschool.
org or 413-528-4015. 

Goodwill Industries of the Berkshires and 
Southern Vermont has received a three-year ac-
creditation from the Commission on Accreditation 
of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF) for its sup-
ported employment services. CARF accreditation 
has been the recognized benchmark of quality 
health and human services for more than 50 years. 
“It is an honor to have received the gold standard 
certifi cation from CARF,” said David Twiggs, the 
organization’s president and CEO. “We are com-
mitted to providing the highest quality employ-
ment services to our supported employees. This 
accreditation is an insurance policy for the people 
we serve.” Goodwill was also recently awarded the 
2021 GuideStar Gold Seal for Transparency from 
Candid. GuideStar profi les give donors detailed 
information about nonprofi ts, aiding them in their 
search for trusted organizations. A Gold Seal on 
a profi le denotes a higher level of transparency, 
including comprehensive details about fi nances, 
board of directors, staff and overall demographics. 
Goodwill’s GuideStar profi le is available at www.
guidestar.org/profi le/04-2207791. In addition to 
these awards, Twiggs has been recognized by 
Goodwill Industries International Inc. as a certifi ed 
executive. The certifi cate was awarded to Twiggs 
based on his ongoing commitment to continuing 
education and leadership development in the 
organization he has led since 2017.◆

The City of Pittsfi eld’s Offi ce of Cultural De-
velopment will hold the seventh annual Holiday 
Wreath Art Sale at the Lichtenstein Center for 
the Arts on Dec. 3 from 12:30 to 6:30 p.m. All 
proceeds will benefi t the South Congregational 
Church Food Pantry. Artists wanting to donate a 
wreath or other holiday decorative piece for the 
sale are asked to confi rm participation before Nov. 
30 by contacting Shiobbean Lemme at slemme@
cityofpittsfi eld.org or 413-499-9348.

Southwestern Vermont Medical Center 
(SVMC) Cardiology has again achieved the 
Intersocietal Accreditation Commission’s ac-
creditation for adult transthoracic and adult stress 
echocardiography. SVMC, which includes SVMC 
Cardiology, is one of only fi ve facilities in Vermont 
that is accredited in adult stress echocardiography. 
The cardiac rehabilitation program at SVMC has 
also been recertifi ed by the American Association 
of Cardiovascular and Pulmonary Rehabilitation 
(AACVPR). SVMC was fi rst recognized with this 
certifi cation in 2018.
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Lynette Bond
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Dan Bosley
Stephanie Bosley
Priscilla Bourgault
Danielle Bowe
Ellen Boyd
Pamela Breslin
Carolyn Butler
Mary Campbell
Shannon Amidon Castille
Catheryn Chacon
Charter Oak
Peter Cherneff & Hester Velmans
Neil & Kathleen Chrisman
Church Street Trading Company
Neil and Barbara Clarke
Linda Colvin
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Michael J. Considine
Susan Crofut
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Patrick Danahey
Arthur Archer De Bow
Phil and Hilary Deely
Ute DeFarlo
Eugene Dellea
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Linda Dulye
Susan Emerson Clapp
Auric Enchill
State Rep. Tricia Farley-Bouvier
Feigenbaum Foundation
Lauren Ferin
Marianne Fresia
Sharyn Fresia
Johanna Garfield
Michael Gellatly
Marita Glodt
Theodore & Judith Goldsmith
GrantStation
Lisa & Paul Green
Suzanne Green
Greylock Federal Credit Union
Guardian Life Insurance
Mary Jean Guidette
Oskar Hallig
Sally & Fred Harris
Kristine Hazzard
Hillcrest Educational Centers
Lois Hobbs
Patrick Hollenbeck
HomeWorks Energy
Hoosic River Revival
Patricia & David Hubbard
Joan & Jim Hunter
Interim Executive Solutions
Jane and Jack Fitzpatrick Trust
JPMorgan Chase, N.A.
Rita Kasky
John & Laura Katz
Kimball Farms LifeCare Community & Assisted Living
Sara Koffman
Phyllis Kornfeld
Kwik Print
Lamar

Lee Bank
Carolyn Levine
Michael & Susan Moyle Lynch
MacCaro Real Estate
Todd Mack
Magic Fluke Co.
Mary Makuc
Adam Manacher
Barbara & Roger Manring
Ilene Marcus
Kathleen Maroney
Patricia Martin
Janis Martinson & Stephen Sagarin
Massachusetts Nonprofit Network
Andrew Mathew
Natalie & Roger Matus
Michele McAuley
Josh Meczywor
Faith A. Menken, M.D.
Christa Migot
Richard Migot
Michael S. Mimnaugh
Richard Miskinis
Hans & Kate Morris
Sarah Muil
My Versatile Secretary
Judy Nardacci
Sandy Newman
Sabrina Noel
October Mountain Financial Advisors
Sandy & Brandon Pantorno
Park Square Financial Advisors of Raymond James
Diane Pearlman
Arthur Peisner
Brenda Petell
State Rep. William “Smitty” Pignatelli
Abby Powers
Price Chopper’s Golub Foundation
Rich Petrino and Elaine Radiss
Alex Reczkowski
Karen Richards
Roger Magnus Research
Steve & Lynn Rubenstein
Dan Ruderman
Amy Rudnick
Salisbury Bank & Trust Company
Scarafoni Financial Group
Anne Schnesel
Jane & Martin Schwartz
Daniel Seitz
Marcie Setlow
Shopper’s Guide
Ben & Elaine Silberstein
Silo Media
Anne Singleton
Jennifer Sorcinelli
Peter & Kelly Soules
Jill St. John
Dan Stanyon
Yvette Stoddard
Hayley Sumner
Ellen Sutherland
Bill Svrluga
Jonathan Adam Swartz
Kelly Sweet
Tom Hall Retail Consultants, Inc.
Cia Toscanini & Murdoch McBride
Liana Toscanini
Jessica Traynor
Barbara A. Viniar
Abbie von Schlegell
Warrior Trading
Francine Weinberg
Laurie & Jan Werner
John Whalan
Richard Wilson
Diane Wortis
The Write Source
WSBS
Cheryl & Michael Zaccaro

Support Nonprofit Center of the
Berkshires

Use your phone's camera to scan the QR
code below

Or visit:
https://givebutter.com/npcberkshires

Powered by Givebutter

J�n us! 
Scan the QR Code 
to the left with your 
phone’s camera 
OR visit 
npcberkshires.org 
to give today.

Thank you Nonprofit Center Members & Donors! We are grateful for 
your participation & the financial support that makes our work possible.
Peace and prosp�ity to all
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news & notes from the region

BY JOHN TOWNES
ExtraSpecialTeas, based in Great Bar-

rington, is expanding by moving into the 
space formerly occupied by the Housie 
Market and Cafe at 226 Pleasant St. in the 
center of the village of Housatonic.

ExtraSpecialTeas has signed a lease with 
property owner Patrick Holllenbeck to op-
erate a tea shop, bakery and tea-blending 
operation in the space, which includes a 
street-level storefront and basement area.

Executive director and co-founder Cherri 
Sanes said their goal is to open the new shop 
by the end of this year.

A nonprofi t organization, ExtraSpecial-
Teas operates a day program that provides 
employment, vocational training, and other 
social and therapeutic services for young 
adults with autism and other special needs.

Founded in 2016, ExtraSpecialTeas runs a 
popular tea shop and gift store at 5 Elm St. in 
downtown Great Barrington. Clients work in 
most of the positions, under the supervision 
of the program’s staff.

“We’re always looking for new opportuni-
ties for our participants, and this additional 
space in Housatonic provides that,” said Sanes. 
She added that the Great Barrington shop will 
continue to operate as its base and fl agship.

The move also fi lls a gap that has existed 
in Housatonic since the Housie Market and 
Cafe closed in 2017. The cafe had become a 
popular gathering spot for the local commu-
nity. When Holllenbeck purchased the site in 
2018, he announced his intention to fi nd a new 
tenant that would be sustainable as a business 
and would also enhance the village center and 
serve the community in a positive way.

ExtraSpecialTeas has the potential to serve 
a similar role, as a tea shop and bakery with 
seating.

In addition to tea, ExtraSpecialTeas makes 
gluten-free baked goods and snacks. It also 
produces and sells nearly 100 other products, 
including tea infusers, ceramics, candles, 
soaps, cards, hats and tea-infused bath 
products, among other items. One of their 
most popular products, noted Sanes, is a dog 
treat called T Bones that is infused with tea.

Sanes said that the new location will also 
accommodate other facets of growth for the 
organization. “We love our space in Great 
Barrington, but we were running out of 
room,” she said.

The 3,800-square-foot site in Housatonic 
has about 1,700 square feet of retail storefront 

space, with additional space in a basement. 
It includes a commercial kitchen.

“We’ve been using a commercial kitchen 
in a local church one day a week to produce 
our baked goods,” said Sanes. “With our 
own commercial kitchen, we can increase 
our baking.”

She added that they also are planning to 
sell their baked goods to other outlets on a 
wholesale basis.

A portion of the space will be used as a tea 
blending facility, with equipment such as a 
blender and grinder to prepare and develop 
new tea fl avors.

They have primarily sold teas from several 
outside producers, including Tiesta Tea, a 
Chicago-based company that has been an 
advisory partner and corporate supporter 
since the beginning, and No. 6 Depot, a 
coffee and tea producer and cafe in West 
Stockbridge that has also been a supporter.

Sanes said the organization is also launch-
ing its own line of signature tea. Initially they 
are selling three varieties: Blue Skies, made 
with blue butterfl y pea fl owers; S’More Love, 
which has chocolate and vanilla tones and a 
smoky taste reminiscent of the well-known 
campfi re snack of the same name; and Sunny 
Vibes, which includes apricot hibiscus.

ExtraSpecialTeas (413-645-3247) has also 
upgraded its website (www.extraspecialteas.
org) with an enhanced capability for online 
e-commerce sales.

Inspired by son’s situation
Sanes and her husband Scott moved to the 

southern Berkshires from Texas in 1999 to 
be closer to the Option Institute, where their 
son Jache, who has autism, attended the Son 
Rise program. Jache also attended public 
school as a special-needs student.

However, the Sanes faced a diffi cult di-

lemma when Jache “aged-out” of the public 
school system at 22, because there are very 
limited integrated employment opportuni-
ties for young adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Families with 
special-needs children often face the prospect 
of either committing their children to institu-
tional care or providing that care themselves, 
which in many cases, such as Jache’s severe 
autism, requires full-time supervision.

This inspired them to create an alterna-
tive of a supportive and safe vocational day 
program based on an entrepreneurial tea 
shop model for their own son, and for other 
families. After three years of brainstorming, 
fundraising, collaborating and renovating, 
they opened the program in the Victorian-
style building in Great Barrington.

In addition to employment, participants 
engage in social activities and personal 
development programs such as art therapy.

ExtraSpecialTeas is an independent non-

profi t organization, supported by the Mas-
sachusetts Department of Developmental 
Services. In addition to revenues from the 
business, it is funded through public and 
private grants, corporate support, individual 
donations, and money raised through two 
annual fund-raising benefi ts.

The organization currently serves about 
20 participants. It has a six-member staff 
including program organizers, instructors 
and supervisors, an activity director and 
other support positions.

“With the opening of the Housatonic shop 
and its related activities, we hope to serve an 
additional 10 people,” said Sanes.

She noted that expanding their activities, 
such as wholesaling, has an additional benefi t.

She explained that one of their primary 
goals is socialization and community involve-
ment. That includes enabling participants to 
become involved in public life, as an alterna-
tive to the separation of institutionalization 
or the isolation of remaining at home with 
no social outlets.

“The new shop and other growth provides 
additional opportunities for them to actively 
engage in the community,” she said. “For 
example, with the wholesale business, they 
will go out – with supervision – to service 
accounts.”

Ironically, one impetus for this was the 
temporary closure of the program due to 
the COVID pandemic last year. Initially, 
ExtraSpecialTeas closed its program and 
the tea shop on March 22, 2020. In July of 
last year, it resumed its program for clients 
with remote services. The tea shop remained 
closed until July of this year, when it reopened 
to the public.

“That was a major challenge, but it also 
gave us time to focus on developing ad-
ditional products and services,” said Sanes. 
“For example, we created the new teas during 
that period.”

The timeline for getting the Housatonic 
shop open has shifted from an original target 
of late October to sometime before the start 
of the new year due to diffi culty lining up 
contractors needed for the project.

“Right now, construction activity is very 
busy, and we’ve been waiting for contractors 
to become available to do the plumbing, elec-
trical and other work,” she said. “Otherwise, 
we’re ready to move in and go.”◆

ExtraSpecialTeas 
readying second 
site for blended 
business model

Rendering of the new facade for the former Housie Market in Housatonic, which is currently being transformed 
into a second location for ExtraSpecialTeas to use as a tea shop, bakery and tea-blending operation. The 
site will complement the company’s original shop on Elm Street in downtown Great Barrington (below). 

www.medwardjewelers.com STOP & SHOP PLAZA • MERRILL ROAD • PITTSFIELD • 413-442-6911

HERE’S WHAT 
MY CUSTOMERS 

ARE SAYING:
Fi ve - s t a r  s e r v i c e 
indeed!  We were 
extremely pleased 
with the credit card 
services provided 
by Don Raiche. He promptly analyzed 
our existing terms and then seamlessly 
established a new vendor account 
and terminal resulting in SIGNIFICANT 
savings.

G. Thomas Mullany, DMD
Great Barrington

I have been using Don at Berkshire 
Merchant Services for approximately 8 
years now. I cannot tell you how much 
he has helped me. I am what some may 
call “technology” challenged! Each and 
every time I have needed help Don was 
there for me. If he couldn’t help me solve 
the problem over the phone then he 
would drive down to my store to see 
me. This last visit he even installed a 
loaner machine until he resolved the 
issue. Also, I have a fantastic rate through 
Berkshire Merchant Services and would 
never think of changing. 

Shirley Cogswell 
Great Barrington Antiques Center

Don Raiche 

Member of 1Berkshire, Lee Chamber of Commerce and
the Southern Berkshire Chamber of Commerce

413-637-2100
www.BerkshireMerchantServices.com
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BY JOHN TOWNES
While the fi eld of software coding and 

development is an obvious growth sector, 
there has been an image that jobs there are 
limited to a select few with specifi c talents 
and advanced technical skills and education.

BerkshiresCanCode is a new initiative 
designed to both reduce the barriers for 
entry into these professions and expand the 
high-tech workforce available to employers 
in the region. It is preparing to launch its 
public phase with courses in related topics 
starting in early 2022.

“Many people have the aptitude for coding, 
but they don’t realize it,” said Ben Sosne, 
executive director of the Berkshire Innova-
tion Center (BIC), one of the partners in 
the project. “This initiative really meets the 
goals of BIC, which is about breaking down 
obstacles to growth here. Employers really 
need people with these skills, and it provides 
good career opportunities for local residents.”

BerkshiresCanCode is affiliated with 
a nonprofi t organization called CanCode 
Communities, based in East Greenbush, N.Y. 
(518-238-6808 or cancode.org).

It is being organized in the county as a 
partnership that includes BIC, 1Berkshire, 
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts 
(MCLA), and the Berkshire County Super-
intendents Roundtable.

Writing code is the method of communicat-
ing with computers and 
delivering instructions 
on how applications 
interact with users, 
what they perform and 
the results. Coding is 
the basis of software, 
apps, websites, and the 
business systems that 
utilize them.

In addition to the de-
velopment of applica-
tions, coding is instrumental in programming 
and customizing databases, telecommunica-
tions and other systems for users. Because of 
that, in addition to the technology industry, 
most businesses and organizations rely on 
people with coding skills to work with their 
IT systems.

CanCode Communities (originally named 
AlbanyCanCode) was founded by Annmarie 
Lanesey in 2016.

Lanesey said the organization grew out of 
her experience as president of Greane Tree 
Technology, a software and web developer 
and services provider based in Troy, N.Y.

She explained that the concept for the 
organization came to her after hiring an 
employee who had no previous education 
in writing code or programming.

“He was completely self-taught and really 
took to it,” she said. “That made me realize 
that many people have an aptitude and just 
need an opportunity to learn the basics and 
get started.”

The idea took hold. “One day I had a ‘light-
bulb moment’ when I was looking out at the 
people passing by my window in Troy,” La-
nesey recalled. “I started thinking ‘That guy 
could become a coder, so can that woman.’ I 
decided to look at what I might be able to do 
to help people realize that potential. I hadn’t 
intended to start a nonprofi t organization and 
do this full-time, but it became so inspiring 
I decided to dedicate myself to this, and it 
soon was up and running.”

Lanesey went on to establish a team of 
management and administration staff and 
instructors for the new organization. 

She added that one priority for this concept 
was to provide opportunities to underserved 
populations. “Also, as a woman in technol-
ogy, I’m very aware of the fact that there are 
comparatively few women in the industry,” 
she said. “So, one of my goals was to en-
courage more women to go into this fi eld.”

(Lanesey now works at CanCode Com-
munities full time. She continues to serve on 
a limited basis as president of Greane Tree, 
which is primarily operated by her husband, 
Joseph Payette.)

Diverse programs
CanCode Communities provides short-

term intensive courses for both beginners 
and people with experience who want to 
upgrade their skills or focus on specifi c top-
ics or software.

The organization started with an initial 
12-week introductory course in Front End 
Web Development, which attracted more 
than 80 applicants.

This course, which includes 72 hours of 
instruction, is structured around tutorials, 
assignments and projects to give students 
hands-on practice building the pieces of code 
in the front-end experience of users. They 
also learn how it relates to back-end data. It 

incorporates overviews of key tools such as 
HTML, CSS, Bootstrap, and Git and GitHub.

CanCode Communities also offers courses 
focused on more specialized topics such as 
JavaScript, Microsoft Azure, the Software 
Development Lifecycle, Python program-

ming, SQL/ETL da-
tabases, and security, 
among others.

In addition to profes-
sional development 
programs, it also pro-
vides support to teach-
ers, administrators and 
other educational staff 
in schools for grades K 
through 12 to incorpo-
rate computer literacy 

in the curriculum. It also trains educators in 
the use of applications and coding in school 
programs and operations.

A recent initiative it has developed with the 
New York State Offi ce for New Americans 
(ONA) is Immigrants Can Code, a digital lit-
eracy pilot to create a bridge for underserved 
populations to take steps towards careers in 
technology.

As a nonprofi t organization, CanCode 
Communities relies on a combination of 
government funding, corporate sponsorships, 
private grants, revenues from program fees, 
and other contributions.

Lanesey emphasized that students’ tuitions 
for classes are often covered through scholar-
ships and other funding sources.

“Many of the people we are targeting are 
not able to afford their tuition,” she said. 
“Access to underserved populations is a core 
part of our mission. Through various sources 
we are able to provide scholarships or other 
ways to cover those costs. As a result, about 
85 percent of students pay nothing.”

To better serve employers, CanCode 
Communities sponsors roundtables and 
other methods of surveying their specifi c 
needs to help develop courses that are most 
useful locally.

“For example, we developed a course for 
customized programming in Salesforce ( a 
popular management application for sales 
support) because there was a demonstrated 
need for that,” said Lanesey.

Geographic expansion
Over the past year, the program has grown 

geographically beyond its original focus on 
the Albany metro area. This was sparked 
in part by a $50,000 grant from Facebook 
in January 2020. Since then it has added 
chapters in Kingston, Saratoga, Herkimer 
and the New York City area.

BerkshiresCanCode was established as 
part of that expansion, as the fi rst region 
outside of New York state to participate.

The specifi c catalyst for BerkshiresCan-
Code was prompted by James Kupernik, 
who oversees the Pittsfi eld operations of 
VidMob, a large online advertising services 
company based in New York. The Pittsfi eld 
offi ce, which handles technical engineering 
for the company, has been in the process of 
signifi cantly expanding its workforce here, 
which is currently about 30.

“He’s a big believer in ‘boot camp’ training 
programs, and he learned about CanCode 
Communities and contacted them,” said 
Sosne. “James is also on the board of BIC, 
and we began developing this as a commu-
nity initiative.”

Sosne explained that in BIC’s communica-
tions with regional employers, rapid training 
in coding and software is often cited as a high 
priority. Career training and workforce devel-
opment is also part of BIC’s basic mission.

Initiative reduces barriers to 
entry for individuals seeking 
careers in coding profession

‘CanCode Communities’ expanding to Berkshires 

SKILLS & training

“This initiative really meets 
the goals of BIC, which is 

about breaking down obsta-
cles to growth here. Employ-
ers really need people with 
these skills, and it provides 
good career opportunities 

for local residents.”

WWW.PHOENIXMOVIES.NET

CALL (413) 358-4780
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DOWNLOAD OUR NEW APP TODAY
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Dana Bixby Architecture
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BerkshiresCanCode’s first project here 
was a training module for the Berkshire 
County Superintendents Roundtable, an 
organization representing school superin-
tendents in the county.

In July CanCode held its first employers’ 
roundtable in the Berkshires.

On Nov. 2 BerkshiresCanCode held an 
all-day program at the BIC consisting of 
three workshops for K-12 educators in the 
Berkshires, in coordina-
tion with the Berkshire 
County Superinten-
dents Roundtable.

Lanesey said topics 
of those workshops 
included Cybersecurity 
and Digital Hygiene, 
MIcrosoft Word and 
Excel for Teachers, and 
Starting a Coding Club 
at Your School.

“We’re finding that 
kids coming out of high school today are 
less digitally literate than a decade ago,” 
Lanesey said, noting that current technology 
and mobile apps place more of an emphasis 
on user interface rather than how programs 
and apps actually work.

She added that the workshop on school-
based coding clubs at schools was designed 
to give teachers guidance and resources to get 
students exposed to and involved in coding 
as part of their overall education.

In a related initiative, she said Berkshir-
esCanCode is planning to establish a coding 
club at the BIC in collaboration with Girls 
Who Code, a nonprofit organization that 
looks to increase the number of women in 
computer science.

“This would be geared toward school-age 
girls from about age 10 and up,” she said, 
adding that they hope to begin the club in 
early 2022. (For information, contact Lanesey 
at annmarie@albanycancode.org.)

Overall, the organization is still in its 
formative stages, and the details of its pro-

grams and operations are currently being 
developed by CanCode Communities and 
the founding partners of BerkshiresCan-
Code. Lanesey said they expect to hire a 
local program manager shortly.

BIC’s facility in Pittsfield is expected to 
be the physical base of BerkshiresCanCode. 
MCLA is the lead partner in terms of the 
operations and delivery of the educational 
component, in collaboration with CanCode 

Communities.
The locations and 

structure of the individ-
ual courses and mod-
ules will likely vary, 
to enable the entire 
county to be served. It 
will include courses for 
the public, students and 
staff of area schools, 
and targeted programs 
for specific businesses 
and organizations.

“When we started, everything was done 
in-person,” Lanesey noted. “Then, when 
COVID came, we had to switch to doing 
them remotely. We found that remote learn-
ing removes some barriers for people, such 
as transportation. So we expect to combine 
remote and on-site programs.”

That will be the case for initial programs 
being planned for BerkshiresCanCode. La-
nesey noted that two hybrid programs are 
currently being planned for early in the new 
year: a software training course for adults that 
will be held in coordination with MCLA, and 
digital literacy training for adults that will 
be held in partnership with the BIC. (Details 
will soon be available on the Berkshires page 
under “Communities” at cancode.org.)

Lanesey said BerkshiresCanCode’s future 
activities will be publicized on social and 
traditional media and through its partner 
organizations and sponsors of individual 
programs. For now, she suggested that any-
one interested should visit the organization’s 
website and use an email contact form there.◆

Two hybrid programs are 
currently being planned 

for early in the new year: a 
software training course for 

adults that will be held in 
coordination with MCLA, 

and digital literacy training 
for adults that will be held in 

partnership with the BIC. 
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These are testimonials of Berkshire Money 
Management (BMM) by clients of the firm. 
BMM has not provided any direct or indirect 
compensation for these testimonials.

Berkshire Money Management, Inc. (888) 232-6072 • berkshiremm.com 
161 Main Street, Dalton, MA 01226 • 322 Main Street, Great Barrington, MA 01230 

Investments in securities are not insured, protected or guaranteed and may result in loss of income and/or principal.

These are testimonials of Berkshire Money 
Management (BMM) by clients of the firm. 

“They’re the best 
decision we’ve ever made.” 

Mike & Jen
“It has been 20 years… now 
that is a ‘relationship.’” S. C.

“They’ve made our financial situation 
kind of wonderful.” Joe & Tony

“We’d like to say thank you to your en-
tire team for working with us over the 

last…many years.” A & M

“I highly recommend the 
team at BMM.” Mari R.

“During the COVID-19 pandemic, BMM leaned in and 
supported nonprofits across the county with donations 
and staff volunteers.” C. Winkler, President and CEO 

of Berkshire United Way

THIS IS MORE    
  THAN EXCITING!
THIS IS MORE   
  THAN EXCITING!
THIS IS MORE    
  THAN EXCITING!
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Berkshire Money Management, Inc. (888) 232-6072 • berkshiremm.com 
161 Main Street, Dalton, MA 01226 • 322 Main Street, Great Barrington, MA 01230 
Best of Berkshires” survey is based solely on the number of votes received by the listed entity. The survey 
does not offer voters specific criteria or factors that define “best.” The judgment factors used by voters are 
not known to the survey sponsor or BMM. Appearance on the “Best of Berkshires” list should not be construed 
as an endorsement of BMM’s investment skill or acumen or an endorsement by any regulatory or government 
body. BMM promotes the survey in its marketing materials and makes active efforts to encourage voting but 
has not provided any financial remuneration to the survey sponsor or voters.

“I think their best quality 
is making my priorities 

THEIR priority.” Alex H.
“We are proud to call their team a partner 

in making the Berkshires an excellent 
place to live, work, play and invest.” 

Ben Lamb, 1Berkshire“Because you gave, so many more Berkshire 
neighbors are able to stay safe and healthier 

at home! No small thing at this time!” 
Jane Ralph, Construct, Inc.

“Thank you for taking two of our daughters 
and their families under your wing, I cannot 

tell you how important that is.” 
The Campbells

“You are by far the most proactive, 
hands-on financial advisors I have 

ever had.” Michael. F.

“Thank you for exposing the scam that would have had 
me sending a very big check to a very phony lawyer.” B. C.

“Thank you for your part in helping us to 
more than double our net worth in the last ten 

years. And thank you for your low fees. ” 
Bruce & Sue

“It is my good fortune to have worked with the team at 
Berkshire Money Management for over two decades.” M.R.

THIS IS MORE    
  THAN EXCITING!
THIS IS MORE    
  THAN EXCITING!
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Those innovations included a partnership 
for the 2020-21 school year that created 
Community Learning in the Berkshires (also 
known as CLuB), a learning program for 
kids whose parents were unable to stay at 
home with them. The program continued to 
operate outdoors throughout the fall, winter 
and spring.

Rundle emphasized that Flying Cloud was 
able to accomplish this as a collaboration 
with schools, other community organizations, 
benefactors and the public. “These were real 
community efforts,” she said.

With schools returning to more normal op-
erations this fall, that specifi c program is not 
continuing. However, Rundle said it paved 
the way for a variety of new approaches and 
inspired a broader mission for Flying Cloud.

Flying Cloud Institute was started as a 
small summer educational camp based on 
a 200-acre colonial farmstead in the south-
ern Berkshire town of New Marlborough, 
operated by Jane and Lawrence Burke with 
David Schwarz.

Jane Burke, whose background included 
a graduate degree in science education 
while also being ceramic artist, saw a need 
for additional learning opportunities in the 
Berkshires. She received a small grant to 
set up a summer program on the property.

That led to the formation of the Flying 
Cloud Institute in 1984 as a center for commu-
nity education specializing in environmental 
education, energy and land conservation, 
and the arts.

The name stems from an observation 
Burke’s father made when he fi rst saw the 
property, describing the house and site as 
looking like the Flying Cloud clipper ship.

Initially focused on activities on the prop-
erty, in 1988 Flying Cloud also began offering 
programs in area schools. It has since grown 
into a multifaceted organization (www.fl y-
ingcloudinstitute.org) that is funded by grants 
donations and earned income through fees.

Flying Cloud moved to offices at 20 
Stockbridge Rd. in Great Barrington in 2017. 
At the same time, Burke retired and Rundle 
succeeded her as director. Rundle, who was 
born in Richmond, has a background combin-
ing work as a union organizer, teaching, and 
working on the staff at the Gould Farm thera-
peutic residential community in Monterey.

Her enthusiasm for Flying Cloud’s ap-
proach was sparked by the positive experi-
ence her daughter had in their programs.

Currently the organization offers programs 
through 11 public schools, Bard College at 
Simon’s Rock, Berkshire Community Col-
lege and other sites. It serves over 2,000 
youth and local educators annually.

Flying Cloud has a full-time staff of fi ve, 

which is augmented by artists and others who 
work on residencies and in summer programs. 
There is also a corps of volunteers who serve 
as mentors and in other capacities.

Interdisciplinary learning
Flying Cloud Institute’s motto is “Where 

Science Meets Art,” which is also applied to 
the names of programs as S•M•Art.

From the beginning, Flying Cloud em-
phasized hands-on interdisciplinary learning 
that incorporated both science and the arts. 
Its activities cover subjects ranging from 
nature and the environment to physics, tech-
nology, geology and other fi elds, as well as 
the creative arts.

In a sense, Flying Cloud was ahead of 
its time as a harbinger of what has become 
a national recognition of the importance of 
integrating differing disciplines in education.

It was founded in an era when education 
and career paths were seen as separate, 
with clear distinctions between the roles of 
engineers, scientists, artists and other fi elds.

The concept of broadening education has 
since become more prominent nationally. It 
includes what is now known as STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering and math) to 
prepare students in those fi elds. This has led 
to a broader approach known as STEAM, 
which adds the arts and creative fi elds.

“The role of science and art together is 
bigger than either of them on their own,” said 
Rundle. ”They both are vital for innovation 
and problem solving.”

She added that children are inherently 
multifaceted. “We are all born as scientists, 

makers and artists,” she said. “Our goal is 
to enable students to retain those qualities.”

This is refl ected in Flying Cloud’s em-
phasis on experimentation, and applying 
knowledge and practical skills in projects 
that are engaging and draw upon a variety 
of skills and approaches. Its programs and 
projects incorporate elements such as car-
pentry, robotics, performance, fi lmmaking, 
data analysis, 3D printing and many others.

Flying Cloud offers this approach in 
several settings and formats. Their core 
programs are S•M•Art Schools, S•M•Art 
Studios and Young Women in Science.

Through S•M•Art Schools, teams of edu-
cators, artists, scientists and engineers bring 
multi-week residencies into public schools, 
offering student-led projects and showcases 
of learning for the community. These are 
tailored to meet specifi c state educational 
requirements for grade levels.

“Our teams lead the students in hands-on 
investigation of a subject within the state 
standards,” said Rundle. “The students cre-
ate projects and presentations based on what 
they learn.”

As one example, in early 2020, fourth grad-
ers at Undermountain Elementary School in 
Sheffi eld explored physics and dance with 
Flying Cloud educator Rachel Gall and lo-
cal dancer Tom Truss in a program called 
Dynamic Dance. They learned concepts of 
speed, kinetic and potential energy, collision 
and energy transfer through dance and move-
ment. Students conducted experiments with 
ramps and rolling objects, creating a drum 
rhythm through the ramps. It concluded with 
a presentation in which the students invited 
younger students to their Exploration Sta-
tions and taught them about physics through 
hands-on activities and dance.

In another program called The Mov-
ing Mantle, seventh and eighth graders at 
Monument Valley Regional Middle School 
in Great Barrington explored earth science 
through sculpture, animation and geologic 
investigations. They produced stop-motion 
clay animations that modeled changes in the 
Earth’s crust over geologic time.

S•M•Art Studios includes after-school 
programs, activities offered to homeschool-

Flying Cloud Institute
continued from page 1
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Above: Tia Damman (second from right), lead software quality assurance engineer at General Dynamics Mission Systems in Pittsfi eld, provides clues about what 
her job involves to students trying to guess her profession at the start of a Girls Science Club meeting at Reid Middle School in Pittsfi eld on Nov. 3. Sitting in on 
the discussion is Maria Rundle (second from left), executive director of Flying Cloud Institute, which coordinates the Girls Science Clubs as part of its broader 
Young Women in Science program. Rundle (shown below outside the school) notes that these programs have just recently been able to resume on an in-person 
basis this fall after being held remotely for the 2020-21 academic year. “We are really happy to be back in Pittsfi eld schools again for these programs,” she says.
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ers, and programs during school breaks and 
summer programs.

On some programs Flying Cloud partners 
with Greenagers, an organization that en-
gages teens and young 
adults in meaningful 
work in environmental 
conservation, sustain-
able farming, natural 
resource management, 
and vocational skill 
building. Greenagers is based at the April 
Hill Education and Conservation Center, a 
historic house and 100 acres adjacent to the 
Appalachian Trail in South Egremont.

At April Hill, students participate in ac-
tivities that incorporate art, science, outdoor 
exploration and performing arts.

Some programs also take place at the 
original Flying Cloud property.

A third focus is Young Women in Science, 
a program offered for free to underserved 
female-identifi ed youth in Berkshire County. 
It includes after-school Girls Science Clubs, 
youth mentorship programs, STEM summer 
workshops, and conferences for Women in 
STEM, an international organization working 
with high schools globally to inspire and em-
power young women to participate in STEM.

The program focuses on girls who might 
have an inclination for STEM but fi nd little 
encouragement or opportunity to interact 
with women professionals who would serve 
as role models. It also works to overcome 
an ingrained perception that girls are not 
well suited to these careers. It emphasizes 
mentorship and participation of women in 
these professions, hands-on engagement, 
and intentional identity-building practices.

Flying Cloud also offers professional 
development workshops for educators.

Pandemic adjustments
While Flying Cloud has been able to con-

tinue offering programs during the COVID 
pandemic, Rundle said they have had to 
make adjustments to their usual approach as 
conditions and circumstances evolved. This 
included a change to remote programming, 
and strategies to ensure social distancing and 
safety for programs that were held in person.

“In March [2020] when things were closed 
down, we made the shift to remote learning 
within a 24-hour turnaround,” said Rundle. 
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The COVID pandemic has tested 
the ingenuity of many businesses 

and organizations.
As a nonprofit educational orga-

nization whose mission is to foster 
ingenuity and innovation among 
students, the Flying Cloud Institute 
in Great Barrington has needed to 
apply those same principles to its 
own operations and programs.

Among other disruptions sparked 
by the pandemic, schools and parents 
last year were struggling with the shift 
from classrooms to remote learning.

The staff of Flying Cloud and its 
community partners rose to that 
challenge with, well, flying colors, 
according to Maria Rundle, the orga-
nization’s executive director.

“Everyone pulled together and 
figured how to deliver our program-
ming on a safe basis within the re-
quirements of social distancing,” said 
Rundle. “So we were able to continue 
to operate almost uninterrupted. We 
even broadened our scope to meet 
additional needs.”

continued on page 14

FLYING CLOUD INSTITUTE 
SOARS THROUGH PANDEMIC’S 

CHALLENGES WITH INNOVATIVE 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS THAT 
KEEP KIDS ENGAGED, INSPIRED

Accent 
on youth

“We were then able to fi gure out how to of-
fer in-person programs again in July, while 
adhering to state protocols.”

A major change occurred with the 2020-
2021 academic year, 
when it became clear 
that schools would 
have to continue to 
rely on remote learning 
for an indefi nite period.

This created a dif-
fi cult dilemma for parents who would be 
unable to stay at home with their children 
for some or perhaps all of the school year.

Flying Cloud responded to a call by Ilana 
Steinhauer, executive director of Volunteers 
in Medicine Berkshires, who wanted to de-
velop a solution to ensure that children would 
not fall behind during this situation and that 
parents would be able to continue to work.

continued on next page

GUIDE TO PAGE 1 PHOTOS
Clockwise from top: 1. A participant in the New 
Adventures summer program for kids ages 6-14 
makes a heartfelt gesture during an art project. 
Held in July 2020 at Flying Cloud’s original site 
in New Marlborough, it was their fi rst in-person 
program after the start of the pandemic. 2. Students 
bundled up for winter weather display the results 
of a project exploring geometric shapes as part 
of CLuB, an educational program held outdoors 
during the 2020-21 academic year for kids whose 
parents could not stay home with them during the 
school day. 3. A participant in the 2021 S•M•Art 
Summer program displays her robotic creation. The 
program focuses on hand-on exploration of STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) 
disciplines. 4. Members of the Girls Science Club at 
Morningside Elementary School in Pittsfi eld display 
the results of a pH experiment conducted during an 
after-school session this fall. These clubs, part of 
the broader Young Women in Science program, look 
to inspire and empower young women to participate 
in STEM. (Photos courtesy of Flying Cloud)
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continued from previous page
This led to the formation of CLuB as a 

collaboration between those two organiza-
tions, the Southern Berkshire and Berkshire 
Hills Regional school districts, Greenagers, 
Berkshire South Regional Community Center 
and Flying Deer Nature Center.

“Parents who had to work but did not have 
access to childcare were placed in very dif-
fi cult positions when their children could not 
go to school,” explained Rundle. “We heard 
some heartbreaking stories. So we established 
this to support these families by providing 
a place their children could go during the 
day. It also incorporated other services like 
providing the students with meals.”

Rundle noted that CLuB brought an extra 
dimension to Flying Cloud, beyond its tra-
ditional educational purpose. “We expanded 
our role by meeting these additional needs,” 
she said.

During that period, Flying Cloud folded 
its other programs into that.

CLuB was set up at two locations: April 
Hill in South Egremont and Berkshire South 
Regional Community Center in Great Bar-
rington. It operated fi ve full days a week. 
During the day, students would participate 
in their respective schools’ remote learning 
classes. Other educational and recreational 
activities such as hiking, studies of the natural 
world and experiments also took place, as 
well as less goal-driven games.

The logistics were complex. About 10 hubs 
were established at the two sites that were 
designed carefully for social distancing and 
other safety precautions, while also allowing 
for interactions. A corps of adults and Greenag-
ers had to be assembled and coordinated for 
supervision, activity leadership and assistance 
in school coursework for the students.

They also had to deal with the equipment 

and technical requirements for remote learning 
and other computer-based instruction under 
less-than-ideal circumstances. Accommoda-
tions also had to be made for the fact that the 
program was oriented to being outdoors most 
of the time, including during the winter.

“We set up canvas tents with portable 
generators for heat,” said Rundle. “We also 
had lots of hot drinks and hand warmers. 
Jane Iredale supplied warm clothing. We 
also brought in someone from Colorado who 
was an expert in running winter programs to 
teach us how to do this safely.”

Rundle said that, despite the challenges, 
it worked out better than expected – even 
during the height of winter.

“It was tough, but we found you can adapt 
much better than you’d think,” she said. “It 
also helped that everyone kept active. Most 
of the time the kids didn’t seem to mind the 
cold at all.”

She added that the program fostered a 
true sense of connection and community 
at a time when that was especially needed 
due to the social and emotional effects of 
the pandemic.

Broader role
The CLuB program ended in April, when 

the schools returned to in-person learning.
Since then, Rundle said, Flying Cloud has 

been returning to something closer to normal. 
While the situation with COVID remains 
uncertain, Flying Cloud has been resuming 
its pre-pandemic mode, and returning more 
to in-person activities.

For example it recently hired Patrick 
O’Donnell, an experienced illustrator and 
educator, as S•M•Art Studio Director to 
lead vacation camp programs, after school 
MakerSpaces, and family STEAM challenge 
events. He is relaunching the MakerSpace 

COVERstory

Above: Students “log on” for remote classroom time with their school as part of CLuB, a learning program 
for kids whose parents were unable to stay at home with them during the school day. The program oper-
ated outdoors from fall 2020 to spring 2021 at locations in Egremont (shown here) and Great Barrington. It 
combined remote classroom instruction with a variety of on-site creative and recreational activities, such 
as a music class (below) led by Berkshire musician Eli Gold. (Photos courtesy of Flying Cloud Institute)
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program with a session this fall at Southern 
Berkshire Regional School District with the 
theme of “Driving Tomorrow: MAG-LEV 
Vehicles of the Future.”

“This school year has been about recovery 
and healing,” Rundle said. “Our role now is 
to offer support to schools as things return 
to normal and complement what they do.”

She added that returning to more direct in-
teractions is important.

One current priority 
is to rebuild the organi-
zation’s Young Women 
in Science program in 
the Pittsfi eld schools.

“We continued to do 
that program remotely 
in Pittsfi eld,” she said. 
“But the students there did not get the oppor-
tunity for hands-on experiences like they did 
in south county. That’s a core of what we do, 
so we want to bring that to Pittsfi eld again.”

Rundle acknowledged that, while she 
believes the CLuB program was a successful 
response to the circumstances, she does not 
envision repeating the experience on that 
basis. “I don’t think we want to go back to 
a full-time outdoor program in winter like 
that again,” she said.

Nevertheless, she said, it has had an im-
pact on the mission and approach of Flying 
Cloud Institute and will shape what they do 
moving forward.

She said that connecting more with under-
served populations has become a goal, which 
includes offering programs that meet other 
needs such as food security and providing 
childcare for working parents.

“We want to broaden our role to do more 
to serve the needs we recognized,” she said. 
“We saw, for example, how diffi cult it is for 
many families to piece together care for their 
kids on an ongoing basis.”

Rundle said it also highlighted the need 
for Flying Cloud to increase its outreach to 
a wider segment of young people. She noted 
that for programs with fees, Flying Cloud of-

fers scholarships and sliding scales to make 
them affordable.

However, she added, there are populations 
they have not been reaching.

“A deeper lesson we learned is that no 
matter how many scholarships and other 
fi nancial assistance we offer, there are kids 
who are missing out on Flying Cloud that 
we don’t know about,” she said. “Because 

of their circumstances, 
not all kids fi nd their 
way to us. The educa-
tional gap between the 
haves and the have-nots 
has widened. There is 
a segment of kids who 
receive a lot of oppor-
tunities for educational 

enrichment. But many others don’t.”
As a step in that direction, this summer 

Flying Cloud organized a fi ve-week no-fee 
enrichment camp as a pilot program, in ad-
dition to its regular summer programs.

Flying Cloud initiated it as a partner-
ship with the Southern Berkshire Regional 
School District and several other nonprofi t 
organizations.

Called SBRSD Enrichment, the program  
took place at the campus of Mount Everett 
High School in Sheffi eld and was open to 
students in the district from grades K to 5.

The students spent the mornings with 
teachers in “learning loss” sessions, to make 
up for what had not been accomplished due to 
changes related to the pandemic. They then 
spent the afternoon in activities organized and 
led by Flying Cloud and other partner orga-
nizations including WAM Theatre, Berkshire 
Pulse and the Moving Arts Exchange.

In addition to its educational purpose, 
said Rundle, the program provided childcare 
for parents and incorporated other activities 
for kids that refl ect the area’s cultural and 
recreational offerings.

“It was designed to share the best of what 
the Berkshires have to offer,” she said. “I 
called it ‘the summer money can’t buy.’”◆

“This school year has been 
about recovery and healing,” 
Rundle said. “Our role now is 
to offer support to schools as 
things return to normal and 
complement what they do.”
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BY JOHN TOWNES
As physical cash becomes increasingly 

eclipsed by credit cards and other electronic 
transactions at the cash register, the regional 
alternative paper currency BerkShares is 
going digital as well.

BerkShares Inc., the nonprofit community-
based organization that issues and manages 
the currency, is currently in the final stages 
of developing a mobile app that will enable 
consumers to establish a BerkShares digital 
wallet to make purchases at participating 
businesses and organizations using their 
smartphones.

The initiative is a sign of the times. It 
reflects the increased replacement of cash 
transactions with credit cards and mobile 
payment services such as Venmo, as well 
as the emergence of more esoteric financial 
systems such as blockchain.

“BerkShares has been a successful pro-
gram, but it has become increasingly clear that 
we needed to adapt to the fact that people are 
not using cash like they did when we started,” 
said Rachel Moriarty, program administrator 
for BerkShares Inc. “We also have talked to 
merchants, and they have wanted a version of 
BerkShares that would be more convenient 
for them and better meet their needs.”

The organization is currently in the final 
stages of testing the app, which will be 
available for free for both iOS and Android 
phones. The plan is to release it in a public 
launch following the holidays in early 2022.

As an initial incentive promotion, they 
have received $60,000 in donations to give 
away 10 digital BerkShares to the first 6,000 
Berkshire businesses and residents who 
download the app and set up a digital wallet 
(visit berkshares.org for details).

The paper BerkShares currency, which 
was introduced 15 years ago in 2006, will 
continue to be offered, operating in parallel 
with its digital counterpart.

Moriarty emphasized that, while the form 
will be different, digital BerkShares has the 
same purpose and role as the paper currency. 
Both are designed to cycle spending within 
the Berkshires by facilitating local transac-
tions, rather than sending money outside of 
the Berkshires to remote corporate headquar-
ters and financial institutions.

“The ethos and goals of BerkShares re-
main the same,” she said. “This is simply an 
evolution. We expect that digital BerkShares 
will improve on the ability of the currency 
to support the Berkshire economy.”

She added that BerkShares also has an 
important educational component as a vehicle 

to encourage and demonstrate the importance 
of spending locally, as well as fostering the 
sense of community.

“That will continue with the app, which will 
include features such as a community-oriented 
news feed and a searchable business direc-
tory,” Moriarty said. ”It will also allow us to 
better visualize in real time how local spending 
circulates throughout 
the community.”

Currently about 400 
businesses accept Berk-
Shares, primarily in the 
southern Berkshires, 
with about 140,000 
bills in circulation.

The organization 
had been considering 
moving to a digital 
currency for a while, according to Moriarty.

They decided to take the leap after being 
approached by Fennie Wang, founder and 
CEO of Humanity Cash, a company that 
is working to build “circular economies” 
through community currencies.

Wang has a background in law, finance and 
technology. Her experience includes positions 
as a securities analyst with JP Morgan and 
as a securities litigation and investigations 
associate with the law firm of Wilmer Hale, 
among others. More recently she worked with 
companies in blockchain and other alternative 
financial technologies and systems before 

launching Humanity Cash, which is registered 
as a public benefit corporation.

“I decided that I want to find ways to use 
these new financial systems and technolo-
gies such as cryptocurrency for social good, 
including supporting regional economies 
and community banks,” said Wang, whose 
company is based in New York. “I was 

familiar with Berk-
Shares as a success-
ful local currency. I 
contacted them about 
working together, and 
they agreed.”

Wang is collaborat-
ing with the organiza-
tion to develop digital 
BerkShares. “Ideally, 
the goal is to create a 

currency that eventually will be a prototype 
for a ‘white label’ system that can be adopted 
by other communities,” she said.

Digital differences
While their purpose is similar, digital 

BerkShares will operate on a different basis 
than its paper sibling.

In both forms, BerkShares are tied to U.S. 
currency held in deposit accounts at partici-
pating banks. For paper BerkShares, these 
include Lee Bank, the Pittsfield Cooperative 
Bank, and Salisbury Bank.

With the paper bills, customers exchange 
their U.S. dollars for BerkShares in person at 
the banks. To provide an additional incentive 
for using BerkShares, the exchange rate is 
95 cents U.S. for $1 in BerkShares, which 
provides a built-in discount when customers 
make purchases with them.

Merchants, in turn, can use the BerkShares 
they receive to make purchases at other par-
ticipating businesses, or they can exchange 
them at the banks for U.S. dollars. The 95-cent 
exchange means they do not receive the full 
value of dollars, however.

The digital currency will be held on ac-

count at Lee Bank and Salisbury Bank. Re-
sponding to merchant feedback, rather than 
the 95 cents to $1 dollar exchange rate, digital 
BerkShares will be exchanged at a 1:1 rate.

Customers will download and use the 
app to link their own account at any bank to 
BerkShares. They then use the app to transfer 
whatever amount they choose to create a 
digital wallet of BerkShares.

With the app, they can use their phones or 
tablets to make purchases in BerkShares at 
participating businesses, similar to how they 
would use a commercial mobile payment sys-
tem such as Venmo. The merchant subtracts 
that amount from the buyer’s BerkShares 
account and transfers it into their own.

To conduct sales, merchants can place a 
static QR code next to their cash register, 
which the customer scans and then enters 
the price and shows the cashier to confirm. 
As an alternative, a merchant can generate a 
unique QR code on their own device, which 
will automatically pull the amount from the 
customer’s BerkShares account.

BerkShares can also be used to transfer 
money from one person to another or to an 
organization. Initially, such transfers will 
have to be made with both parties at the 
same location, but an option to do that from 
different locations is being planned.

Moriarty emphasized that digital Berk-
Shares have been designed to make it as con-
venient and seamless as possible for business 
and organizations to become participants by 
signing up for BerkShares. “We talked with 
businesses and listened to their concerns 
about BerkShares, and their suggestions for 
what they wanted to see,” she said.

Vendors can handle everything related 
to BerkShares through their own app. Also, 
unlike the paper version, they do not have 
to have an account or physically go to one 
of the collaborating banks to convert them 
into U.S. dollars. “Hopefully, that will also 
allow BerkShares to geographically expand 
its network of businesses into other sections 
of the Berkshires,” Moriarty said.

Accepting digital BerkShares also enables 
businesses to conduct electronic transactions 
at a lower cost than credit cards.

“With credit cards, merchants have to pay 
a processing fee of 2 or 3 percent, which can 
add up to a significant amount, especially for a 
small business,” she said. “With BerkShares, 
they do not pay a transaction fee. There is a 
fee of 1.5 percent if they cash them out for 
U.S. dollars, but that is notably less than what 
they pay for credit card fees.”

If they use the digital BerkShares to make 
purchases at other businesses that accept 
them, they are not paying any fee, she added.

Moriarty said digital BerkShares also can 
be easily integrated with a business’s other 
accounting, inventory and payment systems.

Future features are slated to include the 
ability to offer subscriptions, loyalty programs, 
and exclusive sales for BerkShares users.

Wang noted that digital currencies also 
have the potential to strengthen and expand 
the mission of organizations like BerkShares, 
by keeping more of the money generated by 
transactions and fees within the community.

“Strengthening the local economy goes 
beyond just where the money is spent,” said 
Wang. “What also matters is where your 
money goes ultimately. When you use a large 
national system like Venmo to set up a digital 
wallet, that money is deposited at large outside 
banks with no connection or responsibility 
to the community. With a system like Berk-
Shares, it goes to community banks.”

She added it also has the potential for other 
benefits, such as providing resources to create 
funds earmarked for other social goals such 
as investing in local farms.

continued on page 23

BANKING & finance

The mobile app being developed for digital BerkShares has different features and interfaces for the con-
sumer and merchant sides of the transaction, with the goal of making the currency easier to use for both.

BerkShares 
going digital 
Local alternative currency 
preparing for public launch 
of mobile app to align with 
today’s spending patterns

“The ethos and goals of 
BerkShares remain the same. 
This is simply an evolution. 
We expect that digital Berk-
Shares will improve on the 

ability of the currency to sup-
port the Berkshire economy.”

24 Hour Monitoring & Emergency Service
• SECURITY & FIRE ALARMS • CUSTOM DESIGNS • INTRUSION DETECTION

• TALKING MEDICAL PENDANTS • HEAT LOSS MONITORING • FREE ESTIMATES

MA Lic. #1489C • NY Lic. #12000184861
www.alarmsofberkshirecounty.com

326 Springside Ave., Pitts�eld, MA
413-445-4030 • 800-370-2525

SPECIALISTS IN RESIDENTIAL MOVING & WAREHOUSING. 
LOCALLY & WORLDWIDE.

Proudly serving The Berkshires for over 90 years.
QUALITY SERVICE • COMPETITIVE RATES
A Family Owned & Operated Business Since 1923

visit our website at www.castinemovers.com

ICC MC73444
US DOT 058227

OR TOLL FREE

1•800•225•8068413•499•4982
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Berkshire County real estate transfersREAL estate
The following real Estate 
transactions are provided by 
Banker & Tradesman Real 
Estate Data Publishing. Only 
properties valued at $75,000 
or higher are included.

ADAMS
12 2nd St.
Buyer: Kelly Russell
Seller: Ellen-Mary Kelly
Price: $177,500
Mortgage: $172,175
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/16/21

27 Anthony St.
Buyer: Ellies Holdings LLC
Seller: Bernard Fryc +
Price: $130,000
Mortgage: $119,700
Lender: Pittsfi eld Coop
Date: 9/3/21

77 Bellevue Ave.
Buyer: Kamrin Levesque
Seller: Marci Levesque
Price: $150,000
Mortgage: $120,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/15/21

8 Bieniek Ave.
Buyer: Michael Cannava
Seller: Stacy Varellas +
Price: $185,000
Date: 9/13/21

5 Bobs Hill
Buyer: Stacie Morris +
Seller: Ralph Felix Jr +
Price: $280,000
Mortgage: $165,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/20/21

72 Commercial St.
Buyer: Dedominici RE LLC 
Seller: 82 Commercial 
St LLC
Price: $175,000
Mortgage: $3,500,000
Lender: D&S Linen Svcs Inc
Date: 9/22/21

82 Commercial St.
Buyer: Dedominici RE LLC
Seller: 82 Commercial 
St LLC
Price: $175,000
Date: 9/22/21

97 Commercial St.
Buyer: 97 Commercial 
St LLC 
Seller: Commercial St 
School LLC
Price: $175,000
Mortgage: $3,500,000
Lender: D&S Linen Svcs Inc
Date: 9/21/21

4 Daniels Ct.
Buyer: Morgan Shafer
Seller: Jean Rice
Price: $137,500
Mortgage: $109,900
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/23/21

8 E Orchard Ter.
Buyer: Anthony Vallone
Seller: Jeffrey Klammer
Price: $300,000
Mortgage: $215,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/3/21

87 East Rd.
Buyer: Lodge Properties 
3 LLC
Seller: David Oneil +
Price: $183,765
Date: 9/16/21

1 Grandview Ter.
Buyer: David Ronnow +
Seller: Carol Armata
Price: $250,000
Date: 9/16/21

15-18 Grove St.
Buyer: Trevor Crombie
Seller: Adams Community 
Bank
Price: $100,000
Mortgage: $80,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/30/21

30 Leonard St.
Buyer: Trisha Huggler
Seller: Brandon Lemaire +
Price: $211,000
Mortgage: $213,131
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/24/21

4 Marshall Ave.
Buyer: Abbigail Luczynski
Seller: Lisa Soule
Price: $193,000
Mortgage: $183,350
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/16/21

73 Melrose St.
Buyer: Anna Taylor
Seller: William Wood +
Price: $180,000
Mortgage: $176,739
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/20/21

11 Miller St.
Buyer: Jeffrey Klammer
Seller: Michael Lafl eur +
Price: $346,000
Date: 9/1/21

95 Orchard St.
Buyer: Stephen Ryan +
Seller: Barbara Kittler
Price: $475,000
Mortgage: $380,000
Lender: Envoy Mtg
Date: 9/22/21

13 West St.
Buyer: Candace Adams
Seller: Anthony Hart +
Price: $150,000
Mortgage: $142,500
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/16/21

BECKET
77 Algerie Rd.
Buyer: Zhen Ma
Seller: Ruby Realty LLC
Price: $349,900
Mortgage: $262,400
Lender: Quontic Bank
Date: 9/8/21

49 Lady Lucille
Buyer: Eileen Corrigan
Seller: Michael Fregeau +
Price: $415,000
Date: 9/1/21

1052 Main St.
Buyer: Ike Amrod +
Seller: Jane Archambeau
Price: $85,000
Date: 9/22/21

50 Maple St.
Buyer: Eric Roos
Seller: Thomas Goundrey
Price: $156,000
Date: 9/9/21

337 Silver Leaf Dr.
Buyer: Aaron Mead
Seller: Lawler FT +
Price: $210,000
Mortgage: $199,500
Lender: Total Mtg Svcs
Date: 9/7/21

CHESHIRE
122 Church St.
Buyer: Berkshire Bear 
Invs LLC
Seller: Eugene Legrand +
Price: $201,000
Mortgage: $150,750
Lender: NBT Bank
Date: 9/20/21

67 Dublin Rd.
Buyer: Crown 
Communities LLC
Seller: Pine Valley MHC 
LLC
Price: $900,000
Date: 9/14/21

100 Dublin Rd.
Buyer: Crown 
Communities LLC
Seller: Pine Valley MHC 
LLC
Price: $900,000
Date: 9/14/21

278 E Harbor Rd.
Buyer: Nicholas Barber +
Seller: Mathew Lincoln +
Price: $450,000
Mortgage: $360,000
Lender: Amer Airlines FCU
Date: 9/13/21

80 Fales Rd.
Buyer: April Varellas +
Seller: David Magistro +
Price: $480,000
Mortgage: $290,000
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/13/21

90 North St.
Buyer: Scott Nash
Seller: PN&Anne T 
Tietgens RET +
Price: $234,500
Mortgage: $222,775
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/21/21

81-101 South St.
Buyer: Christopher Cuevas
Seller: Stephen Richardson +
Price: $286,500
Mortgage: $281,300
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/14/21

675 Stafford Hill Rd.
Buyer: Kurt Deneault +
Seller: Lillian Zeller
Price: $420,000
Date: 9/20/21

CLARKSBURG
59 Brooks Hts.
Buyer: Brian Adelt +
Seller: Kevin Fitzpatrick
Price: $260,000
Mortgage: $233,740
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/1/21

164 Cross Rd.
Buyer: Adam Garner +
Seller: Ian Cooke +
Price: $220,000
Mortgage: $216,015
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/15/21

105 Horrigan Rd.
Buyer: Debra Leja +
Seller: Michael Lapierre +
Price: $349,900
Mortgage: $279,920
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/7/21

511 N Eagle St.
Buyer: Nathan Pierre
Seller: Michael Merrill +
Price: $120,000
Mortgage: $121,212
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/17/21

West Rd.
Buyer: Benjamin Svenson
Seller: Peter Dolle
Price: $350,000
Date: 9/29/21

DALTON
11 Eleanor Rd.
Buyer: Alliance Properties 
LLC
Seller: Eric Wigglesworth +
Price: $142,000
Date: 9/2/21

98 Frederick Dr.
Buyer: Travis Polidore +
Seller: Leduc FT +
Price: $425,000
Mortgage: $340,000
Lender: TD Bank
Date: 9/21/21

196 Grange Hall Rd.
Buyer: Brian Butler
Seller: Clarence Green 
2020 RET +
Price: $250,700
Mortgage: $181,165
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 9/30/21

66 Greenridge Dr.
Buyer: Daniel Sweetser +
Seller: Wayne Bailey +
Price: $236,000
Mortgage: $231,725
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/29/21

146 Johnson Rd.
Buyer: Benjamin Girard +
Seller: A&Judith Leblanc 
RET +
Price: $643,000
Date: 9/20/21

875 Main St.
Buyer: Matthew Cedar +
Seller: Britany Sullivan
Price: $264,500
Mortgage: $251,275
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/20/21

35-37 Mill St.
Buyer: Final Harbor Farm 
LLC
Seller: 3 Sharp NT +
Price: $215,000
Mortgage: $188,000
Lender: Pinnacle Fncl
Date: 9/30/21

180 North St.
Buyer: Christine Ryan
Seller: Justin Kincaid +
Price: $312,000
Mortgage: $249,600
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/17/21

151 Sleepy Hollow
Buyer: Barbara Martin
Seller: Richard Farley +
Price: $402,500
Mortgage: $362,250
Lender: Rocket Mtg
Date: 9/30/21

100 Warren Ave.
Buyer: Jeremy Haven +
Seller: Lawrence Clingman
Price: $178,500
Mortgage: $169,575

Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/3/21

156 Washington Mountain
Buyer: Nicholas Girard
Seller: FE Garshelis RET 
1997 +
Price: $750,000
Mortgage: $600,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/17/21

Yvonne Dr. (rear)
Buyer: Shawn Maschino +
Seller: Phoebe Honig RET +
Price: $350,000
Date: 9/13/21

150 North St. U:H
Buyer: Kathleen Fresia
Seller: Roberta Stewart
Price: $170,000
Date: 9/16/21

EGREMONT
45 Blunt Rd.
Buyer: Daniel Latzman +
Seller: Eric Tidd +
Price: $494,500
Mortgage: $400,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/15/21

49 Blunt Rd.
Buyer: Cami Hoffman +
Seller: Ellen Shaby
Price: $580,000
Mortgage: $464,000
Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 9/16/21

183 Egremont Plain Rd.
Buyer: CBL NT +
Seller: Neeves Kathleen Est +
Price: $285,000
Mortgage: $228,000
Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 9/30/21

17 Mount Washington Rd.
Buyer: Brian Budak +
Seller: Donald Vantasseel 2nd +
Price: $225,000
Date: 9/30/21

104 Mount Washington Rd.
Buyer: Daniel Levinson
Seller: Gregg Massini
Price: $505,000
Date: 9/28/21

Phillips Rd.
Buyer: Michael Kinna +
Seller: Burdsall Walter Est +
Price: $200,000
Date: 9/16/21

FLORIDA
16 Mohawk Trail
Buyer: Donald Saunders Jr
Seller: Raymond Burdick +
Price: $75,000
Date: 9/3/21

47 Moores Rd.
Buyer: Allen Collins
Seller: Beebe Francis Jr Est +
Price: $125,000
Mortgage: $40,000
Lender: Country Bank
Date: 9/15/21

GREAT
BARRINGTON

158 Alford Rd.
Buyer: Anthony Radice +
Seller: Jeffrey Mann +
Price: $1,160,000
Date: 9/30/21

Blue Hill Rd. Lot 1
Buyer: Jinn Kim +
Seller: William Nolan
Price: $300,000
Date: 9/22/21

Blue Hill Rd. Lot 3
Buyer: Jinn Kim +
Seller: William Nolan
Price: $300,000
Date: 9/22/21

97 Brush Hill Rd.
Buyer: David Katzoff
Seller: John Paskus
Price: $533,000
Mortgage: $453,050
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/14/21

9 Button Down Ln.
Buyer: JW Aronson RET 
2015 +
Seller: Button Down Lane 
IRT +
Price: $3,000,000
Date: 9/24/21

102 Castle Hill Ave.
Buyer: Kathleen Triem +
Seller: Jeri Frucker

Price: $525,000
Date: 9/1/21

13 E Mountain Rd.
Buyer: Fredric Kasner
Seller: Matt Gaston
Price: $715,000
Date: 9/23/21

54 Hollenbeck Ave.
Buyer: Laura Garnett +
Seller: Ronald Banks +
Price: $975,000
Mortgage: $675,000
Lender: Wells Fargo
Date: 9/1/21

107 Lake Mansfi eld Rd.
Buyer: Meriweather Clark-
Connors +
Seller: Bard College
Price: $485,000
Mortgage: $412,250
Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 9/23/21

232 Main St.
Buyer: James Hendrick
Seller: Great Barrington 
Masonic
Price: $850,000
Date: 9/20/21

497 Main St.
Buyer: Jerzy Szachniewicz +
Seller: Franciscus Vanderwerf
Price: $319,000
Mortgage: $239,250
Lender: Total Mtg Svcs
Date: 9/16/21

3 Omega Rd.
Buyer: Alexander Sohn +
Seller: Elise Titel +
Price: $850,000
Mortgage: $680,000
Lender: Wm Raveis Mtg
Date: 9/2/21

82 Railroad St.
Buyer: OBCC LLC
Seller: 82 Railroad St LLC
Price: $500,000
Date: 9/28/21

52, 54 River St.
Buyer: Cynthia Mccallister
Seller: Michael Goldberg +
Price: $750,000
Date: 9/3/21

140 Taconic Ave.
Buyer: Daniel Driscoll +
Seller: John Whalen +
Price: $625,000
Mortgage: $548,250
Lender: Brighton Bk
Date: 9/30/21

39 Welcome St.
Buyer: Robert Kraus
Seller: Loris Mullins +
Price: $375,000
Mortgage: $300,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 9/30/21

34 Bridge St. U:208
Buyer: Suzanne Wingate-
Smith
Seller: Powerhouse Square 
1 LLC
Price: $395,000
Date: 9/16/21

8 Forest Row U:8
Buyer: Maryelizabeth Merritt
Seller: Robin Zeamer
Price: $280,000
Date: 9/21/21

HANCOCK
6 Estes Rd.
Buyer: Kevin Blanco
Seller: Andrew Shaw +
Price: $400,000
Mortgage: $320,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/10/21

40 Tower Mountain Rd.
Buyer: Matthew Gustavis +
Seller: 92 Tower Mtn Rd 
Rlty LLC
Price: $400,000
Mortgage: $320,000

Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/28/21

Corey Rd. U:261
Buyer: Martin Hanson +
Seller: Shoresh LLC
Price: $92,500
Date: 9/22/21

Corey Rd. U:B
Buyer: Paul Desantis +
Seller: Patrick Mangin +
Price: $170,000
Date: 9/3/21

Corey Rd. U:12
Buyer: Kim Taddoni
Seller: Vincent Mosdar +
Price: $165,000
Date: 9/24/21

37 Corey Rd. U:172
Buyer: James Feeney +
Seller: Howard Kleinbaum +
Price: $85,000
Date: 9/30/21

37 Corey Rd. U:63
Buyer: Andrew Balcom +
Seller: Sperber T +
Price: $265,000
Mortgage: $212,000
Lender: Pittsfi eld Coop
Date: 9/10/21

HINSDALE
Longview Ave. Lot 2
Buyer: Martin Becker +
Seller: John Goddard +
Price: $219,000
Date: 9/29/21

Longview Ave. Lot 3
Buyer: Martin Becker +
Seller: John Goddard +
Price: $219,000
Date: 9/29/21

1224 Washington Rd.
Buyer: Jill Mcchesney
Seller: Pepblp T +
Price: $519,000
Date: 9/8/21

LANESBORO
162 Bailey Rd.
Buyer: Yan Li
Seller: Michael Pomarole
Price: $410,000
Mortgage: $307,500
Lender: Quontic Bank
Date: 9/29/21

Chickatabot Ave.
Buyer: Mark Minnichelli +
Seller: Lee Thorpe Sr +
Price: $160,000
Date: 9/30/21

34 Meadow Ln.
Buyer: Edline Jean-Louis
Seller: Ralph Schwarzer Jr
Price: $297,500
Mortgage: $301,929
Lender: Amer Fin Network
Date: 9/1/21

44 S Main St.
Buyer: Kevin Dechaine
Seller: Robert Pruyne +
Price: $225,000
Mortgage: $180,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/30/21

580 S Main St. U:102
Buyer: Candida Rufo
Seller: Michael 
Nykorchuck +
Price: $132,000
Mortgage: $82,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/20/21

580 S Main St. U:2-2
Buyer: Georgette Swistak
Seller: Patricia Monti
Price: $115,000
Mortgage: $92,000
Lender: Westfi eld Bank
Date: 9/21/21

LEE

16 Chanterwood Rd.
Buyer: John Toole +
Seller: Stanley Rosen
Price: $495,000
Date: 9/27/21

55, 75, 85 Circular Ave.
Buyer: Susan Ades +
Seller: Susan Ades
Price: $250,000
Date: 9/21/21

465 Devon Rd.
Buyer: Justin Thomson +
Seller: Evan Laudon
Price: $440,000
Mortgage: $240,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/24/21

500 Devon Rd.
Buyer: Jonathan Blum +
Seller: Vincent Dicianni LT +
Price: $1,100,000
Mortgage: $548,000
Lender: Cross Country Mtg
Date: 9/30/21

75 East St.
Buyer: William Baumann +
Seller: Suzanne Hughes FT +
Price: $650,000
Mortgage: $500,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 9/30/21

560 East St.
Buyer: Corey Sparks +
Seller: Courtney Scapin
Price: $295,000
Date: 9/24/21

100 Highfi eld Dr.
Buyer: Donald Reichman +
Seller: David Johnson +
Price: $567,000
Mortgage: $200,000
Lender: Rocket Mtg
Date: 9/1/21

221 Main St.
Buyer: Madison County 
Prop Corp
Seller: Elmain LLC
Price: $1,395,000
Mortgage: $1,000,000
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 9/27/21

30 Maritta Ave.
Buyer: Mclaughlin LT +
Seller: John Markunas +
Price: $410,000
Date: 9/30/21

2 Navin Hts.
Buyer: Dena Bancroft
Seller: Karen Rizzardini
Price: $495,000
Date: 9/20/21

140 Old Pleasant St.
Buyer: Stephen Bynack +
Seller: Walter Peltier Jr +
Price: $277,400
Mortgage: $272,375
Lender: Total Mtg Svcs
Date: 9/2/21

105 Paul Dr.
Buyer: Kyle Pettibone +
Seller: Karen Murphy
Price: $379,000
Mortgage: $303,200
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/24/21

96 Railroad St.
Buyer: Andrew Consolati
Seller: Keith Oneil
Price: $230,000
Mortgage: $206,770
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/2/21

22 Robert St.
Buyer: Jenny Sharron
Seller: David Mougin
Price: $190,000
Date: 9/3/21

85 Saint James Ave.
Buyer: Christopher Miller +
Seller: Wayne Miller +
Price: $260,000
Mortgage: $234,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/27/21

25 Summer St.
Buyer: Daniel Fairaux +
Seller: Michael Scolforo
Price: $185,000
Mortgage: $138,750
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/3/21

331 Washington Mountain
Buyer: Christopher Spratt
Seller: David Gilmore
Price: $370,000
Mortgage: $231,000
Lender: William Hall
Date: 9/24/21

880 East St. U:16D
Buyer: Howard Eisler
Seller: Cleofe Peckio
Price: $280,000
Mortgage: $280,000
Lender: County Mtg
Date: 9/1/21

880 East St. U:300B
Buyer: Brian Donlan +
Seller: Christopher Hover +
Price: $205,000
Mortgage: $153,750
Lender: Rocket Mtg
Date: 9/22/21

880 East St. U:500B
Buyer: Michael Chiappone +
Seller: RS&Edna M  
Shenkel RET +
Price: $360,000
Date: 9/10/21

770 Summer St. U:16B
Buyer: Dale Kutzbach +
Seller: JNJ NT +
Price: $655,000
Date: 9/10/21

LENOX
8 Barberry Ln.
Buyer: William Wood
Seller: Samantha Herrick
Price: $411,000
Date: 9/10/21

52 Cliffwood St.
Buyer: Edward Dyer +
Seller: Jana & Neil Purdy FT +
Price: $680,000
Mortgage: $544,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/29/21

847 East St.
Buyer: Donald Daly +
Seller: Daly Walter Est +
Price: $250,000
Mortgage: $200,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/9/21

26 Franklin St.
Buyer: Crystal Jarek
Seller: Pennys Whim LLC
Price: $320,000
Mortgage: $256,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/30/21

173 Housatonic St.
Buyer: 173 Housatonic LLC
Seller: Hassett FT +
Price: $530,000
Date: 9/16/21

394 Housatonic St.
Buyer: James Stephenson
Seller: B France 2014 IRT +
Price: $406,000
Mortgage: $385,700
Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 9/10/21

37 King William Rd.
Buyer: Mark Cantin +
Seller: Dawn Carberry
Price: $719,000
Mortgage: $683,050
Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 9/22/21

194 Pittsfi eld Rd.
Buyer: Housatonic Hotel LLC
Seller: Lalji Inc
Price: $1,970,000
Mortgage: $6,000,000
Lender: Central Bank
Date: 9/14/21

continued on next page

Buying or
selling we offer
a team to trust

Call Today (413) 528-4423

Let us help you manage 
your snow and ice
removal this winter

WE’RE THE PROFESSIONALS…the only company in the Berkshires 
with a nationally certified  snow professional on staff.

 Safety conscious, informed & professional…that’s what you get 
when you hire ENERGETIC.

Offering per event or seasonal contracts to take the guess work out of your budgeting process.

ENERGETIC
 4 1 3 - 4 4 2 - 4 8 7 3

A certified member of

BEFORE THE SNOW FALLS,
CALL ENERGETIC…
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continued from page 19

12 Sunset Ave.
Buyer: Stephen Lacey +
Seller: Stanley Pederson +
Price: $675,000
Mortgage: $540,000
Lender: Leader Bank
Date: 9/24/21

65 Taconic St.
Buyer: Daniel Pignatelli
Seller: Michael Pignatelli +
Price: $300,000
Mortgage: $140,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/30/21

24 Tucker St.
Buyer: Joanne Krupp
Seller: Robert Stapleton +
Price: $529,900
Date: 9/30/21

109 Undermountain Rd.
Buyer: Devin Brennan +
Seller: Rayal Mass LLC
Price: $1,830,000
Mortgage: $1,464,000
Lender: Citibank
Date: 9/16/21

45 Walker St.
Buyer: 45 Walker LLC
Seller: Schulze Lenox 
Prop LLC
Price: $1,200,000
Mortgage: $840,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/29/21

501 Walker St.
Buyer: Stanley Bolton +
Seller: Henry Fulford
Price: $538,500
Date: 9/23/21

30 Clifden St. U:1-2
Buyer: John Plotkin
Seller: Dale Kutzbach +
Price: $440,000
Date: 9/24/21

Evergreen Trail U:9
Buyer: Stephen Ashman +
Seller: Mccord Patricia Est +
Price: $429,500
Date: 9/15/21

Fairwynds U:34
Buyer: Zanchi FT +
Seller: Mark Pendrock +
Price: $1,185,000
Date: 9/9/21

260 Pittsfield Rd. U:D13
Buyer: David Ross +
Seller: Miller Place LLC
Price: $170,000
Date: 9/9/21

260 Pittsfield Rd. U:F3
Buyer: Carlos Pardo +
Seller: Anita Bluestone +
Price: $175,000
Mortgage: $169,750
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/13/21

260 Pittsfield Rd. U:F5
Buyer: Clark Wallace
Seller: Melvin Pelletz +
Price: $138,500
Date: 9/3/21

MONTEREY
26 7 Arts Rd.
Buyer: Elizabeth Marino +
Seller: Seven Arts 
Properties LLC
Price: $595,000
Mortgage: $476,000
Lender: US Bank
Date: 9/17/21

118 Beartown Mountain Rd.

Buyer: Jason Williams +
Seller: Katherine Kraft LT +
Price: $700,000
Mortgage: $548,000
Lender: Rocket Mtg
Date: 9/13/21

255 Hupi Rd.
Buyer: Sarah Andre +
Seller: Kathleen Potoski +
Price: $765,000
Mortgage: $343,330
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/23/21

6 Limerock Ln.
Buyer: Lime Rock Lane NT +
Seller: Richard Edelstein
Price: $725,000
Date: 9/24/21

40 Sandisfield Rd.
Buyer: Sarah Varney
Seller: Shawn Tryon +
Price: $296,500
Mortgage: $266,850
Lender: Lee Bank
Date: 9/23/21

27 Swann Rd.
Buyer: Herbert Greenhalgh 
3rd +
Seller: William Lambert
Price: $152,000
Date: 9/3/21

MOUNT
WASHINGTON

47 Club Grounds Rd.
Buyer: Christopher Blum +
Seller: BD Hallig T +
Price: $850,000
Mortgage: $595,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/15/21

8 Plantain Pond Rd.
Buyer: Wesley Filkins
Seller: James Filkins +
Price: $335,000
Mortgage: $335,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/17/21

West Rd.
Buyer: Dania Jekel RET +
Seller: Andrea Loewenstein
Price: $250,000
Date: 9/2/21

West Rd.
Buyer: Dania Jekel RET +
Seller: George Lowenstein
Price: $250,000
Date: 9/27/21

NEW
MARLBORO

118 Corser Hill Rd.
Buyer: James Nadler +
Seller: William Garrett +
Price: $935,000
Mortgage: $535,000
Lender: Morgan Stanley
Date: 9/30/21

1688 Hartsville New
Buyer: RP Associates LLC
Seller: Caleb Roepe +
Price: $575,000
Date: 9/24/21

103 Hayes Hill Rd.
Buyer: Tomas Kubinek
Seller: John Bellinger +
Price: $375,000
Date: 9/28/21

NORTH ADAMS
44 Ashland St.
Buyer: Nathan Brown
Seller: Sherie Smith

Price: $158,000
Mortgage: $126,400
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/30/21

71-73 Beaver St.
Buyer: Shannon Nicol
Seller: David Cliff-Oshman +
Price: $170,000
Date: 9/27/21

32 Bradley St.
Buyer: Mary Eade
Seller: Linda Grande +
Price: $259,700
Mortgage: $207,760
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/13/21

102 Brooklyn St.
Buyer: Elizabeth Bledsoe
Seller: Mark Kline
Price: $185,000
Date: 9/8/21

450 Church St.
Buyer: Nicholas Rigger +
Seller: William Meranti
Price: $204,000
Mortgage: $163,200
Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 9/10/21

490 Church St.
Buyer: Jessica Hoynoski
Seller: Alejandro Berrios +
Price: $255,000
Mortgage: $242,250
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/1/21

25 College Ave.
Buyer: Leonard Giroux Jr +
Seller: Bruce Twombly 
RET +
Price: $212,000
Mortgage: $169,600
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/10/21

57 Davenport St.
Buyer: Pierce Clifford-Brown
Seller: Iris Management LLC
Price: $195,000
Mortgage: $185,250
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/1/21

419-421 E Main St.
Buyer: 419-421 East Main 
St LLC
Seller: Pamela Lillie
Price: $160,000
Date: 9/20/21

596 E Main St.
Buyer: Caitlynn Finnegan +
Seller: Karen Birch
Price: $173,950
Mortgage: $175,707
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/29/21

20 E Quincy St.
Buyer: Andrew Fitch
Seller: Samir Maher +
Price: $203,000
Mortgage: $162,400
Lender: Guaranteed Rate
Date: 9/13/21

235 E Quincy St.
Buyer: Kyle Danforth
Seller: Advanta IRA Svcs LLC
Price: $110,000
Date: 9/9/21

54 East St.
Buyer: Michael Strizzi
Seller: Jon Wheeler
Price: $187,000
Mortgage: $187,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/13/21

29 Gunther St.
Buyer: Mary Beaudin
Seller: Robert Felix +
Price: $205,000
Mortgage: $152,500
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/17/21

230 Houghton St.
Buyer: Berkshire Gateway 
Inv
Seller: Barbara Spear
Price: $170,000
Mortgage: $153,000
Lender: PS Funding
Date: 9/28/21

232 Houghton St.
Buyer: Berkshire Gateway 
Inv
Seller: Barbara Spear
Price: $170,000
Mortgage: $153,000
Lender: PS Funding
Date: 9/28/21

62 Liberty St.
Buyer: Bryan Josephs +
Seller: Craig Rivard +
Price: $188,000
Mortgage: $180,000
Lender: Linda Josephs
Date: 9/20/21

70 Lois St.
Buyer: Julia Kleederman
Seller: Stephen Edwards +
Price: $275,000
Date: 9/15/21

25 Rich St.
Buyer: Scott Hosier
Seller: Foley Capital LLC
Price: $246,000
Mortgage: $248,484
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/28/21

1190 S State Rd.
Buyer: Langenback 
Properties LLC
Seller: David Bond +

Price: $110,100
Mortgage: $108,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/24/21

282 State Rd.
Buyer: Kurt Christian +
Seller: Linda Cardimino
Price: $125,000
Mortgage: $100,000
Lender: Nationstar
Date: 9/3/21

94 Summer St.
Buyer: Tessa Dassatti
Seller: Lawrence Murray T +
Price: $116,585
Mortgage: $93,268
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/27/21

313 W Main St.
Buyer: Diane Odonnell
Seller: Mark Wilk +
Price: $135,000
Mortgage: $132,554
Lender: Mtg Networks
Date: 9/8/21

45 Woodlawn Ave.
Buyer: Eric Spath
Seller: Suzanne Davies
Price: $225,000
Mortgage: $202,500
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/17/21

243 Union St.
Buyer: Wendell Beavers +
Seller: Larry Kurowski
Price: $294,000
Date: 9/2/21

OTIS
82 Beaver Hill Rd.
Buyer: Mark Kaplan +
Seller: George Greiner +
Price: $549,000
Mortgage: $439,200
Lender: Rocket Mtg
Date: 9/24/21

52 Drive G
Buyer: Eric Hollander +
Seller: Richard Campetti +
Price: $725,000
Mortgage: $548,200
Lender: Easthampton SB
Date: 9/1/21

101 E Shore Rd.
Buyer: Karen Twible +
Seller: David Twible +
Price: $315,000
Date: 9/22/21

110 E Shore Rd.
Buyer: Karen Twible +
Seller: David Twible +
Price: $315,000
Date: 9/22/21

55 N Lake Ave.
Buyer: Chrzan RT +
Seller: Jolanta Macdonald
Price: $450,000
Date: 9/30/21

53 Pinnacle Rd.
Buyer: Nancy Hansen +
Seller: D Solomon T +
Price: $321,000
Date: 9/10/21

Route 8
Buyer: Christopher 
Devaux +
Seller: Cynthia Baldwin
Price: $75,000
Date: 9/3/21

Route 8
Buyer: Leslie Devries
Seller: Robert Armitage
Price: $85,200
Date: 9/13/21

227 Tolland Rd.
Buyer: Slade Sohmer
Seller: Daniel Finnegan +
Price: $525,000
Mortgage: $420,000
Lender: JPMorgan Chase
Date: 9/30/21

PERU
Smith Rd.
Buyer: Tina Charter
Seller: Howard Reed Jr +
Price: $125,000
Date: 9/7/21

13 Stephanie Ln.
Buyer: David Hall +
Seller: David Coe +
Price: $449,000
Mortgage: $359,200
Lender: Movement Mtg
Date: 9/21/21

16 W Main Rd.
Buyer: Mikayla Mcmahon +
Seller: Jade Jerolmon
Price: $180,000
Mortgage: $174,600
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/27/21

PITTSFIELD
27 3rd St.
Buyer: Edward Bigelow +
Seller: Nathaniel Brookman +
Price: $145,000
Mortgage: $129,050
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 9/10/21

123 Ann Dr.
Buyer: Sriramya Gayam
Seller: Thaddeus Welch 3rd +
Price: $435,000

Mortgage: $433,000
Lender: Key Bank
Date: 9/17/21

5 Arch St.
Buyer: Cameron Guillou +
Seller: James Dipalazzo +
Price: $240,000
Mortgage: $ 140,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/3/21

113 Blythewood Dr.
Buyer: George Hammond
Seller: Pasquale Arace +
Price: $628,000
Mortgage: $635,068
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/8/21

140 Bromback St.
Buyer: Michael Duval
Seller: Richard Armstrong +
Price: $181,000
Mortgage: $174,600
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/22/21

139 Brown St.
Buyer: Ana Velez
Seller: Shaun Driscoll
Price: $204,000
Mortgage: $163,200
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/8/21

11 Burke Ave.
Buyer: Richard Laughran Jr
Seller: Corrine Fioravanti +
Price: $220,000
Mortgage: $176,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/2/21

93 Cambridge Ave.
Buyer: Whitney Oakes
Seller: Steven Andrews +
Price: $279,900
Mortgage: $223,920
Lender: Rocket Mtg
Date: 9/23/21

54 Churchill St.
Buyer: Oral Willis +
Seller: Sarah Hogue
Price: $417,000
Mortgage: $396,150
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/21/21

819 Churchill St.
Buyer: William Harrington +
Seller: Vanessa Demarco
Price: $365,000
Date: 9/20/21

21 Crane Ave.
Buyer: Marjorie Gandolfo
Seller: Tyler Virgilio
Price: $230,000
Mortgage: $40,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 9/21/21

53 Edison Ave.
Buyer: Jeffrey Drysgola +
Seller: M Matthews NT +
Price: $225,000
Mortgage: $214,692
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/3/21

17 Edward Ave.
Buyer: TCI Holdings LLC
Seller: Donahue John Est +
Price: $96,000
Mortgage: $185,000
Lender: Pinnacle Fncl
Date: 9/16/21

78 Edward Ave.
Buyer: James Law 3rd
Seller: David Wheeler
Price: $215,000
Date: 9/29/21

67 Elaine Dr.
Buyer: Kayla Blake +
Seller: Mary Gniadek
Price: $219,000
Mortgage: $208,050
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/3/21

126 Elizabeth St.
Buyer: Daniel Rapp +
Seller: Elizabeth St LLC
Price: $350,000
Date: 9/21/21

295 Elm St.
Buyer: Jordan Wilcox
Seller: Ellies Holdings LLC
Price: $230,000
Mortgage: $213,900
Lender: Guaranteed Rate
Date: 9/13/21

377 Elm St.
Buyer: Noah Gentry +
Seller: Nathan Spangler
Price: $265,000
Mortgage: $238,500
Lender: Metro CU
Date: 9/13/21

667 Elm St.
Buyer: Lisa Wilmot
Seller: Leonard Robert +
Price: $305,000
Mortgage: $244,000
Lender: Prime Lending
Date: 9/8/21

18 Ensign Ave.
Buyer: Mailyn Rodriguez
Seller: Christopher Paul Est +
Price: $192,000
Mortgage: $188,522
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/17/21

23 Farnsworth Ter.
Buyer: Broderick Goodwin 
Jr +
Seller: David Mosher +
Price: $227,000

Mortgage: $232,221
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/1/21

117 Fenn St.
Buyer: Roots & Dreams & 
Mustard Inc
Seller: Joseph Renzi
Price: $225,000
Date: 9/17/21

546 Fenn St.
Buyer: Ludwig Jean-Louis
Seller: Crea FT +
Price: $180,000
Mortgage: $176,739
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/2/21

551 Fenn St.
Buyer: Casscam Realty LLC
Seller: Francese Family 
Rlty LLC
Price: $425,000
Date: 9/15/21

168 Fort Hill Ave.
Buyer: Tyler Virgilio
Seller: Mathew Storie +
Price: $263,000
Mortgage: $236,700
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/21/21

506 Gale Ave.
Buyer: Danielle Costa
Seller: Horace Costa Jr
Price: $300,000
Mortgage: $240,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/17/21

167 Imperial Ave.
Buyer: Kenneth Lussier Jr
Seller: Lussier FT +
Price: $220,000
Mortgage: $175,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/2/21

141 Kittredge Rd.
Buyer: Norman Thurston +
Seller: Charles Caine +
Price: $270,000
Mortgage: $220,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/17/21

46 Lenox Ave.
Buyer: Greylock FCU
Seller: Timothy Goodnow +
Price: $77,000
Date: 9/27/21

143 Lincoln St.
Buyer: Stephen Demastrie
Seller: Shane Peaslee
Price: $130,000
Mortgage: $104,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 9/29/21

111 Lucia Dr.
Buyer: F&Ann Mccarthy 
RET +
Seller: Jeffrey Costa +
Price: $375,000
Date: 9/24/21

129 Lucia Dr.
Buyer: Steven Widdis +
Seller: Kevin Ramsdell +
Price: $300,000
Mortgage: $240,000
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/29/21

82 Lyman St.
Buyer: Stepen Demastrie
Seller: Shane Peaslee
Price: $140,000
Mortgage: $132,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 9/29/21

47 Martin Ave.
Buyer: Cassandra Simmons +
Seller: Travis Polidore +
Price: $245,000
Mortgage: $199,430
Lender: Rocket Mtg
Date: 9/21/21

45 Meadow Ridge Dr.
Buyer: Kevin Oleary +
Seller: Kevin Killeen +
Price: $685,000
Mortgage: $200,000
Lender: Federal SB
Date: 9/27/21

45 Meadowview Dr.
Buyer: Jason Conuel
Seller: Bruce Conuel
Price: $115,000
Mortgage: $115,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 9/24/21

37 Melville St.
Buyer: 37 Melville St Hldg 
LLC
Seller: Aafik Management 
LLC
Price: $285,000
Mortgage: $200,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 9/30/21

44 Montgomery Ave.
Buyer: Elvin Lopez
Seller: Amy Fisher
Price: $184,500
Mortgage: $175,275
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/30/21

217 Mountain Dr.
Buyer: Shawn Maschino +
Seller: Phoebe Honig RET +
Price: $350,000
Mortgage: $275,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/13/21

52 New York Ave.
Buyer: Trevor Williams

Seller: Gail Connors
Price: $226,000
Mortgage: $214,700
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/9/21

15 Noble Ave.
Buyer: 15-17 Noble Ave 
Hldg LLC
Seller: Santiago Salas
Price: $110,000
Date: 9/2/21

38 Norman Ave.
Buyer: Jeremy Johnson +
Seller: Eric Auger
Price: $175,000
Mortgage: $171,830
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/30/21

1630 North St.
Buyer: Matthew Pomeroy
Seller: Glen Pomeroy +
Price: $200,000
Mortgage: $145,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/27/21

254 Onota St.
Buyer: Joseph Ngo
Seller: Goold Jane Est +
Price: $101,000
Date: 9/27/21

26 Overlook Rd.
Buyer: Kristine Hazzard +
Seller: Benjamin Girard
Price: $251,000
Mortgage: $173,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/17/21

81 Pecks Rd.
Buyer: Lavante Wiggins
Seller: Jonah Kelley
Price: $180,000
Mortgage: $171,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/10/21

30 Pembroke Ave.
Buyer: Shaun Oneil +
Seller: Crespi Aldo Est _
Price: $130,000
Date: 9/30/21

16 Pine St.
Buyer: Berkshire Cobble 
Invs LLC
Seller: Kevin Jordan
Price: $188,000
Mortgage: $150,000
Lender: Pittsfield Coop
Date: 9/22/21

40 Pollock Ave.
Buyer: Marc Oreilly +
Seller: Daniel Francese
Price: $350,000
Mortgage: $315,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/15/21

51 Pomeroy Ave.
Buyer: Jesse Prescott
Seller: Sava Svirskiy
Price: $185,000
Mortgage: $138,750
Lender: Pennymac
Date: 9/24/21

26 Reuter Ave.
Buyer: Julian DeLosSantos
Seller: Mark Barile
Price: $250,000
Mortgage: $237,500
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/24/21

78 Richard Dr.
Buyer: Geraldo Arace +
Seller: Cheryl Fox +
Price: $260,000
Mortgage: $208,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/23/21

111 Ridgeway Ave.
Buyer: Kara Kolodziej +
Seller: Christopher Mizell +
Price: $244,000
Mortgage: $236,680
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/17/21

179 Ridgeway Ave.
Buyer: Laurencia Cantu +
Seller: Marites Wilbur
Price: $249,900
Mortgage: $224,910
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/20/21

20 Schuyler St.
Buyer: Rachael Mchugh +
Seller: Jacqueline Fisher +
Price: $212,500
Mortgage: $208,650
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/15/21

22 Somerset Ave.
Buyer: Brooke Brookman +
Seller: Dianna Cahalen
Price: $265,000
Mortgage: $212,000
Lender: Academy Mtg
Date: 9/10/21

251 Springside Ave.
Buyer: Tami White
Seller: Jimmy Nguyen
Price: $145,000
Mortgage: $140,650
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/15/21

51 Strong Ave.
Buyer: Matthew Miller +
Seller: Mary Rosa +
Price: $259,500
Mortgage: $259,500
Lender: Rocket Mtg
Date: 9/24/21

Tennyson Ave.

Buyer: Jeffrey Drysgola +
Seller: M Matthews NT +
Price: $225,000
Date: 9/3/21

95 Turner Ave.
Buyer: Vincente Nivelo +
Seller: Matthew Marshall
Price: $135,000
Mortgage: $108,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/15/21

26 Velma Ave.
Buyer: Victoria Argiro
Seller: Richard Capitanio
Price: $185,000
Mortgage: $175,750
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/8/21

268 Wahconah St.
Buyer: Kalahar Realty LLC
Seller: Nichols Properties Inc
Price: $625,000
Mortgage: $400,000
Lender: Rockland Tr
Date: 9/10/21

290 Wahconah St.
Buyer: SRH Realty LLC
Seller: Nichols Properties Inc
Price: $750,000
Mortgage: $375,000
Lender: Rockland Tr
Date: 9/10/21

336 Wahconah St.
Buyer: Edna Warren +
Seller: Ilya Shelomentsev +
Price: $115,900
Mortgage: $92,720
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/28/21

33 Warwick St.
Buyer: Smith Pinsker T +
Seller: Alan Zawistowski +
Price: $443,000
Mortgage: $354,400
Lender: Wells Fargo
Date: 9/20/21

1015 Williams St.
Buyer: Barbara Holt-Hussey
Seller: Robert Dillon Jr +
Price: $260,000
Mortgage: $182,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/15/21

56 Wood Ave.
Buyer: Emily Burr
Seller: Stacy Carmon
Price: $187,000
Mortgage: $181,390
Lender: Berkshire Bank
Date: 9/10/21

Yarmouth Street Ext.
Buyer: Deco Weaver 
Enterprises
Seller: James Mcrory Sr +
Price: $100,000
Date: 9/8/21

53 Yorkshire Ave.
Buyer: James Galli
Seller: Katelyn Parks +
Price: $230,000
Mortgage: $218,500
Lender: Allied Mtg
Date: 9/30/21

Alpine Trail U:119
Buyer: Robin Heim
Seller: Pines at Bousquet 
Mtn NT
Price: $579,500
Date: 9/9/21

Aspen Way U:19
Buyer: mark Lenihan +
Seller: Kowalczyk Dev Corp
Price: $548,500
Mortgage: $400,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/21/21

33 Maplewood Ave. U:106
Buyer: Elizabeth Giola
Seller: Elizabeth Dimeo
Price: $135,000
Date: 9/21/21

58 W Housatonic St. U:4
Buyer: Anna Lotto
Seller: Kathryn Holt
Price: $81,000
Date: 9/30/21

RICHMOND
291 Osceola Rd.
Buyer: JNJ NT +
Seller: Harvey Seigel 2018 
RET +
Price: $585,000
Date: 9/1/21

1488 State Rd.
Buyer: Michael Kolean Jr +
Seller: Helen Febbo RET +
Price: $1,500,000
Mortgage: $1,380,000
Lender: Helen Febbo
Date: 9/22/21

SANDISFIELD
314 Lakeshore Dr.
Buyer: Alan Katz +
Seller: Duke Realty LLC
Price: $100,000
Date: 9/24/21

316 Lakeshore Dr.
Buyer: Alan Katz +
Seller: Duke Realty LLC
Price: $100,000
Date: 9/24/21

SAVOY
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every day.
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202 Center Rd.
Buyer: Alexander Sutliff
Seller: Ronna Brandt +
Price: $339,900
Mortgage: $229,900
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/23/21

SHEFFIELD
181 Hulett Hill Rd.
Buyer: Linda Spatz +
Seller: Jeffrey Heaton +
Price: $580,000
Mortgage: $406,000
Lender: Wells Fargo
Date: 9/20/21

42 Oak St.
Buyer: Mitchell Chavez +
Seller: Jeremiah Cronin +
Price: $350,000
Mortgage: $262,500
Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 9/24/21

494 Sheffi eld Plain
Buyer: A&A Rand 
Holdings LLC
Seller: Carol Wagner
Price: $110,000
Date: 9/3/21

500 Sheffi eld Plain
Buyer: A&A Rand 
Holdings LLC
Seller: Carol Wagner
Price: $110,000
Date: 9/3/21

Water Farm Rd.
Buyer: BNRC
Seller: Water Farm Group Inc
Price: $650,000
Date: 9/8/21

STOCKBRIDGE
27 Church St.
Buyer: V&Elisabeth 
Bellows FT +
Seller: M Duncan Pollock
Price: $1,183,000
Date: 9/16/21

69 E Main St.
Buyer: Mark Poirier +
Seller: Mark Baer
Price: $269,900
Mortgage: $215,920
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/2/21

8 Goodrich St.
Buyer: Daniel Schapira +
Seller: Mary Campbell
Price: $510,000
Date: 9/21/21

104 Interlaken Rd.
Buyer: Jacob Silverman +
Seller: Brookside Lake NT +
Price: $4,025,000
Date: 9/2/21

8 Mahkeenac Rd.
Buyer: Walk in the Woods LLC

Seller: Frank Kulaga
Price: $110,000
Date: 9/13/21

5 Manitauk Hts.
Buyer: Jonathan Siegfried +
Seller: Bernard Collins +
Price: $1,430,000
Date: 9/3/21

13 Wheatley Dr.
Buyer: April Baskin-
Sussman +
Seller: Kenneth Braunstein +
Price: $1,000,000
Mortgage: $600,000
Lender: Wells Fargo
Date: 9/8/21

3 Willard Hill Rd.
Buyer: Edward Lane +
Seller: L Paul Lindenmaier +
Price: $705,000
Mortgage: $500,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/20/21

WASHINGTON
11 Shore Rd.
Buyer: Frederick Bowers
Seller: Dorothy Landes
Price: $177,500
Date: 9/1/21

WEST
STOCKBRIDGE

17 Cross Rd.
Buyer: Matthew Merritt
Seller: Buratto Joseph Sr Est +
Price: $170,000
Date: 9/24/21

16 Glendale Rd.
Buyer: Jonathan Goldstick +
Seller: Baron Rosalyn Est +
Price: $832,000
Date: 9/10/21

15 Lenox Rd.
Buyer: Oliver Antunes +
Seller: Natalia Bystrianyk
Price: $290,000
Mortgage: $275,500
Lender: Bay Equity
Date: 9/13/21

49 Maple Hill Rd.
Buyer: Gary Adelman +
Seller: Ilana Krishnamurti
Price: $1,325,000
Mortgage: $1,000,000
Lender: Bk of America
Date: 9/8/21

9 Pixley Hill Rd.
Buyer: Mahsa Yazdy +
Seller: Melvin Katz +
Price: $453,500
Date: 9/14/21

13 Pixley Hill Rd.
Buyer: Bret Kroeger +
Seller: Robert Lee
Price: $265,000
Mortgage: $212,000

Lender: Salisbury B&T
Date: 9/21/21

31 Pixley Hill Rd.
Buyer: Jason Snider
Seller: Edward Gazouleas +
Price: $420,000
Mortgage: $336,000
Lender: Symphony FCU
Date: 9/15/21

119 W Center Rd.
Buyer: 119 West Center 
Road LLC
Seller: Tamari NT +
Price: $4,750,000
Date: 9/17/21

WILLIAMSTOWN
7 Birch Ln.
Buyer: Scott Davis
Seller: Charles Fox
Price: $390,000
Mortgage: $140,000
Lender: Greylock FCU
Date: 9/1/21

127 Bridges Rd.
Buyer: Vincent Slizewski +

Seller: Galo Lopez +
Price: $339,900
Mortgage: $322,905
Lender: Envoy Mtg
Date: 9/29/21

380 Cold Spring Rd.
Buyer: Susan Cicarelli-
Caputo +
Seller: Paula Cicarelli +
Price: $166,667
Mortgage: $164,031
Lender: Paula Cicarelli
Date: 9/21/21

20 Forest Rd.
Buyer: Lindsey Kurowski

Seller: Forest Rd RT +
Price: $469,500
Date: 9/16/21

Gale Rd.
Buyer: Stephen Botkin +
Seller: Ralph Shipley +
Price: $270,000
Date: 9/2/21

319 Hancock Rd.
Buyer: BJ&DS Meneghelli 
RET +
Seller: Jason Lemieux +
Price: $695,000
Mortgage: $359,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/27/21

761 Henderson Rd.
Buyer: Robert Sweet
Seller: Thomas Ruble +
Price: $207,500
Mortgage: $147,500
Lender: Bk of Bennington
Date: 9/8/21

170 Lindley Ter.
Buyer: Sydney Lester +
Seller: Michael Beaudry RET +
Price: $188,500

Mortgage: $179,075
Lender: Republic State
Date: 9/23/21

180 Luce Rd.
Buyer: Jane Shiyah
Seller: Michael Luczynski
Price: $350,000
Mortgage: $280,000
Lender: MountainOne
Date: 9/23/21

176 N Hoosac Rd.
Buyer: Lisa Benoit-Peck +
Seller: Kathleen George
Price: $271,500
Mortgage: $263,355
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/3/21

365 Oblong Rd.
Buyer: David 
Brenninkmeyer +
Seller: Thomas Lee 2nd +
Price: $1,075,000
Mortgage: $548,250
Lender: Wells Fargo
Date: 9/3/21

395 Oblong Rd.
Buyer: Jamal Stockton

Seller: John Gerry +
Price: $591,000
Mortgage: $472,800
Lender: Leader Bank
Date: 9/23/21

748 Petersburg Rd.
Buyer: John Driver T +
Seller: Cecil Driver +
Price: $500,000
Date: 9/30/21

154 Southworth St.
Buyer: Emily Vasiliauskas +
Seller: Mark Kivitz +
Price: $569,000
Mortgage: $455,200
Lender: MountainOne
Date: 9/24/21

173 Water St.
Buyer: Pacelli Zepka Prop LLC
Seller: K&J Holdings LLC
Price: $385,000
Mortgage: $462,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/28/21

Hemlock Ln. U:409
Buyer: Stephen Muss 2019 
RET +

Seller: K White Lifetime T +
Price: $405,000
Date: 9/30/21

189 Stratton Rd. U:D5
Buyer: Guilderson Kirsch 
FT +
Seller: Joseph Markland
Price: $166,000
Date: 9/17/21

189 Stratton Rd. U:H6
Buyer: Kathleen Lynch 
Gaffney
Seller: Lisa Olson
Price: $202,000
Mortgage: $159,200
Lender: Republic State
Date: 9/15/21

WINDSOR
175 River Rd.
Buyer: Joshua Wandrei +
Seller: Thomas Musiak +
Price: $239,000
Mortgage: $239,000
Lender: Adams Community
Date: 9/9/21

◆

FINANCIAL GUIDANCE 
AS ROCK-SOLID AS 
THE BERKSHIRES.

Member FDIC | Member DIF 

HERE’S WHAT 
MY CUSTOMERS 

ARE SAYING:
I recently opened a 
cafe in Lee, MA, and 
needed a system to 
process my credit 
card transactions. 
My bank recommended Don Raiche, 
Berkshire Merchant Services, and I 
couldn’t be more pleased. Don has 
been very accommodating with setting 
up and instruction. He has also been 
very quick to respond to any calls/
questions, even stopping by to check 
on how things are going. I would highly 
recommend Don to any business owner 
that needs his services.

Tim Lyons
“Let’s Do Lunch” Cafe, Lee 

Hey Don, thank you for your excellent 
service. When I took over the store in 
December of 2019, you quickly set up 
my credit card processing, no hassles. I 
greatly appreciate it. 

Craig Simmons 
Meow & Growl, Lee

Call for a free, no obligation analysis of
your current credit card processing program 

and see how much money I can save you.

Don Raiche 

Member of 1Berkshire, Lee Chamber of Commerce and
the Southern Berkshire Chamber of Commerce

413-637-2100
www.BerkshireMerchantServices.com
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people on the move
The board of trustees of 

Massachusetts Museum of 
Contemporary Art (MASS 
MoCA) has announced 
the appointment of Kristy 
Edmunds as the mu-
seum’s new director. Ed-
munds, who began in her 
new position in October, 
comes to MASS MoCA 
from UCLA’s Center for 
the Art of Performance 
(CAP UCLA), where she served as the executive 
and artistic director since 2011. Previously, she 
was the artistic director for the Melbourne Inter-
national Arts Festival, served for several years as 
the head of the School of Performing Arts and 
deputy dean at the Victorian College of the Arts 
at the University of Melbourne in Australia., She 
also was the founding executive and artistic direc-
tor of the Portland Institute for Contemporary Art 
(PICA) and the TBA (Time Based Art) Festival in 
Portland, Oregon. She also served as the inaugural 
consulting artistic director for the Park Avenue 
Armory in New York. Edmunds succeeds Joseph 
Thompson, who had served as MASS MoCA’s 
executive director since its opening in 1999 until 
stepping down last October. Tracy Moore, the 
museum’s deputy director and chief operating of-
ficer, served as interim director during a 10-month 
international search for a permanent successor.

Jacob’s Pillow has an-
nounced two new senior 
staff appointments. Jared 
Fine has been hired as 
chief marketing officer, 
and Melanie George, 
who filled the part-time 
role of associate cura-
tor with Jacob’s Pillow 
since September 2020, 
has been appointed to an 
expanded position as full-

time, year-round associate curator and director 
of artist initiatives. Both appointments support 
the Pillow’s transition from summer festival to 
year-round organization as it prepares for its 90th 
anniversary. Fine will supervise communications, 
creative, and patron services departments as a 
member of the Jacob’s Pillow Executive Team. 
He previously served as the director of marketing 
at New York’s Public Theater, overseeing a large 
portion of the marketing staff and operations. 
Prior to joining the Public in 2015, Fine worked 
as creative director of marketing for the National 
Artists Management Company (NAMCO), which 
produces commercially on Broadway and around 

the world. George’s ex-
panded role, which took 
effect in September, is 
designed to broaden the 
pool of dance artists the 
Pillow regularly supports, 
strengthen the Pillow’s 
ability to identify new 
voices in the field, and 
increase the perspectives 
involved in programmatic 
decision-making at the or-

ganization. Ali Rosa-Salas, who has served as the 
Pillow’s other associate curator since September 
2020, will continue in her existing part-time role. In 
their curatorial positions, George and Rosa-Salas 
work closely with Executive and Artistic Direc-
tor Pamela Tatge and Producing Director Ariana 
Massery to identify, research, and engage with a 
wide breadth of local, national, and international 
dance artists, as well as to review and contemplate 
programming choices and discuss curatorial ap-
proaches to their presentation.

Taphaphene Young, 
DMD, has joined the 
dental medicine team at 
CHP Great Barrington 
Family Dental, where she 
provides dental care for 
adults and children. Young 
is a 2020 graduate of the 
Tufts University School of 
Dental Medicine. While at 
Tufts, she was a student 
ambassador and served as 
Student National Dental Association Diversity Of-
ficer. She has also been affiliated with the Operation 
Smile nonprofit, which raises funds for surgeries 
for children with the cleft palate condition.

Kayla Brown-Wood 
has been promoted to 
director of employment 
services at BFAIR af-
ter serving for the past 
three years as assistant 
director. Brown-Wood has 
been with BFAIR since 
2016, beginning as the 
employment coordinator 
and promoted to assistant 
director in 2018. She has 

been pivotal in providing support and placements 
with local employers for people with disabilities, 
which includes the operation of BFAIR’s bottle and 
can redemption center in North Adams.

The Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires has 
announced the appoint-
ment of Rabbi Daveen 
Litwin as director of com-
munity engagement and 
programming. This new 
full-time position builds 
upon the Federation’s 
existing programming 
and community-building 
efforts while expanding 
its capacity to tackle priorities for outreach and 
engagement as identified in its recent strategic 
plan. Litwin previously served as the dean and 
chaplain of the Tucker Center for Spiritual and 
Ethical Life at Dartmouth College. She has worked 
in leadership positions on college campuses for 
more than two decades, including as a chaplain at 
the Claremont Colleges, rabbi at Grinnell College, 
and executive director of Hillel at the University 
of Kansas. She also served as a congregational 
rabbi in Toronto and Northampton.

Flying Cloud Institute 
(FCI) has hired Patrick 
O’Donnell as S•M•Art 
Studio Director and to 
coordinate the relaunch a 
MakerSpace program this 
fall at Southern Berkshire 
Regional School District. 
As S•M•Art Studio Di-
rector, he will lead vaca-
tion camp programs, after 
school MakerSpaces, fam-

ily STEAM challenge events, and work with the 
FCI team to inspire the next generation of artists and 
engineers. O’Donnell has completed projects for 
companies like HBO and The Discovery Channel, 
in addition to freelance work in the video game and 
comic book industries. As an instructor, he taught 
figure drawing and narrative illustration at the Mas-
sachusetts College of Art and Design in Boston and 
elsewhere. In recent years, he taught illustration to 
all ages at the Norman Rockwell Museum, through 
school initiatives and community outreach.

Brown-Wood

David  Bissa i l lon 
and David Moresi have 
been appointed to the 
MassHire  Berkshire 
Workforce Board. This 
business-led board serves 
the 32 communities in 
Berkshire County by 
identifying the needs 
of the local job market, 
leveraging resources, 
overseeing the MassHire 
Career Center, implementing college/career 
readiness programming, and directing workforce 

programs in the region. 
Board members are vol-
unteers and serve for 
two-year terms. Bissail-
lon, president of Smith 
Bros.-McAndrews Insur-
ance Agency in Adams, 
is a certified insurance 
counselor with more than 
25 years of experience in 
the insurance industry. 
Moresi is CEO of Moresi 

& Associates, a real estate management, invest-
ment and development company in North Adams 
that he established in 2000.

Berkshire Community College (BCC) has an-
nounced the following staff promotions. George 
Ambriz, who was serving as director of academic 
advising, career development, and transfer servic-
es since June 2018, has been promoted to assistant 
dean of student affairs/director of SUCCESS. 
Shelly Armstrong has been promoted to the po-
sition of academic coordinator for the One Stop 
Center for Student Success. Previously, she was 
academic counselor. Lyndsay Isham-Morton has 
been promoted to interim director of academic, 
career and transfer advising. She has been with 
BCC since 2016, when she was hired as academic 
counselor, and was promoted to student advising 
coordinator in 2018.

Berkshire Health Sys-
tems has announced the 
appointment of Glenda 
Bowen, MD, a board-
certified and fellowship-
trained pulmonologist, 
to the medical staff of 
Berkshire Medical Center 
and the provider staff of 
Pulmonary Professional 
Services of BMC. She is 
accepting new patients in 

need of pulmonary care and is partnered with Drs. 
Hafez Alsmaan, Cynthia Callahan, Wing Kong, 
Julio Miranda, David Oelberg and Jack Ringler. 
Bowen is board certified in internal medicine 
and pulmonary disease, and fellowship trained 
in pulmonary/critical care at the University of 
Vermont Medical Center, Burlington, and Sleep 
Medicine at Yale University School of Medicine.

MOLARI Employ-
ment and HealthCare 
Services has hired Nicole 
Cuenin as accounting 
specialist. In this role, she 
works with the company’s 
chief financial officer to 
manage payroll, employ-
ee benefits, client billing 
and accounts receivable. 
Prior to joining MOLARI, 
Cuenin held various roles 
at Adirondack Payroll for more than a decade.

Greylock Federa l 
Credit Union has ap-
pointed Michael Bar-
bieri to the role of vice 
president and manager, 
business banking, where 
he will provide leadership 
and coaching for a team 
of three lenders and direct 
the strategic vision and 
business development ef-
forts of the credit union’s 

Business Banking department. In the community, 
Barbieri serves on the boards of the Massachusetts 
College of Liberal Arts Foundation, Berkshire Life 
Foundation and Berkshire Housing Development 
Corporation.

Southwestern Vermont 
Medical Center (SVMC) 
has welcomed Nicholas 
Wild, MD, to SVMC 
Northshire Campus in 
Manchester, Vt., and 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
Putnam Physicians. Wild 
completed his medical 
degree at Albany Medi-
cal College in New York 
and went on to complete 

a family medicine residency at Jefferson Health 
Northeast in Philadelphia, where he served as 
chief resident.

Jan Perry Realty & 
Associates has welcomed 
Carrie Wright as their 
newest real estate agent. 
Born and raised in the 
Berkshires, Wright brings 
knowledge of local com-
munities as well as a his-
tory working as and vol-
unteering throughout the 
creative and marketing 
sectors. Wright began her 

career as a commercial and fine art photographer 
in Denver and later Brooklyn. Upon returning to 
the Berkshires to raise her family, she routed her 
creative and commercial energies into operating 
a boutique as well as working for regional arts 
organizations and educational institutions. 
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Allendale Shopping Center

For leasing information,
call Glenn Langenback

413-236-5957

The Shopping Hub of the Berkshires

 • Convenient Free Parking 
• Bus Stop at Entrance 

• Easy Access

ALLENDALE SHOPPING CENTER • 5 CHESHIRE ROAD • SUITE 60 • PITTSFIELD, MA 01201

LOCATED AT THE INTERSECTION OF CHESHIRE ROAD (ROUTE 8)
AND DALTON AVENUE (ROUTE 9)
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Transaction process
Behind the scenes, digital BerkShares will 

utilize blockchain technology to facilitate the 
ongoing transactions.

Blockchains and cryptocurrencies are alter-
native systems for fi nancial transactions and 
investments that have become increasingly 
prominent. They have also been controversial, 
due to their complexity, lack of transparency 
and other factors, including the amount of 
energy used to power 
the immense computers 
the systems utilize.

Wang acknowledged 
that these systems have 
a darker side, but she 
said the technology 
and infrastructure can 
also be used in ben-
efi cial ways. She said 
the primary advantage 
for BerkShares is the 
ability to handle transfers of money almost 
instantaneously, rather than being put on hold 
for several days, as in legacy banking systems.

BerkShares is utilizing an open-source 
platform called Celo, developed by a nonprofi t 
organization with the stated goal of creating 
“an inclusive fi nancial system that creates the 
conditions for prosperity for everyone.” It also 
operates on a carbon-neutral basis.

The ongoing transactions will occur sepa-
rately from the involvement of the two local 
banks where the holding accounts are based.

“We’re basically the vault where the 
money to back BerkShares is kept as an 
account,” said Chuck Leach, president of 
Lee Bank. “All of the interactions of sales 
and transfers within that are handled by an 
Automated Clearing House.”

Leach said that Lee Bank agreed to par-
ticipate in the new digital currency because 

“Whether we like it or not, 
systems like blockchain are 
coming at us all, like a train 

heading down the track,” 
Leach said. “And fi nancial 

institutions are going to have 
to adjust and learn to deal 

with them.”

it has supported BerkShares from its early 
days. “We believe BerkShares are good for 
the Berkshire economy and the community 
in many ways,” he said. “We see this as the 
next chapter that will make it easier to use 
BerkShares all the way around.”

However, Leach acknowledged that he and 
the bank’s management were initially hesitant 
when they were fi rst approached by Berk-
Shares to participate in the digital currency.

“We were skeptical and risk-averse about 
it,” he said. “That was primarily because it 
involved blockchain. We were concerned 
about that. But Fennie Wang made a convinc-
ing case for it, and once she explained why 

they wanted to use it, 
we agreed.”

Leach added that, 
from the bank’s stand-
point, it is also a learn-
ing opportunity.

“Whether we like 
it or not, systems like 
blockchain are com-
ing at us all, like a 
train heading down the 
track,” he said. “It’s go-

ing to be transformational. Sooner or later it 
will impact every business large and small. 
And fi nancial institutions are going to have 
to adjust and learn to deal with them.”

He said his bank decided that BerkShares 
was an opportunity to gain fi rsthand experi-
ence in how these systems work with no risk.

“We’re not taking a plunge into blockchain 
or making any speculative investment,” he 
said. “The way this is structured, it’s more 
like we’re dipping the tip of one toe into the 
water. BerkShares is just one account and 
does not affect the bank overall.”

Leach added that he sees digital Berk-
Shares as especially benefi cial for businesses 
here. “Merchants lose with [credit card] 
swipes because they get clipped by fees,” 
he said. “This is a way around that for them. 
That’s just one way this can be good for 
business and the economy here.”◆

Digital BerkShares
continued from page 18

Zack Marcotte has 
been promoted to director 
of fi nancial planning at 
Berkshire Money Man-
agement (BMM). Mar-
cotte began working at 
BMM during his senior 
year of high school and 
has witnessed and par-
ticipated in the building 
of the fi rm from startup 
to success. Marcotte’s 13 

years working side-by-side with BMM’s profes-
sionals provided the kind of on-the-job training 
that led to his desire to become a fi nancial advisor.

Berkshire Community College (BCC) has an-
nounced the addition of the following staff and 
faculty members. Chris Bodnar has joined BCC 
as director of procurement in the Administration 
and Finance Division, bringing 20 years of experi-
ence in buying, purchasing, planning and inventory 
management with KB Toys and a hardware store 
chain. Lauri Byrnes has joined BCC as administra-
tive assistant for academic advising in the One Stop 
Center for Student Success. Previously, she was 
offi ce coordinator for Politis Family Chiropractic 
in Pittsfi eld, along with other part-time positions 
she held while attending college. Christopher 
DeGray has joined BCC as director of facilities 
in the Administration and Finance Division. Previ-
ously, he was facilities and operations department 
director, environmental services at Westfi eld State 
University for nearly 12 years. Rolaine James 
has joined BCC as academic success coach in 
the Disability Resource Center. Previously, she 
was assistive technology access coordinator at 
Dartmouth College. Amanda Lardizabal has 
joined BCC as assistant biology professor in the 
Environmental and Life Science Department, 
STEM and Allied Health. Previously, she was 
adjunct biology professor at Davenport University 
in Grand Rapids, Mich. Charlotte Lotz has joined 
BCC as experiential learning and career services 
coordinator in the Offi ce of Student Engagement. 
Previously, she was academic advising coordinator 
at Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts for four 
years, preceded by her position as career devel-
opment coordinator at Georgia College & State 
University. Maureen McLaughlin has joined 
BCC as director of strategic initiatives. Prior to 
joining the higher education sector, she spent more 
than 20 years in the high-tech industry working in 
or with large corporations and startups. She also 
spent 10 years in public elementary schools sup-
porting severe special needs students and students 
in crisis. Kaila Mullaney has joined BCC as 
administrative assistant to the vice president and 
Offi ce of Academic Affairs. Previously, she worked 
as a sales administrator for iPrint Technologies, a 
Los Angeles-based printer, toner and technology 
company. Rebecca Schmitt has joined BCC as 
administrative assistant to the STEM and Allied 
Health Division. She earned an associate degree 
from Berkshire Community College. Sandra 
West has joined BCC as administrative assistant 
in the Nursing Division. Previously, she held ad-
ministrative positions at Pittsfi eld Public Schools, 
Springfi eld College School of Social Work, Harvard 
University and Northeastern University in Boston.

Three new members 
have joined Northern 
Berkshire United Way’s 
board of directors: Bon-
nie Howland ,  Celia 
Norcross  and Emily 
Stanford. Howland is 
the director of student 
financial services and 
interim registrar at Mas-
sachusetts College of Lib-
eral Arts. She has been a 
past member of the board 
of directors for Berkshire 
Community Action Coun-
cil, and is currently a 
board member of the MS 
Support Foundation in 
North Adams. Norcross 
is the dean of students 
at Berkshire Community 
College. She has served 
as a board member, coach 
and educator for over 
15 years with various 
youth sports organiza-
tions including the Adams 
Soccer Club, Adams 
Cheshire Savoy Youth 
Soccer, Hoosac Valley 
High School. Stanford 
has been with Greylock 
Federal Credit Union for 
13 years and became the 
branch manager of their 
Adams location in August 

2020. She has previously been involved with 
Junior League of Berkshire County and Central 
Berkshire Habitat for Humanity.

Cindy Brightly has 
been appointed director 
of human resources for 
Goodwill Industries of the 
Berkshires and Southern 
Vermont. Brightly most 
recently held the posi-
tion of human resources 
generalist and training 
coordinator for Crane Sta-
tionery in North Adams. 
She was the recipient of 
Northern Berkshire United Way’s “Outstanding 
Campaign Coordinator” award in 2018.

Kristi Brunick has 
joined Pearson Wallace 
Insurance, coming to the 
fi rm in August 2021 from 
her prior position with 
Liberty Mutual Insur-
ance. Brunick has worked 
in various roles such as 
account management, 
offi ce management, real 
estate sales, and insurance 
sales. With her focus on 

customer service and knowledge in her fi eld, 
Brunick works to ensure clients get the correct 
insurance coverage for their needs.◆
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103 West Park Street
Lee, MA  01238
(413) 243-4331

www.octobermountainfa.com

Member SEC, FINRA, SiPC

October Mountain Financial Advisors is a d/b/a of St. Germain 
Investment Management serving the Berkshires and beyond.

Portfolio Management ▪ Financial Planning ▪ Trust & Banking Services*

When considering your financial future, 
having a plan is going to help. And 

should you need a plan—or one that needs 
reworking—who can you rely on? Who can 
you trust?
We’re independent, registered investment 
advisors who work in your best interests. Have 
a conversation with Gary Schiff, managing 
director, and the team at October Mountain 
Financial Advisors.
We’ll listen to your story. It’s how we start our 
relationships.

*Trust and Banking Services provided by Lee Bank.

Is Your Financial Plan in Order?

MHIS Proudly Supports 

25 PITTSFIELD ROAD, ROUTE 7 & 20, LENOX, MA 01240  •  (413) 442-3001
TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR OF OUR SHOWROOM AT: WWW.MORRISONSHOMEIMPROVEMENT.COM

We’re your one stop  
shop for all your 

home improvement needs!
Windows • Siding • Additions

Remodeling • Custom Build • Roofs
Decks • Flooring • Kitchens • Baths

MHIS Proudly Supports MHIS Proudly Supports 

BEST CONTRACTOR
BEST CONTRACTOR

6YEARS
 IN A ROW!     

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
It’s Our Customers That Are Simply AmazingIt’s Our Customers That Are Simply Amazing



24 DECEMBER 2021 BERKSHIRE TRADE & COMMERCE

A Cut Above
When Mike, Mark, and Rudy Mazzeo wanted to cook up financing for Mazzeo’s Meat and Seafood, they found 
comfort working with a homemade bank.

Throughout its half-century history, the mission of Mazzeo’s has remained unchanged—to provide their customers
with the freshest, highest-quality meats and seafoods produced as naturally and as sustainably as possible. When
selecting a bank, they chose one that reflected the way they do business. The Pittsfield Cooperative Bank, born
right here in the Berkshires, using a recipe that still appeals to our neighbors: integrity, character, and commitment. 

If you have a fresh idea, call Brad or Matt  – they’ll help provide a recipe for success. 

“Banking with Matt Lauro is banking done ‘old school.’ When we have questions or need something done fast, 
we just call Matt. He answers his own phone, and he gets it done quickly! 

We liked working with him and his team so much we moved all our business banking over to the Pittsfield Co-op.

The Pittsfield Co-op is a local bank staffed by local people like Matt, who shop here, raise their families here,
and help our Berkshire community improve and thrive.”

— Michael Mazzeo

Mazzeo’s Meat and Seafood at Guido’s Fresh Marketplace
1020 South Street • Pittsfield, MA 01201 • (413) 442-2222
760 South Main Street • Great Barrington, MA 01230 • (413) 528-9255

Matthew P. Lauro
Vice President | Commercial Banking

413-629-1644

Brad J. Felix
Vice President | Commercial Banking

413-629-1603

J. Jay Anderson
President and CEO

413-629-1601

The Pittsfield Cooperative Bank + The Mazzeo Brothers

Pittsfield
70 South St.
(413) 447-7304

Pittsfield
110 Dalton Ave.
(413) 395-9626

Dalton
431 Main St.
(413) 684-1551

Gt. Barrington
325 Main St.
(413) 528-2840

pittsfieldcoop.com Member FDIC & DIF            Equal Housing Lender

BANK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL




